"TloyeMy... KOHEUHO, UCNONL3Yys nHMopMaLrio bepTh [IXKopkuHC. C IOMOIIBI0 MOETO €AUHCTBEHHOTO
BepHOTO [ToXkupaTesns CMEPTH, KOTOPHIM HaXOOUTCS B XorBapTce, yOeOUTHLCS, YTO UMS MajlbYuKa
Ob110 BHeceHO B OrHeHHBIN Ky0oK. C momornbio IToxkupaTens CMepTu s 103a00THUIICS O TOM, YTOOH
MaJIbYUK BHIMTPA TYPHUP - YTOOBI OH IIEPBHIM KOCHYJICS TpruBU3apaHOTro KyOKa - KyOKa, KOTOPHIHI
Mou IToxuparens CMepTy npeBpaTuil B [TOPTKIIIOY, KOTOPHIM JOCTABUT €r0 CIOfa, 3a Ipeaesibl
[OCATaeMOCTH IIOMOINHY U 3aIIuTH [Jam06gopa, B MOY XKAyIIKde PyKu. M BOT OH 3[€Ck... MaJb4UK,
KOTOPHIM, KaK BBl BCe CUUTAJIH, CTal Moel norubensio..."

BonmeMopT MenyieHHO IBUHYJICS BIIEpPEe[ U MTOBEPHYJICS MULIOM K ['appu. OH ITOJHSII CBOIO IAJIOUKY.

“pruHO!“

IIHeT! n

Moii KpuK OB TEPEKPHIT KPUKOM "appu, KOTOPHIH GECITOMOIIHO KOPYMJICS Ha CTaTye, ero Iiasa
OBbLIM 3aKPHITH, @ YEJIIOCTh OTKPhITa HACTOJILKO IMUPOKO, HACKOJIBKO 9TO OBIJI0O BO3MOXKHO B €T0
aroHuu. ¢ BCXJIUIIHYJIA, yBUAEB OpaTa B TAKOM COCTOSTHUMU.

A moTOM 3aK/IMHaHUE ucye3no. [appu 6e3BOJILHO BUCET Ha BepPEBKAX, MPUBSI3BIBAIOIINX €T0 K
Hanrpo6uio otia BommeMopTa, ¥ CMOTpEN B 3T SIPKO-KpPacCHBIe I'la3a CKBO3b KaKOU-TO TyMaH. Houb
3BeHeJIa 0T X0x0Ta [loxupaTenei CMepPTH.

"Bl BUANUTE, AyMalo 51, KakK IJIyno OBIJIO IPeArojaraTh, YTO 9TOT MaJlbulK MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs CUIbHEE
MeHs", - cKa3asn BongeMopT. "Ho g xo4dy, 94TOOH HY y KOTO He OCTanock comHeHui. ['appu [ToTTep
u30ezKaJl MeHs 10 CYaCTIUBOM ciiydyaiHoCTU. Y Teneps g cobupaloch oKa3aTh CBOIO CUIy, YOUB €T0
3[ech U ceiyac, Ha I'la3axX y BCeX Bac, Korfa HeT HU [lam6imopa, 4TOOH IOMOYb €My, HU MaTepH,
4yTOOB! yMepeTh 3a Hero. f jam emy manc. EMy GymeT 03BOJIEHO CpaXkKaThCs, U Y BaC He OCTAHETCS
COMHEHUY, KTO U3 Hac cunbHee. Eme HeMHOro, Harvuny, - nporienTan oH, ¥ 3Mesl CKOJIb3HYIIa 110
TpaBe TyAda, Tae cTosanu [loxupaTenu CMepTH.

"Benp y HacC ellje OgUH IoCTh".

['maza BonpmeMopTa 0CTaHOBUIIMCH Ha MHE, U 5 TIOHSII, 4TO C ['appu MOKOHYEeHO. Temeps 5 ObIIT B
[[eHTpe ero BHUMaHUs, U BCe, YTO C 3TUM CBsI3aHO. OH B3MaxHyJ ITaJ04KOH, HO, B oTinyue oT ['appy,
sl He B3BBUI OT 00j11. BMECTO 3TOT0 MEeHS IMOTAIIUIN BEPTUKAJIBHO, BCE ellle KPEeIIKO CBSI3aHHYIO, 1
IaJIbIlbl MOMX HOT efiBa KacaJliuCh TPaBhl. {1 mpoJieTeNl HECKOIBKO (PYTOB BIIiepen U OKa3aJsiCs Iepeq
BongemopToMm.

