— BoxecTBeHHOE opyxkue? Heyxkenu 0HO TaKOe MOIIHOE? — BOCKIMKHYI MaH JIaH, ria3a ero
pacCLIMPUIUCE OT U3yMJIeHUsI.— MOIIHOe? — cTapruHa AMOC ClierKa HaXMYPUJICS, CIIOBHO Pa3MBbIIIIAS
HaJ IIPaBUJIbHOCTBIO CJI0Ba. — BOXKECTBEHHOE OpyXKHe — 3TO OpyXKue, HOCTynHoe nuinb boram. OHO
objlaflaeT HECPAaBHEHHOM CHJIOH, 602KEeCTBEHHOM MOIIbI0, KOTOPAs IIPOCTUPAETCS 0 CAMBIX He0ecC u
crioco0Ha YHUYTOXKUTL He60 u 3eMytio! — [0 caMol CMepTH 51 JOCTUT HEBEPOSTHHIX BHICOT B CBOEM
tenie OrHeHHOro [IpakoHa, Mos pu3ndecKas Cujla HU4eM He yCTymaja YuCTOKpoBHOMY Kopoiio
OrneHHBIX [IpakoHOB. 4 OBLI BCETO JIUIIH B IIare OT MPOPLIBA Ha CIIeAYIOMINY ypoBeHb! — MaH JIaii ¢
rOpeyYbio BCIIOMHUJI O CBOEM TParn4eckoM KoHie.— Ho Bce paBHO 1MOrud OT 3TOTO KOIbs, KOTOPOE
TIOSIBUJIOCh M3 HUOTKYyHA. [IpencTaBs cebe, HACKOIBKO OHO OCTPO! — cTaprHa AMOC TUXO B3[OXHYII, B
€ero ryia3ax oTpa3uiach 001b yTpaThl. — OHO yOuBaeT boros, cj1oBHO CKOT. [laxke Ha BceM HebecHoM
KoHnTuHeHTe TONIbKO 00KeCTBEHHOE 0pyKUe o0nafaeT TaKoil MOIIbi0. [I03TOMY g ¥ Ha3Bas ero
Konvem, YOuBatouum boroB.— 3Ha4uT, 3TO NEUCTBUTEIBLHO MOIIHAS MTyKa! — MaH JIai mornagumn
Yepuoe Kombé, B ero riasax BCIOBIXHYJIO BO30YKOEeHNE, HO TYT K€ CMEHMIIOCh OTHassHueM. — M 4To ¢
TOTO, YTO 3TO 60KEeCTBEHHOe Opyxkue? ¢ Bce paBHO He MOT'y UM I0JIb30BaThCs! CTapuHa AMoC
TIOTJIa[IATI CBOIO cexyto Oopony u yineiOHYyCcsS.— Opyxue boros o6mafaeT pa3yMoM, Thl HE CMOXKeIllb
UM BJIafieTh, I0Ka OHO He IIPU3HAaeT TBOoU crocobHocTu. [TonpoOyii KamHyTh Ha HET0 KaIljlio KPOBU U
IIOCMOTPH Ha ero peakiuio.— KamHyTb KPOBb, YTOOH 3aBUTh CBOM IIpaBa Ha COOCTBEHHOCTL? — MaH
JIsii ¢ HegoBepueM MOCMOTPEN Ha CTaphKa. — JTa Belllb He NOIKHAa HUKOMY IIpUHaiexkaTh, BEPHO?
