“B [leyn Mano MeCT, YTO COXPaAHUJIA CBOM MMEPBO3MaHHBIN BU[I.
U oguo u3 HUX — 9TO caf [losenutensd.” — Kcernogop

BouH cTos1 nocpeny o6LMIMPHOTO JIyTa, ellé He TPOHYTOT0 YeJI0BeKOM. BCiofy pociiy YuCThE U
HEeBHUHHEIE II0JIEBBIE I[BETHI, IIeJIU IITUIIL ¥ CHOBAJIM MeJIKe HaceKoMble. Biamu BUOHEINCh CUHHIE
TOPHI, IOKPHITEIE JIeCaM¥. BOKPYT Tak ¥ KUIIesa XKU3Hb. ITO CO3[ABaJI0 CUIbHEIA KOHTPACT C TeM
MEeCTOM, KOTOPOe BOWH IIPUBLIK HA3hIBATh CBOMM JOMOM.

— TumwuHa ¥ 6e3MATEKHOCTE.

II71s1 BOMHA CTOJIb AMBHBIN Iei3axK ObIJT B HOBUHKY. BOJIBIIYIO YacTh ero He-KU3HU OH MOT JIUIEe3PETh
JIUIIH BRIKKEHHBIE ImycToiny [Jein. TaM BCIONy LIapUIu CMEPTh U Mpak. MccylneHHble peKn
CMEHSITUCh MEPTBLIMHU JIECAMHM, Ha UCTPECKABIIENCS II0YBe HUYETO He MOTJIO PACTH, a TOPEI OBIITH
IIOKPHITH HE CHeTaMH, a KIyOsSIIUMUCS Ty4aMy MpaKa, YTO U3Beprasau u3 cebs He XKUBUTEITbHYIO
BOZIy, @ CMEPTOHOCHBIH sI, TYOSIINit BCE TO KUBOE, YTO EIII€ MOTJIO XOTh KAaK-TO BBIZKHUTh B 9TUX
IyCTOIIIaX.

Tax BOUH U CTOSITI He IIeJIOXHYBIINCH, I0Ka COJIHIIE 3TOI'0 HOBOI'O MUpa He 3alljIo 3a TOpU30HT. U
JIUIIB KOT'[la B3olla Ha HeOo OiefHONMNLAas JyHa, BOMH COABUHYIICS ¢ MecTa. OH 06paTuics B CTyCTOK
CMOJISIHOTO OBIMa U TOJIeTeN BAajib, B TY CTOPOHY, TOe, KaK eMy Ka3aJioCh, OH MOT HaWTH JII0fe, Unu
Opyrux obuTaresei 3Toro Mmupa. Pa3 eMy npefcTosizio 3meck 00UTaTh, TO OH NOIXKEH ObLT BHISICHUTD
IIpaBuUa, 10 KOTOPHIM MeCTHEIE a00pUTeHs! XKUBYT. [IpeBpamaTscsa B y2KacHOro TEMHOTO
Bractenuna cpa3y ke OH He X0Tesl. CriepBa OH IOXKHUBET A5 ce0s, TOCMOTPUT Ha 9TOT MUD I'Jla3aMu
00BIYHOT0 CMePTHOT0. HUKTO eIllé He 3HAJI 0 ero IOSIBJIEHUY, ¥ BOUH XOTeJl CII0JIHa HaClaguThCs
MUDPOM U UOUIIIHEH.

JIVIIb K TTOJIyHOYU BOMH CMOT ITPUMETUTD BOanu HEOOMbIIoe moceyenue. ITo OblIa TI0CKas
IepeBeHbKa, ceMeil Ha cTo, He 6onee. Cetyac Oblla yKe MO3[HSS HOYb, @ IIOTOMY KpoMe
HEMHOTOYMCJIEHHOT0 OTIOTYeHNUs Ha YIullaX HUKOro He ObU10. Kpyrom cTosia TUIINHA, U JIUIIb
M3pefKa MblYyalId KOPOBHl B CBOUX XJIEBaX.

