ITox cenrto [IpeBa ZKU3HY, B JIOBYIIKE 30JI0TOTO IIUTA, LIapUJI0 OTYasgsHKe. MHOTHE U3
TIPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX 0OpYILINIKN CBOM THeB Ha MaH JIasi. — VOmonok! — Kpudanu oHU. — Bce u3-3a
Hero! Ecyu Obl He OH, MBI OBl HE 0Ka3aJIMCh B TAKOM cUTyauuu!— MEI Takue riymneie! 9To yKacHo! —
BTOpUIN UM. — Bce KoHUeHO! Bce KOHUeHO!— BeqHbIN, 9TOT IJIyIbI UOUOT, OH X04YeT
conpoTuBnaThCcA? CmemHo! CmemHO! 'pyCTHO... — MpoIIenTan KTO-TO, ¥ CJI0OBa €ro YTOHYJIU B I'yJie
HerogoBaHUsl.— ByMm! — pa3gasncst oraymnuTeIbHBIM yaap, coTpsicaniinii 3eMii0.Ho B TOT xke mur,
Korpga MoaH JIal, 3anepTeid boxkecTBeHHBIM 3akiioyeHreM boros, He MOT MOIIEBEIUTh Aaxe
TaJiblieM, U3 HEero XJILIHYJIU YepHbIe ucrnapeHusi. OHu ObITH MOIMOOHE! IPKOMY JIa3yPHOMY IIJIaMeHH,
o06HHI KJTy6aM I'yCTOT0 CEPOTO BOJTYbEro AhIMa, MTHOBEHHO OKYTHIBast ero Teyno.— bym! — cHoBa
TPSIHYJI B3PBIB, Ha 3TOT pa3 BHYTpU camoro MsH JIag.[lsixaHue ero B3J1eTesio, CJIOBHO OH CeJl Ha
pakety, 6emeno pacmupssick. 10, 50, 98, 99... bam! B MruoBeHue 0Ka OHO YBENIMUUIIOCH 6ojiee UeM B
cTo pa3! Yxkacarolee faBjieHre, PaCIpPOCTPaHAsICh BO BCe CTOPOHEI, IaBUJIO Ha Cepplia BCcex
IPUCYTCTBYOUX.— ByM! — elé omuH B3PHIB, HA 9TOT pa3 B Bo3ayxe.Bce uyBcTBOBaIu cels
3a[IBIXAIOIIUMICS, CJIOBHO MX AYIIM CXKKMasa ropa Taimanb. ['71a3a ux OBUTH IOJIHH y2Kaca U I10Ka. —
YTO IPOUCXOOUT? — MPOIIENTalIn OHU. — YTO He TaK C 3TUM UAHNOTOM?— M3H JIsH, 3TO... 3TO
ouepenHoii IPOPLEIB? — MIPO3BYyYaso HeyBepeHHO.[IpekpacHble r1a3a A6Ou 3abmecTeny, oTpaxas
HeTofeNIbHOe U3yMieHne.— JH? — MpollenTaia oHa.MaTtb-IpeBo 2Ku3HY, BeTMYEeCTBEHHOE U
MyApOe, TUXO IIPOU3HEecsa:— ITOT XUTPHIM YeJI0BeK HaXOAUTCS Ha IpaHu npopsiBa? MHTEpecHo... —
B €€ T'0JI0Ce CIIBIIIAJIOCH efiBa YI0BUMOE JII00OMBITCTBO.—  — pa3[alics IPOH3UTEILHEIN KPUK,
IIpope3arolui 4eloBedyeCKre Iy U II0YTH IPOHUKAIOLIKUY B CaMyI0 OYIIy KaXaoro. Bce samepry,
OTJIyIIEHHEIE, U C Y2KaCOM YBU[EJIH, YTO Haf rojoBoid MaH JIss BO3HUKIIa CMyTHasd TeHb. KocMaToe
CYIIECTBO, ITOKPHITOE OIECTSIIEN IIEPCTHIO, C YePHOU-YePHOM KOXKe, OCTPEIMU KJTHIKAMU U
XOJIOOHBIMHU TTa3aMu.— UTO 3T0? — IpOIIENTanu OHU B cTpaxe.MaTb-IpeBo 2KM3HU TUXO
