Ha ropopckux cTeHax Lapuia raetyias tuimnuHa. Otpsap [Tapsigero [IpakoHa 3amep, CIOBHO
okaMeHeB. Bce ¢ 6ecrioMoIHOCThI0 Habmofanu, Kak MaH JIai, CJI0BHO yparaH, oOpyluIMBaeTCs Ha
KOpPOJIst BUBepPH. HUKTO He MOT CMUPHUTLCS C 3TOM KapTUHOM. Benb nmepen HUMHU OBLI BEJIUKUH,
MOTYYUH APaKOH, 61aropoHbIM Teplior KOPOJIeBCTBA, CUIBHBEIN Mar AeBsITOro Kiacca... Kak oH Mor
OKa3aThCs B TAaKOM ITaueBHOM cocTossHuu? Ho akT ocTtaBasncs hakToM: KOPOJIs BUBEPH M30UBaIA
[0 TTOJIyCMepTU. MOJIHKHU, TONIKAHON ¢ 609Ky, 00pYyLINBaINCh Ha HETO, MHTEePBal MeXAY yoapaMu
OBLT HUUTOXKHO MaJl, IPakKOH Jaxke He YCIIeBal OTHOLIIATLECS.— DTOMY ITapHIO TOYHO He MoBe37o! —
npobopMoTan AMOC, COUYBCTBYST KOPOJIIO BUBEPH. — Eciu OBl OH CTOJIKHYJICS C OOBIYHBIM BEJIUKUM
Marom fieBSITOTO0 Kjlacca, OH Obl, KOHEYHO, HEe 0Ka3aJiCs B TAKOM I10JI02KeHUHU. Ho yBEI, OH BCTPETHUIICS
¢ MaH JIseM — MOHCTPOM, CITOCOOHBIM MTHOBEHHO BHIIYCKaTh 3aK/IMHAHUS OEBSITOTO Kiacca. Kak oH
cobupaeTcs mobenuts? [laxe ecnu MaH JIaii He UCIIOIb30BasI OBl 3aKJIMHAHUS BOCEMOT'O UJIH
IEeBATOTO KJlacca, OMHOT0 3aKJIMHAHUS CeIbMOT0 Kiiacca, "I'pomoBoro Ceeta", 6b110 OB JOCTATOYHO,
4yTOOBI U30UTH €T0 10 TAaKOM CTEIIeHH, YTO OH He MOT ObI MOIIeBeNIUThCs. Beiurpars? Takoro BapuaHTa
naxe He cymecTBoBano!— MaH JIait! — AMoc mokayas rojioBoi. — YOUBaTh ero He UMeeT CMEICIIA.
9TO TONMBKO IpUHEeceT Tebe MHOXKECTBO HEHYKHAIX ITpo0neM. [TpocTo oTycty ero.Mas JIau
3agyMmalics Ha MTHOBEHUE, 3aTeM MelJIeHHO KUBHYJ. [[eliCTBUTENbHO, 3TO Oblyia TpaBha. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, KOPOJIb BUBEPH OBLI OOHUM U3 repuoroB KoponescTBa OrHeHHBIX [IpaKOHOB. YOUTE €ro OBIIO
HECJI0XKHO, HO TIOCJIENCTBUS, KOTOPBIE 3TO MOTJIO ITOBJIeYh 3a CO00M, OBIIN CITUIIKOM BEJIMKH [IJIS
Hero.— OTIUYHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJI AMOC. — f COXpaHIO XXU3Hb 3TOU CTapou rncuHe!MaH JIoi,
IoAfepkasB Npenioxenne AMoca, IpeKpaTUil UCIIO0JIb30BaTh "I'poMmoBou CBET" U OTIIYCTHII KOPOJIS
BUBePH.— Thl, HUUTOXKECTBO, Mycop! YMpu! — 3apriuas IpakKoH, HE BEIpaXKasi HU Kalljlu
OraromapHOCTH. BMecTo 3TOro, OH, CIOBHO MOIHUS, Opocusicst Ha MaH JIas. OmHakKo, efBa OH
npubnIu3nICcsa K HeMy, KakK ¢ HeOa 00pyLInCS KJIMHOK MOJIHUAY U 3@ [OJII0 CEKYH[BI IPOH3MU €0
JIEBOE KPHBIJIO, pa3pyOuB ero y ocHoBaHusi! KphIsIo OTENUIIOCh OT Tella, a APakOHbsSI KPOBb XJIBIHYIIA
BO BCe CTOPOHHI. HeBrIHOCKHMast 00JIb TPOH3UIa APaKOHA, ¥ OH U3[aJl TPOH3UTENIbHBIN KPUK, ITPexK/e
yeM PYXHYTh Ha 3eMJTt0.— ThI MOXKeIlb XKUTh Aajbllle, HO He 6e3 HaKa3aHus. TBoe IPOCTPaHCTBEHHOE
KOJIBIIO Tellepb Moe. & MpuMy 3TO KaK KOMIIEHCAIINIO 3a Bce 0CKOopOIeHus! — rojoc MaH JIas 3Bydan
XOJIOOHO U OTCTpaHeHHO.OH CXBaTUJI OTPYOJIEHHOE KPhIJIO ¥ CHSJI C HETO MMPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE KOJIBIIO.