"A Temepb MBI IMEeM HEOXUIAHHYIO YaCTh MOel uCTopur, pebeHKa, KOTOPOro s He ImpeaBumen”, -
CKas3aJl OH, HAKJIOHUB T'0JIOBY, YTOORI TOCMOTPETh Ha MeHs. f{ CMOTpes B OTBET, ObIXaHHe COMBAJIOCH,
JIUII0 UCKA3MUJIOCh OT y2Kaca. MHe OBIJIO CTPAIIHO CMOTPETh Ha HETo, HO ellle CTpalllHee ObII0 OTBECTH
B3rIsiA. Ecnu 51 0OTBEpHYCH, OH yObEeT MeHS.

"Mucc Jlopena IloTTep, KoTOpas BeIpOCia U cTana CIu3epruHOM, YIEHOM foMa MOero IpaoTia.



Pe6GeHOK, KOTOPOMY s ITO3BOJIMJI KUTh B KQUECTBE aKTa MUJIOCepaus. f momyMbIBal YOUTh BaC, BHI
3Hanu?" cpocui BonmgeMopT. OH OTKPHUT POT, YTOOB! IMTPOIOIKUTD, HO T MHCTUHKTHBHO OTBETHII Ha
€ro BOIIPOC.

IIJ:[a.II

BonmeMopT, Ka3anochk, ObIJT CMyTHO yOUBIIEeH. "A ceitdac?" - mpoIenTas oH. "9To UHTepecHO... CKaxu
MHe, MaJIbll, Kak Thl y3Hau?"

¢ mokayasn rosoBoy, IpUKycuB ry0y. 4 He cTajia eMy paccKa3biBaTh. {1 goBepusna Cemgpuxy
nHbOpMalKio, HaflesCh, YTO OH YHECET ee C CO00M B MOTHJTY, HO S He IpeArnosarana, YTo 3Ta MOTUJIa
OymeT Tak CKopo. A T'appu CTOSITT IPSIMO 3a MOe¥ CIIMHOM M BHUMATEJIbHO ciyitan. OH He MOT 3HaTh,
IIPOCTO He MOT.

"Het", - c1abo ckKa3aJja s, IoKayas roJI0BOH.

"Het?" MennenHo mpousnec BommemopT. "Torma mpomokuM pacckas. f octaBum Tebs B XKUBHIX, HO
IIpexfe 4YeM HallpaBUTh CBOIO ITaJI0YKy Ha TBoero OparTa, 1 HampaBui ee Ha Tebq". Ero manoyka
IIOMIHSIACh U yIIepiach B BepxHUM u3rubd OYKBH S Ha Moel 1meke. "UToOl TH BCerfa 3Haja, 4To 110
MUIIOCTH NlopHa BonpeMopra, HacnegHuKa Cnu3eprHa, TH elle AbIuinh. [[0CTOSSHHOe HallOMAHAaHMe,
BEITPABMPOBAHHOE Ha TBOEM JIMIIE, KOTOPOE HENIb3s CKPHITh HU 3e/IbeM, HU YapaMu. HanmoMmuuauune".

BonmeMopT HenoOpo ycMexHyICcs. "Bo3M0XKHO, eC/iu TH He X04elllb 0TBeYaTh Ha MOM BOIIPOC, 5 AaM
Tebe elle 0gHO HanoMuHaHue". ETo manoyka nepeMecTui1ach C OGHOM CTOPOHBEI MOETO JIHlla Ha
IPYTYIO U JIeTla Ha Molo Ieky 6e3 mpama. Mou Irta3a pacIIMpUInCh, KOTHa 5 TOHSA, YTO OH XOTell
coenarh.

"Het!" 3akpruana s, CyoOpPOXHO U3BUBasiCh B BepeBKax. "HeT, nmoxanyucrta! [Toxanyiicra! Tonbko
He 3T0", - BCXJIUIbIBasa 4. "TonbKo He 3T0... {1 He Mory..."

"OTBeuYall Ha MOM BOIIpOC", - MpophIdas BonmeMopT, ynupasich najo4yKkou B MOIO IIEKY.

"emenTopsl!" B cTpaxe 3akpuyan . "[lemenTopsl! Korga onu mpuOnukaTCs KO MHE, I CIIBIIY...
CJIBIIY... TBOU T'OJIOC... TOX HOUBIO... THl pellaenib, yOUTh MeHS U HeT... OH 3X0M OTHaeTCs y MeHS B
ronose. ['appu, mpocty MeHs!" 1 3aKpuyar, MHTasICh IOCMOTPETh Yepe3 Iaedo Ha [appu, YTOOR
V3BUHUTHCSA 3a JIOXKb.

