CrapeiinvHa IepeBHH OB YOeXKIeH, 4TO B XKuIaxX Banmesns TeueT KPoBb Teposi. II09ToMy BO BpeMsi
IIepPEeBEHCKOT0 COOpaHus CTapeHInnHa IepeBHU 00BSICHUI CBOIO TUIIOTE3Y O TOM, YTO Banmgens MoxeT
CTaTh CcrenyloummM repoem. [Tocie monrux o0bsICHEHUN CTapeHIInHA JePEBHY IIPEI0KUI BCEM
JKeJAIoIIUM BHECTH CBOIO JIEIITY B OIUIATY IOCTYIUIEHUS Basmesns B PHIAPCKYI0 aKaIeMHUIo.

Koneuno, B 3TOM roay OH BCe ellle He MOT’ MIOWTH, TaK KaK OBIJI CIIUIITKOM Moson. CaMbIii MITaIIAN U3
HHUX JOJIZKEH OBITH B COCTOSIHUM IIPpUCYTCTBOBATH OBLT B BO3pacCTe ImeCTHaAlaTH JIeT. Maio Toro, 4To
UM HYXKHO OBLIIO 3aIIJIATUTh IBe 30JI0ThIE MOHETHI 3a BX0O. Korma XKuTtenu OE€PEBHU YCIIBIIIAIn 3TO,
OHH OBLITH IIOTPSACEHEI. HeKOTOpHe N3 HUX JaXKe He XO0TEeJIN BMEIINBATLECs, HO TEIIEPh, YCIILIIIAB IIEHY,
Opyrue, KOTOPEI€ XOTEIIN IIOMOYb, TOXKE 3aX0TeJId OTCTYIIUTh.

3aTeM CTapeulInHa OepeBHU CKa3all ellle OOHY Belllb, KOTopas ellle pa3 MOTPsACiia XUTejel JepPeBHU.
OH cKa3zaji, 4YTo BO3bMeT Ha cebs I0JIOBHHY pacxomoB. OH caM 3aIlyIaTUT OJHY 30JI0TYIO MOHETY, a
IPYTYIO 30JI0TYI0 MOHETY MOTYT [laTh BCE OCTaJIbHbIEe MYK4YNHE J€PEeBHHU.

— IIpocTuTe, 4YTO CIpalIMBalo, HO TI0OYEMY MBI JOJIXKHEI IJIaTUTh 3a 00yueHue Banpmens? 910 yxe
IOBOJILHO TPYOHO IIPOCTO NPOMTH. Y MeHs MaJlo IeHer, TaK Kak XKe s MOT'Y UX [aTh?- 3alpoTeCcToBal
OOVH U3 MyXKYUH.

-Ila, “MeHHO Tak!- 3a HUM IociieioBal eie onuH. OTell Banmens He MOT HUYEro CKa3aTh, IIOTOMY
YTO HE MOT 3aCTaBUTh UX MOMOYb. Ecniu OBl OH MOT, OH X0TeJI OBl 3aIlJIaTATh 3a BCE, HO OOHA 30J10Tas
MOHEeTa yxe Oblja [Jis Her0 HeBO3MOXKHA, He TOBOPS YK€ O [IBYX.

— Bel mypaku! Brl 305111, KTO CIlac Bally XKankue xKu3Hu?! Ecnu 6b1 Bangens He yOuln KpacHOTO
Me[Be[isi, Mkl OBI ITOCJTA/IH BCEX, KTO ObIJI B COCTOSTHMY CPazKaThCsS C HUM, U JaxXKe C 3TUM He OBIIO0
HUKAKOM rapaHTuu nobensl. MHOrue u3 Bac... HeT, Bce Mbl moru6nu On1 6e3 Banpmens! Tak 4To Xe,
IeHbI'Y BaxKHee Balllel XKU3HU?- KpUKHYI cTapedInHa JepeBHY, U 3TO OB IIePBHIM pa3, Korga OHU
YCHBIIANN, KaK CTapUK KPUYUT Ha KOT0-TO.

XOTs TO, 4TO CKa3all CT&prILHPIHB. OepPeBHHU, 3aCTaBUJIO UX YCTRIOUTLCS, OHX BCE PABHO OOJIZKHEL OBLIH
CKa3aThb TO, YTO OOJIZKHEI OBLIIH CKa3aTh.

