"Tbma Bcerpga CKpeiBaeTCs 3a CMepThIO,

U ecnu k CMepTH B3bIBaTh CIUIIKOM YacTo,
To TeMa MOXeT OTBETUTHL” —

Kcenodop

Banuon BcMaTpuBajcCs BOaidb, Ha KpemocTs bapya. UTo-To B HEM Kpuyaso o0 omacHOCTU. TaMm, B
pas3pylIeHHBIX YepTorax CKphIBajoch Beaukoe 3710. Ho BOT Kakoe — oH He 3Han. Celuac Bce OBIU B
OTHOCHTEJIbHOU 0€3011aCHOCTH, HO HUKTO He MOT rapaHTUPOBaTh TOTO, YTO IIaTKOE CIIOKOMCTBUE He
00€epHETCSA eOKUM yKacoM. ITOT yKac BanuoH BuOen B rina3ax HOBOOpaHIEB, KOTOPEIE €Xald B 3TUX
skunaxax. OHu ObUIM HEOIBITHH, CBeXKM ¥ HauBHEL. Oco0eHHO, ero mouepu. OHU HepPKaIUCh, KaK
MOTJIH, HO KPYIIHIIEI CJIE3 B YTOIKAX MX I'JIa3 MMOKA3bIBAIU BCIO Ty OYPIO 3MOITNM, KOTOPHIE POUIIUCH
BHYTpH ux aym. Ho Banmon Hu4Yero He MOr ¢ 3TUM CAeJlaTh — OMAaCHOCTb HaBUCaJla HaJl HUMU BCEMH.
Y oH maxke He MOT CKa3aTh, BEIXKUBET JIM OH CaM.

— KanwuTaHs, cap, kakue Bamu npuka3zaHus? — 00paTUiICcs K HeMy 3aMeCTHUTETb.

— Ecnu 4ecTHO, 51 ¥ caM He 3Hal0, — I0Kavasl rojoBoi Banuon. — JIy4ymuM BapuaHTOM OBLIO OB
nBUraThcs B TapH, Ha BCTpedy BouckaM Jlopaa Jlutuana. Ho! Mbl HUKaK He MOXEM OCTaBUTH 3Ty
HEM3BECTHYIO OMIACHOCTh IT03aau. HUKTO He 3HaeT, yaapsT JIi MOHCTPHEL HaM B CIUHY. MU SIBHO KTO-
TO YIIPaBIISIL.

— BBITh MOXKET 3T0... — HAaKJIOHMBIIIUCH K BaHI/IOHy HayaJl 3aMEeCTUTENTb IIETTIOTOM.

— Het, — 1yT ke npepBai ero BanuoHn. — “OH” 1moMorasn HaM B CpaXXeHUU C MOHCTpaMu. “OH”
CBSI3aJICSL CO MHOM II0 TeJlellaTHH U paccKasa 00y KapTUHY, KOTOPYIO MBI OBl CaMU He CMOIJIX
y3HaTh. 1 uMeHHO “OH” yHUUTOXKUJI TOTO OTPOMHOT0 MOHCTPA, COTKQHHOTO U3 TeJl.

— IloHUMaw, — OTBETUIT €My 3aMEeCTUTEeJIb 1 Oorblie He BO3BpalIaJICA K 3TOMY BOIIPDOCY.

3aMecTO 3TOr0 OH OTIPABUIICS pa3faBaTh IPUKa3kl ['BapaeiaM, OCTaBUB BannoHa Ha euHe CO
CBOMMHU MBICNISIMU. ET0 3aMecTUTens OblJI OIBITHRIM BOMHOB, KOTOPHIM, KAK HUKTO APYTO#, 3HAT
CBOETO0 KaluTaHa. BalmuoH onpenenéHtHo YTO-TO IPUAyMaeT, eEMY Haflo JIUIIL BpeMs.

