Ha Kpelllie MHOT03TazkKHOT'O OTEJISI, YTO PACIIOJIOKUICS B IieHTpe OyIOKH, CTOSIT YeJI0BEK, OIUpPasiCh
CIIMHOM 0 TIepuJia y caMoro Kpas. JIeTKuil BeTepoK Tpemas ero cepebpucThie U3-3a CBETa JYHEI
BOJIOCHI ¥ 3aCTaBJISLJI MUAXKAK [IeJIOBOT'0 KOCTIOMA TO U [eJI0 paCKPHIBAThCs. B3rnsy ke ero ObI
yCTpPeMJIEH BBEPX, Ha MOJIHYIO JIYHY, YTO OKPOILJIsiiia POBHEIM CBETOM 3TO MeCTO. MecTo cKoporo 6os.

— Bcé-taku 310 THI, Bepcepkep, — BHIHAS U3 TEHW HAICTPOUKH, CIIOKOMHO TPOMOIBUT [lupamaiif.
Heropsituii B 0OTBET BOIIPOCUTEIFHO HAKJIOHUII T'OJIOBY, ITepeBe[s B3I CepeOpHCTHIX T1a3 Ha
Jlancepa. — 4 Hapgesncs Ha mpuxopn Celibep. BymeT nmevyanbHO, €Cliy HAIll C HeX 00 He TTOTyYuT
CBOET0 3aBepIICHHS.

— IT0 BOMHA, — IepecTaB MMOAMUPATh ITepuila, Ipou3Hec bepcepkep. B eqBa 3aMeTHOM BCIIHIIIKE
KOCTIOM Ha HEM CMEHHUJICS yKe BUIeHHBIMHU JIaHCepoM KeJIe3HRIMU [oClieXaMy IpakoHoOopIIa, a B
PYKax MOSIBUJTUCE... IBa KOMbs. OOHO MIMHHOE, C KPECTOBUIHKIM HaKOHEYHUKOM, U IPYT0e KOPOTKOE,
C JTUCTOBBIM.

— Ecnu T TakKuM 00pa30M X04elb IOAOaThCs MHE, TO JTy4lile OPOCh 9Ty 3aTel0 cpaldy, — TIKEJ0
OOPOHMUII CTABIIKH Bpa3 XMypeIM [InapMaiin. ETo mpoTUBHUK HUYEr0 He CKa3asl. BMecTo 3TOro oH
OTBeJI HOTY Ha3afl, CTaHOBSICh K JlaHCepy O0OKOM, ¥ HallpaBUJI OCTPHE IJIMHHOTO KOIIbS B €T0 TPY[b,
KOpPOTKOe ke 6epsi 00paTHBIM XBAaTOM U HAIPaBIsAs OCTPHUEM B BO3OYX.

— Buxy, THl cepre3eH. B TakoM ciydae... — C TSKeJIBIM B3moxoM, JlaHcep npuHsI 60eByi0 CTOMKY. —
4, Duapmaiin Ya [IynOxHe, TpUHUMAIO TBOM BEI30B!

Onu 3amepnu. Ha cekyHIy, BTOPYI0, TPeThio... Ho ¢ mepBEIM BuxpeM 0Co60 CHIBHOTO IMOPHIBa BeTpa
YCTPEMUNKCH Ha 3alpefebHOM /s YeJl0BeKa CKOPOCTH APYT K Apyry. TouHee, ycTpeMuics JlaHcep,
B TO BpeMs Kak Bepcepkep, MPUBHIKIINY IEPBHIE X0 OTOABATh IIPOTUBHUKY, JTUIIIb TIOBTOPHUIT 32 HUM
[BUXKEHUE.

[TepBriit BeITTaf ObIT 3a [luapmaitmoM. Bocmionb30BaBIIMCh TEM, YTO KOPOTKOE KOIhE MPOTHBHUKA
OBLIO B HEYHOOHOM [IJI5T UCIIOJTb30BAHUS MTOJI0OKEHUH, OH yoapui ['3if [IMproM TOYHO B CTHIK 3aKPHITHIX
IOCIIEXOB, B TO XK€ BpeMs C moMolIeio ['91 Bylige oTBoOsd OT TpyAu AIMHHOE KOnbeé Heropsimero.