BouH CITyCTHIICS K CaMbIM KpHIIIIaM JOMOB. Bo Mpake HOYM HUKTO HE MOT €r0 3aMETHUTh.
BHMMAaTEILHO OCMOTPEB OKPYTY, OH MOT IIOHSITh, YTO Miejia Y 9TOW NePEeBHH IIJIK BeChbMa X0poIro. B
ambapax OBIIO MHOT'O 3€pHA ¥ COJIOMEI, TOMa He BRITJISOEH 00BEeTIIaBIIUMU. M Jaxke OmoTYeHne
XO[IUJIO He C CaMOMeIbHEIMU KOCAMH, a C HACTOSIIUME KOIIbSIMH.

OmHaKo, OT ero B3TJIsAda He CMOTJIM CKPBITHCS JIIONM, MPSAUyIIrecs B TeHIX. OHU OKPYXKUITU NePEBHIO
10 TIEPUMETPY, B35IB €r0 B CBoeoOpa3Hyio ocany. be3 coMHeHUl 3TO ObIIA pa300MHUKH, TOTOBSLIAECS
HaIacTh Ha lepeBeHbKY. HeMHOr oYK CIEHHOE OMOTYeHNe HUYEro He MOTJIO C 9TUM ITOfeaTh, a
IIOTOMY B CKOPOM BpPeMEeHHM 3TOW HOYBIO PAa3bIrPAEeTCs HACTOSINAs JApama.



OpHaKo BOMH He coOMpasics BMEIIMBATLCS B 9TO KpoBaBoe coObITHe. OH ocTaHeTCss 0€3MOJIBHEIM
HabIomaTeneM, MOJTYaJIvBO CMOTPSIIAM Ha TO, Kak OymyT rubHyTh mogu. [ToMoraTh mepeBHe ceryac
OBLJIO TJIYII0O — TaK F'OBOPUJI €T0 OMBIT. Y 3TUX Pa300MHUKOB BHE COMHEHUH Oblna 6a3a, rae
CKPHIBAJINCh UX TOBapuIlu. M ecnu yiienmre Ha pa30oii He BEPHYTHLCS, TO Ha iepeBHI0 OyneT
COBEPIIIEHO eIll€ OOHO HallafieHue, TOIbKO OHO OyneT B pa3bl yKacHel U KpoBaBel, BeOb Pa300MHUKHU
OymyT He rpaOuTh, @ MCTUTh 3a MMABIIKUX TOBAPHILEH. MOKHO OBIIIO OCTAaThCS U XKOATh UX, HO ¥ BOMHA
Ha Pa300MHUKOB OBLIIY CBOY IIJIAHHI.

B HOuwM mocbimancs 601e3HeHHBN KPUK. KOMy-TO U3 OIIOTYeHHS IIepepe3ay ropjo. 3aTeM eme, u
emé. Tak, MIaHOMEPHO, Pa300MHUKY MTPOIBUTAJIUCE TI0 IepeBHe, yOuBast BCeX Ha CBOEM myTu. OHU
Maxe He MoIaauIu pe6EHKa, MaIbYHUIIKY JIET OECSITH, KOTOPHIA BHIIIEI B TyalleT.

Y BOT, Cc maTpyngaMu OBIIO TIOKOHYEHO, a Bce pa300MHUKY coOpaIuCch Ha T7IaBHOM MJIOIMIaAN TIepe]
IOMOM JIePEBEHCKOT0 CTapOCTH. MMeHHO ceityac HauHETCS BCE Becenbe. C KpUKaMHU U BOTLISIMU
Pa300MHUKY Havyalk BIIaMBIBATLCS B [IOMa XKHUTeJIel, BEITOHSS o0uTaTe el Ha miouaas. Beex, KTo
OKa3bIBAJI COIPOTUBIIEHNE OHU NEMOHCTPATUBHO YOUBAIHU ¥ BCeX Ha ria3aX. OCTaTKu OMOTYeHUS
ObLTH YOUTHI, BCe M0 ogHOT0. CaMoe CHUJIbHOE COIIPOTHBIIEHNE OKa3all MECTHEIN Ky3HeII.
BoopyXuBIIKCH MEYOM, OH CyMeJl PaHUTh HECKOJIbKUX OaHAUTOB, HO OB 3acTpesieH u3 yka. CTpena
yrofuia eMy B KHBOT, @ IOTOMY OH OBIJT 00peyY€H Ha Me[JIeHHYI0 U My4YUTEeIbHYI0 CMEPTE, a
pa3b0oMHUKY, TOHUMAS 3TO, HE CTallk ero JoOuBaTh.

