— Hy, T8I cnpimrana? Coenp...

— O, BepHo. {4 cnbllIana, YTo OHA coOMpaeTcs mepenaTh CBOM CTATYyC IPEEMHUIIBI IPYTOMY UYJIEHY
CeMeMHOU BeTBH.

Korga g Boiia B YEepHOM IIJIallle, 4 YCIIbIlIajiad, KdaK JIIOOW HIEIIYyTCA 0060 MHe.

JTromu U3HAYaAIBbHO JTI00ST CIIJIeTHH. [[0MKHO OBITH MHOT'O PA3TOBOPOB O TOM, YTO IIPSIMOM YJIeH
MMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbH O0TKa3ajach OT MOJIOKEHUS U Iepefaja CBOM CTaTyC MPeeMHUKA YETIOBEKY U3
COOCTBEHHOU CEMBU.

— O, 9T0 10Hasg negu Crenm.

4 He Morna He BHIOEIATHECA U3-3a (1)I/IOJ'IeTOBBIX BOJIOC ¥ IIOBA3KH Ha I'lIa3y. KoneuyHo, MHe 3TO He
HPaBHUIIOCH, IIOTOMY 4YTO g HE BBIIEJIATIACh YEM-TO XOPOUINM.

4 mpomnna yepes 3an, He obpalnas BHUMaHUS Ha CJI0Ba Jifofe. 9 CIOKOMHO BCIIOMUHATA B TOJIOBE,
YTO MHe HYKHO CclleflaTh ceronHs. Bece 6110 uneansHo. 9 paccnabunack u CHOBa OBUHYIach. Ha myTu
K TpuOyHe 5 yCblana, Kak KTO-TO MEHS 30BeT.

— Opun?

4 ornsHyNMack Ha3afd, TaM CTOSJIa CUMIIQTHYHAS OEBYIIKA C JIUHHBIME KallITAHOBEIMU BOJIOCAMH,
KOTOPHIE KPAaCUBO BUNTKMCh. Ha [IeByIIKe ¢ 3arafloYHEIMHU TJ1a3aMu, OTM3KUMU K OPaHKEBBIM, OBITIO
aKKypaTHOe, HO POCKOIIIHOe TyaThe. Cyas Mo pUCYHKY OpoIu, BUCSIIEN Ha ee TPyau, OBIIO SICHO, YTO
OHA MPUHAMJIEXUT K CEMH UMIIEPATOPCKUM CEMbBSIM.

— Bl — OpuH, BepHO?

Ecnu oHa nmpuHapgiexkana K CeMU UMIIEPaTOPCKUM CEMbSIM, eCTh BEPOSITHOCTh, YTO OHa BpaxkneOHO
HacTpoeHa KO MHe. [[0JIKHO ObITh, €if OBIII0 OUeHb HUHTEPECHO YBUAETD, KaK MPSMON TOTOMOK OCTaQBUT
CBO¥M TIOCT IMpeeMHHUKa.

[ToaTOMy C XOJIOMHOM YIIBIOKOM 1 HAMEPEHHO KOPOTKO OTBETHUIIA:

— YT0 BaM HYXKHO?

Ha Mol X0omHBIM OTBET OEBYIIKa IIMPOKO pPacKphlia rias3a, Kak 0yaro Owviya cMmyiieHa. Ho cpasy
B3siy1a ceOsi B PYKH, CTJIOTHYJIA U IIaTHYJIa KO MHE.

— 9Tt0 s, IpuH. Peituen Imb Kiab.



B TOT MOMEHT, KOrfa 4 YCIIBIIIIaJIa 3TO MM, MHE B I'OJIOBY IIPHUIIIO BOCIIOMHUHAHKE SpI/IH 0 HeH.

TonpKO TOTHa 51 MOHSJA, 9YTO J1b Knab — emuMHCTBEHHAS U3 CEMU MMIIEPATOPCKUX CeMel, KOTopas
3aKJounia cow3 co Cnerpgamu. Eciu cyauTh 110 BOCIOMUHAHUSAM, DPUH 4aCTO Urpana ¢ Peiiuen B
OEeTCTBE U XOPOIIIO 3Halla, YTO OHA He MOXKEeT HaBPEeOUTh eil.