Ka3zamnocs OB, MeanbHO COBEPIIEHHEIH yHoap, OQHAKO B MMOCIIeTHIE MOMEHT Bepcepkep pe3ko
TIOBEPHYJICS BOKPYT CBOEH OCH, U3-3a YeTr0 MECTO yapa CMeCTHUIIOCh CO CTHIKA Ha 3aKPHIBAOIIYI0
JKUBOT IJIACTHHY. JIe3Bre KPaCHOTO KOIIbS JIUIIh OECCHUIIBHO MPOIIIIOCH 110 XKejie3y, OCTaB/IsAsS Ha TOM
HEPA3TUYUMYI0 CPeO¥ MHOXKECTBA [IPYTUX I[apanuHy.

Heropsimmii 1 He qyMan IpeKpallaTh OBUXKeHUe U 00Jjiee TOTO, OH CTajl IpucefaTh, crubasi pyky C
KOPOTKHUM KOITbeM, OTYETO €T0 HAaKOHEYHHUK, JOCele HaXOMUBIIUKICS Y T1JIeYa, CTal IOJHUMAThCS BCE
BBIIIIE, TPO3S IT0 OKOHYAHHUIO PA3BOPOTa IPOTKHYTH [uapMauny xkuBot. U JlaHcep, He OyOb TypakoM,
3TO TIOHSJ ¥ IPUHSI HauboJiee IIpaBUIbHOE pellleHNe B JaHHOU CUTyallid — Pa3phIB AUCTAHIIUM.

OpHako B HAYBIO MTEPBBIM pa3MeH yaapaMu He npoiiesn. Cuio uCTUHY [Iuapmaiif 0co3Hall, Korga
II0YYBCTBOBAJI JIETKUU XOJIOM B pallOHe XKMBOTA, @ CKOCUB B3TJISAM, YBUAEI, YTO OT I0sgcCa A0 MyIKa TaM
KpacoBajlach TOHKAs KpacHas NMuHUs. M Bpome ObI COBEPILIEHHO MyCTSIKOBAS ISl CIIYTH PaHa, efiBa



3aeBIIasd KOXY, OOTHAKO HpeﬂaTeHBCKI/IfI XO0JIOA TOBOPHII, YTO OTHOCHUTHECA K 3TOMY CIIYyCTS PYKaBa He
CTOHUT.

— Mopo3Hble Kombsi? — [[napMaiifi akKypaTHO IIPOBEJI 110 PaHe OCTPHeM CBOEro KOIibsl, yorupas
YyXKepOoAHYyI0 Maruio. — Y HacTosmme focrnexu. A Tl 04eHb Cephe3HbIN IPOTUBHUK.

Y BHOBB CIIyrd COPBaJUCh HABCTPeUy Apyr Apyry. OouH yaap, O9ThM, 0eCIThd, HUKaKUX Pa3roBOpOB,
HUKAKUX CJIOB, IUIIb 3BYK CTAJIKUBAIOIIET0CS OPYKUS U OBICTPHIX, HO TUXUX IIaroB. CKOJIBKO IJIUIICS
3ToT 60#? OHU U caMU He 3HaJIM, Be[b KaXK/blll BEIKJIaABIBAJICS Ha MONHYI0. OmHAKO MPU BCEM UX
MacTepCTBe, IPU BCEX UX XapaKTePUCTUKaX, OHU He MOTJIM IIPEB30MTH APYT Apyra. IlycTh
Heropsimui mpepocxonuit [lnapMaiifia B XapaKTepPUCTHUKAX, HO JIaHCcep ObLT Kyda JTydIie B
oOpallleHuy C TaPHBIMU KOMbSIMH, M3-3a YeT0 Y HUX COXPAHSIJICS MTOTHENIITNN TapUuTeT.

[Touemy Bepcepkep Guiics MUIIH C IOMOIIBIO KOTIHH, I0YeMy He UCII0JIb30Bajl HUKAKUX YII0BOK
Hanopmo0ue 0TPaBIEHHOTO KMHXKama? [ToueMy He IOJIb3yeTCs CTOb OUEBUIHEIMU ITPEUMYIIECTBAMU?
JlaHcep He 3Ha OTBETa Ha 3TU BOIIPOCHI.

B cBo10 ouepenn OTBETH OBLIM He CTOJb YK U CI0KHBIMU. BClo cBOI0 XKu3HL Heropsumii 3aHuMarncs
JIUIIb OJHUM [IeJIOM — CpaXKeHUsIMU. Y 1o mpaBy CYUTAs CBOM HABHIKKM HOCTATOYHO BHICOKUMHU IS
TTPOTUBOCTOSTHUS JTII060MY ITPOTUBHUKY. [laxke 3epeTy BO BpeMst UxX 005 3alaBUII €T0 IIPEBOCXOMSIIeH
CUJION, HO HUKAK He MaCTepCTBOM.