[To aTOM Xe mpUUMHE €ro CeMbsl He NoAXonuia K Hemy. OuinraHa ¢ fOYepIMU 3aHUMAasach
yCIIOKOeHHEeM HOBOOpaHIleB. ITO Oblyia BaxkHas paboTa, KOTOPYIO MOTJIa BEIIIOJIHUTH TOJIBKO OHA OfHA.
Bce 3nanu, kem ®unnuana sABnAIachk — XeHou erergapHoro Kanutana Kpesutatou ['Bapouu
®puppuxa Karepana [lopaama ¢poH Banmona, repos Bce Ctapoit Umnepuu. Pa3 criokoiiHa oHa —
3HAQUUT HE 0 YEM BOJIHOBATHCS.

“Y Hac rocTu” — IOCHBIMIAJICS B rojioBe BajrMoHa 3aMOTMIbHLIN I'OjIoC Iuda. — “Y 9T0 He BOMCKa U3
TapHa”.

Banmuon TyT ke 00epHYJICS K CEBEPHOMY HallpaBJIEHUIO TPaKTa, Ile IOgHUMAach Iblb.
HaméTtaHHBIM B3rIs0M BanuoH ompenenus, YTo 3To OBIIM BCAAHUKY Ha IeCTPHUS B IOJTHOM
00JTaYeHNH, U YTO KX OBIJIO IT0 MeHbIeN Mepe ABanaTh. OHM TPUOIUKAIKUCE C TOPA3UTETLHON
ckopocThio. C TOM XKe, C KOTOPOM MPUOLIT ¥ caM BanmuoH. A 3HAYUT Cpeay HUX OB CUJIBHBIM Mar, UJTd
MOIIHBEIYA apTedakT.

— Bcem BHMMaHMe! — cKOMaHIoBan Banuon. — BoeBoe mocTpoeHWe HOMep COPOK [Ba!



Ero I'Bapgeiiiisl cpa3y xkKe BHIITOTHUAY ITpuKa3. OHU CHEMNINCh M BEHICTABUIU CBOUX JECTPUS CTEHOH,
a caMU CIIPSTANMCh 3a HUMH, OIIETHHUBIIKCEH KOMbSIMHU. ITO ObIT 0OTPAOOTAHHBIN ITPHUEM, KOTOPHIH
noMoras jgernosam Crapou MMnepun Ha IPOTSAKEHUU ThICAYeIeTUX CIIPaBIsATLCS C BparaMu.

BckopocTu BCcaiHUKY ITOKA3aIUCh U3-3a X0IMa. ['1a3 BanuoHa He mogBEN ero — ux ObIIO ABAALIATh
omuH. Bce Ha mecTpus ¢ 6apaamMu, 3aKOBaHHbIE B YelTyidaTyi0 OPOHI0 YEPHOTO 1BeTa. ['epb OBl ¥
BCEX OIWH — KPACHBIN BOPOH, YTO Ha BEIMITENIAX, YTO Ha INUTAX. JIUIIb OOWH BCATHUK BBIIEIISIIICT —
13 OpPOHM y Hero Oblya JIUIIL KApaca C TAaKUM 2Ke KPaCHHIM BOPOHOM Ha rpynu. OfeT oH Ha ceBepo-
BOCTOYHBIN MaHEP — U3-TIO KUPACH! BHICTyIasia YépHast MaHTHs ¢ GekiM mogooeM. [10T0BUHY IHla
TI0 IMarOHaNM CKpEIBajia cepebpsiHas Macka. Ho 4To OBIIO B HEM CTPAHHOTO, TaK 3TO T7la3a — TOT,
YTO O]l MACKOM IThIJIaJT KPOBABO-KPACHEIM OTHEM, @ OTKPBITEIN OBIT OJIRIM OT KaTapaKThl. BOIOCH!
€ro pa3BeBa/IKCh HA BETPY, 3aBsI3aHHLIE BCe B KOHCKUU XBOCT. I10 mpuKunKe BanroHa, OHE JOIAKHEL
OBIITH TOCTABaTh BCAOHUKY MOYTH [0 MSIT. TO OBLT Mar, BHE COMHEHHUH. Y 0UeHb U3BECTHEIM Mar.

— IIpuBeTCTBYIO HOCTOIIOUYTHMOTrO YiBap-XxapaHa! — IIOIIPUBETCTBOBaAJ €ro BanuoH.
— IMpusetcTByto u Tebss, Opumpux Katepan [JopHam ¢hoH Banuon! — oTBETUIT €My Mar.

