“TemHoe Hapeune, opunuanbHbli 36K UMIiepuy,
[Tpucuuncs [ToBenuTento eie Korga OH OblT XKUBHIM”
— Kcenodop

JlepHel YEPHBIM TyMaHOM JIETell 110 Y3KOU paclie/inHe 3a IPHU3PaKoM MallbuuIiku. [10ToK
HETaTUBHOM SHEPTUH CTAHOBUJICS BCE CHJIbHEE U CUJIbHEe, YTO TOBOPHUJIIO O TOM, UTo HeKpomMaHT Ha
BEPHOM ITyTH. MUHYB HECKOJILKO HEOOIBbIINX TIelIep, B KOTOPHIX HUYero He 0vlno, JIepHel Bce XKe
IIOTIaJ B Y3KUi TPOT, HOCTATOYHO LMIMPOKUM, YTOOB MOKHO OBIJIO IPUHSTH O01ee MaTepUasbHBIN
o06nuk. HekpomaHT Tak u crenai. AGCoMoTHasE TEMHOTa He Oblla eMy ITIOMeX0M, a TOTMY OH
IIPOMOJIZKU CBOM IyTh. MasbuMIlIKa 3BaJl €ro BIEPEN, fa U caM JIepHel omyInan HEKyl0 TEMHYIO
CYILIHOCTH, YTO CKPBIBalIaCh AajIbllle. ITO YyBCTBO ObIJIO 3HAKOMO JIepHEeI0 — BIEPEH ero Kaaj
IPyTro¥ HEKPOMAHT, B 9TOM He ObII0 COMHEHHU.

MuHyB ceTh Iemiep ¥ IPoJjIoMoB, JIepHel oKa3ajicsi B OTPOMHOM U OOIIMPHOU Iellepe, Yer MOTOJIOK
Tepsycs BO TbMe. Y CTOUIIO eMy CTYIHUTh Ha 11071, KaK MOCJIBIIIAJICS TPECK. ITO JIOMaIUCh YbU-TO
KOCTH TIO[ TIOCTYIIBIO JIATHAIX Carlor. Beck 1o memiepsl ObIT yCHIIIAaH KOCTEMHU CaMBIX Pa3HBIX
HaponoB. TyT OBIIM KOCTH JIIOfIe# ¥ THOMOB, leTel ¥ CTaPUKOB, MyKYHUH U JKEHIIUH. BOT TOIBKO
YeperoB HUTTIe He ObIJI0 BUIHO.

B rnyOune nermepsl JlepHed BUgea HECKOIBKO KCTOYHUKOB TYCKJIOT'O CBETa — 3TO OBITH MOy
TIOTACIINE XXKapOBHY, CTOSBILKE BOKPYT HEOOJBIIOTO MbhefiecTana. Pagom ¢ HUM JIepHel TpPUMeTHUI
HECKOJIbKO 6e3T0JIOBEIX CKEJIETOB, [0 BCel BUIMMOCTY THOMOB, KOTOpPble HEOOIBITMMY MOJIOTKaMuU
CTy4aJid 10 YeMy-TO, YTO JIeKajlo Ha 3TOM caMOM IibefiecTasie. X ymapsl I'yJIKO OTAaBaJIUCh 110
nemiepe, IOPOXKas 9X0, U3-a Yero Ka3aloch, 4YTO OUII0 He HECKOIBKO MEePTBELIOB, a IeJIbN OTPSL.

Ho G6blta u gpyrast cTpaHHOCTb. CKBO3b 3BOH MOJIOTKOB JIEPHEN MOT YCIIBIIIATh HEPa3bopuuBoOe
nenue. [Ipucnymasmuck, HeKpoMaHT IIOHSJI, YTO ToJIoc e Ha TéMHOM Hapeun#, sI3BIKe ero
POOMHLL. 3aTAWBIIUCH, JIepHEH MPUHSJICS CIIyIIaTh, CUIISICh pa300paTh CaoBa. [Tocie HECKOMTbKUX
MHUHYT, OH BCE XK€ CMOT COCTABHUTh ITOJTHYIO BEPCHIO IECHHU.

“Bo MpakKe rop COKPHIT CEKPET,
TauTtcs OH TaM MHOTO JIeT.

Tam nwegectan, Ha HEM 3Be3[a,
Bo TeMe melrep COBCEM OfHA.

A pspowm 3110, u cTpax, u TeMa,
CrycTtunace HO4b, KPyroM 3aa.

Tam yeperna u KOCTH TEX,



KTo He yImen u3 TEMHBIX MECT.
JlexkaT OHM B IIpOBasax rop,
COKpBITEL TEMOM [I0 9TUX TIOP.

