I'nmaBa 417: TIpopo4ecTBo

CTapyxa YyThb HE yIIaJla IIPU BULE OCJIENIUTEJIbHOI KpaCaBHUIIEI, U en IIPHUIIIIOCH UCIIOJIB30BATh BCE
CBOH ThICAYEJIETHHUE 3HAHUI, YTOOHI OEePXKATh cebs B PyKax.

"CesaTag MMnepaTpuila, oy MeHs 00JblIasi 4eCTh IO3HAKOMHUTHCS ¢ BaMu". CTapyxa He MOTJia He
CKa3arTh.

"He TpaTb MOe BpeMs, TOBOPH, AJIf Yero THL 3[eCh". IIpeaynpennia UMIepaTpuLa.
Crapyxa B3gpOTHYyJa U caejasna riy0oKuii BHoX, 4ToOk HabpaThcs xpabpocTw.

"ME1... 00HAPYKUIIK CJIe[IbI TOT'0 CTAPOT0 MOHCTPA'". CKa3asa CTapyxa, JoCTaBas BOCbMUYTOJIbHOE
3epKarso, 4ToOH II0Ka3aTh €r0 UMIIepaTPHIIE.

ViMmepaTpullia CeKyHAy CMOTpesa Ha 3epKaJio, Mpexke YeM OHO aBTOMaTU4YeCKH MOAJIeTENI0 K Hel.
OHa B3si71a €T0 B PYKH ¥ IIPUCTANIBHO BIIISAMENIach B HETO, paccCMaTpuBas u300paxkeHue,
3aIeyaTiIeHHOe B HEM.

9T0 GBUIO KOJIOCCAJIBHOE CYIIECTBO C BOCEMbIO HOTAMU ¥ JECATHIO 30JI0TUCTO-KEJITHIMU I'Ia3aMu. Y
Hero ObILTI0 KOCTIIgIBOoe OeJioe TeJlo, a o3afy Hero 6ecyucieHHble HUTH 00pa30BhIBaIM IIJIOTHYIO
ayTUHY.

970 OB HE KTO UHOM, KakK nayk-Tkad [1ycToTsl, CIOKOHT.

"9TO OeWCTBUTENBLHO OH... IIOCJIE CTOJIbKUX JIeT..." IpobopMoTaja UMIepaTpulia.
3aTeM OHa OINISIHYJIacCh Ha CTApyXy ¥ IPOU3HECTA.

"T'me oH?" cmpocuma OHa.

"OH B OOHOM U3 MUPOB CMEPTHBIX... UJIH, II0 KPaHEX Mepe, UMEHHO OTTYZa MBI IOJIy4YUJIU €0
CUTHATYpy LK". OTBETUJIA CTapyXxa.

"CmepTHbI# Mup? OH? Thl MBITaembCS 00MaHyTh MEeHs?" XOJIOMHBIM TOHOM CITPOCHIIa UMIIepaTpHUIla.

"f He cMero, uMnepaTpulia. KinsgHyCh CBOeU XKU3HBIO U XKU3HBIO CBOUX IIOTOMKOB, BC€, YTO S TOBOPIO, -
IIpaBfa ¥ TOJIBKO ITpaBpa. Ecnu s conry, s mo3Boito rHeBY JIyHbI 00pYIIMTHCS Ha MeHs!" 3asBuia
cTapyxa.

Kak TonbKo OHa IMpor3Hecsa KISTBY, BOJIHA 1M IIOSIBUIAach U3 HUOTKY/Ia ¥ OKpyXKuia ee Tejao. OHa
IIpOTIUTAJIa ee TeJlo, ¥ cunbHas 60yb HanonHua ee. Ho gaxe oy gaBieHueM OHa He ITocMesia
ITPOSIBUTH HY MaJleHIero HefoBOIbCTBA. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO CeKYH 60JIb YTUXIIa, U OHA 00JIeTYeHHO
B3[IOXHYIA.

"3HaQYUT, Thl TOBOPHUIIL IIPaBy..." CKa3ajla UMIlepaTpullia, TOBEPHYBIINCEH CIIMHOM K CTapyXe.
Ona Hayaa BXOJWTH B XpaM U CJieTKa IIpou3Hecsa: "Cienyu 3a MHOI".
"[la, MnepaTpuia!" moCHemHo OTBETHIA CTapyXa U IIOCIeqoBasa 3a Heu.