— AX...

Periuen xpana Moel peakiiuu, HePBHO MOpras.

— 4 nomHIO TebOs, Peliuer.

Pentuen cxkana Mou pyKu.

— THI IpaBOa IOMHUITE MEHS, DPUH?

A oTBeTHa, TIAOA B €€ HEMHOI'O 3alljlaKaHHBIE T'JIa3a:

— Koneuno!

— Thl... THI 3HaEIlb, KakK 5 MepexuBaa?

—A?

MeHns cMyTHIIO OBICTPO ITOTEMHEBIIEee NMUIl0 Peiuen. OHa KPENKO CXKHMaJjla MO PYKY.

— Kak oHn MOTYT... K TBOUM PDOOUTEIIAM...

Pettuen 3akonebarnachk ¥ CKa3aa:

— [ToueMy THI He cBsi3anach co MHOU? Hu omHOro ciioBa. 1 e3auna Co CBOUMM POAUTENIIMU B OCOOHSK
reprora Cnediia, HO TBOM POJICTBEHHUKHU CKa3aJii MHE, YTO Thl 00JIbHA ¥ HUKOTO He MMPUHKUMAaEIlb...

Unennl cembu IlocTein, IIO-BUOMMOMY, 3allepiIn SpI/IH o 1mmpenjoroMm, 4To OHa 00JIbHA ¥ HE MOXKET
BCTpPEeYaThCs C JIIOObMHU, U IIOJITHOCTBIO U30JIMPOBAJI €€ OT BHEIIHEero Mupa.

— Ecnu 4ecTHO, MHE Ka3alloCh, YTO OHU Jranu. Ho Mou poouTenu He UMEIOT IIpaBa BMELINBATHCS B
ceMeliHble fena repiora Creiga. [Ipyrue ceMbd HE MOTYT BMEIIMBATHCS B [iejla OMpemeTeHHBIX
ceMmeli. Cembs [TocTelin BOCIIOIL30BAjIacCh 9THUM.



— Tal... UTo mpoucxomuso oo cux mop? Kak Th MOTia HU pa3y He CBSI3aThCS CO MHOM?

— Tak crmoxumuch 06CTOATENLCTBRA...  He Mory Tebe cKa3aTh cenyac.

— BazxHee Bcero, s paga, 4To THI IPUIIUIA CETOMHS... Thl 3HAeIllb, KaK S BOJIHOBAJIACh, YTO y TeOs
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MOXKEeT ObITh CMepTeTbHast 601e3Hb?

KaxeTcsi, 0oHa monroe BpeMst UCKpeHHe Oecrokouack 06 dpuH. f oOpaTuila BHUMaHNE Ha CUJIBHOE
BOJIHEHMUE JIIOeH B 3ajie, ¥ MEHS YTEIIal0 TO, YTO KTO-TO [IEWCTBUTENBHO 3a00TUTCST 060 MHeE.

— DpuH, MOXKeIIb IIOTOUTH Mo0IIKe?

4 mopouna. 3aTeM Peiiuesn mOCMeIHO MPUKPHIIa POT PYKOM ¥ TUXUM T'0JIOCOM IIPOIIeNTana MHE Ha
yXO:

— Tloct mpeemHUKa... TH IeHCTBUTEIPHO COOMPAECIILCS CAATHCS?

Ee nu1io 6BI710 HENCTBUTENTEHO BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM.

HesaBucuMo 0T TOro, KaK JaBHO OHU He 00IIAaI0TCs, 0YEBUAHO, YTO OHA OECIIOKOHUTCS, UTO ee
TIOAPYyTa IOTepsieT BCe CBOM IIPaBa HACIIEIHUIEL.

OpHUH: «...»

CNuIIKOM MHOTHE MOTJIN YCIIBIIIATh MO€ «HEeT».