BonmeMopT B3si7T MOM TOIOOPOIOK B PYKY U iepzKall MeHs ULoM K cefe. "[IpusTHO 3HATD, YTO S
Ipou3Bes Ha TeOsl Heu3TlafiuMoe BIeyaTieHue. 3a 9To, S [yMalo, Thl 3aCIyzKUBaelllb mofgapok. Jlopa
BonmeMopT miefp..." KOHYMK ero majoykyu 3aCBETHUJICS, U 51 IOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 60JIb IPOH3HUJIA MO0
IIeKy U IIPOHMKIIA B KPOBb, KOTTla OH OTKPHUI IOpe3 Ha MOeU IfeKe. f MoYyBCTBOBaJ, Kak ero
1ajioyka BhIBeJla Ha Moell meke S-o0pa3Hyio ¢opMy, 1 3akpudai. Mos 4eCTHOCTb He cllacjia MeHs, a
Uik 00peKiia Ha ellle OOHY MeTKY.



Korpma BongeMopT 3aKOHYHII CO MHOM, OH B3MaxHYJI CBOEH Iajl0oukoi. ¢ BeTesr 06paTHO B CTATYIO U
CII0JI3 Ha 3eMJII0, 3aCTOHAaB OT 60NIM B CIIMHE U HOTaX. [IpOTUB MOEY BOJIM KaIlau OBICTPO U T'YCTO
CKATHIBAJIKCH I10 IIleKaM, JKaJisi HOBBIY IITpaM, U S IPOKIuHAI cebs. [ToueMy s moKeH ObITh TAaKUM,
moueMy s He MOTy OBITh XpabpetioM, rpudduHgopiieM, XoTs Obl B 3TOT pa3? [louyemy g He MOTY OBITh
CUJIBHEIM TIEepPefi BCEMU 3THMU 0€3TUKMMU BparaMu, KOTOPHIM HPABUTCST BUOETh MEHS ClTabbiM?

BonmeMopT mpuxain MeHs K cebe, 3arisgbiBas TIy00Ko B AyImry. f oTBeTU eMy TeM xke. Ero romoc
9XOM OTHABaJICS B MOeH I'0JI0OBe, HO 9TO OBLIM He CTaphle BOCIIOMUHAHUS. OTO OBIM HOBHIE CJIOBA,
y2KacHBIE CJIOBa.

"T®l, HABEPHOE, YOUBJISEIIHCS, TOYEMY 5T OCTABUI Te0ST B XKUBLIX. DTO OBUT HE aKT MUJIOCEPOUS, a
IPOKJIATHE, HalloXKeHHOe Ha TeOs1. Korpa s CHoBa MPU[Y K BJIACTH - U He OIIMOUTECH, 5T IPUMY ellle
manbllle, YeM IIpexye, - Koraa Bail 6paT 6ymeT MepTB y MOUX HOT, Korfa Jam6imop u Bce, KTO GymeT
MHE IIPOTUBOCTOSTh, OYOYT IOBEPXKEHHL... Korfia HacTyImuT 3TOT IEeHb, BH BCE elre OymeTe KUBH'".

"3naems, noueMy? Thl yMHas 0eBOYKa, S BUXKY 3TO II0 TBOeMYy yMy. Tsl yMHa. Moxkellb J11 TH
noramatbesi? Het? Torma Jlopm BonmeMopT pacckaxeT Tebe. f mo3Bostio Tebe XKUTh, YTOOHI, KOrAa 5
BCTaHY Ha BepIInHy BomineOcTBa, HUKTO He TOCMeJl MHE IIPOTUBOCTOSATh. THl CTAHEITh CUMBOJIOM
MOET0 IIPEeBOCXOJICTBA - IOC/IeOHUM 13 6e3HaIekHO0 XPadprix 1 HoOPEIX [I0TTEPOB, CTOSAIINUY Ha
KOJIEHSIX y MOUX HOT. THl CTaHEIIb MOUM IIPU30M, MOUM TpodeeM, TOJI0BOH, TIOBEIIeHHOU Ha CTEHY.
ThI, cTOAIIKY Ha KOJEHSIX ¥ MOUX HOT, Oyaellb 3HaKOM MOero TpuyMda".

