— TToToponuTecs! — mpolenTan KTo-TO, TOIOC ApoKaj OT BO30yXKaeHus. — TaM HEBEPOSITHHIN
nepernosnox! — U, moymkHO OBITH, UOET 0KeCcToUYeHHast OuTBa! — ITO IIaHC HAXKUTHCS Ha 4yxKou Oefe!
— Bce BHI, moTopomnuTecsk! He maBaiiTe 3TuM yOmogkaM oOpPaThCsS OO MeCTa paHbIle
Hac...HeckosbKo mydelt cBeTa, MOJOOHBIX CTPesiaM, IIPOH3UIIN TOPHBIH Jiec, OKpYKaBILIui 6acCeiH.
CrmycTa MrHOBEHHEe OHM OCTUIIH ero Kpas. — Heyxkenu BeCbh KaMeHHBIH JIeC IPEBPATUIICS B TAKyIO
PyuHY? — IpoIlenTaa OOUH U3 IyTHUKOB, C y2KacoM IJIsIAd Ha pa3pylieHusi. — HacKOIbKO XKe
02KeCTO4YeHHOM Oblna OuTBa?HecKobKo 4eloBeK 00MeHSIINCh TPEBOKHBIMHU B3T/IsITaMi. B UX ria3ax
YUTAJIOCh U3YMJIEHHE, CJIOBHO OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCEH C Y4eM-TO HeBOOOpPA3UMEIM, 3aTeM BCe OHU
YCTPEMUJIU B3TJISIH Ha CBETII0BOJIOCOTO IOHOIIIY, IBHO JIMfepa 9Tou rpynmnsl.— Kapioc, 4To HaMm
fenaTb? — CIIPOCHUJI OOUH M3 CIIyTHUKOB, TOJIOC €T0 OblJI HePeIIUTeIbHEIM. — THl YBEPeH, YTO X04elllb
BOCIIOJIb30BAThCA CUTyauren?Kapioc, CBETIIOBOIOCHY 0HOIIA, HE OTBETUII. BMeCTO 3TOro oxH
yCTpPeMHUI B3I Bri1yOs OacceiiHa. Yepe3 MTHOBEHME €T0 I'Jla3a PaCIIupPUIIUCh, U OH pa3pasuiics
CMEXOM, OT KOTOPOT'O0 9XOM OTO3Ba/IMCh OKpPeCTHOCTU. — [la! [ToueMy OBl ¥ HET? — OH XOXOTHYJI, @ €r0
CIIyTHUKU MEPETJISHYJIACh, HE IOHUMas, YeMy OH TakK papyeTcs. — [Ipy3bs, Ha 3TOT pa3 Mbl HALJIA
30510T0!— A? — mpolrenTtanu OHU, HepoyMeBasd. — He crpainuBaiTe. MBI IOrOBOPUM 1103Ke, KOTAa
oKaxeMcsl Ha MecTe!3eMIsHON OpaKoH, CIIOBHO Te€Hb, METHYJICSA K LIeHTPY OacceliHa, Hecs Ha CIIMHE
Kapnoca. OcranbHble, TOBUHYSCh HEBUAUMOMY IIpHKa3y, IOCIeN0BaIu 3a HUM. — By, By, Bym! —
Pa3HOCUIICS CBUCT BeTpa, CO3MaBaeMblii CTPEMUTENbHEIM OBUKEHNEM ApakKoHa.BCcKope 0OHU JOCTUTIH
neHTpa 6acceina. Tam, mocpenyu KaMeHHOT'O JIeca, jiezKasl OTPOMHEIM 3BePh, BHICOTOM B MSTHIECST
MEeTPOB, T0J06HO TopaM, C paHaMH, IPOH3AUUMHU eT0 MOIIIHOe TeJl0. KpoBb, Ir'ycTas u TeMHas,
COuMIach U3 paH, OKpalluBas 3eMJIt0 B 0arpoBhil 11BeT. [[pIXaHue 3Beps OBIJIO0 MPEPHIBUCTHIM, CIIOBHO
OH OBITT Ha TpaHu cMepTu.— beremot! 310 BereMoT! — BOCKIMKHYJ OOUH U3 TyTHUKOB, I'1a3a ero
pacmupunuch ot yxkaca. — O Moit mpakonuit 6or! 3To mericTBuTenbHO beremort! [Ipyrue,