¢ He 3HAJIA, YTO CIAYYUTCS, €CJIM YTO-TO IOHUIET He IO IUTaHy. [I03TOMY B TOT MOMEHT 5 fyMaJa,
CTOUT ¥ MHe CKa3aTh Peliuesn npaBmy unu HeT. MoxeT ObITh, OHA BOCIIPUHSIA MOE MOT4aHUe KaK
«ga», Peiiuen cxBaTuia MeHS 3a PYKY ¥ IIOTIBITANIach YOepKaTh OT 3TOTO.

— Hert, OpuH. Ecnu THI 9TO cHenaens, y Tebst OyayT Oombinue mpobieMsl. S momory Tebe, MBI Kak-
HUOYb...

4 mogHecna yKa3aTeabHBIHN Hajel] K rybaM nepeq Hed. YBUOEB Moe TIoBefieHre, Pelidyer, JOIKHO
OBbITH, ITOHSTIA, YTO S UMeJia B BUAY, IO3TOMY Cpa3y XkKe 3aTKHYJach. [[eByIIKa CMOTpesia Ha MEHS C
03aflaueHHEIM BEIpaKeHUEM JINla, U s TUX0 IpofopMoTaa eu:

— 41 He cmaroCch, He BOIHYUCA.

OpaHxkeBHIe TIa3a Peityen cramu OosbIie.



4 xoTesa MOMHOCTELIO ee YCIIOKOHUTE, HO 3TO ITPUBJIEKIIO OBl HEHY2KHO€ BHUMAHHE.

— YT0 X, yBUAUMCS IIO3XKeE.

Torpga 1 HaMepeHHO Me[JIeHHO JBUHYJIACh B TPOTUBOIOJIOKHYI0 CTOPOHY OT Peiiuen u OryIsiHyIach.

JIeoH, KOTOPEIX OBITT 04eHb 00ECIIOKOEH, ¥ €T0 MaTh OBIIM 3aHSTH PA3r0BOPAMH C JTIIOIbMH, KOTOPEHIE,
0Ka3aJioch, OBIIM OpraHu3aToOpaMHu. f BOITHOBAJIACh, UYTO OH BU[IEJ, KaK s pa3roBapuBaio ¢ Peiiuen, HO
MHe He 0 YeM OBIJI0 6eCIIOKOUTLCS. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfia s Ccelaja IIar co B3[0XOM 00JIerdyeHusI,
MOM TJla3a BCTPETHUIUCH C KEM-TO, KTO CMOTPEJI Ha MeHs C [IPYToi CTOPOHEI 3asIa.

4 3acThia B r'71a3ax 4eI0BeKa, KOTOprI;I BHUMATEJIbBHO OCMOTpPEJI MEHA C I'OJIOBEI JO HOT.

YenoBEK C YEPHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH ¥ 30JTIOTHIMU TTIa3aMu, O6JIECTSAMMMHY, KaK Y 3BEPS, CMOTPEI Ha MeHS
OCTpBIM B3TJISIAOM siCTpeba.

«4To0 3a...»

OH, TOIKHO 6BITB, 3aM€eTHJI, KaK g PaCTepsHa u3-3a TOro, YTO OH CMOTPUT Ha MEH. TeMm He MeHee
OH, IIOX0ZKe, He XOTEJI IIPUBJIEKAaTh BHUMaHHE.

HeT HUYETro XOpOIIero B TOM, YTOOBI CTOIKHYThCS C TAKUM BCTPEBOKEHHBIM ITapHEM B TaKOH [eHb. f
OTBEpHYJACh, YTOOH M30exkKaTh ero B3rJIsAOa, a 3aTeM IIOIlja B JPYTOM HallpaBIeHUH.

¢ HapoYHO IPUTBOPUIIACE, YTO BCE B MOPSKE, MaxKe KOTMa IIJia C ONyIleHHO roloBoM, 60ITOBHS He
IpeKpalanach.

— 910 Creiin, 1oHas JIeOu...

— l'oBop4AT, 4To OHa OoNbHa. M1 UMEHHO 3TO MellaeT el UCII0Ib30BaTh Maruio?