U cBeT 3Be3bI B BOCBMHU KOHITAX
Cusert Tyckio. Kpyrom nuis npax.
Ona opiHa U3 ropa B rof

Cumut Bo ThMe U XKOET YEPEN
[TokuHYTH 3aJ1, THe 1pax U TJeH,
CnomaTh OKOBBI, HAPYIIUTE IIJIEH.
[TpuméT repoil mameéKux CTPaH,
OcBoOomuT 3Be31y U3 JIall,

YT0 mepzxKaT Ty BO ThbMe Iellep,
Bo TbMe MPOBaoOB U TYTUX IETIEH.
W nuiub Torma yBUOUT ThMa,

Yro CBeT CUIIEH, U Ta 3Be3[a
Hcnenenut npoknsaTbe ThMEI,

U Mpaxk yumeT, BOCXON 3apu
Ykpacut HeOO B aIbIi LIBET,
3aKOH IPHUOET, 3aK0H U CBeT.”

MHoroe B 3T0# ecHe ObII0 He 5SICHO JlepHeto, HO He Haflo OBLI0 OBITH O ceMU Isifieit BO JIOy, YTOOHI
IIOHSTH, UTO IIEJIX B 9TOU ITeCHEe 0 HEM. VIMEHHO OH IPUIIEN B 3TOT MUD U3 JAJIbHUX CTPaH, U UMEHHO
OH CITyCKaJIiCs cefyac B TEMHYIO Ilelllepy, e OblJIM KOCTH, COKPHITEE BO ThMe IIPOBAJIOB. JTa IEeCHS
Oblyla MOX0Ka Ha IIpeficka3aHue, a caMo MeCTO HallOMUHAJIO OpaKyJsa C 3TUM IbefiecTanoM. JlepHei
HUKOTa He NTI00MN IpefcKa3aTeseil. MHOTHe U3 HUX IpegpeKald eMy HeMUHYeMbIN KOHel] 1
pacmiaTy 3a BCe I'pexy, HO KaXK[IbIM U3 HUX 3aKaH4YMBaJl CBOXO XKU3Hb HAa I1JIaxe, IOMOJIHAS PSAEL
apmuu Hekpoma#nra.

— YT0 THI CKaXxelIb MHE Ha 3T0? — crpocui JlepHel y mpu3paka.

— Tam, TaM! — yKa3bIBaJI Majel Ha befecTall.

Ha aro JlepHe# nuib B3noxHyI. OH yKe IPUIIEN CIOfA, TaK YTO OTCTYyNAaTh OBLIO TIIYIIO, a IIOTOMY OH



00HaXKHJI CBOM BEPHBIM MeY U OBUHYJICS B IIy0b melnepsl. CHavasa OH XOTeJI OCMOTPEeTh IePUMeTp, a
yXKe 3aTeM MMOAXOOUTh K IThedecTaty.

U BoT, KOoTa JlepHel 00XOOUII IeIIepy 10 MTPaBoi CTOPOHE, OH MMPUMETHUJII CTOPOIEeHHYI0 QUTYPY,
3aKyTaHHYI0 B KPACHYI0 MaHTHIO, YTO KOIIOLIUIACh B rpyae KocTel. be3 coMHEeHUM 3TO OBIN
HEKPOMaHT, 4To o6uTasn 3meck. OH OBI OOUH ¥ BeChMa C1ab — OT HETo MOYTH He UCXOIUIIO0
HETaTUBHOM SHEPTHUHU, XOTh €€ B U30LITKE ObLJIO BOKPYT.

— JIuneTaHT, — JUIIL TaK MOT OIIEHUTH ero JIepHe.

O6oiifs memepy 1Mo Kpyry, JIepHe# MPUIIEN K BLIBOAY O TOM, YTO IIOMUMO HEKPOMAHTa U YETHIPEX
CKeJIeTOB B 3TOM Iellepe HUKOro He OblsI0. A moTomy JlepHed BHIIIE U3 ThbMBI IPSIMO TIepeq
HEKpOMaHTOM. TOT IMOACKOYHUII KaK yzKaJleHHBIN U YCTaBUJICA Ha JIepHesi CBOMMM KPOBaBO-KPaCHBIMU
ria3ami.

— K-x10 THI!? — B yKace BBIIaJIuI HEKPOMAaHT.

— 4 — cama cmepTsh!

