MbsH JIal, HaKOHEIl, 0CO3HaJl MyAPOCTh CJIOB CTapuKa. Ero apMust monxKHa OBITh EMy BEPHA,
MOTYUHSITHCS 0E3POMOTHO, CPAXKaThCS II0 €0 BeJleHuI0. [JoroBop C MaJIeHbKUM 30JI0THIM MYPaBhEM,
3aKJ/II0YalOLIAN UX B OTHOLIEHUS X0351MHa U CIIYTH, Ka3aJiCsid Hauay4InuM peuresueM. — ['yx! —
IIPO3BYYasio, CIIOBHO B3M0X, ¥ BoieOHast popManusi, Cusioliass BCeMH IIBETaMU PafyTrH, OKyTaja
MaJIeHbKOr0 MypaBbs. HeBuauMas cusa ckoBaja ero. — [1u-u-uk! — MypaBei, CIIOBHO IIPeA49yBCTBYS
Hen30exKHOe, IPoKaJsl, ero 30JI0TkIe TJla3a, IOJIHbE CTpaxa, OBIIN ycTpeMyeHb Ha MaH JIag. [IBa
JTyda 30JI0TOT'0 CBETa BEIPBAJIUCh U3 €ro I'J1a3 U yaapwiu B 106 MaH JIasi. — Bym! — Mup BOKpyT HETo
3aapoxkai. BekoBrle AepeBbs U MBIIIHBIE KYCTH PAaCTBOPUIUCH, YCTYIIUB MECTO BHICOTHBIM 3[aHUIM,
I[BETYIIUM CafjaM U 3eJIeHeI0UUM JIyraM. OTo OBIII0 MecTo ero MeuTsl! — 3T0... — MoaH JIai,
OILIeJIOMJIEHHBIM, ITOMLITAJICS IPOU3HECTH CJI0BA, HO CUJIBHBINM TOJTYOK IIpepBas ero. — Koma!
Mennennee! Mennentee! — psigoM pa3pancs 3HaKOMBIN rojioc. MaH JIai 00epHYIICS U YBUAET KeHY,
TYJISIIONIYIO C UX OBYXJIETHUM ChIHOM. Marbii Koja, cnoTeiKasick, 6exka BIiepefl, a XKeHa cTapajach
ero morHath. — Koma! — nmpokpuyana oxHa. — JlroOumasi! — y Masu JIast OT paioCTH CITE3BI
HABEPHY/IUCh Ha I'/Ta3a. BHe3anmHo K HUM noabexkasta cofaka, u Koma, HCIyraBIINCh, BIETTUIICS B
MaMMHY 100Ky, 3a7nuBasich cie3aMu. — Kona, He 6o¥icsi, MaMa 37leCh. — XkK€Ha, JJaCKOBO yCIIOKauBas
CBHIHA, B351JIa €r0 Ha PyKu. MaH JIai, He B CUIax CHEePKUBaTh II€PEIOIHIBIINE €r0 SMOINHY,
TOPOIIJINBO HAMIPABUJICS K HUM, HO €T0 Cepfille C3KaJloCh OT TOCKHU. CTapukK, Habmogas 3a HUM,
yBUOenN, Kak MaH JIa# 3acThijl, OYOTO NUINEHHBIN BOMU. Ero B3I OB TYCT, ¥ B HEM He OBINIO
npexHero 67ecka. BHe3amHo cTapuK B3MaxXHYJI PYKOH, pa3pylias Marudeckyo GopMaluio
KOHTpaKTa X035g1Ha U CNIyru. BMecTo Hee BO3HUKIIa HOBas, O3Havalollas paBHOIIPaBHOE
cornamenue. — [[e6us, 4To TH Aejaellb? — CTapUK OB MOTPsiCeH. — [ToueMy Thl IIOMEHSIT
KOHTPAKT B IOCJIEJHIOI MUHYTY...Ho ObIIO yKe mM03[HO. [IBe KAl KPOBHU MOSBUIKUCE B IIEHTPE
Maru4yeckou GpopMalliu, CIIUIUCh BOEIWHO, a 3aTEM Pa3eJININCh, ITonaB B 106 MaH JIas u
MaJIeHbKOT'0 30JI0TOT0 MypaBbsi. — ByM! — KOHTpAKT OBII 3aK/II04YeH, Marudeckass Gopmarus
paccesnacb. Mup BOKpyr MsH JIas CHOBa U3MeHUJICS. BEICOTHBEIE 30aHUs UCYE3JIU, KeHa U ChIH
IIpOTIay, ¥ OH OKa3ascs B Jlecy Bonme6Hbix 3Bepeit. — Komna? 2Kena? I'me BuI? — MaH JIaH,
OXBaueHHBIM NTaHUKOW, pBAHYJICA BIepen. — YOI0goK, KaKoro 4epTa TH fie/laelllb? — pa3falcs
roJioc cTapuka. — Bce GbIIO XOPOIIIO, TaK TOYEMY K€ Thl U3MEHUJI KOHTPAKT Ha PaBHONPaBHBIN?
Temo MaH JIas gpoxano. OH Ornisifesncs, IOTOM IIOCMOTPEN Ha CTapyKa U MpolenTan: — YTo co
MHOM ITPoXCXoguT? YTO TOIBKO YTO MPOu301n0? — Teneps s moH! — cTaphiit AMoc riy0oKo
HaxXMYPWJICS, U Ha ero JIKLe [IOSIBUIOCh BEIpakeHue coXkajleHUs . — JTO Bce M0os BUHa. Ha camom
mene, s HONXkKeH OB TomyMaTh 06 9ToM paHblile!— CTapuk, YTO CIAYYUIIOCh? — M3H JIaH, YyBCTBYS
JIETKYIO TOJIOBHYIO 00JIb, MOTHYJI I'0JI0BOM. — Bce 3T0 110 ero BuHe! — CTapuK yKa3ajl Ha MaJeHbKOTO
30JI0TOT0 MypaBbs, JexKalllero Ha 3emye. — Ero Bune? — MaH JIail moCMOTpes Ha MypaBbsi, HO TOT
OB ci1ab, CJTOBHO JIOIMHYBIIXY BO3MYIIHEIH ITapuK. Ero rojyoBa YMeHbBIINIIAChH, TIa3a IOTYCKHEH,
TeJio omycTeso. Kak oH Mor Tak 6bICTpO ocnabeTs? MaH JIai HaXMypuscs, He IIOHUMasi, YTo
IIPOUCXOOUT.
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