B T0 ke BpeMsi, 30paHHEI MepTBell He Obls1 ropaenioM. EMy BooO1ile He Oblla M3BeCTHA TOPIBIHS, a
TIOTOMY OH CITOKOWHO IPHUHSJ TOT HaKT, YTO B YUCTOM YMEeHUU [luapMaiif] y HETO BHIUTPEIBAET.
[TpUHSIT ¥ PEIInsI, YTO UMEET CMBICIT CPA3UThCS C ITPEBOCXOISIIUM B YMEHHHU ITPOTUBHUKOM Ha €ro
XKe ToJIe.

Be3 comHeHUs1, He caMblii 671aropa3yMHBIN IIOCTYIIOK, KOTOPHIM, OMHAKO, OB CO BCEH TIATEIbHOCTHIO
o0myMaH ¥, IOMKUMO yXKe 3asBIEHHOM MPUYHHEI, KUMeJI ellle OOHY 1IeJlb — PACKPHITHE BO3MOXKHBIX
Ko3bIpel Jlancepa. Tak:ke CTOUT YIIOMSIHYTb, YTO YOUBATD, IPEICTABLCS TAKOM CITy4ai, KOIEeHIIuKa
OH He cTaJs Obl, BeOb 3TO 03HAYAJIO BO3BPAllleHHEe CTOIPOLIeHTHOM 60eBoi GpopMel Ceiibep.

— Bbrnarogapio, — pa3phiB AUCTAHILUH C LIeJIbi0 OBICTPOM IePEebIIKY 1 TPUKUAKHY CIIeTyIOIINX
NEeVCTBUY 03HAMEHOBAJICSA TPETHUM CII0BOM Heropsiuero 3a BCIO 3Ty HOYb.

— 3a 4T0? — HEeCKOJIbKO yOUBUBIINCH cripocui Jlancep. — ThL... YTO X0Tes cka3aTh JIaHCep 0CTanoch
HEU3BECTHHIM, 100 B CIIEOYIOUINI MUT Y2KaCHBIM TPOXOT IOTJIOTUII JTII0Oble 3ByKU. OTeNb, KPhHIlla
KOTOPOT'0 CTaja Ojisl HUX CB0eoOpa3HOM apeHoi, 1ol aKKOMIIaHEMEHT B3PLIBOB CTaJl CKJIagbIBaThCS,
CJIOBHO KAPTOYHBIMA JOMMK, TOMHUMAsi MHOTOMETPOBLIE KJTYOHI ITBITH B BO3OYX.

He TpaTs BpeMs Ha pa3fgyMbsi, CITyTU TYT 2Ke IEPELIIN B CBOU acTpabHble POPMEI, TEM CaMbIM
3ammias ce0sl OT y4acTH 0OKa3aThCs oM 06JI0MKaMH, OHAKO AabHEeHIIne Ux IeiCTBUS
Pas3IuYaIUCh.



Heropsimumit IpoCcTO NEPENPHITHYI Ha COCeJHee 30aHue, 0Cye 4ero, 6poCKUB IOCIeTHUN BT/ Ha
yKe pyxHyBIIee 3JaHue, a6l yOemguThCs B COXPaHEHUH XKU3HM [[uapMalifia, yIIea ¢ MecTa B3pHIBa.

Cam xe JlaHCep ¥ He OyMall yXOOUTh OTCIOfA, Be[b I'Tle-TO B 00JI0MKax OCTaJICS ero MacTep CO CBoe
HeBeCTOU. 2KMBOY, KaK yKa3blBajla CBSI3b MacTep-CIyra, HO HeBPeAUMEIH u? A eC/Iu U HEBPEeIUMBIH,
TO Beb TYT I'Tle-TO ellle HOIKeH OBITh TOT, KTO 3TO BCE YCTPOUII U, C YUETOM 3TOTO PaKTopa,
0e30macHOCTh MacTepa HaxOnUIach IOf el1e 00blIel yITPo30H.

Ho Tak unu wHave, HOYb MPOOOJIXKAJIach, a 60i OBIIT 3aKOHYEH.

)%k

¢ BHOBB IIPHUINEN K TOU 3a0erasoBKe UK, KaK KX Ha3bIBalOT MECTHHIE, paMeHHOM. C MOMeHTa
IIPOIIIJIOTO TIOCEIIEHUS 3[[eCh HUYET0 He U3MEHHUIIOCh — BCE Ta JKe KpacCHas IIMpMa, Bce Ta XKe
CTOMKA CO CTY/bSIMU IIepe] HEeM, BCE TOT Ke HU3KUU CTApUK U IIOJTHOE OTCYTCTBUE ITOCETUTENEN
KpOMe MeHS.