YT0, ecnu y HETO yKe eCTh X034UH? 4 He X049y yMUpaTh B paciseTe cuil!— HeT, 310 He Tak! —
Crapuna AMoc ¢ yneI0KOM TOKa4as ronoBoi. — Ecnu Ovl y Hero OBUT X035IMH, OHO He J1e3Kasio Obl
3geck 20 000 meT. 4 mpepmosnarap, 9YTo ero Biagesell au0o morud, 1ubo MPoCTo BEIOPOCUIT 3TO
Komb€e. YTo OBl HU OBIIO, TH MOXKeIlb Monmpo0oBaTh! [laxke ecyiy THl He CMOXKEIlb CeIaTh 70 CBOUM,
HUKaKWX HeraTUBHBIX IIOCTENCTBUY He Oynet!— Heyxkenu 3To mpaBma? — MaH JIait Bce elre
COMHEBAJICSI, He 10 KOHIIa Bepsi CJIoBaM cTapuka. Ho 60:KecTBeHHOe OpyxKue OBITI0 CITUIIKOM
c06Ia3HUTEILHEIM, €T0 CHJIa MaHuJIa.— ECIK g yMpy... caMoe Xy/lIee, YT0 MOXKEeT CIYYUThCST — S
IIPOCTO IOTEPSIO CBOIO XKU3Hb. HO ecnu s BEIKUBY, TO 00peTy BeuHylo ciaBy! KTo He pucKyeT, TOT He
nbeT mamiaHckoe! f choemnaio Bce Bo3MoxkHOe!MaH JIa#i CTUCHY 3yObl ¥ BEIAABUIT KAIIJTIO
KpoBu.«b3333!»KpoBb ynasna Ha moBepxHOCTh YepHoro Komnbs u BIuTanack B Hero, Kak ryoka. B Tor
ke Mur YepHoe Komb€é 3aapozKano, CIOBHO OT MOIIHOTO 3eMJIeTPsiCeHU . « TpPeck,
Tpeck!»OcnenuTenbHb PUONIETOBLIM 3IEKTPUYECKUM TOK BEIPBAJICA M3 KOIbA M METHYJICS K M3H
JIs10. OH He ycIen YKJIOHUTHCS, KaK MYPIYPHBINA 3JIEKTPUYECKUU TOK IOTJIOTUII €T0 LIeTUKOM. < Tpeck,
Tpeck!»Bonockl MaH JIas1 MTHOBEHHO BCTaIM [AIOOM, CIIOBHO OT yiapa MOIHUY, U II0 €T0 Tely
npo0eKaju Cylopory, Kak O6y[TO OH MPOTJIOTUI IATh KUJIOIPaMMOB TablIeTOK 9KCTa3u.— ITO...
[ToyeMy 3TO MPOUCXOOUT?! — JIUIIO0 CTap¥Ka MCKA3UIO0Ch OT y&Kaca. — ¢ sICHO IT0YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO
IOyXOBHas MeTKa, KOTOPYIO HaJl0XKuUJI IPOLUILIY Biagesel Kombs, paccesnacek 14 000 et Hazan. 310
3HAYUT, YTO KOIIbE yKe NaBHO CTasio apTedakToMm 0e3 BlafieNblia, Tak IOUEMYy Ke 9TO IIPOUCXOTUT?!
Xo3siuH opyxusi boros onpenenenHo 6b1 boroM!B 9T0M He GbIJI0 HUKAKUX COMHEHU#H!YTO-TO, 4TO
npuHapexano boxecTsy...Kak MOr IpocToii CMEPTHBIM. .. laXKe ITOCMETh KennaTh ero?Ecnu Obl
cTapuHa AMOC He ITI0YYBCTBOBaJI, UTO AyX0BHas MeTKa B Kombe, YOuBatommem Boros, yxke faBHO
paccesinach, OH OBl HU 3a UTO He I03BONMUA MaH JI310 IHITAaThCSI MOTUYUHUTDL cebe 3To opyxue.Ecnu
OBl ero X03SMH CIy4YailHOo y3Has 06 3TOM, IIocTpaman 6bl He TOJIbKO MaH JIa, HO 1 oH caM. CTapuk
y2Ke yMep OfHaX[Ibl M He X0TeJl yMUPaTh BO BTOPoU pa3.lloaToMy Takoii CUTyalluu cTapruHa AMOC
HUKaK He oxupasn. OH He 3Has, OBIJIO JIX 9TO YeM-TO, Yepe3 YTO HyKHO IIPOUTU BO BpeMs Ipoliecca
IpedbsBlIeHUs IpaB Ha BrnageHue KonbeM, unu Mo JIsi BeI3Bal KakKoe-TO orpaHudeHue B Kombe, u
€My IIPOCTO He 10Be3710...CTapuK HUYEro 3TOr0 He 3HaJl, I03TOMY eAUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT cerdac
coenath, — 9T0 MonuThcsa!— O [IpakoHuii bor, moxanyiicta, IpucMOTpu 3a HUM!«Tpeck,
TpecK»[IypnypHBIY 37IEKTPUUECKUI TOK BCe ellle xJiecTas 1o MaH JIsio, oH 6e3 0CTaHOBKU Jepracs.