C stuMm JlepHeil B3MaxHy/I PyKO# U Ha HEKPOMaHTa 0OPYIIMUIICS TIOTOK HETAaTUBHON SHEPTUH,
pa30pBaBIIKY €r0 Ha KyCcKH. [[ylla BEITOPXHYJIa U3 ero TIIEeAYILIHOTo Tena U JlepHel noMarn eé
PYKOM. TOT HEKPOMAHT MOT YTO-TO 3HATh, @ IOTOMY OTIIYCKaTh ero Ob1sI0 OB TIITIO.

3aKOHYUB C 9TUM, JIepHell IOJOIIEN K nbefecTany. [Iocie cMepTH HEKPOMaHTa, CKEJIeThl, YTO
CTy4YaJIu 110 HEMY pacchIajuch nmpaxoM. He o6paTuB Ha HUX BHUMaHUS, JIepHel CKOHLIEHTPUPOBal
CBOE BHMMaHHKe Ha TOM, 4TO JIeKaJio Ha caMOM IibefiecTasie. TaM, B I[eHTPe PUCYHKa B BULE
BOCBMHUKOHEYHOM 3BE3[HI, JIe3KajI0 30JI0T0e KOJIbI[0. OHO OBITI0 YKPHITO MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM
Maru4ecKuM IIUTOM, [0 KPa€B HAMlOJTHEHHBIM CBETJION 3Hepruei. IIpoCcTo Tak MOACTYIUTLCS K HEMY
o110 Henb3s1. Ho cToumo JlepHelo HayaTh cOOMpPATh HETaTUBHYIO SHEPTHUU B PYyKe, KaK B CAaMOM ero
Aylile MOCTBIIIacs 4ei-To ToJioc.

“THl HAKOHEI[-TO IpuiIén!”

9TOT TroJI0C IBHO IIPHUHALIeXKaJl COBCEM I0HOM KeHIuHe. OH ObLJT 3BOHKUHM U MEJIOTUYHBIN, CIIagKUH,
KaK MEM, ¥ MaHsAImui. JIepHelo OH OUYeHb CUJIBHO He MOoHpaBuics. OTOEPHYB PYKY OT IIbefiecTana, OH
CXBATHJICS 3a M€Y, HO HUKaKOH aTaK¥ He IIOCJIegoBao.



3aMeCTO 3TOr0 BCIO rnemepy OCBeTuJIa APKasd BCIIBIIIKA. Ona ComepzKajla OrPOMHOE KOJINYECTBO TaK
Ha3bIBAEMOU CBSITOM 9HEPIrruy, HO OHA He IIPUYHNHHNIIa HUKAKOTI'0 Bpeda HepHe}o, JINIOb HEe Ha JOJIT0
OoCJiemnuiia.

Korma k HeMy BEpHYJIOCH 3peHue, JIepHel YBUOE IeBYIIKY B IETKOM 6€T0CHEKHOM IIJIaThe, YTO
crosina mpsiMmo nepen HuM. OT 9Toro JIepHel HEBOTbHO MBICIIEHHO CTJIOTHYI. JTa AeBYyIIKa Obla
HACTOJILKO ITPEKPACcHA, YTO U CJIOBAMH He OMKCATh 3TOT0. 30JI0THIE BOJIOCH €€ CIlaflaIi [0 CAMOI0
osica, a YEPHLIE T'Ma3a ObUIN momo0HE 0e3He HOYHOTr0 HeOa. ToOHKUE anble TyOsl OBLIUM CKPUBIIEHH B
JIETKYI0 YNBIOKY, OT KOTOPOM Ha eé IéyKax o0pa3oBaiuch HeOombIie SMKU. B 0011eM, oHa Obia
CTOJIb IIPEKpPAcHa, 4TO faxe y JIepHes, 0CTaBUBIIET0 OPEHHYIO KU3Hb THICSUEIeTHSI Ha3a/l, EKHYIIO0
cepare.

— TBl HAKOHEI-TO MPUIIEN! — MOBTOPHIIA OHA CBOMM MEJIOOUYHBEIM TOJI0COM.

— KTO0 THI? — BI0OXKHUB B rOJIOC HETAaTHBHYIO S9HEPTUIO CIIPOCHUTT JIepHen.

— 4? — BompoCHUTENbHO YKa3asia Ha ceOs meByIKa. — 51 3Be3ma, 0 KOTOPOH Iesioch B mecHe. Pa3Be
THI €€ He CIbIan? 4 oueHb cTapanach, nogpaxas Temraomy Hapeuwuio.

Ho JlepHen HM4Yero He OTBETHI Ha 9TO. 3a HETO TOBOPHUIIa HeTaTUBHASA SHEPIrus, KOTopas MMPHUIIia B
nBuKeHue. OHa BCE KOHI[EHTPUPOBaJiach ¥ KOHLIEHTPUPOBaiach, ¥, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, IPUHSJIA BUJ
OTPOMHOT0 BUXps. 3afpokaja caMa TBEPAb, C IIOTOJIKA ITOCHINIAIACh KaMHH.

