— BuBwuaH, TH He ogHa? — B 3aMKe IIOSIBUJICS eH.Ié ONYH 3aHNMAaTEeJIbHLIN YeJI0BeK.

— 4 nuimk okasana eMy HeOOJIbIIyIo OMOoIIs, — HuMys Mmofolia K HOBOMY I'OCTIO, — 3TO MOM
yuurtess, MepiuH.

Ha MaT30 cMOTpen MOJIofo¥ apeHb HeBLICOKOTO POCTa ¢ OeIbIMU BOJIOCAMU ¥ CMa3/IuBOH,
JKEHCTBEHHOM MOPHAIIKOW, Ha KOTOPOU ITOKOUIach ApyxKentoOHas yneiOoKa. B romose y Tekkepest
IIPOU30IIEN KOTHUTHUBHEIN IrcCcOHAHC. He TakuM oH cebe MpenCcTaBIIsii BETUKOTO IIPUIBOPHOTO
BoseOHUKa KOoposi ApTypa, MeprnuHa!

«MepnuH... Kopons ApTyp... { B npouuioe yrogun!!!» — chenan 1oru4Heli BEIBOL MaTso0.

Kamernot yxe ocHoBanu? ApTyp yxe ctajy KoponeéMm? Ecnu HeT, To MaT30 € yIOBOIbCTBHEM
TIOTIBITAICS. OBl BHITSIHYTH JIETeHAAapHbIM IKCKanuoyp! ITOT Med OyeT HeIlI0X0 CMOTPETHCS B €T0
JINYHOU KOJUIEKIINH OPyXKUs.

— OT0 4TO 3a OMCEHEH? — YUUTEeNb U YYeHUIla CTPAaHHO APYT Ha Opyra nocMoTpenu. — Y pa3se TH
He Humyas?

— HuMys — ogHO U3 UMEH MOE yUYEeHHUIIbl, — BMECTO HEE OTBeTU MepiuH, monpasiss 6enyio pooy
C CHHUMH JIEHTOYKaMH, — OHa TaKXKe W3BeCTHA KaK BuBraH 1 Brapgeryuiia o3epa.

— Hy ok, 4€, — moxarn nne4amMu MaTa0, ITOCJIe Yero OTIIPaBuI B UHBEHTapPh IieM. — [IpusaTHO
TI03HAKOMUTCSI, MepIuH, — OH IOHOIIEN K Mary, B3sIJT €70 PYKY ¥ Haydasl TPSICTH B IPUBETCTBUU. —
Martao Tekkepewu.

— Jxe-xe-xe... — CKOH(YyXKeHHO paccMmessncsa MepnuH. — MHe Toxe, cap Mart3o...
— 4 He prillapb, — MaT30 1300pa3ui pyKaMu KpecT nepeq co6oii.
— OH myTellleCTBEHHUK, YYUTEb, ¥ UIIeT TBOeU nmoMomiu. OH X04eT...

— 4 xouy cTaTh phillapeM, — MpepBal AeBYLKY TekKepeii, — IPHU IBOPe KOPOJIsi, — Ha CaMoM [IeJie,
TIapeHb IIPOCTO X0YeT TOCMOTPETh Ha APTypa U ero Medy.

— Xoueb cnykuTh YTepy [lenaparony? Trl BRTTISAUILIL KaK PHIAPh, HO YTOOH! CTATh UM, OIHOM
BHEITHOCTH MaJlo.

— 4 ymeto MaxaThCsl, — yNIBIOHYJICS BO BCe 3yObl MaT30.

— IM... — MepnuH CKOH(PYKEHHO ITOCMOTPEST Ha YYEeHUIly, HafgesCh, YTO OHA OOBSICHUT 3HAYECHHUE
TIOCJIETHETO CJIOBa, HO OHA caMa CTOsijla C 3aAyMYUBLIM BhIpakKeHUEM Julla. — ...

— Hawm HyXHO IOroBOpUTh, yunuTenb. Haemune.

BuBuaH 3akphisa 3a co0oit mBepb. OHU OKa3alIuch B HEOOJIBIION KOMHATE, KAMEHHBEIE CTEHBI KOTOPOU
OBLITM CKPBHITH 3@ BLICOKMMM IKadaMu, 00 0TKa3a 3a0MTHIMU KHUTAMU U CBUTKaMu. To XKe KacaeTcs u
pabouero cToa.

MepuH Hayaa MacCUpPOBaTh 100, CTapasiCh MEPEBAPUTh 9Ty CTPAHHYIO BCTPedy. MaTa0 BHITJISSAUT
KaK MfealbHbIN phillapb. He Bce B KOPOJIEBCKOM OBOPE MOTYT CPaBHUTHCS C €r0 KpacoTou. MepiuH
JKUBET yKe He ONUH JEeCSITOK JIET, OH TOYHO MOXKEeT CKa3aTh, CUJIEH JIU YeJIOBEK Iepef HUM WU HET,



— M03TOMY OH YBEpEH, UTO MaT20 He criabak. PackpemoméHHoe MoBeieHre U HEBUAWMAs aypa CHUIIh,
OKpyXalolasi MOJIOIOTO MAPHS, SICHO aBaJii TOHSATh, YTO OH CIIOCOOEH MOCTOSTh 3a cebs.