BCKPHUKHYJa. HenM3BEeCTHO ITOYeMy, HO OHA OIIYTHIIA TTyOMHHBIN CTPAX ¥ IMOTPSICEHUE OYIIHN OT 3TON
TEeHH. DTO YYBCTBO OBIJIO MMOOOOHO TOMY, UTO UCIILITHIBAET YEJIOBEK IIepe[ JTUIIOM MOTYIeCTBEHHOT0
CBSIIIEHHOTO 3Beps: C1ab0CTh, 6ECIIOMOIIHOCTD U KaIKOCTh.— HeT! — mpoltenTana oHa.—
BoxkecTBo, mocroitHoe ITomybora! — pa3pmanuck rojgoca. — Hu4YTo HEe MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh IoyTy6ora
6osaTecsa!— [la! Hukakoe CylecTBO He MOXKET 3aCTaBUTh 00KeCTBO 00AThCS! — BTOPUIK OHU.MaTh-
npeBo 2Ku3Hu 0TOpOCHUIIa CTPax U yKac, ee CJI0Ba ObIJIX MOIHE YO CTBEHHLIX HAMEPEeHU!. —
HeBaxHO, KTO ThI, HEBAXKHO, KaKyI0 POIOCIOBHYIO ThI HECEIIIb, Thl YMpeIllb 3a 60KeCTBO! — 3asiBUIIa
OHa, ee TOJI0C 3By4aJsl TBePHO ¥ HeyMoauMo.HeBuauMast BojIHA MOTYIIIECTBa, OKYTHIBaoLIas He6o U
3eMIII0, CxaJja Teslo MaH JIas B TUCKU. 30710Tas BETBb BEICTPE/IUJIA U3 CTBOJIA ApeBa, IPOH3as BO3AYX
C yKacamwlleu CKOpoCcThio. — CBUCT! — 3aCBUCTEN BETeD, YCTyIlasd IyTh BeTBU.B IpencTaBneHun
JIofel BeTBU 4acTO OBIBAIOT JIETKMMHU, TOBKMMU 1 HEXKHBIMM, HO 30JI0Tasl BETBh MaTEpPHU-IpeBa KU3HU
Oblla HeOORIYAMHO TSKEJION U CTpaHHOM. Ee yxkKacarolasi CKOPOCTh, B COUETAHUY C HEBEPOSTHOM
CHUJIOH, [leiajia ee CMEPTEIbHEIM OpyKKeM. Yaap 9Tol BeTBU OblT criocobeH yOuTh maxe IlomyOora,
He roBOpSA yXkKe 0 cMepTHBIX.— [lIunel! — pa3pesas BO3AyX, BETBb CTpeMusiach K MaH JIat, rotosas
oOpyimuThCca Ha Hero.Ho B pematomnii MoMeHT M3H JIaH, 3anepThiii B boxecTBenHOM Chepe, ucyes,
pacTBOpUBLIKCEH 0e3 ciefga.— YTo? — mpollenTany IPUCYTCTBYIOUINE, He BEPS CBOUM TJla3aM.MaTs-
npeso KuzHu noTepsiia rojgoc:— OH ucyes u3 3akiodenns boxectsennou Chepsl boros. Kak 3To...
BO3MOXKHO?— HeBO3MOXKHOI0 HeT, CTapoe AepeBo-IeMOH! — pa3pascs pe3kuu ronoc.MaH JIan
BHE3AITHO TIOSIBUJICS IIepell MaTePhio-IPEeBOM XKU3HHU, fepxka Moot ITorubenu BEICOKO B pyke. C
SIPOCTHI0 OH OOPYIINI yAap, HalpaBeHHbIHM Ha ee cepale.— byMm! — mporpemern ymgap, coTpsicas
3emitio.Mogot ITorubenu, o6nafaiomuii HeCpaBHUMOM pa3pyIIUTEIbHOM CUI0M, 0OpYIIKIICS Ha JPEBO
2Kuszuu. C oriymuTeaIbHEIM TPOXOTOM €€ TeJI0 COAPOTrHYJIOCh, U B HeEM 06pa30oBaiach OTPOMHAS OBIpa.