IopakKeHHbIe YBUIEHHEIM, U3[a/Ii HeBHATHbBIE Bo3rjackl.— Het! 310 He npocTto Beremot! — Kapioc
CTJIOTHYJI, TOJIOC eTo OblT HanpsiKeHHBIM. — IT0 MHoropykui beremor Cestoro [Jomena! KTo ke
MOT JOBECTHU €r0 A0 TaKOr'0 COCTOsIHUSA ?— By, ByIl, Byll! — CHOBa pa3HeCccCs CBUCT BeTpa. Bce
B3TJIAABI, CJIOBHO II0 KOMaH[e, YCTPEeMUIUCh Ha MaH JI5s1, CTOSIBILIETO HAIIPOTUB IOBEPXKEHHOT0
Beremora. OH nexasn Ha OTPOMHOM KaMHe, JIULO0 ero OblI0 OIefHBIM, KaK IIPOCTHIHS, B yTONIKax r'yd
3amneksack KpoBb. OH BRITJIAAEN, CIOBHO Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPBIM TOJIBKO YTO IEPEXUN TAKENYI0 OUTBY U
HaXO[UJICS Ha I'PaHU CMepPTU.— ITO OH paHUJI MHOropykoro beremora? — CIpoCHuil OgUH U3
CITYyTHUKOB, €T0 T0J10C OBIJT ITOJIOH HemoBepHus. — YTo 3a ImyTKa? ITo MPOCTO comsgk!— He moxoxe,
YTO 37IeCh KTO-TO ellle, KpoMe beremora 1 3TOT0... — 3aMeTHJI IPYTOH, ero rouoc ObUI TUXUM, CJIOBHO
OH roBopur cebe. — KTo e ellle MOT 3TO cHefaTh, KpoMme Hero?— O Mol 60r, HeyKeJK 9TO OH? —
[mernTan OOUH U3 CIIYTHUKOB, He Beps CBOUM T'jla3aM. — MHoropykuii beremot Csartoro JJoMeHa,
paBHHIi 110 cuiie 3omoToMy KonoccanbHoMy [IpakoHy, a ero cujia B HazeMHoM 6010 u 60prbe maxe
IIPEBOCXOOUT CULy 30710TOr0 [IpakoHa. Y OH CyMes JOBECTH ero OO0 TaKOro COCTOSIHUSA?— KTO 3TOT
COTISIK? — cmpocui Kaproc, ero rojoc ObIT X0I0AeH, CJTOBHO Jiefl. — KTo-HuOynb U3 Bac 3HaeT
ero?— Her, He 3Haw! — oTBeTun oguH. — Hukorga ero He Bupes! — MOATBEPAUI Apyrod. — f 3HaI0
BCeX yYaCTHUKOB AKaJleMuH, CBI3aHHBIX C MIMIlepueii, HO 3TOT0 COIJIgKa HUKoraa He Bumen! OH sBHO
13 15 KoposneBcTB U 48 repuorcts!— ECTh KTO-TO HACTONIBKO CUIIbHBIN U3 15 KOpOIeBCTB U 48
KHSIKEeCTB? — cIIpocusl Kapsoc, ero riasa ropeiu oT 3aBUCTUA.Kapiioc, CBETIOBOJIOCHM IOHOIIA,
IIPUCTAIbHO CMOTPeJ Ha MaH JIas1. B ero rimasax OyIeBaso mjaaMs PeBHOCTH. ITOT MaJIbUUIIIKa,
TaAKOH IOHBIM, CyMeJl IPOTUBOCTOSATE MHOrOpyKoMy beremoty. Kakum e TalaHTOM OH OOJIXKEH
obnagaTh? A Kak e OH caM? PoxXeHHBIM B 00TaTCTBe, OH C PAHHUX JIET IOJIy4arl Jydllee
o0Opa3oBaHue U M0JIb30BaJICS pecypcaMu A KyJIbTHUBalUU BHICIIETro Knacca. Emy 6v110 29 neT, HO
€ro Ky/JIbTHUBalUA ellle He JocTuria ypoBHs CBsaToro [lomeHa. OH efiBa mepelIartays AeBsAThIA Kiacc.
