— Ilocme aToro... — rna3a ctapuka AMoca, rimy0okue u 0e3[I0HHEIE, CIIOBHO 3arIsibIBaIu B 6e30Hy
BEKOB. ['0710C ero, mOTrpyKeHHbIU B fajieKue BOCIIOMUHAHUS, CTaJl XPUIIJIBIM, KaK y 4eJI0BeKa,
IIPOLIEIIEro Yepe3 MHOXKECTBO Oyps. — B mocmenyomire 1ecsTh C TUIIHUM JIET BEChb KOHTUHEHT
IIPeBPATHUIICS B IIaPCTBO BEYHOT'0 X0100a. becuncieHHoe MHOKECTBO XKUBBIX CYIIECTB MOTU6JIO,
BeJIMKNeE UMIIEPUY PYXHYJIH, @ PAChl, UTO HaCeNIsA/Iu 3TOT MUD, IOHECIN HEBOCIOJITHUMEIE TIOTEPU. —
Cpenu Hux MMnepust 3Bepoinofiel 0Ka3anach Hauboee mocTpaaasiinei. I1o JaHHBIM,
COXPAHUBIINMCS TIOCJIE KaTaCTPO(MHI, TPH YETBEPTHU MPOCTOIOOUHOB ITOTU0IH, a MATast 4aCTh 3HATH
Oblla CKOBaHA JIEISTHBIM IJIEHHUKOM! — AMOC TOBOPHJI, CJIOBHO IIPOTOBapHBasI CTPAIIHEIE CITOBA
3ay4eHHOr0 3aKIMHaHusg. — MMnepust 3Beposofed Obljia TOTAa I'PO3HOM CUJIOM, TPeBOCXOAsIIeH
naxe MmorymectBo Umnepuu [Ipakonbero bora u Mmnepuu Tutanos. Ho aTa KatacTpoda HaHecna en
COKPYIIUTENIbHBIN yaap, TOIOPBaB e€ MOTYIIECTBO. B uTore oHa cTaa ciaabeilieil U3 YeThIpex
BENIMKUX UMIepuit. — Tpu YeTBEPTHU MPOCTOIOOUHOB... — M3H JI3i OBIN TOTPSICEH [0 TTyOMHBI OYIIIN.
— Kaxk xe 310 6e3xanoctHo! He3aBuCHMO OT MeCTa, ITPOCTOIIOAUHEI BCETOA COCTABIISAIN CaMyi0
MHOTOYHCJIEHHYIO YacTh o0mecTBa. B iMmepun 3Bepomoneit ux 010 601ee ABYXCOT Mummuapaos! 1
TPU YETBEPTHU U3 HUX MOruOmH. .. [I-11-1m-111... TO OBITIO LEeNIBIX CTO MATHAECAT MUIHAPHoB ayI! Ecou
OBl Cclofa ObITM BKJIIOYEHE! BCE OCTaIbHBIE ITPOCTOTIONWHEI, TOTHUOIEe Ha KOHTUHEHTE, TO 9Ta nudpa,
BEpOSTHO, Oblna OBl YMHOXKEHa B HECKOJIBKO pa3. — ITO OBIIO AeHCTBUTEIEHO 0€32KaloCTHO, —
B3[OXHYJI CTApUK AMOC, ClerKa Kadas TojI0Bo#. — MEI, Maru, udydaeM TallHbl He0a 1 3eMIIH,
HaJlesiChb IPOHUKHYTD B CYTh IpUpoabl. Ho nmepepn nuiioM BceneHHOM MBI HUYTOXKHEL..— [laxke
MOTyIIecTBeHHBIN CBaTOM [JoMeH mepen nuiioM BceneHHOM He 6ojiee YeM Kalljisi BOOEl B OTPOMHOM
MOpe, IecCurHKa B 6ecKkpaliHel MyCTHIHE... — J00aBUI OH.— A YTO XKe CITy4YHI0Ch TOTOM, ['ocriofuH
[Tpe3uneHT? — HETEPIEIUBO CrIpocusl MaH JIait.— YTOoOH MCIIPaBUTh IOIOXKEHNE, YETHIPE BETUKHUE
UMIIEPUU 00BETUHUIN CBOU ycumusi. OHU coOpasiy BCEX MaroB CTUXUW 3eMJIH, BOIBL U JIbJla CO BCETO
