— YepToBo oTpoabe? — mpomunes ctapuk AMoc, — «Kanms nota!»Ma# JIsii 3aCThI, BCIIOMHUB, YTO
mepen HUM - He IPOCTO OCTaHKH, a pax Benukoro OrueHHoro [IpakoHa Cestoro [lomeHa. MBICTB O
TOM, 4TOOBI Pa306paTh TeJI0 U MPOMaTh APAKOHbE SIOPO, TPO3BYyYasta BCIyX, u MaH JIa# moKpacHel. —
Xe-xe! — 3acMesncs OH, IOYEChIBas 3aThIIOK, — 4 CKa3ajl 5TO HeYasHHO, He BOCIPUHUMANTE
Bcepbe3! — Xa! He cmelt gyMaTs, 4TO g He 3HAI0, 0 YeM TH AyMaellb! — crapuk AMoc Obll He U3 TeX,
KOT0 JIeTKO 00MaHyTh. — Mo0SI KpOBb T€4eT B TBOUX JKUJaX, Thl MOM KPOBHBIN POLOCTBEHHUK U
IIOTOMOK. [Ipyrve MOTYT KpH4YaTh O pa3fieleHuu U TpeOOBaHUM MOETO Teja, HO THL... Tl He
Moxelb!MaH JIau onemmuin.— [Ipe3upgeHT, 0 yeM Bl roBopute? 4 He nmoHuMarw!Ctapuk AMOC yKa3an
Ha Maru4eckuii 6apbep, BUCSIIUYN HaJl TABOBHIM 03€pOM, U PSABKHYI:— C SIpOM [paKoOHA BHYTPHU
MOEro Tejla U OypIsiiel Maru4eckoi CUIoN OTHEHHBIX CTUXHY B 03€pe JIaBhl B KAUYeCTBe UCTOUHUKA
SHEPruu, 3TOT 0aphep MOKET IMIPOTUBOCTOSTh laXke aTakaM MacTepoB CBsiToro JJomeHa. Kak Th
OyMaellb, KaK TaKOi KPOIIeYHBI BOMH CEIbMOTO paHra, KakK Thl, CyMell BOUTU? — ITO... — MaH JIau
pactepsncsa. — Kak s cioga nonan? OTKyga, 4epT BO3bMHU, MHe 3HaTh?! OH IOMHUI TOJIBKO, YTO
KaKUM-TO 00pa30M CyMeJl IPOUTH Yyepe3 Oaphep, IPEBPATUBIIKCE B YeJIOBEeKa-IpakoHa...— Barm
CKPOMHBIH cynpyr* He 3HaeT! — mpoOypuain oH. — XwM! [T03BoJIb MHE paccka3aTh Tebe mpaBay! —
ctapuk AMoc ¢rIpKHYJ. — C Tex 1op KakK TBOM CTapuK IOTu0 B 3TOM MeCTe, OH BHIOpaJl eTo CBOUM
IIOCJIEIHUM IIPUCTaHUIIEeM. f He X0Tell, 4YTOOb MeHS KTO-TO OECIIOKOMJI, TI09TOMY YCTAHOBHUII
Maru4yeckuu 6apbep...— A motom? — MaH JIait MoprHya.— KaX[bii ycTaeT oT m060ro Mecra, eCiu
HAXOOUTCS TaM O4YeHb JOJro. M XxoTs oOpa3 MbIC/Iel CTapuKa yKe BBIIIES 3a Mpefie/ibl 00BIYHOTO
MUpa, Jaxe s He MOry ObITh 0CBOOOK[IEeH OT MomoOHBIX ycioBHOCTEM. [Toce 6onee wem 20 000 met, s
yCTajl HAXOOUThCS 3MeCh! — cTapuK AMOC THXO B3[IOXHYJ. — ¢ OBl XOTEJ BHIMTH ¥ IIOCMOTPETh Ha
mel3ax 3a okHOM. Ho, K coxanenuto, Konke, Younatoiiee Boros, Kpemko cBs3an0 MeHs 3[0eCh, Tak
YTO 5 HE MOT ITOKUHYTh 3TO MeCT0.— TakuM 006pa30M, s MOT JIMIIb BO3JIaraTh CBOM HaMleX[Ihl Ha
Yy2KaKOB ¥ HafesIThCs, YTO KTO-TO CMOXKeT 3a0paTh ¢ co60# 3T0 KOomb€e ¥ BEIBECTH MEHS U3 3TOT0
OPSAHHOTO MecTa! — IpoaoKui oH. — Ho 1 04eHb XOPOILIo 3Hal, YTO BHYTPEHHUE MEBICIIA Yel0oBeKa
TPyOHEe BCEro MpeacKa3aTh... — ITO MECTO COIePXKUT MOU OCTaHKH, 60TaTCTBO ¥ UMYIIECTBO BCEM
