Bcé Temo Ma# JIast moKphlla Mep3Kasi, JKUpHast CIu3b. YKac, CKOBABIIMY €r0, U 3JI0BOHUE,
yIapuBIlee B HOC, 3aCTaBUIU €T0 BEIOIeBATh HeMAaBHUM YKUH., — MeHs, — IIPOXPHUIIEN OH, —
mencTBUTENbHO mpornoTuiu! Yept mobepu! Bombliyio 4acTh MyTH S OBII OCTOPOXKEH, HO B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB TI0TePsisl OmuTenbHOCTh! CTHIM KET ero u3HyTpu. C Tex 1mop Kak oH cTynun B Jlec
Maruueckux 3Bepeli, MaH JIai cTan HeoObYaliHO 0cTOpPoxkeH. OH U MoAyMaTh He MOT, YTO IOTafeT B
TaKyio JIOBYLIKY. — EC/iu Ipa3gHOBaTh CIUIIKOM PaHO, — MPOOOPMOTaJl OH, — BCE UOET
HanepeKkocsik! Ho ceiyac camoe riaBHOE — BHIOPATHCS U3 3TOTO MPOKISTOTO MEeCTa. JTa BOHb
yb6uBaeT MeHst! MaH JIa# pelus MpUMeHUTb CBOIO POOOCIIOBHY0. BYUIYOMINN OTOHL OXBATHII €T0
TeJI0, PYKU CTalli AJIMHHEE U TOJIIIe, HOI'TH IIPeBPaTUIUCh B OCTPHIe KOrTA. OH IIpeBpaTUiCs B
OTHeHHOTO fieMoHa! — ['opu! — mpopsrdan oH. [IamMs B3METHYIOCh, 00KUTast U3HYTPU. YEpHad
¢urypa, mIoYyBCTBOBaB HECTEPNUMYIO O0/Ib, 3aBONMIA X Hayajla METaThCsl B HEMCTOBOM arOHUM. —
On! — kpukuyn MaH JIa#, — 310 Tebe 3a TO, UTO mpornoTuna MeHs! OH omuryuian eé€ 601b U
YYBCTBOBAJ, KaK THEB B ero cepare yruxaeT. OH pa3kKer B e€ yTpoOe OrpOMHEIM OrOHb — HaBEPHOE,
Temeph y He€ cunbHas u3xkora! Ho 9To Obln elé He KoHell. MaH JI3i UCIOIb30Bajl CBOM KOT'TH, YTOORI
pa3opBaTh BHYTPEHHUE OPraHbl YEpHOU GUTYPHI, coBHO Llaps O6Ge3bsH, CEIONMIKM XaoC B KUBOTE
[Tpunnecch XKene3nwx Beepos. — My-y-y! — 3apeBena yépHas ¢purypa, Kak Koposa. E€ OIuHHBIN
XBOCT XJIeCTaJI II0 Bofie, Korfa OHa OellleHO MeTasack o npyny. Eif Oxi710 HeBRIHOCKMO 60/1bHO. Boga
B3[bIMasiach BOJTHAMU, IOOHUMAJICS TyMaH, OCHIIanuch ckanbl! CKBO3b Oemyio MmejieHy MporsabiBaIo
TEJI0 YEPHOU QUTYPEI, BpeMSs OT BpeMeHU 00HaxkKasiCh. ITO ObIT U3YMPYOHO-3€JIEHEIN ITUTOH C OBIYbEN
TOJIOBOM, pOraMy ¥ KPOKOOUIIBMMU KOTTIMU. Marndeckuil 3Bepb CEObMOT0 Kilacca — BeIK-ITUTOH ¢
Kpokopunbe#t CimHoit! Bygyuu MOryiecTBeHHBIM BOJIIIIEOHBEIM 3BEpeM CEIbMOTO Kilacca, OBIK-ITUTOH
C KPOKOJUJIbEN CIIMHOM KOHTPOJIMPOBAJ BCE B pafiyCe CTa MUJIb. ITOT KaHLOH U NPYT OBITA ONHUM