KoneuHo, 3Ta siMa Oblyia mofo6Ha MalleHbKOM ITOpe Ha TeJle YelloBeKa, ¥ ee OBIO0 ITPaKTUUYeCKU
HEBO3MOXKHO 00HapyxkuTh.— HeT! 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO! — 3allenTana MaTb-ApeBo 2KK3HY, TOpaxKkeHHas
no royounsl aymm.OHa Obiia ITomy6oroM, pacTUTENBHBEIM CYIIeCTBOM, 06J1alaloIiM HECOKPYIIUMOMN
cuoii. [TonyOoru TOro 2Ke YPOBHSI HUKOTTIa He NOJIKHEBI ObIM XOTEeTh IPUYUHUTD € Bpefl, He TOBOPS
yX&e 0 TpuBuanbHEIX CBameHHbIX [lomeHax. Ho... Mas JIau cgenan ato! Ero Cesaiiennsii [loMeH
OEeVCTBUTEIbHO OBpeaun ee! MaTbh-IpeBo 2Kru3Hu Oblzla OMHOBPEMEHHO ITOTPsSICEHA ¥ Pa3rHeBaHa.—



[TpoknsiTeii yenoBek! ThI MOTHOCTHIO pa303/1ua 60KeCTBO! — phIYaa OHA, ee THEB OB TON00EH
oype.Bomocsl MaTepu-gpeBa XKusuu BCTaIu AbI60M, 6eCUNCIEHHBIE 30JI0ThIE JIO3BI B3METHYIHUCH B
He0o, TpeBpalasch B CKPEIBaloIIre He00 U MOKPHIBAOIIME 3eMITI0 30/10Thie KHYTOBBIEe TEHU, TOTOBHIE
pa3mpobuth MaH JIast Ha Kycouku.— YOUTh! — 3apeBesia OHa, ee ronoc OBl MOJIOH SpocTu.MaH JIait,
o0OHBIM 37IEKTPUYECTBY, CBOOOIHO IlepeMelasncs B TeH! Heba, yBopauuBasiCh OT CBUPEIHIX YOAapOB
30JI0THIX JI03, HE MI03BOJIAA UM KOCHYThLCS Aaxe Kpasl cBoed ofexkabl. OH BelepKas AeCATKU THICIY
yIapoB XJIBICTA, HO HU OOUH U3 HUX HE CMOT IMPOOUTH ero 3allUTHYIO MIeHKy.— CTapoe mepeBo-
neMoH, ympu! — KpukHyN MaH JIal, npoxons CKBO3b TeHb xJbicTa.CHOBa OH 06pyimi ygap MonoTa
[Torubenu Ha MaTb-gIpeBo 2KKU3HU, U ellle OOUH MOJIOT T'HEBA, COKPYIIAIOIIUIN 3eMJTi0, TPOOHUIT ee
TeNi0.— Xy~~~ — 3aBhlJI BETEP, OCTaBNss 1mociie ceOsi TopHago-o6mako.— bym! — etie omHa
OorpoMHas sMa IMosSBUIach Ha Tefle gpeBa 2Ku3Hu.— YOmoqok! — Kpudasy IpruCyTCTBYOIINE. —
Yeprt! 3n0# oyx 6oxkectBa! 3moi myx 60kectBa!MaTh-gpeBo 2KusHu cxonuna ¢ yma! OHa Oblsia
mocToiHEIM [101y00roM, CYIIeCTBOM, CTOSIIIIMM Ha BepIlrHe IUPaMUIb KOHTUHEeHTa BoxKeCTBeHHOTO
Kymnona. Ee CseHHbIH [IoMeH HEOXKUIAHHO HUUET0 He MOT CHeslaTh, TOe XKe OBIIOo ee JIUIO0 Kak
[Tony6ora?— BoxkectBenHasi Cepa! — 3apeBesia oHa, 6€3yMHO MBITasICh MOAaBUThL MaH JIas.— Owm!
— IIPO3ByyYaJ Maru4eckui 3ByK, U gpurypa Mss JIas cnerka samMmennunach, 3aCTelB Ha MecTe.— YMpu!