BoT Tonbko MepnuH He YyBCTBOBa/ B HEM Maru4ecKou CUibkl. TouHee, Marus YETKO OIIyIaiach B
ero OpoHe. Jlto0ast Maruueckas 9KUIIUPOBKA HE €CTh YTO-TO HEBEPOSATHOE IJIsT JAHHOT'0 MUpa, HO OHa
oueHb pengka. Cam ¢akT Toro, 4To MaT30 BlafieeT TaKoy OPOHEHN, 0 MHOTOM I'OBOPHT.

— Brl moMoxeTe eMy?
— He 3nato, BuBruaH, — KpUBO yIBIOHYJICS Mar, — OH MOKET OBITh IIMTHUOHOM.
— BrI u BIIpaBay Tak mymMaeTe? — BHITHYJIa OPOBb AEBYIIKA.

— Ha camowm perne HeT... OH He II0X0XK Ha IINKUOHA, CKOpee Ha pebeHKa... Ho, TH 3Haelb, MHOTHE
TI03aBUAYIOT ero 06pa3y Ku3Hu. He Kax[blil CMOXKET B TAKOM BO3PACTe COXPAHUTh BHYTPEHHETO
pebénka. OH cunbHee, Y4eM KaXKeTCs.

— la, — KWBHYIJIA HI/IMYS, — CHa4aJlla 4 3aaBaJIaChk BOIIPOCOM, KaK OH CMOT BEIZKHUTE C TAKUM
XdPaKTePOM, HO ITIOTOM OH IIOKd3adJl CBOX HABLIKH. CKa}Ky 4YeCTHO, B OnmuKHEM 0010 €MY PAaBHEIX HET.

— XM-M... — 3aAyMYuBO MPOTSIHYNT MepnuH. — ThHl IpaBaa X04elb, YTOOH! s IIOMOT eMy?

— Ecnu Takoii 4enoBek, Kak oH, O6ymeT nogye Kopons YTepa, To He CTaHET M OH OT 3TOTO TOJIBKO
cunbHee?

— BnonHe MoXeT OLITH, — Mar IIPUKPEHIII I'JIa34a, — Marts0 He OBITI0O B MOUX BUOEHUAX, IIO3TOMY OH HE
CMO2KeT CHUJIBHO IIOBITHUATE Ha UCTOPHIO. Ho nmocnegHee CI0BO OCTAHETCS 3a KOpOHéM, IIpaBOa, AyMalo,
KOPOJIb COTJIaCUTCA. Bcé xke BoiiHa C BapPBapaMU OdJIEKA OT 3daBEPIIEHUI.

— Torma cerogHs 3aHsITHN He OymeT?
— BynyTt, — Beceno yneiOHynCcsS MepnuH, — Hall O0IIKY 3HAKOMBIH TOJ0XK. ..

Bropyr mapouka ycbliiana FPOMKHM TPOXOT CO CTOPOHBEI TPEeHMPOBOYHOTO 3ajia. OHU Ha BCEX Mapax
BBIOEKAJIM M3 KOMHATH ¥ TOMYaJIMCh K HUCTOYHHUKY IITyMa, a fo0exkaB, yBUAeIH OOJbIIHE KYCKH
KaMeHHOT0 II0TOJIKA, BOKPYT KOTOPHIX KaK OLIMapeHHbH Oeran MaT30, 3aKphIBast JIUIIO0 PYKaMH.

— Mart30! — B HECBOUCTBEHHOU el MaHepe KpuKHYJla BuBuaH. — UTo Ciy4unocs?!

— BuBuas, meTk... — feByIIKa 37100HO HaxMypuiack. — ['ocmoxa...  He4asHHO CJI0MaJ IIOTOJOK. ..
BoT 3TUM... — BO BCIIBIIIIKE CBETA ¥ HETO B PYKe MOSIBUIACh MaJjleHbKas U3sIIHas 30JI0Tas Koca, K
KOHITy KOTOPOU [TMHHOM IeT1hi0 OBITT IPUBSI3aH KPOLIEUHKIN HOX. — ¢ HEMHOTO He PACCYHUTAll...
XoTen UL HEMHOTO TI0llapamnaTh, a OH BCIO KPHIIY K YepTOBOM MaTepu cHec! OTBeyalo, 9T0 He 51! —
OH HayaJ TPSICTY AUKOBMHHOe opyxue. — OHO caMo Tak cfefaso, peanbHo! EmKuH KoOT, BOT 1 X
3HaJI, YTO He Hafio OblyIo TPpeHUThCS ¢ HuM! 9 Ke um ogHaxnbl OeHpupy Oaiky Hadur OTCEK, He
YOUBUTEILHO, YTO IIOTOJIOK-TO He Bhifepxkas! Ho s Bc€ ckieto! S He cTpouTeNb, HO 51 BCE IOYMHIO. ..

— W kaK X&Ke TH 3TO Clelaellb? — HeJOBOJILHO IPOrOBOPHIa AEBYIIKA.

— 9M... Hy... — nouecarn 3aTrinok Tekkepel. — [laBaii g Tebe eIllé opyzxKue MOAT0HIO, ¥ TOTAa MHL B
pacuéTe, OKEIOMKNA? — HauBHO YIBIOHYICS MaTa0.

— OX... — T4XKeJo B3n0oxHYy/I MepnvH. — Hanecs, OH He YHUUTOXKUT 3aMOK KOpPOJist YTepa...
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