— IJaxe Tak! eciy MBI IOMOXKeM Basifesnio 3anIaTUTE 3a PHILAPCKYI0 aKafleMUI0, MEL BCe PaBHO
ympeM. He 13-3a KpacHOTO MefBe[s, a u3-3a 6efHOCTHA. HeKOTOphle U3 MyK4YMH KUBHYJIA B OTBET Ha
3TO 3asiBJIEHUE.

CrapeiilivHa OepeBHU (BIPKHYJI, YCIIBIIIAB 9TO 3asgBICHUE.

— VmepeTs ot 6egrocTu? Heyxenu? Thl, JOMXKHO OBITh, IIyTHUIL, BpeHTOH. Msico, KOTOPOE BHL €IUTE,
NOCTaBIISIEeTCS OXOTHUKaMU [lePeBHU, KOTOPHIe Pa3felifioT 4acTh Msca, Ha KOTOPOe OHU OXOTATCH.
YacTb 0HM OCTaBIAIOT cebe, a OCTambHOe NMPOAaloT. 3HAYUT, BE HE YMpETe C T'OJIONY, 3HAUUT, BE
yMpeTe 13-3a Hanoros? Hanoru neicTBUTEIbHO HEMHOTIO TAXKEI0BaThl, HO He HACTOJIbKO
Oe3paccynHbl, YTOOH y BaC HAYEro He 0CTanoch. Vinu BBl He XOTUTE TOJENIUThCS JeHbraMy, Tak Kak
BaM OHU HYXKHEI /ISl IeBYILIeK JIETKOro noBefeHus? Tl HaHUMaeIlb UX KaXIbIM pa3, Korga
npre3xaellb B ropon. CTapeulliHa JepeBHU C OTBpallleHreM [I0CMOTpell Ha bpeHToHa, OH Takke



IMOCMOTPEIJI Ha OPYTHUX, KTO IMOOAOEP2XKHUBAJI 3TOIr0 OJypaKa.

-4 Bce 3TO0 3HAIO, MOXKET, S ¥ CTap, HO S He TaKOM Aypak, KakK Thl. Bl X0TUTE, YTOOH! s CKa3asl Ballein
KeHe?.. Ha camoMm fene TH X04ellb, YTOOBI 1 paccKa3aa BCEM TBOMM xkeHaMm?- CTapedIlHa IepeBHU
yrpoxkas OpyruM MyK4YrWHaM AePeBHU, KOTOPhIE He XOTeNI COTPYOHUYATh.

«Ho 51 HUKOTrIa faXke He MPUKacasCs K OPyroi XKeHIuHe, He TOBOPS y&Ke 0 TOM, YTOOBI IIOUTH K
IIPOCTUTYTKE— CKa3aJjl OOWH U3 MYKUYKH, IPOTECTOBABIINUX pPaHee.

-XM, 51 3Hal0 BCe TBOU I'DSI3HBIE MaJIeHbKIE CEKPETH. Y MeHd eCcTh xopouui UHdopmaTop, Tak 4To,
€CJIU BEL HE XOTUTE, UTOOH! 51 TOBOPHUJI BAIIMM XKeHaM, Bl MOXKETe TOM0Yb. BMecTo TOro, 4TOOk
MICII0JIb30BaTh JEHbI'U [ IIOKYIKY OeCIIOJIe3HbIX Belllel, UCII0Ib30BaTh UX AJIT MOIIEHHUYEeCTBa U
npoueit mofo0HOM epyHHL. [ToueMy Obl BaM, JIFOAU, IPOCTO HE UCIOIL30BaTh €T0 [JIs Balllero
Croacurens, nnsg Hamero Crnacutensa? Kpome toro, ecnu Banpgens cTaHeT prILlapeM, CTaTyC 3TOU
IePEeBHU TTOBLICUTCS, @ HaJIOTW yMeHbIIaTcsa. OH MOT OBl jake TOMOYb HaM C 3TUM y2KaCHBIM
MapKu30M.- Korpia KUTeIu [epeBHH YCIIbIIANN YTPO3y CTapeHIInHbl, OHU TOYYBCTBOBaIK cebs
6ecniomourHeiMu. OHU 3HAJH, KaKue 3JI0[esIHUS COBEPIIUIIH.