3aTeM, HeOpeKHO OTOPOCHII KPHIIO, KaK HEHYKHEBIM Mycop. Bce 3amMepiu B MEPTBOM THIIMHE. JTO
3penulle HAMOJIHUIIO UX CTPaxoM u TperneToM. OTPyOUTh KPHUIO KOPOJTI0 BUBEPH OJHUM B3MaxoM
pyku? Pa3Be oH He OB CIMIIKOM XKeCTOK? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO OBINT BETUKUY KOPOJIh BUBEPH! —
9TOT napeHsb... — Mapku3a 'y npuinypuscs, B ero rjia3ax MejbKHYJIa TeHb TPeBOrU. — [[0CKOJIBKY
MboH JIa#i cMor mo0eguTh KOPOJIsi BUBEPH, 3HAUUT JIX 9TO, YTO OH MOXKET CHeJiaTh TO XKe caMoe CO
MHOU? OH y2Ke HaCTOJIbKO CUJIeH, TOJIbKO YTO MPOPBABIIKCH Ha HOBHIM YPOBEHBL? — B3[TOXHYII OH, €T0
SMOIIMH ObIIKA CIIOKHBEIMU. — C 3TOT0O MOMEHTA ITOSBUJICS ellle OJUH YeJloBeK, 00jiee CUIbHEIN, YeM
... 9X-x-x! B3MaxHyB PyKOH, OH OTHaJ IpuKa3:— [IpuBenuTe Clofa HECKOJIbKUX BOJNIIEOHNKOB CBETA,
IIyCTh OHY NIPOBEPSAT COCTOsHUE repuora Hukomaca.— [la, mou rocnogus!Tem BpeMeneM MaH JIsi
yXKe CIpsTal IPOCTPAHCTBEHHOE KOJIbII0 KOPOJIs BUBEPH. 3aTeM OH IIPU3EMJIUJICS Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ Hadall
cobupats BosmebHble aapa KpoBoxkaaHbx 2Kene3H0KpHUCTaIbHEIX MypaBbeB, CJIOBHO OH OBI
eIMHCTBEHHHIM 4YeJIOBEKOM Ha 9Tou 3eMJjie. Korga cusa gocturaja TaKOro ypoOBHS, KaK €ro, OHa
Morn1a (pu3ndecKu MPOSBIAATLCSI U U3MEHSTh PEaIbHOCTD. [103TOMY MONyYyeHNe TPEOMETOB C
TIOMOIIIbIO TeJIeKHHe3a He OBbII0 [JIsg Hero mpobiemoii. Bce simpa B pafinyce HECKOJIBKUX COTEH METPOB
rcye3ajy, He OCTaBIsis mocne cebs HU cnefa...— [[1aBon? — UCIyraHHO MPOIIENTald BUBEPHH,
CJIOBHO yBU[enu npuBuaeHre. OHK Hadasu MaHUYECKH yleTaTh, y2KacHo 00sgch, 4To MaH JIai 3a0neT
UX 0 CMEPTHU MOJIHHEH, eCJIM OHU 3aMe[JIITCS X0Ts Obl Ha I1ar. Bug Ma# JIas1, TOJIBKO YTO

noGe uBIIET0 UX TUePa, IPOU3BEN Ha HUX rITy00Koe BriedyaT/ieHHe U yKAaCHO Hamyrasl. BeposiTHo,
OHHU He CKOpo 3abymyT aToT cTpax.— ['epuor Hukonac, Bel B nopspke? — — TopomnuTtecs! Brineunte
paHnl repriora Hukomnaca!bnaromapst yCunusm HECKOJIBKHX BOIIIEOHUKOB CBETa, OTPYOJIEHHOE KPBIIO
KOpPOJISI BUBEPH OBIJIO YCIIEIIHO IPUKPEIIeH0 00paTHO, a Bce ero paHsl 3axunu. OgHako, oH 00JIbIIe
He Opocascs Ha MaH JI9g.0H ObiT HanmyraH. [I0CKOIBKY KIMHOK MOJIHMM CMOT TakK JIETKO Iepepe3aTh
€ro JIeBOe KPHIJIO, OH, 0€3yCI0BHO, MOT OTCEYb €My I'0JIOBY C TaKOM Ke JIETKOCThI0. Ec/ OH CHOBa



OpocuTcs B aTaky, KTO TapaHTUPYET, YTO Ha 3TOT pPa3 KIMHOK MOJHUU He TIOMafeT eMY B TOJIOBY?