BowH cMOTpern 3a 9TUM [IeHCTBOM C KPHIIIKM Ky3HU — CAMOT'0 BHICOKOTO 3[laHus B mepeBHe. OH
MOJT4aJl, ¥ JINIIE IIPo cebst 0TMedan Te omuOKY, KOTOpPhle coBepianu 6aHauTh. OH He coOupasncs
BMEIIMBATLCS, JaXKe KOT{a Pa3ropsSYuBIIAecs pa300MHUKY HayaIu HaCHUJIOBATh JEBYIIEK IPSIMO Y
BCEX Ha rja3ax. BouH He OB 671aTOPOIHEIM PHITAPEM, KOTOPHEIM KMHETCS BCeX 3amuuiaTh. OH ObLT
TémHBIM Brageikoii, YymOBUINEM, YbH PYKH I10 JIOKOTh B KPOBH.

A pa36oMHUKY TeM BpeMeHeM IIPOAOJIKaiy 3BepCcTBOBaTh. OHU I'pabumny u youBanu Ha 1moTexy cebe.
K paccseTy u3 xutejeu qepeBHU B XKUBHIX €f1Ba JIM 0CTajlach I10JIOBUHA.

Pa30oiHuKY YUK K MongH0. Ho Jaxe HaCHITUBIIKMCH CTPAlaHUSIMU MECTHOTO JTI0fla, OHHU ITOM0KT TN
BCce aM0apkl, a CKOT 3apyOusnu. OHUM CKHUTANIM BCe CITaCUTENIbHbIE MOCTHL ISl JepeBHU, oOpeKast
BBIKMBIINX Ha TOJIOOHYIO CMEPTh.

BouHn He cTan cMOTPeTh Ha TO, Kak IIPOCTOM JIIOI Hadall OIlJlakKMuBaTh MOTUOIIKNX. BMecTo aToro oH
o0paTusICcs YEPHEIM BOPOHOM | TIOJIeTEN BCel 3a pa30oiHuKaMu. Te Iy 10 TOPHOU TPOIe, CTapon
¥ IaBHO 3apociiedt 6ypbsiHoM. K cepeqirHe OHS OHU AOIUIM [0 HEIIPHMETHOTO U II0JTy3aTOIIEHHOT O
rpora. [Ipoias 1mo HeMy, OHM OKa3a/IiCh B II0J3eMeNbe, KOTOPOe SIBHO OTHOCUIIOCH K KPETIOCTH,
IIOCTPOEHHOE B ropax. 3aMecTo 0OBIYHOM JBEepH, TaM Oblna MoTalHas, C TUIeBOM CTOPOHHI CoellaHHas
B BUJIe KaMHs. Tak e€ OBIJIO IOYTH HE OTIMYHUTh OT CTEHH], 0COOEHHO B TEMHOM T'POTE.



BouH ke 061€TeN CKaly U JUIe3pell CTapylo KPermoCTh, CTOSIBIIYIO B HEOOJIBIION TOPHOM JOJIUHE.
HeBmaneke MuMo Heé mposerasa gopora. M mo eé cocTosTHUI0 ObII0 BUAHO, YTO I0JTb30BAJIHUCH €10
IOBOJILHO YacTO. MecTo st pa30oiHUYLETo jJareps ObI0 BEIOPaHo ugeanbHoe. OHKM HE TOIBKO
MOTJIM HallaJaTh Ha MECTHEIE IePEeBHHU, HO ¥ TPa0KUTh KapaBaHHI, IIPOXOMASIINEe Yepe3 9TOT TOPHEIH
mmepesar.

Kaxk BouH u OyMall, B KPDEIIOCTHU paS60fIHHKOB XKOaJlu uX TOBAPHUIIIHU, KOUX OBITI0 naxe Oosblle, yeM
HalladaBHIIXMX HAd OEPEBHIO. PYKOBOI[I/IJ'I WMHU CTAaTHHIHA MYyZXK4YWHAa JIET COPOKa. W oH OB SIBHO BeChMa
COCTOATENIbHBIM, ITOCKOJIBKY XOOUJI B OfeXKnaX, He CBOMCTBEHHBIX IIPOCTOMY pa3601?1H1/1Ky. 3a HUMHU
SIBHO KTO-TO CTOSJI. IHaue Obl OHU He OBIIN CTOJIb PaCIIyTHBEIMU.

