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[IpuMepHO B COTHE METPOB, CKPIOYHUBIIINCH, JIeXKaJlo OTPOMHOE CyIecTBO. Kak Ha3Banu ero Peruc u
Teopuin, - [IpakoH.

I paKkoHHI, - CyIIeCcTBa, CO3MaHHEIE JTIOABMHU, IT0 KIHYKe ATXUMUKY. PaHee OHU OBITH TEMHU, KOTO
60s1THCh, YBaXKajIu, HO IIOCTEIIEHHO, KOTIa BO BIACTh NpUIIEN Puon ®oH IBepuK, ATXUMUKY CTAJIH
YaCThI0 00IIeCTBA ¥ HAYaJlK CITYXKUTh JIIOMSIM, CO3[IaBasi Pa3/IMYHBEIX MOHCTPOB-TIOMOIIHUKOB,
baMuIBSIPOB, U TakK manee. YToOB CO3maTh OOHO MONOOHOE CYIIECTBO, HY2KHO OTPOMHOE KOJTUYECTBO
KaK 9HEepruH, Tak ¥ KepTB. PaHee mpenonarasock, 9To [IpakoHb, HU3IIKE CYIecTBa, 00/Iafaionue
XOTb ¥ OOJIBIION CUJIOHN, HO O0e3 HHTEeJIJIeKTa.

Ho, KaK BIOCHEeOCTBUH 0Ka3a/lI0Ch, 3TO COBEPIIIEHHO HEBEPHEBIM BEIBOM. [IpAaKOHEI, - HEBEPOSTHO
YMHBIE, XUTPHIE, CUTIbHEIE, 0OphIe, 37Ible, JKEeCTOKNME, HEHaBUAIINE KeCTOKOCTh, - CyllecTBa. [a, BO
BCEM 4TO OBIIIO TTIEPEYHCIIEHO MHOTO TPOTUBOPEYMH, HO TaKOBa MX CYLTHOCTh. A UMEHHO, -
IPOTUBOPEeYne, Kak cebe, Tak U OPYT OPYTY.

B JaHHOM BpeMeHH B KHUBBIX OCTAJICS JIKIIb ONUH €UHCTBEHHEINA [IPaKOH, KOTOPOTrO PaHbIle 3HAIN U
noyuTanu MHOTHE. Ho mociie cMepTu ProHa, OH OTIPABUIICS B Hal€K0e MeCTO, KOTOPOe MM03XKe
okpecTunu «TéMHas 3eMyis», ¥ €T B cnsg4uky. C TOr0 CaMOT0 [HS, IPOIII0 O0jiee THICSIYH, a MOXKET U
6ornbime et. HUKTO fake He 3HAeT CKOJIBKO JKe JIET IIPOIIJIO C TeX CaMbIX IOp, U faxke caM [[pakoH.

B Tyxe cekyHOy, Kak AKa yBUfeJa 3TO CYIIEeCTBO, €€ HOTH 3a[p0oxKa/l C TaKOM CUJIOH, YTO Ka3aloCh,
OHU BOT-BOT IIEPEJIOMSITCS, CJIOBHO COJIOMUHKY. E€ ManieHbKO€ TeJI0 ApoXKaJo Kak JIeecToK B 6ypio,
a ryasa Oeranu Tyma-Ciofa B IIOMCKaX XOTh KAKOT0-TO MeCTa, fa0sl cipaTaThes. 2Kenanue moGeICTPee
yMepeTh He [1aBasio e mokosi. OHo 6yKBaIbHO 3aXJIECTHYJIO €€ CBEPXY-TOHU3Y.

Y aTo OBITIO BIIOJIHE TTOHSTHO. Benpb cuta YépHoro [IpakoHa, - ctpax! OH UCIONb3yeT U HarOHSEeT ero
caM TOTO He ITIOHUMas.