Ecnu oH He XOTeNl yMepeTh, V Hero He OBII0 APyroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe KaK CMUPHUTLCS.— Mapkus 'y,
KTO 3TOT napeHs? — cupocui repuor Hukonac.— A Toxe He 3Haw! — orBeTun Mapku3 ['yna. — Bul
He 3HaeTe? Pa3Be OH He U3 BalllUX NOTPaHUYHUKOB?— HeT, oH He Mou. — Mapku3 ['yig mokayan
T'0JIOBO#. 3aTeM OH paccKa3sall Bce, YTO 3HaJl 0 MaH JIse, YTO 3acTaBuiIO ero codeceqHUKa
HaxXMypUThCs. JIMYHOCTE Heu3BeCTHA? TONIBKO YTO IIepellesl Ha AeBATHY Kinacc? Y naxe 3HaeT
Maruto [Ipakonbero f3sika?— MHe I7IeBaTh, KTO THI, HO S 0043aTEJIbHO OTOMINY! — IIPOIIUIIEN
repuor Hukomnac....MaH JIa# melicTBoBas oueHb 3¢ dekTuBHO. OH cobpast Bce BosieOHEe siapa B
3TOM palioHe B paAuycCe OI0XKUHLI KUIIOMETPOB MeHee 4eM 3a JecaTbh MUHYT. OgHaKO ero
pa3o4apoBasio To, YTO OH cobpast Bcero 28 743 simpa. 1o maxe He 30 000 000 30/10THIX MOHET?
BpoBu MsH JIasg HaXMypUINCh, X OH C IBHEIM HEOBOJILCTBOM ITocMoTpen Ha OTpap [lapsiero
Ipakona. Ecru OB 9Ta Ky4Ka UIMOTOB He Chella YacTh SAep, CyYMMa HaBepHSIKa IpeBLICHIa OBl
otMeTKy B 30 MuyinoHoB!— 3HaeTe, 310 30 000 000 30m0TEIX MOHET! 30 000 000! — npowunen Max
JIati. — Y600k, pas3 YK Bhl CheIH HECKOJIBKO MUJUIMOHOB MOUX 30JI0THIX MOHET, MOXKETe CUUTATh,
YTO MBI Tereph Bparu. Ecnu y MeHs OymeT I1aHc B OyayineM, s 00s3aTe/IbHO YHUUTOXKY Bac BCEX, a
3aTeM BBIpeXKY BCe Ballld gipa B KauecTBe KoMmrneHcaluu! ITocse aToro obemanus camomy cebe Max
JIayt pemmn yuTH. B 9TOT MOMEHT Mapku3 ['yip marHya Bruepeq ¥ KpukHy1:— ['0ClIoguH Mar,
OXKaIy#uCTa, MOgOKIUTe MUHYTKY!MaH JIaii He mMOOUI TOrpaHNYHbIE BOKMCKA, ITI03TOMY faXKe He
oOpaTui Ha Hero BHUMaHus. OH YIIPaBIIsai KOBPOM-CaMOJIETOM U B3MEIT B HE00.— Muiopm, aToT
IapeHb IPOCTO CIIMIIKOM CaMOf0BOIeH! — mpoienTan Mapku3 ['yiag.— XM-M-M! — (BIPKHYT MapKu3
['ynp, c mpe3peHneM U30THYB I'yObl. — PSIBKHYJ BO3MYIIEHHbIH Bosika.OCTaBUB I103aiu Benukyio
Creny [Ipakonbeu Kposu, MaH JIaii He clieln BePHYTHCS B AOJIMHY, e HAIIUIM BpeMeHHOe