— Xopot1i1o, X0po1Io! — IPUMUPUTEIHHO 3aMaxaja PyKaMu JeByIIKa. — £ BCE pacCcKaxy, TOIbKO
yCIIOKOHCS!

— Tl'oBopu.

C 3TUM BUXPH 9HEPTUHU HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOMJICS, OH 3aCTHII HA MeCTe, KakK OUKUM XUIITHUK, TOTOBHIHM B
m060M MOMEHT COPBAThCS B aTaKy.

— HWrak, — crinoTHy Hadana geBymka. — 1 — Jlua TyBuans, ogHa U3 3BE3.

— 3Bé3g?



— [la, — xuBHyna TyBuanb. — Ecnu Tounee, To Jlau Xyiny. Bel, CMEPTHEIE, Ha3bIBaeTe HAC GOraMu.

— Boramu? — ynuBumcs JlepHei BHICOKOMEPHUIO IEBYIIKH.

OH OHMMaJI, YTO OHA U €CTh TO KOJbI0. [I71 JlepHes nogo0Hbe 0XKUBIIKME apTedaKThl OblN He B
HOBUHKY.

— Apx, THL MHe He BepHulllb, TaK? — TOIHYB HOT0M CKa3aja TyBuajb. — X0poIlo, I foKaxy Tebe, 4To
s He Bpy!

C aTtuM 0OHa MaxHyJla PYKOU U CIIy4UJIOCh 4yno0. IMEHHO 4yno, TIOCKOJIbKY HUKAK MHa4e 3TO Ha3BaThb
HeJb3s. BcsA HeraTUBHAs 9HEPrus, YTO COepKasach B OTPOMHOM KOJIMYECTBE B IIelllepe paccessnacs.
OHa npocTo npormana, Kak 6ynro 0wl €€ HUKoraa U He 6b110. [TIoHUMAs, YTO TOIBKO YTO CIIyUYUIIOCH,
JlepHel Bas B CTymnop. JTa feByIKa, Jlau TyBuanb, JeliCTBUTENIBHO OblIa MOTYyIIeCTBeHHA. Tak
IIPOCTO BCE 3TO Pa3BesaTh — Ha 3TO MOTJIM OBITH CIIOCOOHEI TOJIBKO CYIIeCTBa, YPOBHA JlepHes.

— HUTak, Th BEPHIIb TEIIePh, YTO A JOCTATOYHO CHIIbHA? — C eXUACTBOM B r0JIOCE CIIPOCHUJIa TYBI/IQJ'IB.

— XopoImo, — BCE XKe KuBHYN JlepHen. — YTo ganbiie?

— A THI HeMHOTOCJIOBEeH, fa? XopoIo. X0Th 5 ¥ CKa3asa, 4To s 60T, HO 3TO He COBCEM TakK. 1 ogHa u3
Jlau Xynny, unu 3B€3[, Kak Hac Ha3eiBaeT Ctapmuit Hapop. ITpocTo BB, CMEPTHEIE, B CBOEU
CMEePTHOM TJIYIIOCTH CuKTaeTe Hac Ooramu. Hampumep, ArapupoH u TanaTaH, C KOTOPEIMU TH YKe
BCTpeYascs, ToXKe OOHU U3 3BE3].

— U 3aueM Xe g moHagoOunca tedbe?

— Kak THI MOT y2Ke 3aMeTHUThb, C 3TUM MHPOM BCE He TakK, KaK HOJIKHO ObITh. Bce 3TH aBaHTIOPUCTHI,
IofI3eMeJIbst M MOHCTPHL. ArapuioH u TanaTaH, 9Ta IpecioByTast Mrpa 60roB, 1 BCE BO 3TO BOT. 4
X04Y BCE 3TO UCIIPABUTh.

— W pns atoro tebe HyXkKeH $, Tak?

— Ia, — kuBHyna TyBuamb. — ThI OB IPU3BaH U3 APYTOro Mupa ArapuaoHOM YTOOH CESTH 3710 U



cMmepTh. Kak gymaers, 3T0 XOpoIo?

— He Mue CYOUTH O XOpPOIIEM U IIJIOXOM.

— BepHo, — cornacunack TyBuanb. — Ho pa3Be Thl He XO04Yelllb UCIIPAaBUTLCA? Pa3Be TH He X0Yelllb
obpectu mokoi? 9 mMory gath Tebe BCE 3TO.