— 3aKpuyasa MaTb-gpeBo KU3HHU, U THICSAYM 30JI0THIX TEeHEU XJIbICTa PUHYJIUCH Ha Hero.— CBuUct! —
3aCBUCTEJI BETeP, yCTymasd MyTh XAbICTYy.M9aH JI3ii CHOBa CMOT ABUTAThCS, M OH MCYe3 Ha TOM XKe
MecTe. 3aTeM...— bym! — nosiBunace TpeThs OrpoMHas aMa.— (0)... — IPOLIeNTalIl
IIPHACYTCTBYIOILIKE, HEe BEPSI CBOUM I'la3aM.— OTOT BOHIOYHMY MTapeHeK... Ha CaMOM [JieJe... —
HeJJOyMeHHO Mpo6opMoTan KTo-T0.— [Ipakonut bor npuien! MHe CHUTCS? — MpPOIIENTal APyrou. —
Unmo3usg? 91o momkHo OuITh uino3ua!— Ionmenka! 9to monmenka! Kak Mau JIait Mor OBITDH
npoTuBHUKOM ITonmy6ora? OH Bcero nuilth CBsIeHHbN [loMeH! — BTOpunu uM.Bce OBIIN ITOPaKeHHI.
Crapuk Ovl1 moTpsiceH. AGGu Oblyia mopakeHa. [Ipyrue UTpoKu OBUIH OIIeJIOMIIEHH. ThICAYn
masylafuHoB OBIIM B HeJoyMeHuHU. KTo MOr mogyMaTh, YTO MaTh-OpeBo Ilomy6ora, mocToitHOe
IIOYTEHUS, HE MOXKET CIIPABUTLCA C MaH JIseM, HUUTOXKHEIM CBAmMeHHBIM [lomeHoM? Bomee Toro,
atomy MaH JIsto Oviio Bcero 16 net!— [ToueMy 9TO IPOUCXOOUT? — MPOIIENITAIN OHU, HE HAaX0Os
OTBeTa Ha 3TOT Bompoc.CTapukK, CKaB YeJII0CTH, TpobopMoTal cebe mog HoC:— JTOT MaJIeHbKUH
yOITI0MOK CHOBA CTall CUJIbHEE, HellocTuKMMas TaiHa! Tonbko BoT! Ha 3TOT pa3 macmitab He
CTIUIIKOM NI Hejen?— Boposan y 6oroB! BoxkecTBo xoueT, YTOOH TH yMep! — 3apeBejia MaTh-OPEBO
2Ku3Hu, ee THEB mocTur amoresi.— boxkecTBeHHas Cdepa! — 3aKkpudana OHa, CHOBA 3akKiiodass MaH
JIas B moBymIKy.— BoxXeCTBeHHBIN HaBHIK: JIumenne 2XKu3uu! — npo3Bydain ee IPO3HBIM ronoc. M3
MaTepu-apeBa 2KU3HYU XJIBIHYJIU THICSYU 30JI0THIX JIyYel, IIpeBpallasich B TOJICTHIM 30JI0TOH JIyd,
MTHOBEHHO OKyThIBasg MaH JI3s. MrHOBEHHO, CIIOBHO HeBHUAKUMAs PyKa, TaMHCTBEHHAS CHUJla
BOpBaJjach B Tero MaH JIas, xKafHO BbICACHIBAs €r0 JKM3HEHHBIE CUJIbl. — B0XKEeCTBEeHHBIN HaBBIK! ITO
002KeCTBEHHBIN HABHIK! — IMMPOKPHUYAJI CTAPUK, T'OJIOC eT0 TpeleTan OT yXkaca. — MabyuK,
00KeCTBEHHBIN HaBHIK YepIlaeT CUITy U3 00KeCTBEHHOT0 HCTOYHUKA U 00J1aflaeT abCOMIOTHOM
BJIACTHIO Haf JIIOORIM CyIleCTBOM, He o0nafaoimM 60KecTBeHHOU cuioi!— I[Ipupymaii 4To-HuOyOs,
npugyMai! — OT4asgHHO IIeNnTas OH, CJI0BA €ro TEPSJIUCh B IaHUKe. — Thl JOJI2KEH BBIPBATHCS U3
IEeNKUX 00bITUM 60KeCTBeHHOU cheprl! B mpoTuBHOM ciydae, Korga 002KeCTBEHHBIN HaBhIK
IIOJTHOCTBIO PACKPOET CBOIO cumiy, Tebe He n3bexaTh cmepTu! — [IBurarics! [IBuraics! — Kpudal OH,