KOHTHHEHTA, YTOOB COOPaTh MBITh ¥ 3aCTABUThL €€ 0CECTh. 3aTEM Maru MCII0Ih30BaJIM BIIATy U3
BO3[yXa, YTOOH HAaYaTh TPAHAMO3HYI0 OMEPAIIHIo 10 0YUCTKe aTMocdeprl. — CTapuk AMoC
HEHAJI0JIT0 3aMOJT4aJl, CJIOBHO BCIIOMHHAS COOBITHS IPOIIIOr0. — MIMEHHO B 3TOT IEPHO]I, C LIEeJIbI0
IIOAITOTOBKY MaroB, 0COOEHHO MaroB 3eMJIH, Obllla co3maHa Hala AkageMusi Maruu OTHEHHBIX
IIpakoHOB, KaK U MHOTHE JpPyrHie aKageMuu Maruu.— biarogaps yIoOpHBIM YCUIUAM HECKOIBKUX
IIOKOJIEHUM, COJTHEYHHIM CBET CHOBa IIPOOUIICS CKBO3b Tyuu. COJIHIIE B30OIIJIO Ha BOCTOKE, JIe[ U CHET
pacTasny, a TeMreparypa crajia MATKOW U IpusiTHOU. — CTapuK AMOC TOBOPHUII C TUXOU TOPEYbI0. —
Bce BepHYIOCh K TOMY, YTO OBIJIO paHbIle.— MbI TOOeOUIN, Ml U3THAJY JIe[l 1 MOPO3! — IIpou3Hec
OH, CJIOBHO BCIIOMMHAJI O JaBHeM mobeme.— Ho kajb, 4YTO XKU3HU, KOTOPHIE YIIIJIM, HABCETA OCTAJIUCh
norpe6GeHHBIMY IO JIbOOM U CHEroM, 4ToOs! 60JIbIlle HUKOTTIa He BEPHYTHCS... — 000aBUII OH, €T0
rooc 3By4al nedanabHo.— Kak yxKacHo u ayuiepa3pupatomie! — Man JIau Tsaxkeno B3goxHyna. — C Tex
TI0pP BCe Pachl 3a7IeYMBaIU PaHbl ¥ BOCCTAHABIMBAJIK CUJTbI, @ HeOecHbI KOHTUHEHT MOTPY3UICs B
PenKymwo 3moxy Mupa. MIMeHHO B 3TOT nepuop s npopsaicsd B Ceatou [lomeH! — [1ocie moCTUXKeEeHUS
ypoBHs CBATOro [JoMeHa, s OTIIpaBujICsa Ha MeTeopuTHEIe PaBHUHEL. f XO0TEJl CBOMMMU IJla3aMu
YBUAETH TY 3BE3[Y, UTO BEI3Bajla TaKyl KaTacTpody. — CTapuk AMOC rOBOpHJI, CIIOBHO OENIUIICS
TalHOM, KOTOPYIO XpaHuU AOJrue rogel.— 3Be3xa?! — ria3a Mas JIas 3aropenucs. — Ho korpa s
npuOBIT TYAa, 3BE30a YKe HcUe3yla, OCTaBUB I0CyIe ce0s UL OTPOMHEIN KpaTep. — B To Bpems
MHOTHE IyMaJld TaK Xke, KakK s, — YIBIOHYJICS CTapuK AMOC, Ka4asi I'0JI0BO#. — MHOTHe BEpUIIH, YTO
METEOPHUT, CIIOCOOHBIM BEI3BATh TAKyl0 KaTaCTPOQy, HECOMHEHHO, MOJIXKEeH ObITT OBITH COKPOBUILEM. —
U B TeueHUE HECKOIBKUX CTOJIETUM, 9KCIIEPTHL CO BCEX YTOJIKOB KOHTUHEHTA IIOCTOSTHHO UCCIIeN0BaIN
MerteopuTHble PaBHUHEI, HaflesCh HAUTU yIIaBIINe COKpPOBHUIa. Ho UX MOUCKYU OKa3alucCh
TIIeTHEIMU.— [To4eMy OHU HU4Yero He HaUUIUu? — B rJla3ax MaH JIas 3apoaunock HeJOyMeHue, —
Takoyi TUTaHTCKHAUM METEOPUT He MOT IMOJTHOCThIO MCUE3HYTh, BepHO? KTO MOT ero B3sTh?— TpymHO