BowH npucen Ha KPHIIIY HOHKOHA U CTaJl BCIYIIMBATHCS B Pa3roBOPH Pa300MHUKOB.

— Xa-xa-xa! CerogHs MHI CIaBHO IIOBECEIUIINCE!

— [la, Ta meBKa Oblna TaKOM Y3KOM.

— IocMmoTpH, KaKoe KOJIeYKO ObII0 ¥ TOM cTapoi 6abku B CyHAYKe. DTO XKe KeMuyT!

— A TIOYEM THI 3HAEIIb, YTO 3TO KEMUYT?

— 4 K MasbI[oM y MOpS KUJI — Ha MHOTHe 6oraTcTBa HacMoTpesicsi. BoT MeHs B pa300ii ¥ MOTAHYJIO!

Pas3roBopsl IpPOCTOr0 OTPENbsl BOMHA Majlo HHTEPeCOBaJIU, a IOTOMY OH IIOAJIeTel K OKHY TOHKOHA.
910 OB MMYHBEIN KaOMHET riiaBaps Pa300MHUKOB.

— ...IIPOABUT'AETCA COTJIaCHO IIJIaHy, — OOKJIaAbIBAJI I'JIaBapPIo OMHOTJIa3bIl CTapHukK. — M=l YXe
JOCTATOYHO IIOCEATIN Xa0Ca B OKPECTHLEIE 3€MIIN. CKOpO Bamnvon gonxen OTpEearupoBaTh. Torma-To
MEHI...

— He Topomnuch, — nepebu ero riaBapb. — BanmoH MOXKET U OTpearupyeT, HO caM OH CIofia He
SIBUTCS. B mocnenHee BpeMsi OH BOOOIIIE 3aMOK He MTOKHUIAET.

— Torma 4To HaM HenaTh?



— IIpopomxuM rpabuTh U yOUBaTh, — C YCMEILIKOM CKa3a I'maBapb. — [[apHU 9TOTO TONBKO U XOTSIT.
Mycop.

— Xo4eTcs MHe IIOCMOTPETh Ha MX JIMIla, KOT'Ha UX BCEX B PpaCXo[ IIyCTAT.

Ha sToM 0OHM 3710Bellle pacCMesIuCh. BB UX CMeX 0YeHb HENPUSTHEIM U THYCHBEIM Ha CIIyX. Tak
OOBIIEHHO CMEIOTCA [IellIEBbIe IPUXBOCTHY, BO3OMHHUBIINE, YTO Y HUX €CTh XOTh TOJIMKA BlIacTH. Boun
MOT JIMIIb THXO ITOCMEUBATHCS C 3TOT0 Mapaja raymioB. YTo OBIIH], YTO MACTYXU OBLIM U3 OJHOTO
TecTa. A BOUH OB BOJIKOM, TOTOBUBIIIENCS IPOTJIOTUTD UX BCex 0e3 ocTaTKa. C 3TUMU MBICTIIMU BOUH
B3MaxHYJI KPEUIbSIMU U yeTel B Topsl. OH 6yneT BHUMaTeIbHO HaOMoaTh 3a OKPYTroM, a HOuYblo... A
HOYBIO 3TH TJIYNIE Y3HAIOT, KaK IHUIIETCS CI0BO Af.

ok

ToHel ¢ TOKJIOHOM BOIIEN B KabuHeT. [Tomumo Jlopma JIuTuaHa u capa BanuoHa B HEM coOparsicst BeCh
KOMaH[IHBIN COCTaB. Bce oHU cumeny 3a GOIBIIAM CTOJIOM, Ha KOTOPOM JiexKaJja MmoapoOHas KapTa
okpecTHOCTel TapHa. Ha KapTe yKe CTOSIJIO C IeCSTOK KPACHHIX (JIazkKKOB, a OMHUH BePTEJ B PyKax
¢sp Bamuos.

— Cnasa Crapoui UMnepuu! — 1o yctaBy IOIPUBETCTBOBAJI BCEX [OHEL].