13 ero xunuil. He MHOTHe MarndecKrue 3Bepu OCMeIHMBaIuCh BTOPTraThCs Cciofa! BEIK-TTUTOH C
KPOKOAUIbEN CIIMHOM YK€ HECKOJIbKO JHEH CIlaa Ha AHe o3epa. Ho B TOT MOMEHT, Korja OH
cobGupascs OTIPaBUTHCS Ha OXOTY, OH Hamién Mau JIas. He pa3myMbIBasi, OH IPOTJIOTHII €TI0 OMHUM
YKyCOM, 9KOHOMSI CuJbl. HO HEOXKHIOAHHO 3TO CTAJjI0 HayasioM KolMmapa...Ero xkenymok Obi
OIIYCTOLIEH IJlaMeHeM, B TO BpeMs KaK OCTPHIM KJIMHOK pa3pe3all ero BHyTpeHHocTu! CTpagaHus,
KOTOPHIE OH MCIBITHIBAJI, OBUIM CPAaBHUMEI C AECATHIO BEIMKMMHU MTHITKAaMHA MaHbYKYPOB ¥ OUHACTUYN
HuH! BHK-TUTOH C KPOKOOUILEH CIIMHOM ObLT B oTHassHUM! Ero KpUKM MIPOmOIKaIUCh TOOPHIX
YeTBEPTh Yaca, Ipexke yeM 00JIb IOCTEIIeHHO MpeKpaTuiachk. HakoHel, 0H yMep, OTMYUHBIIKCh
OKOHYaTeNnbHO. — IuH! — pasmasics rojioc B rojoBe MaH JIasg, — YOUT omuH OBIK-TIUTOH C
Kpokopunben cnuHou. [Tomyderno 220 000 3o0moTeix MoHET! — 220 000 30710THIX MOHET? — M3H JIau
He MOT II0BEPUTh CBOUM yIlIaM, — JTO MarundeCcKuu 3Bephb ceabMoro Knacca? OH pa3pesas CIUHY
IIMTOHA ¥ BHITION3 U3 Tpyna. MaH JIaii 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0st MUIIKUM U BOHIOYHM, €TI0 UyTh HE BHIPBAJIO OT
oTBpawenus. — Oyyy! — npoctoHasn od, — OH Takoy Mep3kuu! MaH JIai goctan u3
IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOT0 KOJIblla MBIJIO U Tejib Ojid gyiua. [Iocnie Toro, Kak OH YCEPIHO MBIJICS LIeJIble 1071
Yaca, 3JI0BOHHE UCcYe3j10. — YTo 3T0 3a 4epToBIuHA? — MaH JIaii OB OIIeIOMIeH. — ITO
MarudeckKuil 3Bepb CeibMOro Kjacca, ¥ ero Marudeckoe sapo ObI0 OueHb IeHHBIM. YTO XK, ero Hafio
3abpatb. Kak TonbKo OH mogyMain 06 aToM, Mas JIsit 06epHysica u orngpencs. OH He BUeI HUKAKUX
CefioB OBIYBET0 MUTOHA C KPOKOAUIber ciuHoM. OH Ioarasi, 4To OH, JOJIXKHO OBITh, yIall Ha OHO
npyna. — [ToiimeM mocMOTpuM, — CKa3asl OH cefe. Ha gHe mpyma cTosiyia KpoMeIlTHasi ThMa, ¥ HUKTO
OBl He YBU[IEN JaXke CBOMX IManblieB. OmHaKO 3T0 He 6ecrmokouo MaH JIasi. OH HEIPHYIT Ha IHO Ipyaa
u npuMeHun 3emnerpsicenue! [Ipoxs MATKO mpobezkaa Bliepel, ¥ OH MOIy4Yus nHdopmalnio 060
BceM B paauyce 200 MeTpoB. MaH JIaii IeTKO HAIIEN TPYI OBIKA-MUTOHA C KPOKOAUIBEN CIIMHOM.