CKa3aTbh, — CTapUK AMOC paccMmesisics, Kadas rojioBou. — Bcerga HaufeTcs KTO-TO CUIbHEE, U HET
npefesia TOMy, KaK BRICOKO MOXKHO MomHSAThCsl. Ha Hebecnom KoHTUHEHTe HaBepHSIKA €CThb Te, KTO
crioco0eH YHECTH yIaBIINK MeTeopuT. [1o KpaliHel Mepe, 51 OB CTIOCOOEH MONHSTH €70 BO BpeMs
cBoero nuka! — [IpekpacHo! — M3H JIai KpUBO yCMeXHYJICA. TOJIBKO TOTHa OH BCIIOMHUII, UTO
HaxomuTcs Ha HebecHoM KOHTHHEHTE — MOTYIIeCTBEHHOM MUPE O0EBBIX UCKYCCTB, TOEe CUla



OTAEJNbHBIX JTI0OEeN MOXKeT JOCTATATh HEBEPOSTHBIX BHICOT. — A YTO CIYYMUIOCH MOTOM? — CIIPOCHUIT
MboH JIaii. — C TeueHHeM BpeMeHH, IOMCKKM COKPOBHUII ITOCTEIIEHHO COIIIM Ha HET, U HUKTO OOJIbIIe
He oOpalascs BAMMaHUS Ha MeTeopuTHbe PaBHUHBI. — OTBETHUJ CTAapUK AMOC.— 3HAYUT, TAKOBA

ucropusi MeteopuTHbIX PaBHUH... — mpoOopmoTtan MaH JIsii. OH CHOBa IIOCMOTPENT Ha ITePraMeHT B
CBO€U pyKe.— 3HAUUT, 3TOT MaHYCKPUIT — KapTa MeTeoputHeix PaBanH? — cnpocun od.— [la! B
MOE BpeMs n3ydeHrne MeTeopuTHHIX PaBHUH OBLIO OUeHb MOMYIIPHEIM. Kak roBOpUTCS... — CTapUK

AMoc 3agymarncs. — Tsl He MOXKeIllb Ha3BaTb Ce05T 9KCIIEPTOM, eCJId HUKOTOa He OBIT Ha
MeteoputHiix PaBHUHaX. — VIMEHHO TI09TOMY, KapThl MeTEOPUTHBIX PaBHUH ObIIM IOBCIOAY, —
yneIOHYICS cTapuk AMoc. — Ho maxe KapTa, KyIlJIeHHas Y IPUOOPOKHOI0 TOPToBIla, Ovlna 0wl 6omee
mompoOHOM, YeM Ta, 4To n300paxkeHa Ha ImepraMeHnTe nepen To6oi.— Ix! MTak, mocyue BCero
CKa3aHHOTO0, 3TO BCETo JIUIIh 00bIYHAs KapTa. A s-To IyMaJl, YTO IOJy4YnJl KaKoe-TO BHYLIUTENIbHOE
cokposuinie! — MaHn JIa# OB pa3odyapoBaH.M3 ero nagoHu BEIPBAIOCH IJIaMsi, U OH OBICTPO CXKeT
neprameHdT. CTapuk AMocC ero He ocTaHOBUI. OH pacCcKa3as CTOJIBKO TOJIBKO IMIOTOMY, YTO KapTa
II0Ka3ajlach eMy 3HAKOMOM, a He TIOTOMY, YTO B HEeW JeiCTBUTENIbHO OBIIO YTO-TO
HeoObyHOe.Cropena? Tak ToMmy u ObITh. Hudero crpamnoro!Korga nepraMeHT Cropen OoTiia, U3 Hero
BhITIAJI 30JI0TOU JINCT HEM3BECTHOI0 BEI[eCTBa M ymaJj Ha 3eMyIi0. — YTo 3T0 Takoe? — MaH JIan
nmonHsn nmucT. OH OB Pa3MepPoOM C JTafloHb MIafeHIla, HallOMKUHAJ JIUCT BsI3a, HO OBIIT IIeITMKOM
30JI0TUCTO-2KETHIM. JIUCT OBITT MOKPHIT IJIOTHHIM Y30POM IIPOKUIIOK, CTTOBHO BHIKOBAaHHEIM K3 30JI0Ta.