— Bort eme. OHa ogHa U3 CeMU UMIePaTOPCKuX ceMel. OHa He MOXKET HCII0JIb30BaTh Marui? BEITh
yXKe BHITECHEHHOM 13 60phOBI 3a BIAaCTh B TAKOM pPaHHEM BO3pacTe...

«4 Bac cnpiiry, pebsita».

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfia s1 MPOUTHOPHPOBaja WX OOJITOBHIO U ITPOMOJIXKKUIIA UATH, KTO-TO B 6enoi popme
BCTAJl Y MEHS Ha MyTH.

—A?



qa OT'JIAHYJIaCh M IIPOBEPHJIa, HE IIPEerpaxnarw JIiu KOMy-J'II/I6O IIyTh, ¥ YBU]IEJI4, KaK BCE TOT XKe }KYTKI/Ifl
t-IepHOBOJ'IOCIJII‘/JI MyZXK4YKWHaA CMOTPEJI Ha MeHA, CKPECTUB PYKHU.

q: «..»

Cama TOro He 3amedyas, f OTKDPGEIJIA POT ¥ 3aCThI/Id Ha MeCTe.

OH Ha OBe T'OIOBHI BLHIIIIE MEHS U B TPH pa3a IIupe, g Orblna oIesIoMIeHa, HO CaMbIM CTpPaIlIHBIM OBLIH
€ero rijiasa.

Pe3kwuii CBET €ro 30/10ThHIX HCTpe6I/IHHX T'Jla3 3aCTaBUJI MEHA CKJIOHUTE I'OJIOBY.

OH OBITT TaK Xe KpPaCusB, KakK YGHI-OJIOK JIeoH, HO IMOYEMY-TO U3-3d CBOUX I'lla3 Ka3aJICA Oo7blie
IMyrawIioguM, 94eM KpaCaBIEM.

— B=l.

b | B3OPOTHYyJIa OT €0 HU3KO0T'O I'0JI0C4, CJIIOBHO MCXOOAIIETO U3 I"J'IY6I/IHI:I.

— a?

I'nsaps Ha MeHs ¥ Ha MOM HEJIOBKHM OTBET, MyXK4YKMHA MeOJIEHHO 3aKaTHIJI I''ia3a.

MHe ObIJIO UHTEPECHO, UTO, YEPT BO3bMHU, OH IIHITAETCS CKa3aTh. CerogHs MBI BIIEpPBBE BUTUM OPYT
IpyTa, ¥ 3TO MECTO, I7Ie COCTOUTCS Ha3HAuYeHNe TPEEMHUKA, I/ie MOJTHO UMIEPCKUX YHHOBHUKOB.

Eciu 4ecTHO, s1 HEMHOTO 60s1/1ach, YTO YIPOXKAIOIIKE CII0BA BPOME «CIIEAYH 3a MHOM Ha KPHILIY»
pasmamyTcs B MOOYI0 MUHYTY.

«YTto MHe Torga AenaTh? CTOUT M UCIOIb30BaTh Maruio? Ho epeMoHUsI Ha3HaYeHHUS BCe elle...»

Kak TONBKO 5TU MBICTH IIPOMEIILKHYJIN B MOeH T'0JI0Be, 5 YyCIBIIalia HU3KHUU TOJI0C MY2K4YHWHEI.

— M=l Korma-HuOynb BCTPEYaICh PaHbIIe?

OurenomieHHast €ero CJI0BaMH, S IPUIIOAHS A OPOBU B OTBET, UTHOPUPYS BITJISIbL TIONEN BOKPYT
MEeHSI.

— Yto?



Ho My2X4YWHAa HE o6pa1uan BHUMaHNE Ha MOIO PE€AaKIINIO U TOJIEKO IIOBTOPHII:

— M#I Korfia-HuOyab BCTPEYaIuch?

OTa CHTyalus celdyac HaCTOJIbKO cTpaHHas. OH BRITTIIAUT TaK, KaK OyaTo yOexkas u3 JoMa K peke
WopmaH, u s paccMmesinach.