BHyTpH XpaMm BHITJISEN Ha YOUBIEeHUE 00BIIEHHO, HO Hellb3sl OBIJI0O OTPHUIIATh CUITY, 3aK/TI0UEHHYIO B
aTux creHax. CTapyxa IIO4yBCTBOBaJa, KakK Ha 10y BEICTYIIMIN KalleJIbKU IT0Ta, KOToa OHa OIIyTHIa
TIOBCIOAY ITPUCYTCTBYIOIIME MaCCUBH 06pa30BaHUM.



Oun IIPUIIINX B 3adJI, B HEHTPE KOTOPOTO OBLIT BO3OBUTHYT IIbeOeCTall. I/IMHepanI/IU;a IIOCTaBHIIa Ha
HEero BOCbMHUYTOJIbHO€ 3€PKaJI0, ¥ OHO aBTOMATH4Y€CKHU CIJIUJIOCH C IOCTAMEHTOM. [IremecTan Hauan
CBETUTLHCA, U B BO3yXe ITOABUJIACh 3aBe€Ca CBETa.

Ha 3aHaBece cBeTa Obla BHOHA KAPTHHA HOYHOTO HebOa. Ha Hem MepImain OecunciIeHHBIe 3BE3bI, U
Ka3aJIOCh, YTO OHU OBUXKYTCA. [TocTeneHHO CKOPOCTH UX ONBUXKEHHUSA YBEIIMUKNBAJIaCh, 1 3aHaBeC
CJIOBHO YBEJIMYMIICA. Tenepb BMECTO 3Be€3[0 Ha HEM OBLIH BUOHEI IE€JIBIE€ TAJIaKTUKU U TYMaHHOCTH.

HWMnepaTtpulla yKa3aa najblieM Ha CBETOBOU 3aHaBeC, U OH CHOBa HayaJ caBUraThcs. Ha 9TOT pa3
mepen HUMHY IOSIBUJICS CTPAHHBIN PA3HOIBETHHIN CJIoM. Ha OlHOM CTOPOHE CJ10sT OBIIM BUTHEI
rajlakTUK{ U TYMAHHOCTH, a Ha APYyrod - KpoMeIIHas ThMa.

Ha nune umnepaTpuubl IOSBUIOCH XMYPO€E BhHIPaXKeHMe, U OHa ITI0Kayajla TOJI0BOM.
"B yem npo6eMa, UMIepaTpuIia?" CIpocuia crapyxa.

"Kak s 1 oxupgana, HaiiTu ero O6ygeT He Tak IpocTo. Eciu Okl 3T0 OBIIO Tak, 51 OBl y2Ke JaBHO 3TO
crernana". OTBETHIIa UMIIEPATPHUIIA.

"3HA4UT I ITO, YTO..." C COMHEHUEM npou3Hecsa Crapyxa.
"Ham npupeTtcs I00oXaaTh... OH BCe ellle BHe Halllell ocaraeMoCTH". oTBeTUNa MMepaTpuua.

Crapyxa 1mo4yBCTBOBaJjla, YTO €€ CEPJLe yIano, YBUOEB IeYalbHOEe BEIPaKeHHe JIKIla UMIIEPaTPHUIIHL.
9TO IIMIIOCh MeHbIIle CEKYH/BI, HO CTapyXa ITI0YYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO JOJIXKHA ITOCBITUTH Ce0st
UMIIepaTPHIIE.

"MBl... HAIIJTE KOe-4TO ellle, UMIepaTpuiia. Ho s He 3Ha0, CTOUT JI 3TO Ballero BpeMmenu". Ctapyxa
TOBOPHJIA OCTOPOXKHO.

"Mwm? 'oBopuTe, 5 fat BaM pa3pelleHue". MMnepaTpulla pa3pelnnia.

"BmecTe ¢ CUTHATYpOU LK CTApOr0 MOHCTPA, MBI HAIIIX CJIefbl 4ero-To emle..." CTapyxa coepxkasacs.
"Crensl 4ero?" cupocuia UMIepaTpuIa.

"Koctauoro Brnapgsiku TereBoro Mpaka..." cka3ana Crapyxa.