— ITo3BoIb MHE B3TIIHYTh Ha 9T0! — cTapuHa AMOC, C TPEIIeTOM B I'0JIOCE, BEIXBATUI y M3H JIas
30110TOM NTCT. OH 6epekHO MOJIOKUII €T0 B JIaJOHb, U, BTIISABIBASICH, Bce Gosbile yousnsancs.— Kak
CTPaHHO! — TIpolIenTan OH, — JTa MITyKa... AeUCTBUTEILHO MOXKET 3a0JI0KUPOBATh MOIO TyXOBHYIO
cuny!? HeBeposTHO... f BCE elre€ He Mory mpobuTh e€! CTaprHa AMOC, He B CUlaxX pa3rafiaTh TalHy
nmucTa, bopmoTan cebe oM HOC, HO Maxke CIyCTs IONIIHS TaK U He CMOT HauTH 00bSICHEHUSI. — ITOT
30JI0TOM JTUCT BRITJIIOUT OOBIYHBEIM, — 3aQyMYMBO ITPOU3HEC OH, — HO OH ITOJTHOCTHIO0 OJIOKHPYET MO0
OyxXO0BHYI0 cuny! f maxe mpeAnonokuUTh HE MOTY, U3 Yero OH chesaH. [laxe TBOU CTapUK He 3HaET,
YTO 3TO TakKoe! — Jlaxke BHI HEe MOXKETE CKa3aTh, 9YTO 3TO Takoe, ['ocnmogus [Ipe3umeHt? — MaH JIai,
BIJISIIBIBASICH B 30JI0TOM JIUCT, C JIIOOOMIBITCTBOM CBEPKAJI I'lma3aMu. — MoXkKeT, 3T0 KaK0e-To
cokposuine? Xe-xe, faBal nomnpobyem npsimo cerdac!MaH JIaH, He K0nebsach, yKycui cebs 3a
masell, ¥, pa30pBaB KOXKY, KalHYJ Ha JIUCT Kalljlel KpoBu.— YTO TH lelaelllb? — CTapuHa AMOC OBLI
B HeoyMeHUHU.— Karaio KpoBb, YTOOHI 3aBUTH O CBOEH COOCTBEHHOCTH, KOHEYHO! — C YIBIOKOM
nosscHUI MaH JIsu. — B MoeM pOgHOM IOpofe eCTh I'PyIila HaYUTaHHBIX JII0e!, 3HAIIIUX
yOuBUTENbHEIE Bel. OHHU, ITOCTe OOITUX HaOIONeHU! U KPOIIOTINBOM PabOThl, IPUIIUIA K BHIBOAY:
Korpga 4enoBek CTanKuBaeTCs C HEU3BECTHHIM, C TEM, YTO TPYAHO IOHSTH, KamnaTh KPOBbIO, YUTOOH
IIPeTeHO0BaTh Ha BlIajfleHhe — XOpoIllas MpakKThKa. 3aBlageTh CMOXeTe — OTIMYHO. He cmoxkeTe —
HUYETro cTpamHoro! — YTo 9To0 3a CTpaHHasd Teopus? — BO3MYTUIICI cTapuHa AMoc. — KamaTh
KPOBb, YTOOHI 3asIBUTH IIpaBa COOCTBeHHOCTH? TH myMaellb, 9T0 60KecTBeHHOe InaMs... Ho mpexme
yeM OH yCIlesl 3aKOHYMTh, KPOBb, KAIIHYBIIas Ha JIMCT, BIUTAlACh B HETo, U uc4yesina 6e3 cnemal— Xa-
xa-xa! Pa3Be g Tebe He roBopun? — MaH JIai Ol BHe ce0s OT pagocTu.— bynb s mpoknsar!... —
crtapuHa AMoc octonbener!
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