— 4 Tak u 3HaJ, YTO BHI ellle 3aiifleTe, — 1 BCE TOT JKe CKPUILy4Hnil ronoc. — [ToHpaBUIach MOS
CTpSANHA?

— IMoxarny#, Tak, — C BEIIOXOM ITpHU3HANCs. — MHe... — U X0TeJl s OBIJIO coefaTh 3aKa3, Kak Pe3kKo
3aMoyarl.

— O! PameHHHas, maBaii 3aiineM, BenbBeT! — 1 mpuunHa Obla B 061aaTesie 3TOro MOIIHOI'O I'0JI0ca.

— WckaHpgep, nocToil! — HY U U3-3a 3TOTO TOXKE.

B 3a6erasoBKy, OTOIBUHYB LIUPMY, 3l ABOE. PHIKWI HaKauyaHHBIA 3T[OPOBSIK B TEMHO-CHUHUX
IMTaHax u 6esIoi Maiike, re OblIy M300PakeHbl BCe KOHTHHEHTH, IIONePeK KOTOPBIX HAalTKMCAHO YTO-
TO Bpode «3aBoeBaHKe Mupa». MckaHmep, IpencTaBUTelNb Kiacca Paumep.

A psimoM ¢ HUM, IPAaKTUYECKHU TEPSISICh B €r0 TEHU U aype Xapu3Mbl, CTOSII er0 MacTep, BerBep
BenbBet. Ceriuac, B OTJIMYME OT CTHIYKY Ha CKJlafaX, OJIy4YUJIOCh Pa3raafeTh ero Iyylie.
HeBriCOKMiI TEMHOBOJIOCHIM 1 3€JIEHOTIa3bll MapPHUIIKA JIET 371aK BOCEMHaIaTH-NeBATHAAIIATH.
OpeTrili B 3eTIeHBIN CBUTED, Oelyio pyOallKy C MOBSI3aHHBIM Ha Ilee TaJICTYKOM M YepHble OPIOKH, OH,
KakK yxe ObIIO 3aMe4YeHO0, COBEPIIEHHO TEPSICS Ha (OHE CBOETO OTPOMHOI0O CITyTH.

— Oy, — youBNIeHHBIN BO3TJIac BEIpBaJics U3 Palimepa, OmHAKO B ra3ax youBIeHUs He Ob1o. OH
3HaJ, 4TO S TYT.

— B-6-0epc... — a BOT mapHUIIIKa MOeMY NIPUCYTCTBUIO YIUBUICS U CUJIbHO. Tak, YTO 3aUKaThCS
Hayas U efBa He 0003Bajl MeHS Ha BCIO YJIUIY 10 Kjaccy, Ho MckaHep BOBpeMs IPUKPHLT €r0 POT
PYKOM.



— Bort Tak BcTpeya, Heropsimuii! — rpoMoriacHo mpoBo3riiacuil Paiiep, pafoCTHO OCKAIUBILIUCh.
XOTst OCKaJs 9TO [JIsl APYTHUX, A/ HETO XkKe BIIOJHEe eCTeCTBeHHas ybi0OKa. — Hafielocs, Thl He TPOTHUB
XOpoIIed KOMIIAaHUU? — CIIPOCHUII OH, ITOJCaXKMBAsICh CIIpaBa OT MEHs ¥ He o6palias BHUMaHUS Ha
Herojj0BaHKe CBOEr0 MacTepa.

— A BOT u {Ipy3bs, — cn1abo yneIOHYIICS ToBap. — MHe, MMoxKanyicTa, BOT 3TO, — He 00paTuB
BHMMaHHUeE Ha BOIIPOC, S YKa3aJl Ha IIepBoe IMOMaBIleecs Ha3BaHKe B TaOIMYKe, YTO CTOSIA Ha
CTOHKE.

— Curo MUHYTY, — TIOKHMBAJ CTAPUYOK, ITOCIe 4ero oOpaTui B3rysag Ha Vckaumepa u BenbBeTa, 4TO
ceJl cripaBa oT Paiiiepa, TeM CaMbIM OTTOPOOUBIINCH OT MEHSI. — A BBI?