Mensd Tak CMyTHJIa MBICJIb O TOM, YTOOBI TLCTUTH KOMIIAHUHU JleoHa, HO BHE3AMHO IIpunIien CTpaHHHﬁ
YeJIOBEK M 3a[all BOIIPOC, KOTOprfI OBIT OBI IMONyJIAPEH B CEMUNECATHIX 1 BOCBMUOECATHIX I'OOaX.

— Her.

HpI/I 9TUX CJIIOBAX MYyXK4YKHA CKIIOHHUJI T'OJIOBY U HAaXMYPHIICA.

OH, momkHO OBITH, AYMaJl, YTO BeIpaXKeHUe ero ulla nogxopsiiee. Habmogas 3a ero cMymeHueM, s
IIOYyBCTBOBasia ce0ss HEMHOTI'O JIy4lIle.

— Her, momoxauTe, mogyManTe Haf 9TUM...

— 4 yBepeHa, YTO HUKOITIa He BCTpeyYasia HUKOro momoO6Horo BaM. Y, moxarnyicra, MposiBUTE
BEXKJIMBOCTH, BEIb 9TO HAIlla IIepBas BCTpeya.

[Tpu Moux cioBax OOITOBHS OKPYKAIOIIMX CTaja TPOMYe.

MyX4rHa TaK¥XKe OTJITHYJICS C TAKMM BhIpazkeHUeM JInIla, KaK Oy[ATO ero ymapuiu 110 roJioBe.

B 3T0 BpeMs roj10C BeAyIero Ha TpuOyHe 3aI0THUII 3al.

— LlepeMoHUST HA3HAUEHUST HAYHETCS Yepe3 eCsTh MUHYT, IT09TOMY, II0KaIyHCTa, COOEPUTECH
neper TpUOYHOM.

4 mocMoTpena Ha BeOyIIero, CTOSAIIEro Ha TpubyHe, KOTOPHIM TOBOPUI TOPKECTBEHHBIM I'0JIOCOM, a
3aTeM 3ar0BOpPHIIA C YEJIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIHM BCe ellle ITPOCTO CTOSIL.

— 4 moupy.

— Ilogoxnure!

MyxK4rHa IPOTSAHYI IIPaBYI0 PYKY, Kak 6yATO OYeHb CIIEIINJI, HO 3TOTO OBIJI0 HEJOCTAaTOYHO, YTOORI
IOTSIHYTHCS 0O MEHS.



Cnerka usberas pyKd, s HalrpaBUjIach IpPsiMo K TpUOYyHe.

[lepen Heli cTosmnu 1 U Peruern, a TakxXe ellje Tpoe geTel, KOTOPHIE [I0JIy4YaT CTaTyC IPEeeMHUKOB,
Jleon u rpaduns [Tocrei.

— Tenepb BEI BC€ 3HAETe, KaK IIPOXOOUT LIePEMOHU. He HepBHPI‘-IafITe CJIMIIKOM CHIJIBHO.

YHWHOBHUK, CTOSIBIINY Ha TPUOyHE, CITyCTUICS U JTI00e3HO oa00aPHII Hac.

— Korpa Ha30ByT Ballle UM, TOGHUMHUTECH Ha TPUOYHY ¥ IPUMEHUTE MAaruio MjIaMeH! Ha CTeKJIe
nepey BaMu.

Bce xuBHYnU Ha ero ciosa.

OmHaKO BCKOpE I0CJIe 9TOT0 B3TJISAM BedyIIero ObUT yCTPeM/IeH Ha MEeHS, ¥ OH IIPOMOJIXKUII C
0eCIIOKOMCTBOM.

— KoneuHo, B 3ToM rofy y cemMby CIIEHI... TPOU30III0 HEOXKHUTAHHOE TPOUCIIECTBUE, U [JIST 3TOTO
noTpebyeTcs HOMONMHUTETbHAS TPOIEAYPA...

I'padunsa [Toctenp BMelnanach 1 cKa3ana:

— Bawm He 0 ueMm OecnoKoUThHCHA. MBI 103a00TUMCS 00 3TOM.