OpHako OH He ABUHYJCA ¢ MecTa. OH yCTaBUJICS Ha JHO 03€pa, ¥ CTPaHHOE BEIpaXKeHue
IIPOMEJIbKHYJIO Ha ero nuile. — BHU3Y, Ha gHE 03epa... MyCTo? — IIenHyI oH cebe. duika
3eMeTpsSICeHNs 3aK/Io4anach B TOM, YTO OHO MOTJI0 OOHapyKUBaTh OOBEKTH HE TOJILKO Ha 3eMIle,
HO ¥ Ha PaCCTOSTHUY OJHOTO-ABYX METPOB IOJ 3eMield. TOTYKM, KOTOPBIE OH OINyIall, UCXOOUIN He
OT KyCKa 3eMJi. MaH JIsii cienan youBUTeNIbHOE OTKPHITHE. Ha riy6rHe 0gHOTO MeTpa Iof JHOM
npyzna He ObLJIO HU 3eMJIM, HA KaKOT0-Tu00 reonorudeckoro o6pasopanusi. CKopee, 3T0 ObIIL... IyCTOU
BakyyM! — Ilycto? — npomenTtan oH, — Kak Tam MoxeT OvbITh ImycTo! CTpanuo! MaH JIsi CHOBa



HCII0JIb30Ban 3eMieTpsiceHue. Ha 3ToT pa3 He [ TOro, 4To0kl 0OHAPYKUTH YTO-TO, a... YTOOBI
KomaTh! I'psizeBBle OTIOXKEHHUS Ha JHE IPyaa MeIIeHHO PacCXOOuIuch Psiorio. Yepes HEKOTOpoe
BpEeMsI ITOSIBUIACh ObIpa JUAMETPOM B [IBa MeTpa ¥ ryO6uHOM B omuH MeTp. CornacHo
IpeanoioxeHuio MaH JIas, ecrid OHO Mpyaa AeNCTBUTEIbHO OBITIO MYCTHIM, TO BOJla XJIHIHET B
"BaKyyM" IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK OH BhIKomnaeT siMy. Ho oH omubancs! ITocne Toro, Kak oTBepcTHe OBIIO
CO37aHo, BOfla He BHITEKNA TyfAa. Kak OyaTo [BIPH BoOOIle He CylecTBOBaio. HampoTus, u3 Hee
BHIPBAJICA OcJlenuTenbHblM KpacHuii JIyy, ocnenusmmy rina3a MaH JIas! IlocTeneHHO IpUBHIKas K
KpacHOMY cBeTy, MaH JIait cMoTpen Ha Abpy. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ 00KUTAIOIINH Kap Ha CBOEM JIHIIE,
KOTOPHIM 3aCTaBJISA/I €r0 OIIyIIaTh ce0s Tak, Kak OyAaTo OBl OH HAXOMUIICS B By/lKaHe. TOYHO, 3TO OB
KpaTep By/nKaHa! B KoHIle KOHIIOB OH 00HApYyKuJI BHU3Y KPAacHBIM MUpP. BOKpyr OblIM KpacHbe
KaMeHHBIe CTEHH, a TI0J HUMU — KpacHad naBa. «bymp-0ynb» ['opsiuas naBa Oblsla M0oX0XKa Ha
KUIISIIYIO0 BOOY C MY3HIPSAIIUMCS YEPHBIM JHIMOM, IIOCTOSTHHO MCITYCKAIOIIUM Y2KaCalolue BOJIHBI
TElJa U Pe3Kui cepHbll 3anax. — [lox 3emel... naBa? He moxkeT 6biTh! — M3aH JIait ObIn
olLIENTIOMJIEH. — JTOT IPYA HE TaKoM YK 6osbiroi. OH He MOXKeT ObITh Tak I'TyO0KO, YTO [IOCTAET M0