- Tak BOT OT KOT'0 9Ta CKBEpHA ¥ MCXOMKIIa, - HAKOHEI, CITyCTS [I0JIT0€ BpeMsl TUIIKMHBI, OOUH U3
CIYTHHUKOB AKM 3aTroBOpuI. Ta, yIUBIEHHO IIOCMOTPEIa Ha HETo, 605ICh JaxKe IIEeBEJIbHYThCS.

- X-MM, - HaxMmypuJicsa Teopul. - LCHO... - CJIOBHO [I0 YEero-TO fOTafaBIINCh, OH HECKOJIBKO pa3
KMBHYJI, & 3aTeM 3alllarajl BIIepEf, IPSIMO K OTPOMHOM TYIIIH.

Peruc, He cTaB TOMHUTH TOIIEN 3a HUM, U AKa, He BUMS OPYTroro BEIXOfa II0CJiefioBajia 3a 3TUMU
nByMs. Ho B OTIMYMU OT CIIyTHUKOB, KOTOPHIE BHITTIAEIHN OX KaK CIIOKOMHO, OHa TPYCHUJIACh U
6osiach, M3-3a YEro JaxKke Ha €€ ria3ax MMOoSBUINCH CTIE3bL. Buas eé Takyioo, MOXKHO II0KA3aThCs, YTO
elllé YyTh-4yTh U OHa ITOCefeeT.

C KaxXOhIM IIaroM, Tpoe «JIIOIEeH» MOTJIA BCE JIy4lie 1 JIy4Ille pa3riisageThb ,[[paKOHa. U BoT, KOTTIa OHU
YZKe IMPaKTUu4eCKn I[OGp&JTI/ICB 00 HETO, TOT IMEBEJIbHYIICS. AXa HEeBOJIFHO OCTAHOBMJIACh M CBOUMU
NCIIYTaHHBEIMHU T'JIa3aMHU YCTAaBUJIACh HAaBEPX, Ha IMMOOHUMAIOIETrocd HpaKOHa.

Kazanocs, uto YépHslH [IpakoH nepern Hel JOCTaTOUHO TOIINI, HO 3TO ObIJIO He TaK, OH OB CKOpee -
JKUJIUCTBIM, HO YK TOYHO He TOIIKM. Y Hero Oblsla BRITSHYTas MOpAa, C KPaCHBIMHU, TITy00KO
II0CaXkKeHHBIMHU I'1a3aMu. [Jaxke HeCMOTPS Ha TO, UTO ero IacTh OblIa 3aKphITa, U3 HEe€ BUAHEIUCh
IJIMHHBIE KJTBIKY, KOTOPHIE Ka3aJI0Ch MOTJIN C JIETKOCTh IIEPEeKyCUTh YesioBeka. CBepXy, y HEro
BUOHEJKCH JINHHLIE POTa, YXOOUBIINE BBepX. Bonbiioln rpebeHs yKpalas ero CIuHy U Jaxe XBOCT.
Ero uépHas demysi, MOKPEIBaBIas BCE TEJIO, Ka3aJl0Ch y2Ke Hadajla OCHIIAThCS, Ja U 3alax CTOSI OT



HEeeé, CKaXkeM 4eCTHO, He 0YeHb: eMUHCTBEHHOe C YeM 3allaX MOXKHO CPABHHUTH - 9TO THUIOIIAS TIJIOTH.
Ho oH ObIT He TIOJTHOCTBIO YEPHEIN, HUKHSS YaCcTh, HAYKMHAS OT €r0 MaCTH, 3aKaHYKUBas XKUBOTOM,
uMerta Oenbii 11BeT. Pa3Mep ero CloKeHHBIX KPhTheB, PACTYIIUX U3 JIONATOK, JOCTUTAJ IPUMEPHO
TPUALIATH BOCBMU METPOB, a [JIMHA ero TYJIOBHIIa, Obllla OKOJIO TPUALIATH IISITH METPOB, U 3TO, eIle
He cuMTas IIeCTUMEeTPOBOT0 XBOocTa. PocT [IpakoHa foCTUTall MPHMEPHO ABAAIaTh METPOB B BEICOTY,
¥ KOT7Ia OH OIYCTHJI CBOM T'JIa3a, Ka3ajmoch, OYITO OH CMOTPEN He Ha JIIofiel, a Ha OyKallex,
YCTPOUBIINX BO3HIO 0] €T0 JIallaMH.