— Camyto 60JIbIIyI0 TIOPIUI0 MHE U MOEMY HEBEICOKOMY APYTY! — XJIOIOK I10 CIIMHE IIapHS B
WCIIOJTHEHUY PBIZKET0 MCIIOJIMHA €]Ba He OTIIPABU TOTO IIOJIETaTh Yepe3 CTOMKY, HO MacTep BCE-TaKH
yoepaarcs.

— He pemait 3a MeHst! — Bo3MyTuscs oH. — Iloxkany#cTa, MHe BOT 3TO 6J110m0. ManeHbKYI0 TOPIUIO.

— Koneuno, — CTAaPUK PA3BEPHYIJICA K IIJINTAM U Ha4all TOTOBKY.

— BetiBep, ecnu ThI OyOelnb TakK Majio eCTh, TO TaK M OCTAHEIIbCS MEJIKUM, — II0CETOBAJl TOMY
Paiifiep, ueM BbI3BasI IIPOCTO OYPI0 HETOJOBAHHUS.

— He rosopu Tak!

— 3ayeM THI IPUIIeNn? — MO TUXUH I'0JIOC Tepebusl IBHO XOTEBIIEro 4To-To 100aBUTh BenmbBeTa.

— YT0oOHI TOTOBOPUTH, — HE CTaJl OTHEKUBAThCS Paliiep. — 4 He MCKaj CIeluaabHO 3TOM BCTPeyH,
HO, yBUJEB Te0s1, eIl He OTKa3kBaTh ce0e B JTI000NLITCTBE, — 51 IOBEPHYJI F'OJIOBY K HEMY,
BCTPeYasiCh C HUM B3TJIAI0M. TOT BOCIPUHSII 3TO C JIETKOM YIBIOKOM U, Korfa oT BeliBepa pa3ouinachk
BOJIHA He HeCyIlel 0IaCHOCTY Maruy, IIOHU3UB I'0JI0C, IPOROIKUI. — MHe HHTEepPEeCcHO, YTO TOOO0H
nBuxeT, Heropsamui? briarouectusele ApTypus u [Juapmanp, HagMeHHBIM Apuep, ¢ KacTepoMm MEL He
3HAKOMEI, AccacuHa yXKe HeT. B3r/IAHyB Ha HUX, Ha TO, KaK OHU [ePyTCs, YTO TOBOPSAT, MHE CTaJlu
TIOHSITHEL UX YCTPEMJIEHHUS], — OH IIo4Yecas 00pofy, 3agyMUYHBO BO33PUBIIUCE B IIOTOJIOK.

— Eme Obl, OH Befib ITOUTU He TOBOPUT, — NPo0OyOHMI cebe mox HOC BeliBep, yTKHYBIUIUCEH B
TIIOCTaBJIEHHYIO llepef HUM TapesKy. CTapHuk, 4YTO IpXMedaTelbHO, HAalllero pa3rosopa OyATo U He
CIIBIILIA.

— Ileno maxe He B 9TOM, — CIIOKOWHO BO3pa3us MacTepy Palinep. Cetiuac oH OB HA yAUBIIEHUE
cepbe3eH. — 4 yXKe BUeN TaKux Jofel. Bpone u XUBH, €OAT, CIAT, CPakaloTCs, HO TIOCMOTPUILD B
r7a3a ¥ IMoWMelIllb — 3TO yXKe MepTBell. be3 meuTsl, 6e3 menu u 6e3 4yBCTB. [loCcTaBUINb Tepen TaKuM
3aflayy ¥ OH MOUJET Ha YTO YTOJHO Pafy €€ BHIIOJIHEHHUS, JaxKe Ha CaMylo y2KaCHYIO IIOAJIOCTb.



— Trl HE IIpaB, — CIIOKOMHO BO3pa3uil eMy 4, XO0THd, KaXKeTCs, TOJIOC HEMHOT'O OIPOTHYII B
HeromoBaHuM. Ero crnosa OBLIH. .. HEIIPUATHBI. — Y MeHs ecTh 11eb, KOTOPad U sABJIAETCA MO€eM
MEUTOH, eCJIM 9TO MOXKHO TaK Ha3BaTh. U sMonuu Y MeH{ TOXKE €CTh.

— UM KakKoBa OHA? — C HENonmeJIbHEIM HWHTEPECOM IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA OH, ITOOBUTrad K cebe TapeJKy.