Ho Korga oHU yCIbIIanu MOCIeTHIO YacTh PeYU CTapeUIINHEL IePEeBHH, OHU ITOYYBCTBOBAIM Ce0s
HEMHOT0 00Jiee MOTUBHPOBAHHBIMY, YTOOH TIOMOYb. Tenepb OHU YOUBJISINCH, IOYEMY OH IIPOCTO He
Hayasl C 3TOoro.

— Bac, monopmexs, Tak JIeTKO YuTaTh. Ecnu g HAQ4YHY C TOT'0, YTO HEKOTOPEIE U3 BAC MOT'YT IIPOCTO
COT'TIaCHUTBCH, TIOTOMY YTO OPyTHE COEJIalIh 3TO, TO II03XKe 51 Y3HAl0, YTO BEL B006I_I_Ie HE XOTUTEe
IIoMorarta. HOSTOMY S IIPOCTO CKa3all, 4TO A X049y, YTOOBI IIPpOM301IJI0, ¥ BRI, OYPAKH, OYEBHUHO,
BO3pPazKaliyd, 3aTeM s yIrpozxKall BaM BCe€M, 3aCTaBJisAdA BaC IIOMOIr'aThk, HAKOHEI], 4 OaJl BaM JIYUIIyIO
IIPUYNHY ITOMOYb, 3aCTaBUB BaC YYBCTBOBATH cebs1 HeMHOTro OoJee MOTHBHPOBAaHHEBIM. »

Korpa xuTenu nepeBHU YCIBIIIAY, YTO CKa3aJl CTapetIIiHa, OHU BCe TIOAyMaJll TO Ke CaMoe.
Kaxko# XuTpeIi CTaphIi TucC OBLI IepeBeHCKUM cTapocTa. Cleayomlei TeMo#, 0 KOTOPOH IOBOPUIIH
JKUTEJN OePeBHHU, ObIJT BCTYIUTENIbHBIN 9K3aMeH, UM HYKHO OBIJI0 HayYUTh Banmgens 4yuTaTh U
nucaTh. Hy, maXke eCciii OH ITPOBa/IUT MUCbMEHHBIN 3K3aMeH, II0Ka OH XOPOIIO CIIPaBIsSETCS C
IIPaKTHYEeCKUM 3K3aMeHOM, OH BCE PaBHO CMOXKET BOUTH.

— I3¥B, 3TO ThI HAYYUIIb €T0 YATATh U MHUCaTh. ECM 51 mpaBUIbHO TOMHIO, KOTIa-TO THI OB
Topro.ieM. Tak 4To Tl HOMKEH 3HATh 0 KOPOJIEBCTBE ropa3no 6osblile, YeM 5. BBl TOTOBHI 3TO
cmenaTh? CTapelIIinHa OePEBHYU JIYKaBO YILIOHYJICSA KYTIITy.

— st caMoro CTaplIero 3mech CTapyuk BefeT cebs Kak pefeHoK.- IMeHHO Tak BCe MPUCYTCTBYIOLIUE
IyMaJld O CTapeHIrHe NepeBHU, KOTTa YBUOEIU €T0 YILIOKY.

,HSI;IB MoxXaJ njaeYyaMu ¥ OTBeTUI: — KoHeuHo, MOT'Y, HO 4 K€ He MOT'yY OTKa3aTbCA.» ITocne atoro o
IMoCIegyouuxX TeMaX CTaJIo JieTdye TOBOPUTH.



[To3xe [I31B He 3Ha, 4TO Oy[eT YUUTh He TONBKO Banmensi, Ho u PeHa, JIuady u Jlapy.

[Tpo1wio yxe Tpu rofia Co BpeMeHH! HalageHusT KPaCHOT0 MefiBeMs, a TaK¥kKe TOW CTPaHHOM
IepeBeHCKOU BCTPeYHr. B 9TOT MOMEHT XKHUTeNH JepeBHU coOpaiCh Y BXOMa B IePEBHI0. Y BEIXOA
IIPOIIA/IUCh TPOE MOJIOABIX JTIOHEH.