MOeH KU3HH, ¥ TaKoe HeCcpaBHEHHOe 00KeCTBEHHOE OpyXKue, KakK 3To Konbké. Ecu g BCTpedy Koro-
TO C JYPHBIMU HaMepeHUsiMHU, 51 OyAy B OMaCHOCTU! — cTapuk AMOC ycMexHyJcs. — Takum o6pa3oM,
s MoguGUIMPOBa Marudeckuii 6apbep, YTOOH ITO3BOJIUTEL TOIHBKO MOMM KPOBHEIM POJICTBEHHUKAM U
IIOTOMKaM HUXKe [IeBSATOr0 paHra IIPOMTH Yepe3 Hero U HauTu MeHs.— 2KaJjib, 4YTO 3a CTOJIbKO JIeT
Clofja IPUXOAWIN JUIIL Marndeckue 3Bepu. Y maxe Korga BpeMsi OT BpeMeHU MOSBIISINCD JIIOOU, HU
ONYH U3 HAX HE COOTBETCTBOBaI MouM Kputepusam. 3a 3tu 20 000 ¢ TUIIHUM JIET TEHL... TH

nepBbIii! MaH JIa1 OB OIIeIoOMIIeH. 9TO MECTO HaXOQUJIOCh B TNTyOrHe Jleca Maruueckux 3Bepeu, u
noOpaThcs ciofa OblIo HenmpocTo. KpoMe 3Bepel M TOPCTKY aBaHTIOPUCTOB, KOTOPHIE JIETKOMEICTIEHHO
OTHOCHITUCh K CBOEM JKM3HHU, KTO MOT IIPUHTH cioma? KpoMe Toro, maxe ecyiu Obl OHU MPHUIIUIH, OHU He
TOJIBKO JOJIXKHBI OBITTH OBITH €I0 MOTOMKAMH, HO ¥ UX 60eBhle CITIOCOOHOCTH He HOJIKHBI OBLIH
IIPEBOCXOMIUTH [IEBSITHIN PaHT. ITHU yCIIOBUS ObUIM CIUIIKOM TpeboBaTenbHbl! Halitu cebe ciyry
ciycts 20 000 et — 3TO TO, 4ero TH 3aCIyXKHuBaelllb, CTaprHa! X0Ts, eClnu MoAyMaTh, KOTfa 3TO 5
yCIIeJI CTaTh IIOTOMKOM 3TOT0 CTapUKAIIKKA? ITOTO He JOJIZKHO OBITh! ITO M3-3a POOOCIIOBHOM
OTHEHHHIX JPaKOHOB B MOEM TeNe? — MbICTIA M3H JI3s MpoHEeCIuCh MOTHUEHOCHO. PogocioBHas
OTHEHHBIX JPaKOHOB, KOTOPYIO S aCCUMUIIUPOBAJ, ApomnHynack ¢ Kopona bouios aToro roga —
Opena ®nuta. Mor 1 0H OBITH HACTOSIITUM IIOTOMKOM 3TOT'0 CTapHKa? ITO BechMa BepOsSTHO. I'as3a
MboH JIasg ykpagkoi Oeranu BieBo U BpaBo. OH BepuI, 4TO ero Joraaka 6u3Ka K UCTHHE, HO He
cobuparcs roBopuTh 06 3ToM cTapoMy AMocy. Pa3Be THl He CIIBIIIAT, YTO CKa3asl cTapuk? boraTcTBa
¥ COKPOBHIIIA BCEX €ro XKU3HU 3[eChb! A 3T0, 3Haellb i, 00TaTCTBa U COKPOBHUIIA MacTepa CBITOTO
IOomena! Xa! Ecnu s cmory mo6paTthest oo HuX... Xe-xe!— I'ocroput IIpe3umenT, s meCTBUTEIBHO
Balll IOTOMOK? — M3H JI3ii MOPTrHYJI U CIIPOCUJI C BEIpaXkKeHueM, IOJIHBIM "HefoBepus'. OH NOJIXKEH
ObLT IpUAyMaTh, KaK HaJlaiUTh OTHOIIEHUS CO CTAPUKOM, a ITOTOM... YHACJIeI0BaTh €Tr0 UMYIEeCTBO! —
Baprep popiocioBHOM HUKOTHA He ommbaeTcsi! — AMoc ycTaBuics Ha MaH JIas U cKasal C
BO3MyIeHreM: — Ho Thl 100 KOHYEHBIHN 3rouCT, MO0 pebeHoK. YTOOH Ha caMOM fieJie OCMETUThCS
0o0paTuTh CBOM B30P HA MOU OCTAHKHU U flaXKe 3aTalTh MBICIIH O ITPOHaxe MOEro ApaKOHbETo Sapa...