Ee 0TKPOBEHHO pa3fpazkeHHBIN T0JI0C 3aCTaBUII BEOYLIET0 B3APOTHYTh U MPOOOPMOTATh.

— Ho Ha Bcakuu cinyvai... Jlenu Crnenfi, BBl MOXKeTe OTHATHCS Ha oguyM ¢ MuctepoM [loctengom.
Korpga Bac cIipocsiT, XOTHTe NTH BEL IIepefaTh CBOU CTATyC IpeeMHUKa Muctepy [locTerny, BE MOXeTe
CKa3aThb «[a», XOpoIIo?

B ero rnasax OblyTa CTpaHHAs CMECh XKaJIOCTH KO MHe. f YyBCTBOBAJja, YTO OH IBHITAETCS 3AIUTUTH
cebs ot ynpekos rpadunu [Toctens,.

— Xopotiio.

— 9T0 X0poI1I0. MB HEMeJIEHHO IIPUCTYIIUM K 1IePEeMOHUH, II09TOMY, MTOXKAIYHCTa, TIOTOXKAUTE.

TTocne ToOTo Kak BemymLwii yiiesn, rpaduns [TocTein rpy6o cxBaTuIa MeHS U 3aTOBOPHIIA C
HEIPUSITHBIM [JBIXaHUEM MHE Ha yXO.



— Cpena¥t Bce Kak cnenyert. Eciu 4To-ToO OMOET He TaK, 51 BEIPBY Tebe BCe BOJIOCHI.

4 4yTh He ymaa nepen NOAUYMOM K3-3a TOTO, UTO OHA LIBEIPHYJIa MEHS KaK KaKOW-TO MycCOp.

TeMm BpeMEHEM LIEHTP TpI/I6YHBI 3a/un Oesbli CBET, U BeJIYU.II/IfI, HOJIy‘-II/IBI.HI/Iﬁ AllJIOODMCMEHTEI Hapoaa,
HaQ4aJl 110 o4epegn Ha3bIBaTh KMEHad OeTeu.

4 He 3HAIO TOYHOU IMPUYKHEI, HO MEHS Ha3BaJld MOCIeIHEH.

Korpga s mopHsiack Ha TpuOyHY ¢ JIeoHOM, TO ellle pa3 IMOHsa, HaCKOJIbKO yOOTo 5 BRITIISIAE A 110
CPaBHEHHIO C HUM.

JloxMaThIE BOJIOCH 3aKPHIBAIOT BCE NUI0. M yepHas HakuOKa 0e3 yKpalleHui. JIeOH XKe B CBOIO
ouyepenb OB C TPKOH YIBIOKOM U IeMOHCTPHUPOBAJI CBOIO TaKyl0 XkKe SPKYIO OleKIY U aKCecCyaphl.

Jlionu, HaBepHOE, CMESIUCH IPO cebs, TTISAs Ha KOHTPACT MeXIy HaMU JBYMSI.

— 9puH I¢put Coenn.

B Moux yimiax 3BeHeN CIIOKOMHBIM I'0JI0C BEAYLIETO.

— BEI cormacHEI IlepefaTth cTaTyc npeeMHuKa ceMbu Crenp Jleony Tepsany [locTenny?

Bce B3rmsimbl OBUIN TPHUKOBAHEL KO MHe. OHM 0XKHUOAIOT OT MEHS «a».

B ynyma}omeﬁ TUIIXHE JIIOOU T'JTIOTAJIN CJIIIOHY XU CMOTPEJIU, KaK MOHU FY6BI MeJIEHHO PACKPBIBAKOTCA.

— Her.

[Tpumno BpeMs pa3pyIIUTh UX TTIYTIBIE MEYTHL.

3a MouMHU IIyPIOYyPHBEIMHU BOJIOCAMHU A YHBI68.H8.CB " 9YEeTKO I'OBOpHJIa:

— 4 He cornmacHa. EmuHCTBeHHas HacTosmas npeeMuuna Crein — 910 g, IpuH doput Crneus.
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