HO cJIoBa ero Ovunu Gecrionie3Hsl. MaH JIaii 3apeyal, B OTYasSHUU MBITASICh IIIEBEJIbHYTHCS, HO TEJIO €ro
CJIOBHO OKaMeHeJI0, He offaBasich Bojie. — Pa3 Tak, 0CTaéTCsa TONbKO OfUH IIyTh, — IIPOIIEINTAJ OH,
TOJIOC ero ORI MOJIOH pemuMocTH. JIo0 MaH JIast mpope3anu CUHKUE BEHHI, CIIOBHO CEThb, TOKPHIBAs
ero nuuo. — Y0eii 60T0B... TpaHCPOpMUpyHcsa! — MpopwYa oH, ¥ ero Tejo B3gporyyno. "Iy yuk" —
pa3gancsd TUXUM IIeTY0K, CIIOBHO JI0TIaeTcs My3bIph. Teno MaH JIas Hadyano HagyBaThCs, CJIOBHO
IIPOKOJIOTas KyKJja, a 3aTeM CXKUMaThCs, yMEHBIIAsCh B pa3Mepax [0 noinyMmerpa. Ha ero tene
TIOSIBUJIMCH TYCTHIE 3eJIeHbIe M YePHBIE BOJIOCH, Ha IlleKaX BRIPOCIIN TP YepHble 60POMH, a 3a
OenpaMu BHIPOC AJIMHHBIN, U3SAIIHBIM XBOCT."ByM!" — BO3[yX 3aBUXPUJICS, OKYTHIBasl €r0 TEJI0
YepHBIM JIa3yPHBIM BUXPEM, 13 KOTOPOI0 BEIpBajlach BOJIHA 3JI0Belllel SHepruu. [lecsaTh nanbles
IIPEeBPATUINCh B OCTPHIE KOT'TH, I'Jla3a ITOYEePHEIIH, BOJIOCH CTalu OJIeCTIIIMMY U YEPHEIMY, a ABa



nepefHUX 3y0a BRITSIHY/INCH B OCTPhIE KJIBIKY, IPEBPATUBIIKCH B Opyxkue 60roB. durypa MaH JIas
3agpoxkara, copackiBasi OKOBH 00KECTBEHHOM cepH, ¥ UcUe3ia B 30JI0TOM JTyde cBeTa.— Kakas
ObICTpasi CKOPOCTh! — IIPOIIENITAN CTapUK, TJla3a ero PaclIupuiInuch oT yauBnenus. — Kakas
yXkacarolias 3ammTa! Mas JIai 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK €r0 TeJI0 CTAHOBUTCS JIETKUM U JIOBKUM, KakK OyaTo
OH 00pes HOBYIO XXU3Hb. Ero 3amuTa yBeIn4niach B HECKOJIBKO pa3, ¥ OH IIEPETONHATCS IMOIUIMHY,
HUKOTA paHee He UCIbITHBAS TAaKOT0 OIIyIIeHHUS MOIIH. B 3TOT MOMeHT 0H Gosbilie He 60s1Cs
Martepu-[IpeBa 2Ku3Hy, B HeM ropejia X)axfa cpaxeHus u youiictsa.— [lomyuu! — npopriyan
oH.Monot 'nbenu ucyes. MaH JI3i CIIOBHO TEIETIOPTUPOBAJICS, TOSBUBLINCE Ha CTBOJIe MaTepu-
IpeBa 2Ku3uu. Ero ocTpble KOr'TH JI€TKO ITpope3asiy KOpy fepeBa, OCTaBIss Irimy0okue 60p03mbl.—
Kakwe octpele Kortu! — mpoienTtan OH, caM YOUBIASACH CBoel cuie. Ero pyku gBUTanuch ¢
HeuyeJI0Be4eCKOU CKOPOCTHI0, 0CTaBIAsd ocye ce0s rinyOoKue paHH Ha CTBOJe gepeBa."TyK-TyK" —
pa3paBaiuch riyxue yoaphl, ¥ U3 paH BhITEKal 30JI0TUCTHIU COK, TaXHYIIUN KU3HBIO U CUJIOUA. — Ax!
— Mo3H JIa¥1 BOOXHYJI apoMaT OAPEBECHOI0 COKa, ¥ eT0 TeJI0 HAIlOJIHUJIOCh SHEPTUel.
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