"OH... OH BCe ellle XKUB?" CIIpoCHUa UMIIepaTpulia, ee royioc ObI HallOTHEH YOUNCTBEHHBIM
HaMepeHUEM.

"Ero yOuBamu MHOTO pa3, HO er0 YHUKaJIbHEIE CIIOCOOHOCTH IT03BOJIUIM €My BBIXKUTH O CUX IIOP.
[1ATh THICSTYETIETHY Ha3al BOCTOYHBIM HeOECHBIM JBOP COBEPLINI Ha HETO HAMaleHUe ¥ YHUYTOXKUIT
OCHOBHYIO 4aCTh €T0 CO3HaHUS.

MEI TIojTaraeM, 4To 9TO MOXKeT OBITh OMUH U3 (PparMeHTOB ero aBaTapa, KOTOPHIH O/TyXKaas B MIyCTOTe.
CTpaHHO, HO MBI TIOYYBCTBOBAJIM €T0 CIIE[E B TOM XK€ MUPE, YTO ¥ CJIeIhl CTapoOr0 MOHCTpA".
00BsICHUTIA CTapyXa.

"XMm! MepTBell, 4be BPeMSs JaBHO IIPOIIJIO, CMEET BCe ellle KUTh". co 3710001 ITpou3Hecsa
“MIepaTpuLa.

"MIMmepaTpwuIia... XoueT, YTOOBl MBI BMEIIATHUCh?" 0CTOPOKHO cipocuia Ctapyxa.



"HeT... MBI He MOXK€EM HapYUIUTh ITPaBuia HeOeCHOTo iBopa. I[ToKa OH 0CTAaeTCs B MUPE CMEPTHHIX,
MBI HEe MOXKeM ero Tporats". UMmepaTpulla roBopusia C pa3oyapoBaHUEM.

"TToxoxe, cynpOa He O6/1arOBONIUT HaM...", - ITOAMHNCANa CTapyXa.

['ma3a uMnepaTpHIlB clerka 3abecTeny, KOrfa OHa YCbllIalia ee CJIoBa.

"Cynnba, ma?" mpobopMoTasa UMIepaTpula.

"ThI cCKa3asa, 4To-TO UMIlepaTpulia?" OTBEeTUIa cTapyxa.

HMnepaTpulia mocMoTpesia CTapyxe B IJla3a U Cllerka IoKadasla I'0JI0BOH, IIpeXke 4YeM 3arOBOPUTE.

"Ckaxu MHe... KaK IIpoABUTaeTcst paboTa Hafl CEMbIO POJOBEIMU 3MesiMK? UTO ITPOU3OIIIIO 3a
IIocJieqHue ceMb IIOKOJIeHun?"

"MEI CMOT/IM M3BJI€Yb OAHY M3 CEMU POAOBBIX 3MEM OKOJIO ABafLlaTU IATU THICAY JIET Ha3af, HO
OCTaJIbHBIE 10 CUX [10Op He HauaeHw!". oTBeTUIa CTapyxa.

"YU Kakas ke oHa? M B KaKOM COCTOSTHUU OHA HAXOOUTCS, IOTOMY 4TO 5 €€ He II04yBCTBOBaja?"
CIIPOCHIIa UMIIepaTpHUIIa.

"3t0... Tpexkortucteiii Teppa I[IutoH. Ho, K coxKaneHNI0, OH HAXOOUTCS B OKAMEHEIIOM COCTOSHUH, 1
MBI He CMOTJIA €r0 OKUBUTR". 0TBeTU Ia CTapyxa.

"Xoporo... IPEHECUTE €T0 MHe. A chemna 3To caMa'. IpuKa3ajia UMIepaTpulia.

"Kaxk npukaxeTte, UMneparpulia!" oTBeTusa cTapyxa ¥ OCIEIINIa BEIIOJIHATE CBOKO 3atayvy.

Korpa crapyxa yita, uMIiepaTpulla BHIIIIIa U3 XpaMa U yCTaBUIach Ha OJeJHO-3eJIeHYI0 JIYHY.
"Korpa-HuOyb S UCIOJIHIO IPOPOYECTBO, MaTh, KJISTHYCh YECThI0O UMIIEPATPULIEL... M Korga HacTaHeT

TOT OeHb, CekTa 3MenHou JIyHsl oMoeTcs moxpeMm Cnasei!"
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