EpuHCTBEHHOE, 9YTO HEMHOTO YCIIOKOHMJIO CTapyuKa, TaK 3TO TO, UTO XKM3HEeHHasd cuila MaH JIas Bce
ete Oplna o4eHb cunbHa...— O [Ipakonuit bor, moxamyiicTa, IPUCMOTPH 3a HUM!— ITOT peOeHOK —
MOU IIOTOMOK, IT0XKaJy!uCTa, He Jau eMy yMepeTsh...Ka3anocs, 4To [Ipakonuy bor ycibiian MOJTUTBEL
CTapuKa. BpeMms 11510 MeJIeHHO, ¥ MMyPIYyPHBIA 31eKTPUUYECKUM TOK, BRIPEIBABIINNUCS U3 YepHOTO



Komnnsi, HakoHen ocnab.llocTeneHHo, KaK 1aCTO4YKa, BO3BPAIIAIOIIAsACcs B CBOe THE3M0, TyPIyPHBIN
37IeKTPUYECKU TOK, oOBoIakuBaommit Mau JIas, cxancs obpatHo B YepHoe Konbe. Cria3mbl u
KOHBYJIbCUM TOXKe NpeKpaTuiauch.«OTpeikKa»Korma MaH JIau peITHYII, U3 €r0 pTa BEIpBajach
CTpyHMKa 4epHOro gbiMa. YeCTHO rOBOPS, OH BHITJISIZEN OUYeHb IevanbHO. Kaxpaas npsigb ero BOIoc
cTosiNia IbI00M, 1 OH OBLI BeCch 00yTIIeH, KaK uepHas Bepcusi Heuxka, IUTS eMoHA.— Marbllll, KaK Thl
ce0s 9yBCTBYyeIIb? — BCTPEBOKEHHO CIIPOCUII cTapuHa AMoc.MaH JI3ii TOBEPHYJICSA U TIOCMOTPET Ha
Hero. [T0CKOJIbKY ero TeJo Bce ellle ObLJI0 OHEMEBIINM, €T0 IBUKEHUS Ka3aauch 04eHb
MexaHn4YecKuMu. OH YXMBUTBHYJCS, 00HAXKUB IIOJTHBIN POT XKeMUyKHO-0embx 3y00B:— [Toxoxke,
4TO... MHe 3T0 ymanock!— IToxoxke? Yganock? — cTtapuk Obl1 olnesioMyieH. — Tak y Te6s MOny4unoch
uny HeT?MoaH JIai He oTBeTU. BMecTo 3T0r0 0H mocMoTpen Ha YepHoe Kombe u ciierka 3alienui ero
nasblieM. 3aTeM IIPOU30IITI0 HEeYTO CTPaHHOe...YepHOe KOLE, KOTOpoe MaH JI3i He CMOT COABUHYTh
naxe Ha MUIITEMETD... OH ero nepemectui! Kombe BHIJIE3/10 U3 TOJIOBE APAKOHbEH TYIIH, TIOTHSIOCH
B BO3YX U IOAJIeTesIo IpsaMo K MaH JIsto.— Brepen! — korga MsH JIsii no4yBCTBOBA
TAauHCTBEHHYIO CBSI3b MeXky HUM U UepHbIM KonbeM, OH yKa3asl B BO3OyX U 0THas npuka3s.«Il-m-
m!»B ToT 2Ke Mur YepHoe Komb€ mpeBpaTUioCh B MyPIyPHYIO MOTHUIO U MTHOBEHHO YCTPEMHUIIOCH K
KaMeHHO# cTeHe. C XpyCTAIIMM U TPOMKUM TPECKOM B CTEHE TYT 3Ke 00pa30Bajiach blpa, KOTOPYIO
He MOTJIa PacTONHUTh Jaxke Kumdias jiaBa, 1 Konbe rioy0oko BoH3UIOCH B Hee.— Ko MHe! — MaH JIan
MaxHyJ pyKoii, u YepHoe Komnb€e cHOBa moneTesno Ha3an. OHO 0CTaBaI0Ch TUXUM U HETIOABUIKHEIM,
KOrfa IUIBLIO0 epen MaH JIseM, HeBepOsTHO MOCIyIIHOe...— boxXecTBeHHOe opyxkue! BoT 4To Takoe
60KecTBeHHOe OpyXkue! — ria3a cTapuka SIpKO 3arOpejiuch, ¥ OH pa3pas3usicst 6e33a00THEIM CMEXOM.