naBbl! ENWHCTBEHHBIM BapyaHT... ITO KpaTep OEXUCTBYIOLIEro ByJlkaHa! BoT moueMy Ha Takou
rnyOuHe ecTh naBa! — nmpo6opMoTal OH. YBUEB ITOI3€MHYIO JIaBy ¥ ITOUYBCTBOBAB UCXOMSIIHNM OT
Hee kap, MaH JIai He 3Has, I04YeMy OH TaK HEPBHUYAET, a B Ceplle y Hero 3yguT...EMy 3axoTenoch
IPLITHYTH B TOPSYYIO JIaBy U MIPUHATL BaHHY! — MoOXKeT OBITh, 9TO U3-3a POOOCIOBHOM OTHEHHOTO
IpakOHa B MOEM Tejle? — TUXO0 IpeAnonoxkuil MasH JIsii, IpoCyHyB roioBy B Ablpy. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI,
YTO B 9TOM KpaTepe eCTh YTO-TO CTPAHHOE, TaK KakK BOfa HaJl HUM He CTeKaJla BHU3. ITO OBIIO
HeNmoru4yHo! — YTo 3T0? — M3H JIa#t CUIBHO OpOKaJ, BIISALBasACE B 1aBy. OH OB IOTPSCEH U
HalnyraH, Kak OyATo yBupen npusupenue. — [Ipakon? OrHeHHBIN [IpakoH? 9T0o OrHEHHBIN [JpakoH?!
— MboH JIait HemMHoOro ucnyrancs. OH yBUAE OCTPOB IIOCPEAU OTPOMHOT0 KHUIISIIEro 03epa jaBhl. Ha
HeM JiexaJl TUTAaHTCKUH 3Bepb mInHOoU 6otee 50 MeTpoB. Bcé ero Teno OBIIO MOKPHITO OTHEHHO-
KPaCHOM HeMpOHUIlaeMoi uerryiyaTor OpoHed. [IBa IpakKOHbUX POTa MOTHSIIKCH BEICOKO BBEPX,
CJIOBHO ITIBITASICh TPOH3UTH HEO0. KPEIbs, Togo0HbEIe KPHUIbSIM JIETY4Yel MBIIIN, PACIPOCTEPTHIE Hafl
OCTPOBOM, Ka3a/IMCh TUTAHTCKAM YEPHBIM ITOJIOTHOM. TOJICTBIM XBOCT, yTHIKAHHBIN IIUIIAMH,
norpyxarcs B Oymryiomniyio naBy. OT 4ygoBHIlla KCXOAKIIa HEMCTOBAs aypa, OaBsiias faxke Ha
pacctossHuu. MaH JI9ii, 3aCTHIB B HEMOM y2Kace, YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK Mypallku OeryT 1mo Kkoxe.— 3T0
OTHEHHBIM OpPaKOH! — BBIJOXHYJI OH, HE BEpPS CBOMM Trj1a3aM. — boiee TOro, — mpoiienTan KTO-TO
PsSIOOM, — 3TO OTHEHHBIY ApakoH CeAToro JJomeHa!— Iloyemy OH... yMep 3mech? — MaH JIau efnBa
MOT BHITOBOPUTH 3TH CJI0Ba. [JpaKOHHEI — MOBeNUTeNN HeOa, BeplInHa HeOeCHOTO MUpPA, a IPaKOHEI
Casaroro JJomeHa... Te ¥ BoBce ObLIM ereHaoii. Kak Takoe MOTyIiecTBEHHOE CYIIECTBO MOTJIO
morubHyTh? B ero ronoBy OBITI0O BOTKHYTO Y€PHOE KOIIhe, CIOBHO I'BO3[b, IIPUTBO3UB €T0 K 3eMIIE.
Heyxenu gaxe Takasi cuja He CMOrJIa IIPOTUBOCTOSATh CMEPTU?
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