Pa3Be TH He OOUIILCS OBITH MMOPaXKEeHHKIM MoTHUeln?!*— Kxe-kxe! Bbl He MOKeTe BUHUTL MEHS 3a
910, rocnopguH [Ipe3upeHt! — MaH JIsu mokpacHesn. — Kaxpgas 4acTh Tela ApakKoHa — 3TO
COKpoBHUIle, TeM 00Jlee KOrma Mbl TOBOPHUM O KOJIOCCAIbHOM ApakoHe CBsiToro [JomeHa. Kak s mory
He TOoAaThCs UCKYyIIeHu0? — KpoMe TOro, 51 He 3HaJI, YTO BE MOM mpenoK. Ecnu Owl g 3HaT,
ocMmenuics OH 5 laXKe MUTATh TaKWe MBICIIH? YCIIBIIIAaB, YTO OH CKa3all, CTapruHa AMOC Clierka
cMaryuncsa.— KM3-3a Toro, 4YTo TH He 3HaJl, S TakK yXK u ObITh Te0s npoiy! Ho ecnu TH ele Korpa-
HUOYIb MOCMeeIlb BO3XKeNlaTh MOMX OCTAHKOB, Clieix, YTOOHI 51 He TTepeyioMall BCe TBOU YePTOBHI
Horu!— BoBce HeT, BoBce HeT! Kak Obl y MeHs XBaTUJIO0 MyXKeCTBa... Xe-xe! — MaHn JIaii
HEOMHOKPATHO YCIIOKauBas ero, Kak orpoMHoro cinabaka! — Xwm! [To KpailiHeil Mepe, Thl 3HAEIb, YTO
niist Tebs xopoiro! — cTapuk AMoc ciierka GBIPKHYJ ¥ MaxHyJ pykoit. OrpoMHas Tyina OrHeHHOTO
[IpakoHa OelCTBUTENBHO [IOAHANIACh B BO3AYX, a 3aTeM IIOTpy3uIach IPAMO B KUIIGIee ropsdee
03€epo NaBH. B MrHOBeHME OKa OHa MCYe3jia C BUOY. 3aTeM PsiOb Mpoliana, ¥ JIaBOBOE 03€P0
BEPHYJIOCH B COCTOSTHME CITOKOMCTBUS, KaK OYITO HUYEro U He MPOu30II0.— [I0OKOUTeCh C MUPOM,
MOH OCTaHKH! — cTapuK AMOC CMOTpEJ Ha IIOBEPXHOCTh 03epa, KOTopas Temepb CHOBa Oblia
CIIOKOMHOM, KaK B TYMaHe, ¥ ero rjla3a ObUIM [TOBOJIbHO HECUACTHHIMHU. JTO TEJI0 COIIPOBOXKIAJIO €TI0
BCIO [IOPOTY [I0 3TOTO MOMEHTA, HO Teleph, KOTMa OH ye3xaJ, 3To 010 Hen3bexkHo. OHO ucyesno!