— 3ByYHUT 3aMaH4YMBO, — HE MOT He cornacuthbcs JlepHen. — W 4TO XKe THI IIpefiaraenis?

— C6p0€]:> OKOBEI Al"apI/IJIOHa 1 XKHWBH TdK, KaK IMIOCUYUTAEIIb HY2KHEBIM. BoT u Bcé. OcTanbHOe THI
CHOEJIa€elIllb I10 coOCTBEHHOM Bojie. f HUYero He 3acTaBlIsg0 Tebs noeiarTh.

— IIpo kakyi TeMy ThI Ienia B necHe? Benpb 9T0 OO IpefCcKa3aHue, He Tak JIu?

— Tema — 310 ThbMa. AGComIoTHOE 3710, YTO MBITAETCST BCE YHUYTOXKUThL, — Pa3Besia pyKaMmu TyBUIJIb.
— Korpa 1o ¢ He#t cTOnKHENIBCS caM, TO BCE mouMeéntb. Hanmpumep, TémHoe Hapeuwne, opuiiiaibHbIH
a3bIK [letin, Obl pugyMaH BrnactenuuaoM TeMBI cieidanbHO OIS CBOUX CITYT.

— ITo TBOMM C10BaM, g yKe caM CTall CIIyrou 3Tou ThMEL.

— Korpga-To ma, aTo 6ec coMHeHu#, — coryacuiach TyBuanb. — Ho BcrmoMHM ce0s1, pa3Be ThI CesiT 3710
TI07T KOHeI] CBoero mpasnenus? [a, Tl ObII TUPAaHOM, HO TBOM IOAMAHHbIE XKUJIK B MUPE U [IOCTaTKe.
He ObII0 BOMH, ¥ TBOSI apMUST MEPTBEIIOB CTOPOXKMUIIa IpanuIlsl UMnepun. Tebst 60sIuCh, HO U
yBaxkanu. Pa3Be 3T0 xapakTepucTuka AOGCOIOTHOTO 31a? M B KOHIle KOHIIOB THI PEIINJ YUTH, a He
IIPaBUTh BEYHO.

— W 4T0 XKe TH MpepJiaraels MHe CelaTh?

— Ilng Hauyana cnacu bepenuan u Ctapyro MMepuio oT OKKynauuu ciyraMu TanaTtaHa. O OTKPBITOR
BolHe ¢ TbMOM gyMarTh elre paHo. Ellé HyKHO 4TO-TO cAesaTh ¢ YeMIrOHaMH, IPU3BaHHBIMHI
TanatanoM. OHU Takue xke OeIHSATH, KaK U Thl. IX BEIPBA/IKX U3 POTHEIX MUPOB, YTOOBI OHU
cpazKkaJuch Ha 3Toil 0eCKOHEYHOM BOMHE 3a TOCIOf, KOTOPhEIe UM UYK[HL. A elllé Hy?KHO co0paTh BCce
Komnbua. OHY He [OJXKHBI OCTAThCS 311y .



— Yr0 3a KoJpla?

— 9ro [IyTeBoguble ApTedaKThl, OTKPHIBAIOIIME TyTh B briaxkeHHbI AMaH. ThHl 2Ke TOMHHUILb KapTy
Bepenuana? 3anagHoe nmobepexkbe TaK ¥ Ha3biBaeTCsa — mobepexbe brnaxkeHHOro AMaHa. JTo
Ha3BaHUe MOSIBUJIOCH, KOTMa TaM Bricamuiachk Benukas Apmana Ctapurero Hapoma. OHu mpuOsliy B
3TOT MUP, YTOOHI CITAaCTH €ro 0TO 371a, HO, KaK BUAMILD, Y HUX BCE IIOIIIO HE II0 IJIaHy.

— BrnaxeHnHbI AMaH — 9TO pay WU €T0 BapHalus?

— MoXHO U TaK CKa3aTb. — KuUBHYNa TyBuaIb. — AMaH — 9TO KOpojieBCTBO Crapinero Hapoga, 4To
OoKpyXkaeT bnaxeHHbM Cafl, B KOTOPHIY I10CJIE CMEPTHU OTIPAaBISIOTCA AYIIA BCEX CMEPTHHIX pac.
3eMmd, B KOTOPBIX HaXOOuTCA AMaH Ha3bIBAlOTCSI DHKBapa' TOpHa — 3amnpeTHble 3emnau. Hageiocs, g
OTBETHUIIA Ha BCE TBOU BOIIPOCHI.

— Hert, — kuBas otBeTun JlepHei. — Ho y Hac ecTh eljé MHOTO BpeMeHH Brepeu. Tak 4TO TOTOBLCSH,
JIva TyBU3JIb.

— Vx...
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