- Xa-a-a! - Korga oH, HabpaB BO3AyX B CBOM HO3PHU, BOOXHYJI, @ 3aTeM BHIIOXHYJ, U3 HUX, UCKITIOYas
BO3[IyX, BBIIIEJ KPACHBIH BIM.

- Moé umst Teopun ApxaH, g 1-i1 XpaHuUTeNb, - Hayal IPeaCTaBIsIThCS TEOPU, TeM CaMbIM,
3acTaBysAst AKy pa3uHyTh POT U T'la3a OT u3yMmieHus. OHa 3Hana KTO Takue XpaHUTeNH, O1aromapst
CBOEMY [efyIIKe, B CeMbe KOTOPOTO 9Ta JIereHa paccKa3blBajach IOKoneHusaMu. Ho, oHa He Bepuia
BO 4TO-TO IMOoJ00HOE, KakK bor, unu xe Xpanutenu. Ho ceiiyac, yBUIEB 3TO, €€ Cepedyko 3a0uoch
ObICcTpee, U OHa HEBOJIHHO IlepeBesia B3I/ Ha Peruca, momymas: «A 0H?».

U crnoBHO 4yBCTBYS B3I AKU Ha CBOeU cliuHe, Peruc, 4yTh NOKJIOHUICS [IpakoHY, KOTOPEIE
IIePeBEN B3TJISAM Ha HEr0 ¥ XKaJl MPeaCTaBIeHus:

- Moé nonuoe ums - Peruc ®on [lyau [Je beprtpam. 4 1-i1 u emuHCTBEeHHBIN IpUHI] KopoieBcTBa
Meua.

U BOT, ynuBneHNe BHOBb 3axJIeCTHYJIO AKy. Begb BHauane XpaHuTenb, a Teneps eme u [Ipuni. [la u
elllé OHa TakK JOJIT0 IyTellleCTBOBala C 3TUMHU [IBYMs JIIOAbMH, la ¥ pa3roBaprBajia JOCTaTOYHO
dbamunbsapHo... YTo el Teneps menath? OHa He 3HaNa. Ho, Ha JaHHBIM MOMEHT, €€ BOJTHOBAJIO JIUIIIh
onHo, - [IpakoH!

- 1 Perpaccy. [TocnenHuil B 3TOM IOKOJIEHNY, BRIXKUBIINY [IpaKkoH, - mpefacTaBuicsa JpakoH. YToOw!
TOBOPUTE, €My IIPUXOOUJIOCH KaXK[blli pa3 [gejlaTh BOOX U BEIAOX, U3-3a YEro Ha KaxX[I0M CJIOBe U3 ero
IIacTH, la ¥ HOCA BHIXOAUNIY Hebosbire KIyOKy naMeHu. - W... 1 XKpuan Bac... A TouHee, TUIIb
XpaHUTEN. ..

- Kpamu? - youBuics Peruc, a 3aTeM mepeBen B3I Ha CBOET0 CITyTHUKA, JTUI[0 KOTOPOTO BooO1IIEe
He TTOMEeHSIOCh, OYITO OH 3HAJI 3TO 3apaHee.