ITo ero KoMaHIe BCagHUKU OCTAHOBUJIMCH B ABAIATHU IIarax OT OTpAOa Banuona. ToT xke oTman
IIPUKa3 OIIYCTUTH KOIIbA — O02KUOATh CPaXKEHUA C TOCTAMU He ITPUXOOUITIOCE.

ViiBap-xapaH ObIJT 3HAMEHUTHIM Marom, pomnoM u3 TapuHBaHA — BOCTOYHOM OKOHEYHOCTH CpPeIUHHBIX
3eMernb. TapyuHBaH eIUHCTBEHHEIN peruoH LleHTpa, KoToped He nokopuiica HacneguukaM. OH Tak
JKe BBICTyIaJl B TOU BOMHe Ha cTopoHe Ctapou VMmepun, a IOTOMY U OTHOLIEHUE YV ABYX [epKaB
OBLIH KPEIIKKe U APYKEeCTBEHHEIE.

Cam xe YiiBap-xapaH OBIJT He IPOCTO MaroM, HeT, OH OblT apxuMaroM. OTHUM U3 ISITH U3BECTHHIX
BOJIbHBIX apxuMaroB! CoOGCTBEHHO, OHU BCe COCTOSI/IM B CBOe0OpPa3HOM IUIbANM, KOTOpas moMorasia
npyruM Maram u3bexaTh padcTBa B ['unbauu ABaHTIOPUCTOB. YTo elmé Ooblle MOAINBaIo0 Macia B
OTOHb BpaxKabl MeXay HUMU U HacmegHuKaMu.

To, uto on mpubrin B Ctapyio MMneputo Ob1I0 XOpouM 3HaKoM. OH MOT TIOMOYb B I'PSIAYIIEN BOMHE.
[To kpaitHelt mepe, Banuon Ha 3T0 Hapmesncs. OH yKe MMOCHIIAN MUChMa B 3TY THJIBOUIO, HO OTBETA TaK
U He JOXJIaJCs.

— Bcé€ nu B mopsnke? — CIIPOCUI CIEeIIUBIINICS YiiBap-XxapaH. — f MOYyBCTBOBAJ MOIIIHEIE
BCIIJIECKM Marn4eCKOl SHEPrHUy C 3TOT0 HallpaBleHHUs. Bl cpaXKanuch C KEM-TO?

— BepHO, — KMBHYJ TOXKe CIIeMUBIINNACSI BamuoH. — Ta KpemocTs, YTO BUIHA Ha rOpe IpeBpaTUiIach
nop3eMesibe OYKBaJIbHO 3a ONUH [IeHb, C CPa3dy XKe MPOU30IIEN TPOPHIB. 5e3 moMoIu gpyroro
apxumara, KOTOPHIY CoepzKuBajl MOHCTPOB B CAMOM KPEIOCTH, MBI OBl HE BHICTOUIIU.

— XoX, MOHSATHO, — 3a[yMYUBO ITOTHUPast MOAOOPONOK OTBETUTT YiBap-xapaH. — 4 uyBcTByI0 “Ero”
IIPACYTCTBHE.

['oBOPUTH KOT'O UMEHHO OH ITOUYBCTBOBaJI OBIIIO He HYKHO. Ba/nuoH faxe He YOIUBUJICA TOMY, YTO 3TU
[IBa apxuMara 3HaKOMbI — YK CJIMIIKOM TeCeH I Hux ObUT 9TOT Mup. K ToMy ke ViiBap-xapaH Obln
eOUHCTBeHHHIM AfeniToM TEéMHBIX MICKyCCTB, KOTOPOTO He KOCHYJIACh YACTKa THICAYY JieT Ha3af. OH
ye Torfa OblJI apxuMaroM, Ho yOHuBaTh €ro MOMPOCTY MOO0SIUCH, Ja U OH caM CJIbUT JoOpelien
Oyl CcyiecTBoM. “CyIiecTBOM” — 10 TOY IPUYKHE, YTO €ro I0N03peBaid B CBSI3U C CAaMUM
Crapmum Hapomgom!