¢ OTKMHYT I'OJIOBY Ha3afd U 3aKpuyajl B He00 CBoe OTpeueHHe. 3ByK pe3Ko o0opBascs, Koraa
BonmeMopT B3MaxHys CBOEM IalioYKoW, 3aCTaBUB MEHS 3aM0I4aTth. f mpuBanuicd K Hagrpoouio u
3aBIXaJICs, KOTHa C MEHS CHSIIA 3aK/IMHAHUE.

4... 1 He OBLI YeJIOBEKOM [IJIsT 9TOr0 MOHCTpA. f OB IpeaMeToM, 4YeM-TO O1eCTSIIKUM, YeM OH MOT
II0XBACTAThLCS. f ObLIa XKHMBa TOJIBKO [JISI TOT0, YTOOBI OH MOT JIOMaTh MEHSI CHOBA M CHOBA [JISI CBOET0
YIOBOJIbCTBUS, IOMUUHSATH CBOEH BOJIe, @ IOTOM BHICTaBJIATh MEHS Ha Bceobliee 0003peHue Kak
IIPUMEP CBOEM BOIHU. ITO 3IUJI0 MEHSI. MHe X0TeJI0Ch MPUUYNHUTEL eMy 60JIb 3a 3TO.

"Tebe HpaBsATCS... TpOPeu?" BHIIOXHYI . BommeMopT crenan may3y, ero B3TJIsSA METHYJICS KO MHE.
"Tebe... TeOe HpaBsaTCs Mou?" 4 pe3ko paccMmesyics. "A TH elle He 3aMeTuJ, fa? Kako#-to resui..."

"O yewm, - MeJIEHHO, yIrpoXkKalollle Iporu3HeCc BonmeMopT, - Thl TOBOPUIIL?"

4 pBaHyJCA BIeper, enBa He II0TePSB PaBHOBECHUE U He yIIaB JIMLOM Ha 3eMJII0, HO MHe yIaloCh
MIPUHATH MON0XKEHNE Ha KONMeHIX, HAaKJIOHUBIIKCH BIIepel, HaCKOIbKO 1 OCMenuncs. "TBou
OoMalllHUY BaCUUCK!" 3aKpryasa g eMy B Iuo. "YymoBulle TBOUX IPEOKOB, TBOe HacaencTBo! 4
Houty ero!" ['ma3a BonpeMopTa paclIvpUIUCh, KOTAa OH IIpoYecasl 3HaKOMbIE KUCJIOTHO-3€eJIeHble
Yelyuku MOel MaHTUHU. B ero riasax BCIBIXHYJIa UCKpa HEIOAAEeIbHOro rHeBa. OlIeoMIeHHas
CBOUM YCIIEXOM - 1 IIPUKOCHYJIAaCh K HEMY, 1 3aCTaBUjla ero II0YyBCTBOBATh YTO-TO U3 TOT'O, UTO OH
3dCTaBUII TOYYBCTBOBATH MEHS, - 4 yIIdlld CIIMHOH! Ha CTaTym, 6GSYMHO, HNCTEPUYHO CMEACH, U CIIE3EI
TEKJIU 110 MOEMY JIUILY.



BCHBIXHYJ'I KpaCHBIﬂ cBeT. 4 YCIIbIIIaJIa KPUK l"appI/I, d 3aTeéM MHUD BOKPYT MEHS IIOTEMHEI]I.

Korpa 51 cHOBa O4YHYJIach, TO YBUAeJa CIieHY, KOTOPYIO CHadasla He Morjla NOHATh. ['appu u
BonpmeMopT nmapuniu B KJIeTKe 30JI0TOTO CBeTa B HECKOJIBKUX SIpaX OT Hac, a [0 KpasM Iapuiu
[MoxupaTenu cMepTu. UX mamouku ObIIM COEIUHEHB! 30JI0THIM CBETOM, ¥ ST YBUET IPU3PAYHEIE
burypsl, gpendyromue BHyTpu KieTku. Cenpuk, moxuinas bepTa [[XKOpKUHC, CTApUK ...

Y MeHs nepexBaTHUIIO AbIXaHUeE. f yBUOeNla TaM CBOMX MaTh M OTIla, KOTOpPHIE pa3roBapuBaiu ¢ ['appu.
Pasrosop ¢ I'appu... Hu oguH 1“3 HUX He IOOOIIeN KO MHE.