OpHuM U3 HUX OB KPACUBBIM CBETIOBOJIOCHIH I0HOIIIA B AEUIEBHIX JOCIIeXaX ¥ C KOPOTKUM MeYOM Ha
nosice. [Ipyroi OBIJT CpemHETr0 BHOa YEPHOBOJIOCHY MMapeHb C HECKOIBKUMHU OXOTHUYBUMH HOXKaMM Ha
nosice. [TocrmemHel Oblyla KpacuBas JeBYIIKA, Y KOTOPOM BOJIOCH OBITH 3aBsi3aHbl B KOHCKHM XBOCT,
oHa Obl/Ta BOOPY2KEeHa JIYKOM U CTpeJlaMH.

STtumu TpeMs oHomamu O6btu Banmens, Pen u Jlapa. CeropHsi OB IeHb, KOTIa OHU IIOKUHY N
IepeBHIO. Banpmens cobuparncst MOCTyNIXUTh B PHIIAPCKYI0 akafeMuio. PeH peumu crath
aBaHTIOPUCTOM, B TO BpeMd Kak Jlapa xoTesa [ocienosaTh 3a PeroMm.

JIu3a, KOoTOpas cMOTpesia Ha CBOUX APY3€el AeTCTBa U CBOI CECTPY, TOTOBYIO YUTH, He MOTJIa He
pasprigaTthcsa. OHa TOXKe X0TeNla MPUCOENUHUTHCS K HUM, HO Y Hee He OBIJIO TaKOM BO3MOXKHOCTHU. B
TOT JIeHb, KOT{la PeH 00BSIBUII, YTO X0YET CTAaTh aBAaHTIOPUCTOM, MHOTHE IILITATUCh YOROUTD €ro
0CTaHOBUTBLCS. OgHAKO OH OBITT HACTOMYMB, U CTapEUIINHA IepPeBHU PELIU OTIYCTUTh PeHa, ecnu TOT
CMOXKeT 1o0equTh BCeX MYKUMH B IePEBHE.

Tak 4TO mpeamosaraaoch, 4YTo OH OyaeT OOWH Ha ONMH KaXkObIH pas, MoKa OH He mobemuT ux Bcex. Ho
Pen myman mHade, OH MPUKa3aJjl BCEM MYXKYMHAM IIONOUTH K HEMY OIHOBpeMeHHO. HekoToprie 13
HUX OBIIU B SPOCTH M3-3a €T'0 BEICOKOMEPHS, TI03TOMY OHU aTaKOBaJId BMeCTe, HO PeH J1IeTK0 YyCMUPHUTT
ux. Korga xXKuTtenu nepeBHYU YBUENH, HACKOJIbKO cujieH PeH, UM HMYero He 0CTaBasoCh, Kak
COTJIAaCUTLCA C ero pelieHueM. J[lake HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OHU BCe ellle AyMaJii, 4To Banmens MOXKeT
mo0eIuTh ero, TaK KaK OHY BUIEIH 9Ty CUJTy ero HaBhIKa MPOOyKIOEHMUS.

Bce oHu mymManu, 4TO HUYTO B 9TOM MHUPE HE MOXKET IPOTUBOCTOSATh 3TOU cujie. [locne Toro, Kak Tect
Pena 6wt cienaH, Jlapa u maxe JIu3a cKa3aad, YTO OHU TOXKE XOTST CTAaTh aBAHTIOPHCTAMH.
KoHneuHO, OHM IIPOLIIY OOWH U TOT e TecT, Jlapa mobenumna 6e3 mpobiem, HO JIu3a Owlyla He Tak
xopoira. Tak 4To B KOHIIE KOHIIOB € MMPUIIIOCh OCTAaThCS.

MaTunac u Munnu gonro oOHMMAaJIX ChIHA. MUJIIHN IIJTaKaja Tak CHUJIBHO, YTO He XO0TeJIa OTIIyCKaTh €e€.

— Pen, ecnu gemna 1'[OI7I,'E[YT IIJIOXO, THI BCeTda MOXKeEIlb BEPHYThCA. HeCMOTpﬂ HH Ha 4TO, 3TO TBOH [IOM.
MamMma Bcerga 6YJI€T KOaTb Tebs. [Tommakas ele HeMHOT0, MUJII HEOXOTHO OTIIyCTHUJIA ChIHA.