— YTO0 XKe, — IOOBITOKUII obMeH I/IH(l)OpMaI.II/II/I apxyMar. — ITO nom3eMesibe HENTb3SI OCTABIISATh BOT



TakK IIPOCTO. Ero HY2KHO 3a4YUCTUTh. Cun Y HaC MaJiOBaTo. BOMNBIIMHCTBO — HEONBITHEIE HOBUYKH. HO
TEM 601"aTI:>I, 49YTO HMEEM.

— B ﬁyneTe COI[GI:ICTBOB&TB HaM B 3TOM BOHpOCG? — YAUBUJICA Banuon

— KoHeuHO, — KuBHYyJ YiiBap-XapaH. — OTO MO [OJT, a X 4eCTh Y MeHS TOXKe eCTh. f He MOoTy
OpOoCUTH CBOMX [Ipy3el Ha IPOU3BOJI CYAbOH!!

— Xopo110, — KUBHYJ B 0TBeT BanuoH. — [laiiTe HaM I10JT Yaca Ha OATOTOBKY.

)%k

YeMNIUOHEI CUMIENU 3a TPa3THUYHEIM CTOJIOM U enud. OHU enu, YTOOH MoT4aTh. [0BOPUII B OCHOBHOM
TapTapyc, a Topek emy nmopgakuBai. ITo Hadany YeMOIuoHB 60SIUCH 3TOTO “Malb4YHUIIKy”, 60SIUCH
TOTO, YTO WX OISATH BTSIHYT B KaKKe-TO 3aKynucHble Urphl. Ho TapTapy o4ty BCE BpeMs TOBOPUII O
CBOEM IIPOIIJIOM, O €T0 MPUKJIIOYEHNAX U IIPOUYUX MOXOKOEHUSX, TIOYTH HUKAK He KacasiCh HaCyILIIHBIX
BOIIpOCOB. Ho YeMNHOHEI eIUHOTIaCHO IPUHAJIY PellleHNe eCTh, II0Ka Ha CTOJIe eCTh efia, U IIUTh,
II0Ka eCTh BUHO.

— IIa, Torma Ovlna caBHas 6uTBa! — CKBO3b CMeX IOBOPHUI TapTapyc. — ITU UBEPIUHTH ObLIIN
oOpeueHbl. MBI CO CHEXKHBIMHU 3JTb()aMHi 3arHajli UX B JIEASHYIO JIOBYIIKY. TaM 9TH MOHCTPHI U
TIOJIETJI, 3aCHIIAHHbIE TOHHAMY JIEOSHBIX TOP. [la, 9T0 OBII0 CEMBbCOT TPUALIATH ABa rofa Ha3ajd. Kak
OBICTPO OEKUT BpeMsi, He HaXOauIlb, Topek?

— IIa, — cormacunicst ¢ HuM Topek, BhilaBiuBasi u3 cebs ynbiOKy. — BpeMs neTUT o4eHb OBICTPO.
— Bpems, ma? — cupocuin caMm y cebst Taptapyc. — IIpoIiio y>Ke IATHCOT COPOK YETHIPe rofa, oa?

9TOT moCNegHUM BOIPOC MOBUC B BO3OyXe HEIIOABEMHOM ropoii. Hukro He oxupan. Yro TapTapyc
IIOMHUMET 3Ty TeMy. POBHO IISTHCOT COPOK YETHIPE rofia Ha3ay 3aKoH4uIachk BoitHa HacnemHUMKOB —
3T0 OBIJIO MOHSATHO Jaxe YeMIMOHAM.

— [IsaTh cOTeH JeT... — ¢ TOCKOM mporoBopuil Taprapyc. — I1aTe coTeH net Mupa B CpeguHHBIX
3emnax. UTo TH CKaxelb Ha 370, dnopuan?

OT HeoxXuAaHHOTO 0OpallleHusI, TOT IIOJaBUIICS KyPUHOW HOXKKOM. Kak ciefyeT oTKaIUISBIIKACH U
TPOYUCTHUB TOpyio BuHOM, diopraH HEMOHUMAIOIIE YCTaBUICS Ha TapTapyca.