Ecnu 651 eMy IPUILIOCH CpaxkaThesi ¢ MHOTOPyKUM beremMoToM, 3T0 Ob110 GBI PABHOCUIBHO
camoy6uiicTBy. B Kapnoce pa3ropenach 3aBUCTh, KI'ydas ¥ HeMCTOBasi. C Mpa4YHBIM, ITOJTHBEIM 3710051
B3TJISIIOM, OH IIpHKa3an:— B, HECKOJIBKO 4eJIoBeK, yoelTe aToro beremora. OcTaBbTe 3TOTO
comsika MHe!— Be3 npobieM! — OTBETHUII OOUH W3 CIIyTHUKOB, I'Jla3a ero 0J1eCTeIN OT JKaK/bl
KpoBu. — Kak unTepecHo! {1 BrmepBrie BUXKY MHOTOPyKOro beremora, He TOBOPS yXKe O TOM, YTOOBI



youth ero!— O Mo IpakoHUYU 00T! — BOCKJIMKHYJI APYTOM, €T0 TOJIOC APOXKaJl OT BOJTHEHUA. —
[Togymathb TOJIBKO, MHE HOoBefeTcs youtb MHOTOpyKoro beremora, KOTOPOro Ha3bBalOT KOPOJIEM
3eMHEIX cpaxeHuit! KpoBs Bo MHe kunut!He B cumax 60sbliie XKIaTh, OCTaIbHEIE OPOCUIIUCH K
noBepxeHHoMy beremorty, a Kapnoc nogoiiesn Kk Mas JIato, B r1a3ax ero 4uTajioCh He4YTO
370BelIee.— MaJjleHbKOe OTPOofibe! — IMPOU3HEC OH, €T0 T'oJI0C OBI ITOJIOH IPe3peHusi. — XOTs 5 He
3Hal0, KTO THl, HO MOTY IIPEeICTaBUTh, YTO B KOPOJIEBCTBE UJIU KHAXKECTBE, OTKyAa Thl POOOM, THI
IOJIKEH ObITh TEHUEM, TPEIOIIMMCS B JIy4aX CJIaBhkl, KOTOPOT'0 OOTOTBOPST U MPUHKUMAIOT
OecunclieHHBIE TIOU, BePHO?— YTO ThI MBITAEIIbCS CHeNaTh? — crpocusl MaH JIsi, ero ronoc 6bi1
cnabeIM, HO B HEM 3By4YaJjia peluMoCTb.— YecTHO roBopsi, — mpomomxkan Kaproc, ero romoc Osin
CIIOKOEH, HO B HEM YyBCTBOBAJIaCh yrpo3a, — 5 OYeHb 3aBUAYIO TIOASM C TaKUM TallaHTOM, KakK y
TeOs1. Trl MoXKelllb He o6palllaTh BHUMaHUS Ha IPOUCX0XKIEHNe, PeCYPCHl, BO3PAcCT, 1, He IIpuiaras
HUKAKUX YCUJINH, BCe paBHO 00J1afilaTh CUJIOM, HAMHOTO IIPEBOCXOMSIIEN CUITy APYTHX, YTOOH
O/1MCTaTh B CBETE MTPOKEKTOPOB U OBITH MPUHSITHIM MHOTHMH. 2Kasb TOJIBKO, YTO €CTh MHOT'O Belllel,
KOTOPHIE YeJIOBEK He MOXKET ITOJIYyYUTh, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO 3aBUCTh!Yronku ry6 Kaprmoca u3oraHymuch
BBEPX B XOJIOMHOU yCMeIKe.— Y MeHs MHOT'0 IOCTOMHCTB, — CKa3aJll OH, er0 I'0JIoC 3Bydal
yrpoxkarollle, — HO TEePIUMOCTD K JI0fisiM, 00jiee BEIOAIOUIMMCS, YEM s, He BXOOUT B UX YKCIIO. B
YaCTHOCTH, YAUBUTELHO TaJlAHT/IMBEIE MOHCTPH BPOozie Te0s 3aCTaBIAI0T MeHS elrle OOJIbIIe CXOOUTh
¢ yMa ot 3aBuctu!— T-Tel... He cmen! — npenynpenun MaH JIai, B ero rojgoce 3By4anu yxKac 1
cTpax. — MMmepaTop 3amnpeTu HaM OXOTUThCS ¥ YOUBATh APYTUX YYaCTHUKOB. MiHaye oHU OyOyT
YHUUYTOXKEHH. Thl He MOXelb youts MeHs!— Youts Te6s1? KoHeuyHo, g1 He CTaHy 9TOTO fenaTh! —
Kaproc ogapui ero X0JI0MHOM YIIBIOKOM, — HO S MOTY YHUYTOXKUTD Tebs! Tak, 4To ThHI OOJIblIIE He
Oynmerib o61afilaTh YOUBUTENIBHBIM TaJlaHTOM U IIPEeBPATUIILCS B IIOJIHOTO KajeKy!TIoka OH TOBOPHII,
OH JOCTaJl U3 CBOET0 MPOCTPAHCTBEHHOT'0 KOJIblla TPOOUPKY, HAlOJTHEHHYIO KPaCHOM KUIOKOCTHIO,