3aTeM Matuac Bpyuus PeHy Memio4ek ¢ cepeOpsSHBIMU MOHETaMU.

-4l 3HA10, YTO 9TO HEMHOTO, HO S CJIBIIIAJ, YTO BaM HY2KHO 3aIlJIaTUTE, YTOORI 3apPEerucCTprupPOBaTLECSA B



TUNIbOUY UCKATesel IPUKIoYeHu. Bb TakKe MOXKeTe UCI0JIb30BaTh €T0, YTOOH apeHOoBaTh
KOMHATY B TOCTUHHUIIE. { 3HAI0, YTO THI CTAHEIIb BEJIMKUM UCKaTeJleM NPUKIIIOYeHU. d Hagech, 4YTO
B CJIEOYIOILIUY pa3, KOrga Thl BePHEIIbCS JOMOM, TH IIPUBEAEIIb JOMOU KeHY.»

3aTeM Matuac TyKaBO CMOTPHUT Ha Jlapy ¥ MOgMUTHBAET CHIHY. B 3TOT MOMeHT PeHa 3axyiecTHyn
nOTOK 3Mouuii. OH He IPUBHIK K TaKUM PacCTaBaHUSAM, 0COOEHHO 9MOIMOHAIbHEIM. Korma oH OBIT
IIEMOHOM, paccTaBaHue OBIJI0 €CTECTBEHHOM BEIlbI0, TaK YTO flaXke He HYKHO ObLJIO BKJIaOHIBATh
Kakue-mubo sMOUUY.

PeH, Y KOTOPOT'0 BHE3AITHO BO3HHUKIIO XKEJIaHUE, 0ecco3HaTenbHO O0HSI MaTh U OTIIA.

-He BomHylics, 51 cTaHy ay4imuM. §1 Bcerma Oymy MOCHUIAaTh BaM IEHBIH, a KOTAa BEPHYCh, HE TOBOPS
yxe 00 OHOM, TO IPUBE3Y C COO0M KyUuy KeH.»

B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia OH CKa3aJ, YTo IIPUBE3eT C Co00il Kyuy KeH, MEMO ero TOJIOBH IIPOoJIeTea
cTpena. Korma oH ocMoTper, OTKyZia CTperna B3sijach, JIapa ¢ ee 6€CCTPACTHHIM JIMIIOM BHITYCTHIIA
CTperny.

-Kakoro 4epTa THI fenaenb?!- Kpukuyn PeH.

«Hwuygero... Mosi pyka COCKOIb3HYyNa.» C ee BeUHO CTOMYECKUM JIUIIOM MHOTHE He MOTJIY ITOHSATh, YTO
Jlapa yyBcTBOBana uin gyMana. Kpome PeHa, KOTOPEIY 3HAJI, YTO OHA PEBHYET.

Martuac u gaxe Mumnnu, KOTOPaA4 IIJIaKaJld, Ha49aJIl CMEAThCA.

Banpmens Toxe mpoIancs ¢ poauTeNnsiMu, Korfa JIlu3a nmogouna K Hemy. — MTak, Bel, pebsTa,
HaKOHEI[-TO ye3kKaeTe.»

«Jla.- Banmmenp He 3HAJ, 4TO CKa3aTh, IIOTOMY YTO OH BCETa AyMaJl, UYTO OHU Bcerma OymyT BMecCTe.

— 4 Bcerma 6ymy XmaTh Bac 3mech, pebsTa.- JIusza xotena pacckasaTh 6osnbine. OHa X0Tela CKa3aTh
eMy, 4TO JIIOOUT ero, XoTesla IoIeJIoBaTh ero U CKa3aThk, YTOOE! OH He 3a0hIBajl ee, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
octaHoBuia ce0si. OHa He X0Tejla CTAHOBUTLCS OKOBAaMM TOTO, KOro oouT. OHa 3Hana, 4To Bammens
OymeT menaTh BelMKUeE fiesia, OH 00513aTEIbHO CTAHET TepoeM, KaKUM X04eT ObITh.