— 39T0... XOpOIIO? — HEYBEPEHHO OTBETUII OH.

— HMMeHHO! — BOCKIUKHYJ TapTapyc, NOOHSB yKa3aTeJbHbIY nanen. — UMeHHO, 9Tk COTeH Mupa. 1
YTO TEeph?

C 3TM BOIIPOCOM YTO-TO IepeMeHunoch B TapTapyce. OH BCE Tak e aydye3apHO yasl0ancs, HO YTOo-
TO OBIJIO MHBIM. Hanpumep, miaMs 13 ero rjia3 cTajao 4yTh Bhille. ITO Obljla HE3HaYUTENIbHAs
nepeMeHa, Ho oHa rosopuia Topeky o MHOroM. Korpma y TapTapyc cepouics mnjiaMs CTaHOBUJIOCH
BhIlIe. Eciu ol OblT BHe cebst OT T'HEBA —3aropaiich U €0 BOJIOCH Ha roJIoBe, o0peTast BUL
OTHEHHOY I'pUBEHL IPaKOHa.

— Teneps... — ®opuaH NOIPOCTY He HAXOAWUJI, UYTO CKa3aTh 9TOMY PebEHKy-apxumary. — Teneps
MUD BCE eIl€ AJIUTCSA?

— HOnutcs? — IepecIpocuil TapTapyc, KaK-TO II0-3BEPUHOMY IIPUIIYPUB I''la3ad, U3-3a 9ero IoTOoK



IJlaMeHU CTaJl TOHbIIe. — [la, MUP BCE elll€ ANMATCS. POBHO CTOIBKO BpEMEHHU, TI0Ka Ballll BOWCKa
MapiupyioT fo [lorparnynsx ['op!

— Ho no3BonsTe...! — X0Tesn 4T0-TO CKa3aTh TOpek.
— MomnyaTs! — npopsryan TapTapyc, yoapuB KyJIaKOM II0 CTOJIy, OT Yero TOT PacKOJIOJICS Ha YacCTH.

Ema v BUHO IIOJIETENIH BO BCE CTOPOHEHI, 00KaTuB BCEX C06paBI.HI/IXCH Pa3NMUYHBIMU COYCaMU ¥ KPACHBIM
BHHOM.

— I1aTh coTeH net 6b1 MUP! — MpopomKan peidaTh TapTapyc. — M 4To Teneps!? Bel TOTOBH yTONUTH
Bce CpenunHBIe 3eMu B KpoBu!? Bri, 6€3M03r/1ble HaceKoMble, AyMaeTe, uTo Ctapas Mmnepus He
BBICTOUT!? UTO y HEE HET COI03HMKOB BOBHE!?

U yewm Gosblire roBOPuI TapTapyc, TeM CHJIbHEe PacHasiiaoch IaMs Tias.

— M=l pocTo X0TUM Mupa! — Bo3pa3un Mmup, HabpaBIIuch XpabpoCTH U3 HEM3IBECTHOTO
VCTOYHUKA.

— KoHeu4HO0, BH BCe XOTUTe MUpa! — K 3TOMy BpeMeHU y TapTapyca yKe 3arOpeyiuch U BOJIOCHL. — Bhl
XOTUTE MUD, XKenaTenbHO BeChb. OT Kpas B Kpaul! C Cesepa Ha HOr! C BocTtoka Ha 3anan! Becs!

Ho 3atrem Taprapyc MOMeHTanbHO ycnokouscs. OTOHb YTUX, @ apXuMar JIUIIb B3MaxXHy/1 PYKOU — U
BCS pa3pyxa caMa BOCCTaHOBUJIACh. SICTBa U HAIUTKU 3aHSAJIU CBOU MecTa. [laxe MsATHA Ha OfeXaax
HCYe3IIH.

— OTBeThTE TOJIBKO Ha OIMH BOIPOC, — YCTAJI0 MaCCUPYs BUCKU CKa3asn Taprapyc. — WnnuaH 3HaeT
000 BCEM 3TOM?