EMy OTBE4YaJll HETEPIIEJINBEIMA KHBKaMH. 9TOro roHila OHM XOaly IOYTH IEIBIY JeHb.

— Yto TaM? — HeTepmenuBo cupocun Jlopa Jlutuas.

— OTBeuaro Ha Borpoc Jlopma — mepeBHsT KapHac pa3rpabneHa! Bosblile MOTOBUHEI XKUTENEN YOUTO
WU B3sTO B IieH! Beck CKOT 3apy6iieH, a aMOaphl COXKXKEeHHI!

— IlpoknsaTtee! — He coepxancs Jlopn JIutraH.

— W TOor0 — MEeBATh... — 3aAyMUYKBO IPoU3HEC cap Banmuon. — U Bce psmoM co CtapeiM KpsizkeM.

— THI BCE elIé CUUTAEIIb, YTO OHYU 3acey B 3a0POIeHHON KpenocTH bapya? — yCIIOKOUBIINCH
crapocun Jlopa JIutuas.



— BeposiITHOCTh 9TOTO BeNMKa, — KUBHYI €3 BamuoH. — 9To camoe ymoOHOe MecTo. M camoe
JIOTHYHOe.

— Ho MBI yKe mochIIamy TyJa pa3BeIYUKOB, — IIOHAJI I'0JI0C OOUH U3 KOMaHAUPOB. — OHU HUYETro He
oOHapyxkumu. TaM HET gaxke MOHCTPOB, CBOMCTBEHHLIX 3a0POIIEHHBIM PyHHAM.

— OTO MeHS ¥ HaCTOpPaXKUBaeT...

— Bamuosn, — ycTtano ckasan Jloppa JIuTuad. — 9Ta KPenocTh MPoKisATa. KpoMe mpu3pakoB TaM
HUKOT'0 OOJIbIIIE HET.

— Ho s Bcé elné HacTauBalo, YTO MHI IOTXKHEI 00CJIeIoBaTh 9TO MeCTO 00Jiee TIIATEeNbHO.

— O 6oru MunoctuBble! — mopaxeH4ecku npoTsanuyn Jlopa JIutuan. — Pa3 TH Tak Xouellsb... JIagHo,
yépT ¢ HuM. Cobupai oTpsp. [lawo Tebe mATh mHEeW. Ecnu 3a mSITh JHEH ThH TaM HUYEro He Haldels,
TO MBI BO3bMEM B 00pabOTKy BepcHuio KanuTaHa KaparTa.

— Cnasa Crapou Umnepuu!

C sTuMHM cJI0BaMHU BaroH mokuHy KabuHeT. M CTOMITIO 3aXJIONHYTLCS ABepH, Kak Jlopn JIuTuaH
yCTaJIo OMyCTHIICS B CBOE Kpecyo. [y0oKre MOPIIUHLL Ha ero uile OyOTo ObI 02KUIH ¥ 3aUTPaId CO
CBETOM OT JIaMnajf, oT4ero jauIio Jlopaa crano einé 6oee HEMPUTIISITHBIM.

— Murnoppn, — obpaTuics K Jlopay JIuTuaHy OguH U3 KalUTaHOB. — BEI IEMCTBUTEILHO CUUTAETE,
4YTO C3p BanuoH 4To-TO 06HAPYXKUT B KPEIIOCTH?

Ha sTu cioBa Jlopn MOr JIUIIL B3OOXHYTE.

— Kpenocts Bapya Oplia TpOKJISiTa YepPHOKHUXKHUKOM IecToro Kpyra emé no Benukoit Boinbl, —
Jloprp JIuTuaH ornsigesl CBOUX MOMYMHEHHBIX. — HUYTO XKUBOe He MOXKET TaM 00UTaTh, BH 3TO U 6e3
MeHd 3Haete. [louemy g otmipaBus Banuona tynma? I1ycTs pa3BeeTcsi, OH CIMIIKOM AOJITO IIPOCULET
0e3 mena. YIIOKOUT Mapy NpUBEeNeHN U BEPHETCS Ha3ag.

— Munopg, Torga 4To HaM JejaTh?