[ToaToMy eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA MOXKET CKa3aTh MIPSMO Ccedyac, 3T0 TO, 4YTO OHa OymeT xkaaTh. OHa
He MOTJIa CTaTh TaKO# XKe, KaK ee CecTpa, CiocoOHOM CclieloBaTh U MOAEPXKUBATH TOT'0, KOTO OHa
mo6ut. Tak 4TO BCe B OPSIAKE, €M HyKHO TEPIEeTh Pafix HEro u cebs.

Banpens 3Han, uto JIM3a X04eT cKa3aTh YTO-TO eIle, HO He petraliCsa yCIIbIIaTh, YTO KMEHHO. HOTOMy
4YTO €CJIX OH YCJIBIIIUT, 9YTO XO4YET CKA3adTh JIuza, ero penmmMoOCThb YﬁTH " CTaThb BEJIMUKHM I'epoeM
MOZKET IIOK0JIe0aThCs. HOSTOMY, B KOHII€ KOHIIOB, OH PEUIXUJI IIPOCTO CKA3aTh.



-He BonHylics, 1 BEPHYCDh, HET, MBI BEDHEMCS, U 5T YBEPEH, UTO y HAc OyAeT Ky4a UCTOPHUH, YTOOHI
pacckasath Tebe. 'oBopst 970, Jlapa 1 maxxe PeH Mooy K HUM IO0IHKeE.

PeH, y KOTOPOTO ORIJIO Ha THICSYY JIeT OOJIbIIe OIIBITa, YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH IMIPOCTO HAXOTUTCS IO
BIIMSTHHEM CBOETO YeJI0BEYECKOT0 «si». M BCce Ke OH pelui 00HSTh ee, 9TO TeIIoe YyBCTBO He ORIIO0
MEeHCTBUTEILHO OTTAJIKABAIOUINM, OHO OBIIO Ha CAMOM [IeJie JOBOJIbHO YIOOHEIM.

YeTBepO py3el AeTcTBa COUNMUCH B KYUKY. -Tak BOT OHO, Hayaslo HaIlliX COOCTBEHHBIX
IIPUKIIOYEHNUH, — 9MOIIMOHAIbHO TPOU3HeC Banmens.

— 4 6yny cky4daTs 1m0 Tebe, CECTpeHKa, 5 I0CTapaloch mucaTh Tebe Kaxmyio Hemeno.- Jlapa, KoTopas
00BLIYHO OLLIIa TAKOU CTOUKOM, B 3TOT MOMEHT NEeUCTBUTEIbHO BhIKA3LIBaIa U30LITOK SMOIUM.

-HpOCTO 6epe1"1/1 cebs1, a 3a0HO U 3TUX OBYX UOUOTOB.- Juza y'J'IBIGaJ'IaCB, HO B TO XK€ BPEM IIJIaKalla.

— Kr0 0 koM 3a6oTutcs? Pa3Be Bl He [OIKHbI IPOCUTH MeHS 103a00TUTLCS 00 3TUX ABYX OETIX?
PeH 3aroBopui nociaegHUM, ¥ €T0 OTBET 3aCTaBUII OCTAJIbHLIX TPOUX pacCcMesThCs. PeH Toxe
IIPHUCOEIUHUIICS K HUM, OHM CMESIJINCh U CMESITIUCh, TI0Ka, HAKOHEIl, UM He TT0OHam00uI0Ch
MIOMPOIIATHCS O-HACTOSIIEMY.

Bce Tpoe oTOIINK OT IEPEBHHU, U UX CUIYITH MEAJIEHHO UCYEe3]IH U3 BUAY. JIn3a onycTuiach Ha
KOJIEHU U pa3phifajach.

— Ho nmouemy?! [Touemy g He Mory 3Toro cgenats?! IloueMy s oguH ocTajics no3agu?!
BAAAAAAAAAAA!- JIuse noTpe6oBamock HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, YTOObI OKOHYATEIbHO YCIIOKOUTHCS.

9T0 OBII OEeHb, KOT'la TPH JIET€HObI Ha4aJIi CBOE€ I'PAaHONO3HOE, 3IINYEeCKOE IIPUKIIINYEHUE.
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