— IIa! — He MOpPrHYB u r71a30M cojrai Topek. — OH Tu4YHO 61aroc0BuT YeMIuoHOB BCeBHIITHET 0
Ha UX BeJlIMKUe CBepIIeHUs!

— XopoI110, eciu TaK, — CyX0 OTBeTUI TajmaTaH. — & yBepsito BCeX BAaC B TOM, YTO B JINYHO IIOHECETE
BCIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTD U 3a JI0XKb, ¥ 3a BorHy. OcobeHHO 9T0 KacaeTcs Teb6st, CuBun Ctapuyc.

9To BHe3anHoe oOpalleHue K HeIPUMETHOMY CTAapPUKY ITOPA3UI0 TOTO A0 IIyOuHE! ayImy. CUBUI
6osincst TapTapyca, Befib OH ObIJT CUJTbHEHNIIINM aBaHTIOPUCTOM BTOpOro Panra. CunbHee Hero OBl
nuib caM Unnuad Beunniii. Tem nadye, CUBUII HUKaK He TOHUMAJI, 3a YTO OH HOJIKeH OBLI 0TBeYaTh
nepepn TapTapycoM. OH ObIT TUIIH ['TaBOM OOHOTO U3 MHOTOYMCIEHHBIX oTheneHui ['unpoun. He
OoJIBIIIE.

— AX, BUTUMO THI He IOHUMaEIIb, — CO CMEIIKOM 06paTuics K Tomy TapTapyc. — He TvI i Obin
mnuoHoM B Ctapoii Mmnepun? He Thl 1y mogOuBas MaroB mepexoauTh u3 bamrau B [umbauio,
ocnabnsis TeM cameiM Ctapyio Mmmepuio? He THI TM HOOKYIIAeIlh aBAHTIOPUCTOB C TEM JIUIIh, YTOORI
OHM BCTAJIX BO BpeMs BOMHEI Ha ITPABUJIbHYIO CTOPOHY? WIIu THI MyMaelllb, 4TO s CJIEll, pa3 y MeHs u3
rna3 OpET oroHB? O, g 3aBepsito TeOsT — s BUKY BCE, U maxe 0osblie Bcero!

Ha stom TapTapyc yMOJIK 1 IPUHSJICS €CTh U IIUTh. Y BCEX XKe 0CTa/IbHBIX HEPBHI ObLIM Ha Ipefere, a
IIOTOMY UM KYCOK IIOIIEPEK ropJia BCTaBall.

— KcraTtu, — BAPYT 4TO-TO BCIIOMHUJ TapTapyc, OT Yero Bce HAMPSTIUCH ellé Oombine. — YTo TaM ¢
5TUMHU MEXUMIIEPCKUMH COPEBHOBAHUSAMU? BBl TOTOBH K HUM?



— Ila, MBI TOTOBEI, — TIOfasI rosioc ®IopHaH.

— OTO 04YeHb XOPOINo, — Corylacuiics ¢ HuM TapTtapyc. — [loToMy 4To 5 mu4yHO Oymy B HUX
y4dacTBoBaTh. HalbmofaTs 3a pacTyIuM [IOKOJIEHUEM, Ta CKa3aThb.

EcTecTBeHHO, 3TO OBlNa MIPOTUB IIPaBUJI, HO KTO MOT OTKa3aTh apXuMary MacitaboB TapTapyca?
Ecnu oH 3aX04eT — TO 3HAUUT TakK u OyJeT. A TOTOMY BCE OCTABalIOCh JINIIb MOJIUTHCS, YTOOH X
TaAWHBIM IJ1aH 110 TepeMaHuBaHui0 3MuTel CTapo Mmepuu ocTajcs BCE CTOJIb XK€ TalHBIM.
HWcnonbp3oBaHue 3alpelleHHoN Maruy Ha ria3ax Taprapyca 6b110 cponHu camoyOuiictBy. Ho mpyroro
BeIOOpa y Topeka He Obi10. JInO0 OH BCE chenaeT TalHo, THO0 eTo XKOET My4YuTellbHas cMepPTh. Bens
OH IIPEKpacHO 3HaJl, YTO JejlaeT CO CBOMMHU BparaMu Taprapyc CTpaHHUK!
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