— TBo¥M cTapuK BHIKOBaJ OeCUKCIIEHHOE KOTUYECTBO OPYKUS U KOTHA-TO OBLI U3BECTEH KaK
BeIMYalIINg MacTep 0 O4YUCTKe apTedaKToB uMiepun. MaH JIsH, efBa JOCTUTIINY ABaALaTUIETHSI,
ckuMaJ B pykax UepHoe Kombe, ero manabiisl CKOIB3UIIU II0 XOJIOMHOM, TJIafKOM ITI0BEPXHOCTH, CJIOBHO
TI0 TeJy J0OUMOM XKEeHITUHB. — JTO, KOHEYHO, COOTBETCTBYET JIUIIh ABYM CJI0BaM: boXeCcTBeHHOe
Opyxkue! — mpoiienTan OH, BOCXUIEHUE 3By4aso B €ro rojgoce.— Benukoe COKpoBulle! — crapuk
AmMoc, ero HaCTaBHUK, KUBHYJI, IIOTJIaXK1Basi CBOIO cemyio 6opony. — Opyxkue CTUXUHU I'POMa,
ueasbHO IOOXOMsIIee TBOUM MarundeckuM crnocobHocTaM. Kakas ymaya!MoaH JIaii, He CKphIBas
pagocTy, BOUTHIBAJ Cl0Ba cTapuka. OH Bcerfja Me4Tall 0 TaKOM OPYXKHH, a Tellepb OHO OBIIIO B €T0
pykax! Konké MonHUY — caMoe MOIIHOe 3aKIHaHue CTUXUYU I'POMa, CIIOCOOHOe OMHUM YOapoM
cpa3uTh moboro Bpara. — ECTh MHOXKECTBO BEJIMKUX CYIIECTB, KOTOPHIE M MEYTATh HE CMEJIA 0 TaKOM
nogapke CynobOBl, — AMOC YCMEeXHYJICS. — A ThI, B CBOM [IBafIaTh JIET, IIOIY4YUI ero 6e3 Mayenero
TpynZa. Ho momuu, M3H JI3i, HCIIONTH30BaTh €r0 HYKHO C YMOM, HE CTOUT CBETUTH UM Iepe[ KaKIbIM
BCTpeUHBIM. — Wfies B ToM, 4TOOH He MTOKa3bIBaTh CBOE OOTaTCTBO... — M3H JI3l KMBHYJI, TPOOIKas
nackaTh Konb€e. — { moHmMa0.— Pafi, 4TO THI 9TO TOHMMaellb, — CTaPUK YAOBIETBOPEHHO KUBHYII,
HO er0 BbIpaKeHUe JIulla MTHOBEHHO IIOTEMHEIO0, Koraa MaH JIai, 3aAyMaBLUIUCh BCIIyX, IIPOU3HEC: —
HuTepecHo, ciocobHo nmu Konbe, YOuBatiee Boros, pa3opBaTh Ha YaCTH 3Ty APAKOHBIO TYIIY? —
Xe-xXe, 9T0 XKe KoJioccanbHada Tyiia [IpakoHa Ceatoro [Jomena! — MaH JIsi npopoixai, He 3aMedas
THeBa, KOTOPHIM 3aKUIIaeT B Ijla3aX CTapuka. — Eciu s CMOTY BBIJOJIOUTE €T0 IPaKOHbE SAPO, 5
oTIpefieIeHHO CMOTY IIPOAAaTh eT0 3a CyMacUIefIIyio CyMMy fneHer!BeHbl Ha 10y AMoca B3[YIHCE,
JIUI0 eT0 CTaJI0 MpPayHbIM, KaK IHO 00YTJIEHHOT0 rOpIIKa. — AX Thl, Y4€PTOBO OTPOLbe! — PSIBKHYII OH,
C TPYOOM cHOepxkuBas sipocTh.CTapUK, BpYYUBIINUY €My MOTYIIeCTBEHHOE OPYXKUe, C YKacoM
Ha0Iomas, Kak IoHbM MaH JI3i, BMeCTO TOro 4ToObl KCII0JIb30BATh €TI0 [JIS 3aIIUTH ¥ 6J1arOPOQHBIX
fesl, 3afyMasl UCIIOIb30BaTh €ro AJIsi TEMHBIX, KOPBICTHBIX LIeJIeH.
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