MIPUCTaHUIIE XKUTEJU JAepeBHU. ETo pa3yM 3aHMMarla Apyras MBICIb: 3a4€eM XKOaTh, IT0Ka
MYpaBbUHBIN poii BhifeT U3 Jleca BonmeOHEIX 3BEpel, ¥ TaCCUBHO 3amuInaThcsa? [Touemy Obl He
B3SIThb MHUIIMATUBY B CBOU PYKH, He HayaTh aTaKy, He BTOPTHYTHCS Ha UX TEPPUTOPHUI0? — KTO He
PHUCKYeT, TOT He IIhET IIIaMIIaHCKOT0, — IIPOIIemnTast oH cebe mox Hoc, — K ToMy ke, y MeHs eCTb
KOBEp-CaMOJIeT, YTO MOTYT CAeJIaTh CO MHOM MypaBbu? ITa MBIC/Ib, CJIOBHO JIy4Y CBETa, OCBETHUIIA €T0
nyTh, © MaH JIa#t 6e3 npoMepenus 6pocusics Brioyos Jleca BonmeOHbx 3Bepeii. — CTaphiii
IPe3ueHT, MypaBbU COXKpalld BCeX BONMIIEOHBIX 3Bepe B jiecy. Pa3Be 3TO He 3HAUMT, YTO UX TaM HE
Oymert emle oueHs monro? — MaH JIai 6osran ¢ AMocoM, JIeTst Ha KoBpe-camosieTte. CTapuk,
TIOBU/IABIINH Ha CBOEM BEKY HeMaJio, Obls1 6oraT 3HaHUSIMU, U MaH JI3i ¢ KagHOCTHIO BIUTEIBAJ €TI0
MyapocTh. — He coBceM Tak! — AMoc cTpaHHO ynbIOHYIICS. — [10 IpaBOe roBops, MOCcyie Kaxkaon
MYypaBbHHOM BOJIHHI BOJIIIIEOHBIE 3BEPH B JIECY HE TOJILKO He MCYe3aloT, HO flaXke MPUYMHOKaI0TCH.
OHu cHOBa 3aMyT KaX[blil yrojiok Jleca BonmeOHbIX 3Bepeii U IpPeBPaTsIT ero 00paTHO B CBOM
3aMOBeNHUK. — I33... — MaH JIa# 6bi omenomies. — [IpuymHoxkaTcsa? Kak 3To MoxeT ObITh? Pa3Be
THI He TOBOPUJI, UTO MypPaBbU COXKPYT BCeX BONMIIEOHEIX 3Bepeit? [ToueMy ux 4ucyo yBenmuuuTcs? Bee
OHM CKpbUIHCH? Ho 3TOTO0 He moikHO ObITh! MypaBbu ObLIM ITOBCIOAY, TaK TOe K€ UM CIPSITaThCs?—
OHM He IPATANIUCh, UX OTJIOTUII MypaBelHUK. OOHAKO [IOCJIe BOJIHEL B JIECY JEeMCTBUTENIBHO
OSIBUTCS 00JIbIIIEe BOMIIEOHBIX 3Bepel. YTO KacaeTcss IPUUYUHEL, TO 3TO CeKpeT. Cekper,
IpHUHAOIeXallui BoNeOHEM 3BepssM! — AMOC MPUKPHLN YIIEIOKY 60pPOoIo¥, HacaaXkaasich
HenoyMmeHnueM MaH Jles. — CekpeT? — MaH JIait Obl1 omestomieH. — Ila, cekpeT! TOT, KOTOPHIi ThI
y3Haelllb TOJIbKO TOT[a, KOTrfa neperaelns Ha ypoBeHs CsaToro [loMeHa. Korga npupgeT BpeMsi, ThI
TIOMMEIITh, YTO 3TOT MUP OYeHb OOJIBIION U YTO TO, YTO THI 3HAEIIb O HEM, — 3TO JIUIIB Kalljig B Mope!
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