Moé npakKoHbe PO, HPaKOHbS Yellys U ApaKoHbe OepbMO — BCé nponano! — cepane MaH JIag
00JIMBaJIOCh KPOBBIO, HO OH HUYET0 He MOT TofieNlaTh, KpoMe KakK 6ecrioMoIHo HabmonaTs. EMy maxe
IIPHUIITIOCH OMHOBPEMEHHO yTelllaTh CTapuKa:— ['ocriogus [Ipe3uneHT, He YHBIBaWTe. Bh BCE elne
CMOXKeTe BepHyThCA ciofga! — Ara! — cTapuk AMOC TUXOHBKO B3[OOXHYJI. Ero B3I CKOJIb3UJI 110
OKPECTHOCTSIM, KakK OyATO OH XOTeJI 3alledaTieTh UX B CBOEM cepalle. MTHOBeHME, U CTapuK AMOC
opocun:— Unem!— JlagHo! — MoaH JIsii KHBHYJ, HO, 00€PHYBIINCH K AMOCY, 3aMsJics.— Eciu Xo4elb
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, TOBOPH MPsIMO. Hedyero xMelkaTh, — CTapuK AMOC METHYJI Ha HEro CBUPEIbIi
B3rnsafg.— Kxe-kxe! I'ocnomus IIpe3upeHT, BH YTO, Tak MPOCTO yxoauTe? — MaH JI3H, OrgobIBasiCh,
IIPOM3HEC 3TO MHOTO3HAYUTeNNbHO. Ha nuile AMoca MenbKHYJa TeHb YIbI0KH.— A Kak xke eme? TBon
CTapUK OCTaJjicd OfuH. TOJIbKO 3Ta Oylla ¥ oCTajachk. ECIM TH HafleelIbCs MOJIYYUTh OT MEHS YTO-TO,
IpUgeTcs pa3odapoBaTh.— Pa3odapoBaTts? — M3H JIsi HaxMypuscs. — Pa3Be TH He CKa3all, 4YTO BCe
OoraTcTBa TBOEM KM3HU 37ech? Y BCE XKe TH Temepd "ofuH Ha cBeTe"?M3aH JIal 4yTh OBITIO HE
Pa3BEPHYJICS U He yIIesI, HO pa3Hulla B CUJle 3aCTaBujia ero CMUPUTHCSA.— O YeM Bbl TOBOPHUTE,
Tocriopus [Tpe3upent? A npocto HanmoMuun BaM! — Moas JIa# nogusn Konbe, Y6upatoiiee boros.
Kamennas nnatdopMa mom HUM MOAHSAIACH, M OH MEJIEHHO II0JIETeNl K Maru4eckoMy
6aprepy.Ilpoiinst ckBO3b Gaphep, OHKU OCTAHOBUIKCH. CTapuk AMOC 3acTaBuil MaH JIasi TpOU3HECTH
3aKJIMHAHKNE CTUXUM 3eMJIM U TIOXOPOHUTH Oaphep, YTOOLI HUKTO ero He Halllejl.— HaKoHeIl-To g
cBoOomeH! — AMoC mmapui Hajl BOOOM, B €ro Iria3ax, 00pallleHHBIX K Y4ePHOMY KaHbOHY, TOPETT OTOHb.
Bornee mBapaiaTy THICSAY JIET IION 3eMJIe — ¥ BOT OH, CBOOOAHEIN! M3aH JIsi mOHUMAJI ero BOJIHEHUE,
II03TOMY He cTani MemtaTh. OH BhITALIU Ha Oeper Tymy ObIKa-MUTOHA C KPOKOOUILEN CIIMHOM, HOCTal
KVHXKaJI, IPUIIpaBHl ¥ XKapoBHI. [locye OHA CKUTAHUY 10 JIeCYy U OOJITUX CTPafaHUU oA 3eMien
JKenynok ypuan, Tpebys enbl. Msico mope3aHo, OUuilleHo, 3aMapuHOBaHO. MaH JIai MeTHYT
OTHEHHBIU IIap, YTOOBI MOIXKAPUTh MsICO.— MaJIbllll, TH Blafeelrh Maruei u 3eM/Iu, U OTHSA?! —
ctapuk Amoc yousuincsa. — [1] [1] — TepmuH, ynoTpebiaseMslil 31eCch B IIyTKY, — 3TO oOpalleHune 0T
TPETHETO JIUIa, KOTOPOe KOPOJIEBCKKE CYIPYTH MCIONIb3YIOT 7 oOpaleHus K cefe, KOrga 0TBEYaioT
uMIlepaTopy. MHOTma OHM Tak ke TOBOPSAT 0 cebe B TpeTheM muile. [2] — OTHOCHUTCS K
pacnpocTpaHEeHHOMY Cpefil KATaMIeB BRICKA3bIBAHHIO O TOM, UTO JIIOAX OYAYT ITOpaKeHbl MOITHUEN
KakK ¢opMoy 60:KeCTBeHHOT0 HaKa3aHus, eCJIi OHU He OYAYT IOCIYIIHE CBOMM POOUTENSIM U
CTapIINM B CEMBE.
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