"Mawma!" 3akpuyarn s1, 6opsick co ceouMu y3amu. "ITama! IToxanyicra! [Toxanmyiicra!"

4 ymonsina ux 0 4eM-To. O KaKOM-TO TPU3HAHUHU, O TTIOMOIIM B OCBOOOKIEHUH, O 4eM-TO. 1 He 3HaI,
YTO UMEHHO. HO HMKTO M3 HUX HE CMOTpPeJl Ha MeHs. Mix BHUMaHue OBbIJI0 MPUKOBAHO TOJIBKO K ['appu,
Ha JIMIle KOTOPOTro OblIa MacKa CTpaxa, PEIIMMOCTH | ellle COTHY JPYTUX BelleH.

"Ceitgac!" npopsryan 'appu u B3MaxHyJI CBOE Ma04YKOU. 30JI0TUCTHIM CBET IIOMEPK, U OH yIlal Ha
3eMJIio, KoTia TeHH XKepTB BonpmemMopTta coOpanuch BOKPYT CaMOIo YejioBeKa. ['appy BCKOUYMII Ha
HOTH ¥ PBaHYJ Yepe3 HaArpobus Ko MHe.

"Tappu!" 3akpuyan 1. "I'appu, momoru!"

'appu HampaBuil Ha MEHS CBOIO Malouyky. [lymaro, OH JaXxe He MCIO0/Ib30Baj 3aK/IMHaHUE, TOJIbKO
yKac, PelInMOCTb U HaMepeHue. BepeBkH, yaepKuBawIlie MeHs, JOIHYIU. 1 BCKOUYUII Ha HOTU U
II0CJIefoBas 3a HUM. MBI yCTpeMUIuch K Tenly CefprKa U 4Jallle - KOHeYHO Xe, Jallla MOrJjla YHECTHU
Hac oTcrona!

"OrnyuuTe ero!" KpukHyn BongemopT.

B mecsitu ¢pyTax ot CeiprKa MBI HEIPHYJIM 3a MPaMOPHOTO aHTefa, 4YToOw n36exkaTh CTPYH KPacHOTO
CBeTa, ¥ YBU[Ie/IM, KaK KOHYMK ero Kphija 06JIOMUIICS, KOTHa B HEro Monasy 3akJInHaHUS.

['appu BEICKOYMII HapyXKy, U g IIOCTEN0BaJI 3a HUM II0 IISITaM.

"MMmneguMeHTa!" - MpOKpHYas OH, AMKO YKa3biBas MaJoYKoW yepe3 Ijiedo Ha Oeryumx Ha Hero
[ToxupaTenei CMEPTH.

Y cHoBa s Obl He cIUIIKOM NTo06e3eH. "Pegykro!"

[To3agu MeHs B30pPBaAJICsA HaJIFp06HBIfI KaMe€Hb, 1 4 YXMEIJIbHYJICA, KOT'Id HO}KI/IpaTeHB CMepPTH
BCKPHUKHYII OT 6OJ'II/I, HO MEI eIlle He ObLIH CBO6OJIHBI. [To3agy HaC MOCTHIIANINCh B3PEIBEI IIAJIOYEK.
Hapg nHamu IIPOHECIINCE CTPYHU CBETA, ITOKaA MEI ITadaJIu. 4 cxBaTunIa CerI/IKa 3a OJHO 3aIlSCThE, a



I'appu - 3a apyroe.

"Orouinute! 4 yonio ero! On moii!" - 3akpuydan Bonmemopt. Ero KpacHble I'j1a3a MbIajad B TeMHOTe.
BUMETI, KaK ero poT UCKPUBUIICS B YILIOKe, BUMEN, KaK OH IIOJHSJ IIal0uKy.

"Axknuo!" KxpukHyn g, ¥ ['appu chenan To XKe camMoe, HallpaBUB HalllM NaJIOYKU Ha TpuBU3apOHEIN
KyOoK. OH B3JIeTesI B BO3[yX U IOJIeTeN K HaM. 4 mmoiiMalt omHy PYKOSITKY, a 'appu cXBaTui gpyryo.
Kpuk sapoctu BonpeMopTa pa3fancsa B TOT Ke MOMEHT, KOTia s I0YyBCTBOBAJ TOJTYOK 3a IIYIIKOM,
o3HauaBmui, yTo [IopTK/II0U cpaboTas - OH YHOCUJ Hac B BUXPe BeTpa U IBeTa, ¥ Cegpuka BMeCTe C
HaMu... MBI BO3BpalllaIkCh.
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