CJIOBHO KPOBBI0. — B 3T0# mpoOupKe KPOBb HAMOJIHEHA aJCKUMHU MTHUSIBKAMHY, TTOKUPAIOIITUMY AYIIH,
— cka3zas Kaproc, ero rosioc 3sy4as 3710Belre. — THl 3Haelllb, YTO TaKOe afCKue NUSIBKY,
noxwupatoue ayu?Kapioc HeCKOIbKO pa3 BCTPSXHYI TPOOKUPKY B CBOEH pyKe, IOKa IIPOAOIKal. —
9TO0 BUA 3K30TUYECKUX [Tapa3uTUUECKUX IOOBUTHIX YePBEU, KOTOPLIEe KUBYT B KPOBHU JIIOJIE!N UIU
Marudeckux 3Bepeii. OHU CIIeMaNIu3uPyIOTCS Ha MoXKKUpaHuU 60eBOM ayphl, MarndecKou U JyXOBHOMI
cunsl. Kak Tonpko [ymepasgupatomye Anckue [IusgBKY nonagaioT B TEJIO YeI0BeKa, JaXKe 3KCIEPTEH
Casroro JJomeHa MOTYT 3a0bITh O TOM, YTOOB ©30aBUTHCS OT HUX! BecroMouHeie, OHY MOTJIH JIUIITh
Ha0IoaTh, KaK afiCKMe MUSBKY, CJIOBHO IEMOHEI, TOXKUPAJIA UX XKU3HEHHBIE CUJIH: Maruio, aypy,
camy AyIly, - 110 KpymnuilaM, 0o IOoJIHOTo ucYe3HOoBeHus. M B KOHIle - Hen30exkHas rubenb. Kapioc, ¢
YXMBIJIKOHM, CJIOBHO OeMOH, mo0aBui:— [lepen TYpHUPOM S CIIeIabHO IIOATOTOBUII 3TUX MUSIBOK. MxX
eIMHCTBEHHAs 11eJIb - CIIPABUTHCS C TAKMUMHU MOTYILIECTBEHHBIMU CYIIIECTBAMM, KaK Bhl. Eciu OHI 5
MOT, 51 ObI YHUUYTOXKUIT Bac BCex! A THL... THI IPOCTO MEPBHIH, C KOro s HauHy!C 3TUMHU CITIOBAMU OH
OTKYTIOPHUJI TPOOUPKY, TOTOBSICH BRIJIUTh Ha M3H JI3s KpOBb, HACTOSHHYIO Ha [yIIaX, Pa3phiBa€MbIX
nusBKaMu. Ho MaH JIait, OyATO 71€B, B3peBes 1, COBEPIINB MOJIHUEHOCHOE CaJIbTO, IIEPEXBATUIT PYKY
Kaprnoca. OH BEIpBas MpoOKUPKY U3 €T0 PYK, ¥ B BO3AyXe MOBUCIA IpodoBas TUIINHA. (000)— THL... TH
Mep3aBell! — BeIgoxHY Kapioc, mopaxeHHbINH.— Thl He TPOCTO JHUIIAEIIs MEHS TPOPeeB, —
npopridan Mas JIal, muilo ero ObII0 MPaYHBIM, KaK IP0O30Basi Ty4a, — Thl XOUEITh YHUYTOXKUTL MEHS
aTOoi Mep30CThio! Kakoii Ke TH u3BpalneHel! MaH JIail ymapul KyjlakoM B KUBOT Kapioca, u TOT
eIBa He BHIIIIOHYJI BYEPAIIHUM yKUH. — THl, HUUTOXKECTBO, — cKa3asi MaH JIaii, — Tebe camoMy
npupeTcs momnpoboBaTh 3To 3enbe! OH BHUIUII KPOBb U3 MPOOUPKY B poT Kapiocy, u ToT, He ycIieB
Maxke 3aKpuyaTh, OBLIJT OLIEJIOMIIEH YAapoM, KOTOPHIM Pa3gpo0uil eMy 4entocTs. [1usaBKY,
OXKUpALUe OVIIN, Teleph CTajly ero HOYHBIM KOIIMapoM. — Yxxx~ Kapioc ynan Ha 3eMIIio,
XHbIYa ¥ Kopyachk oT 6omu. Ero gyra, 6ygTo mTUlla B KjieTKe, Ouiach B OTYassHUU. B CTOpOHE, TE, KTO
TOTOBHWJICS aTakoBaTh MHOTOpyKoro beremora, 00epHYJIUCE Ha IIyM, JIUIA UX UCKA3UIUCh OT
yxkaca.— Kapnoc! — 3akpryanu oHU.— YTO IPOUCXOTUT? — CIPOCUJ OOUH U3 HUX.— [ITULIEI OMHOTO
mmepa, — XOJIOMHO ycMexHycsa MaH JIsli, — HU OIMH U3 BaC He JOCTOMH Ha3hIBAThCS
yennoBeKoM!IleTuKOM MasiblieB OH BBIIYCTHUI IIOTOK 30JI0THIX JTy4el, U HECKOJIBKO MOHCTPOB, B OTHO
MTHOBEHUE, DYXHYJIU Ha 3eMJII0, JIMIIEeHHEIe CBOUX HOT. — VX BepXHHeE 4YaCTU TeJl JiexXalu Ha 3eMIIe,



HO HHUZXK€ KOJIEH OHHU BCe€ €elle CTOAHN...
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