- Ila, - pemus oTBETUTH Perpaccy. - ¥ Kaxkaoro KUBOT'0 CyIIecTBa, OyOb TO: YeJI0BeK, JeMOH,
XpaHUTENIb, UK JaXKe APaKOH, eCTh CBOM IIOPOT XKU3HHU, 3a KOTOPHIU IlepecTymas, OHu ymupaoT. Ho,
CIydaeTcs momoOHoe JUIIL ¥ HEKOTOPHIX. JIIoou, Koraa K HUM IIO[CTyIIaeT CMepTh, JI0XKaTCs Ha
KpOBaTh, HECIIOCOOHBIE CABUHYTHCS C MECTa, 0KUOAast CBOeY KOHUYMHEL. [[eMOHEI IPOJOJIXKAIOT KUTh,
He U3MEeHSsCh, ¥ KOT{la UX CMEPTh YKe MpeapelleHa, UX XKU3HEHHBIU [UKJIT JOIIEN 10 KOHIlA, OHU
PACCHITIAI0TCS, CIOBHO pa3buToe CTEK/I0. XpaHUTEIIH... 9TOT0 ST He MOT'Y CKa3aTh, TakK Kak He 3Halo.
[To sTou nmpuunHe, nepeuneM K [IpakoHaM, - 1 OCTAaHOBUBIIKCE JIUIIL Ha CEKyHAY, Perpaccy
npomoKui. - Korfga Halll XKU3HEeHHBIN IIUKIT TIOOXOOUT K KOHIy, Mbl YEpHEIe [IpakoHE, HaUMHaeM
HEBOJIbHO 3a0UpaTh KU3Hb BCEro MOONMMU30CTH, OyOb TO: 3eMJIs, JKUBOTHEIE, JTIOAU, Hebeca, Ulu Jaxe
caM MUp. XOTb MBI ¥ TOTOBHI K CMEPTH, HO HAIIIA Tejla He XOTSAT 3TOr0 ¥ 3a0KUpaloT XKU3Hb BCETO
BOKPYT, Oa0bl MPOIIUTD XKU3Hb XOTS O eIé Ha HeMHOT0. Y 51, XKman Bac, 0a0Okl Bb, yMEPTBUIIA MEHS.
abwl 51 mepecTasn 3abupaTh XKU3Hb 3eMJIM ¥ MECTa, U YIIEN, Ha MTOKO¥!

- Ho, uT06®I cmenaTh 3T0, [JpakoHy HYKHO U3pACXO[0BaTh CBOU CUJIbL. Belb 0Ha HEBOJIBHO
Ie’CTBYeT, 3aKUBJISI PaHHL Ha TeJle, - B KOHIle fo0aBui Teopur.

- W... B-BHI He OouTeCh CMEPTHU? - TPSICSICh, CIIPOCUiIa AKa, a 3aTeM, IIOHSB, YTO CcHenasna, OBICTPO



3aKphljia pOT PyKaMH, CIIPSITaBIINUCH 3a Peruca, 605Ch, 4TO €€ yOBIOT 3a MomoOHOe.

OnmHaxko, Kak 1mokasasnoch Ake, Perpaccy numpb 4yTh yibI0HYICS. B ero riasax mosiBUIOCh MHOTO
TPYCTH:

- [locnymau MeHs1, OUTS, - 3arOBOPUJI OH, CMOTPA Ha AKy CKBO3b Peruca. - CMepTh, TOBOJIBHO
OTHOCHUTeNbHA. MEI, [IpakoHH, He CUATaeM e€, KOHLIOM. [I11g m000ro cyuiecTBa, Oyab TO: Yel0BeK,
TPaBUHKA, COJIHIIE, HEOO, KUBOTHOE, CMEPTH - JIUIIb HAayaJio HOBOTO MYTH B APYroi 000JI0UKe U MUPE.
¢ BUmen MOCTaTOYHO B 9TOM MUDeE, V MeHs OBLIM APY3bAM, OBl faxKe NIEMSHHUK, €CJIU €0 MOXKHO
TaK Ha3bBaTh. fl IPOXKWUII CBOIO XXU3HB, ¥ TEllePh F'OTOB OTIPABUTHLCS B HOBHIM IIyTh, YUTH C 3TOU
0007104YKY, U JaTh XXKU3Hb HOBOMY CyllecTBy. OfHaKO, faxxe HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO g CKa3aJ, 4To
CMepTH He Hafo 004ThCs, Ayig Te0sI, 3TO TOXKe OTHOCUTETIBHO.