— {1 cKIOHSIOCH K Bepcuu KanmuTtaHa KapaTta, — Jlopn JIuTuaH 3agyM4uBO TIOTTIAOHUIT CBOIO Gopoay. —
Y HamafaBIIKWX HET MOCTOSTHHOTO Nareps. OHK epeMeIaioTCs 10 OKpyTe, Tpads 6ru3nexaline
nepeBHu. CKOpee BCero UX mociaia Kamucus 4ToO IPOBEPUTD ITOYBY IIEPEN CKOPHIM BTOPXKEHUEM.

— Ho uTo, ecnu Kpenocts bapya BIsg€TCS JIOBYIIKOU?

— Y Kanucuu HET HM OJHOTO0 Mara Imectoro Kpyra, — nmokadan rosnosou Jlopg Jlutuan. — Ho BoT uTO
g gyMmaro... Bel Bce mpekpacHO 0CBefoMJIEHH 0 cuyie Banuona. Eciu yK KTO ¥ MOXET UCCIeN0BaTh
KPEeNoCTh, TO TOJIBKO OH.

— Munopn, Brl uMeeTe BBUy CTapUHHYIO 0allKy 0 COKPOBHILAX, CIIpATaHHEIX B Bapya?

— HMmMmenHo, — kuBHYyI Jlopg Jlutuad. — B rpsaayiuen BovHe ¢ Kanucuen 9T COKPOBHUILA OKaXyT HaM
OombIroe mopcnopke. ECmi, KOHEYHO, OHKM TaM eCTh.

)%k

BeuepoM TOro ke mHS B KOMHATY rjlaBaps Pa300MHUKOB OYKBaIbHO BOPBAJICS OIHOIIA3bIA CTAPHUK.
[To omHOMY CYACT/IMBOMY JIMIy CTApHKa I'JIaBaph IOHSJI, YTO OH IPUHEC BeChbMa BaXKHbEIe HOBOCTH.

— YTo0 TaM? — CIIPOCUJI IIOJIyCOHHBIU TJlaBaphb.

— Hamr ocBemoMuTeNnh TOMLKO YTO Iepenarn, 4YTo BanuoH 3aBTpa MoKuaaeT TapH U HAIlPaBIISEeTCs
IpsAMO croma!

OT TaKuX HOBOCTEH Y TJlaBapsi COHJIUBOCTH IIPOTIaia caMa co6oil. BCKOUMB ¢ KPOBATH, OH MOJOIIET K
CTOJIy, Ha KOTOPOM JiexKaJjia mofpo6Hast KapTa OKPECTHOCTEN.

— CKOJIBKO C HUM OymeT mogen?

— IJTO0 0Ka HeM3BEeCTHO, HO He MEHbIIe ABaAIaTH.

— Tak, — Ha MTHOBEeHUE 3aiyMaJics riIaBapb. — [eCsATh ero MOJUYMHEHHBIX, C KOTOPHIMU OH IIPUOBIT B



TapH, 1 elle ¢ OecsATOK aBAaHTIOPHUCTOB U3 [UIbOuK. DTO BCE B MpeeliaX 0XkKumaeMoro. JIOBYIIKY
TOTOBBEI?

— Bce npuBeneHuss HAKOPMIIEHH KPOBLIO, — Ha JIMIle CTapWKa 3acHsiia Tydye3apHas yiabeOka. — Ecmu
OH He OymIeT IpefebHO OCTOPOXKEH, TO UX C JTUXBOU XBATHT.

— WTax, TH U 5, IATh AECITKOB 0TOPOCOB U JIOBYLIKM — BCE roToBo! OT TapHa no bapya nBa oHS
nyTu. Xopoiio. O4ens xopouro! I'0TOBE mapHen.

— Cnyuatocs!

Korpa cTapuk mMOKWHYJI KOMHATY, TJIaBaphb CEJI B KPECIIo PSAoM o cTojIoM. OH GBI CITUIIKOM
BO30yXKIEH YTOOHI JIOKUTECS CIIAaTh. 3aKMHYB HOTY Ha HOTY, OH IIPUHSJICS B MBIC/ISIX IIEPECUUTHIBATD
BCE TO 30JI0TO, KOTOPOE MY 3aIIaTAT 3a royioBy Banmuona. OT 3TOr0 Ha ero juie cama co0ou
PacCTsAHyNIach Tynas yaeibka. M OH He 3aMeTHUJI BOPOHA, YTO BCE 9TO BpeMs CHMeN y OKHa.
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