[MTocnenHee mpeIokeHNe, CKadaHHOe Perpaccy, ObII0 JOCTATOYHO CIIOXKHO IJIST MOHUMAHUS, U BUOS
3TO, OH PemIua NosiICHUTh. OH OTHOCUIICS K AKe, IeBOYKe Mepel HUM, JTUIIb KaK K JTI0003HaTeTbHOMY
pebGéHKy. BripoueM, OTHOCHIICS OH TaK JIMIIb K Hel, TaK KakK 110 €€ CIyTHUKaM ObIJI0 BUOHO, OHU Ky[a
cTapIIe.

XpaHUTeNb, - CYIIECTBO, IPOXKUBIIee O0ee MUIINOHA JIET.
Y, TIpunIy Peruc, - KOTOPBIN Cy[s 10 BCEMY BCIIOMHUJI CBOIO ITPOIIITYIO KU3Hb.

- Korga KT0-TO IIpOKWUII CBOIO KU3HB, - Hadasl Perpaccy. - 9To xopoino. OH MOXKeT YUTH Ha IIOKOH,
yMepeThb CO CITOKOMHOM AYIION, U OTIIPABUTLCS B LIMKJT peMHKapHauuu. Ho, eciiy, Takoe OUTS Kak THI,
YMPET, He MOXKUB U OO TPUOIATH JIeT, 9TO yKe OyHoeT Tparemusi. 3HaTh, UTO ThI IPOXKUII MHOTO JIET U
IIOHMMATh, YTO CKOPO YMPEIh, HAMHOTI'O JIeT4Ye, 4eM, Korfa Thl pe0EHOK, He BUJABIINN MUpa, U Tede
TOBOPSAT - THI YMPEIIh... B TaKOM cily4ae HY2KHO 60POThCS, UTOOBI ITPOKUTH CBOIO KM3HB XOTS OB €1I1€
Ha HeMHOTO0. TBOM BO3/I00/IEHHEIN, JyMalo, CMOXKeT 3aIlUTUTh Te0s. [1o 3Toii npuunHe, He JyMaH O
CMEPTH paHbIlle BDEMEHH. ..

Crnosa Perpaccy 3Byudasnu CJIOBHO CJIOBa AefYIIKY, IOY4aloUUi CBOI0 BHYUKY.

- H-no, Peruc, He Moii BO3/1I00JIEHHBIH... - TOKPACHEB, ITofalia CBOM ronoc Aka, 3acTaBuB J[IpakoHa
YOUBUTHCSH.

- Ho Bepp... THL... - Ha4as ObIIO OH, Kak BAPYT, AKa 3aKpHyaia...
- Het! Bcé He Taxk!!

- B TakOM ciy4aw, IpoIIy IPOIIeHKs 3a HeJOTIOHUMaHue, - Perpaccy moHsJ, YTO Bje3 Tyda Kyaa He
CJIeMOBAJI0, ¥ U3BUHUJICS.

- UTak, - 1 0o cux mop Mon4aBimui Teopus, HaKOHEL 3aroBopuil. - Crpomry eme pas. Te FOTOB... K
CMEPTH...?

- Ha... - yMUPOTBOPEHHO OTBETU Perpaccy. - {1 roToB K Hel, KaK HUKOTAa...

- Torma... Peruc, Thl yOBEIIH €r0... - CKa3aB 3To, Teopu, B3gB AKY 3a PYKY, IOIIET B
IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHOE [IpakKOHY HalpaBieHue, ocTaBigd Peruca u Perpaccy ogHux.

- B TakoM cnyuart, s HacTymalo, - Peruc He ctan cnoputb. OH Ha060pOT, OB pag YTO HAKOHEI] eMy
mamyT paBHOTO cebe mMpoTHBHUKA. [Touemy paBHOro? OH Ha MHCTHHKTHBHOM YPOBHE YyYBCTBOBAJI 3TO.
Ia, u, ecru 661 OB XOTS ObI ONMH IIaHC YTO Perpaccy yoneT Peruca, Teopun He HOMyCTUN GbI 9TOTO.



YTo 3HAYUT, OH BEPUT B CBOETO APYTa.
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