— XM, — 3agyM4UBO XMBIKHYII 5, IOBTOPSS OerCTBUE Palifiepa, ¥ He TOPOISCH C OTBETOM. B34B
ITaJIOYKU U Pa3/IOMUB UX, I aKKypaTHO MOALENNI II0YEMY-TO YePHYIO JIaIlIly C Mapoil KyCKOB,
KaXkeTCs, KypULbl ¥ OTIIPaBUI UX B pOT. MeieHHO, HacllaXkaasCh Pa3/IuBalIlelCs BO PTy NaJIUuTPOu
BKYCOB, {1 lIepeKeBal MUIY U JIULIb [10CJIe 3TOT0 OTBETUJ: — MOS 1eJib — MOJIy4YUTh TO, YeT0 y MeHs
HHUKOTA He OBLIO.

— Yero He “MeJI IPU XKU3HU? — 3alyM4YUBO CIIpocuil BenbBeT, ckopee oOpalasch K cebe, HEXKETU KO
MHE.

— Yero He uMe BOOOIIE, — IOMPABIISIO €r0. — $1 CTPEMITIOCH IIOTyYUTh KU3Hb.

— [Ipu XKV3HU He UMeN KU3HU? — yOUBUBLIKCH, cipocun BeiBep. KaxeTcs, ero nuHTEpec peB30IIes
omnacky. — Kak...

Ero ob6opBana pyka Paiimepa, KOTOPYIO TOT IIOJIOKUJT CBOEMY MacTepy Ha 1iedo. M xoren Ovl mapeHb
BO3MYTHUTHCS, TOIHKO CII0KHO BO3MYIIIAThCS, KOTHA OTPOMHBIM MYKUK CMOTPUT Ha TeOS XMypPHIM
B3TJIAAOM U MEe[JIEHHO KayaeT r'0JI0BOM, II0Ka3biBas, YTO 3Ty TeMY 3aTparuBaTh He CTOUT.

— Palimep, — NIOKOHYMB C €[00, S IPHUBJIEK BHUMaHKUe PBI2KET0 TUTaHTa B €r0 MacTepa. — Thl 3HAEIllb
0 TIpomaxax JieTeun?

06 aTOM MHe paHHUM yTpoM cka3an Kapus, Korga s BepHyscsa. Cepusi CTpaHHBIX YOUICTB B oMax
IIpeKpaTuiach, 3aTO Hayaslach CEPHs Mpomnax aeTed. HecnoxkHO forafaThCsi, KTO Ha CaMOM [ielie 3a
3TUM CTOUT. MoXKeT ObITh, 3TO IIPOCTO COBIIafIeHNE, BO YTO He BePWUJI HU s, HU Kapus, HO BCE-TaKU MEI
cuutany, 4To Kactepy [jis 4ero-To Hy>KHHI yOUKCTBA.

— 4 cnbrman 06 aToM, — 3a CJIIyI'y OTBETHUJI MaCTepP. — ITo BedepaM, BO3BPAIlladACh U3 IIKOJIHI,
IIpoIafgarT OEeTH. [Tonuius 3eMITI0 HOCOM PHIIIET, HO ITOKa HUKAKNUX PE3YyJIbTaTOB.

— Ux u HE GYJIGT, — KHWBHYII 4 Ha €r0 OCBEJOMJIEHHOCTb. — HepaBHoO s IIPOT'yJINBAJICA B YaCTHOM
paﬁOHe u Ha6pen Ha OTKprTBII;I O0M, OT KOTOPOTr'0O TAHYJIO CMEPThIO, OTYasIHUEM U Maruei.

— Kactep? — TyT XKe moHsn Paiinep. — B 3ane Ovl710 OBa Tena, — s, OOHAKO, TPOMOJIKUIL. —
B3pocrbie, MyKunHa U XKeHIMHa. V3yBeueHHbIe, KaK 00BSIBISAIN 110 HOBOCTSIM O HEOOBIYHEIX
CepuiiHbIX yOulcTBaxX. B ToM ke KOMHaTe OBIJT HAPUCOBaH KPYT IIPU3HIBA.

— C nomoIIbio KpoBu iiofieii? — BeliBep nmobnenHen nuioM. — YTo 3a 6e3yMel] MOT MTOUTH Ha TakKoe?



— Besymer unu HET, HO CITYTY OH IPU3Basl 6e3yMHOTO, — MI0EB, S CIIOXKUII AJIOYKK B TAPEIKy. — Y
TOU Taphl 0BT pebeHoK. Ero Terna s He Hames, HO OOUH U3 YYaCTKOB KOPUAOpa GBI IIPOCTO OGTHT
KPOBBIO.

— A c 4ero THI B35JI, YTO CJIyTa 3TO HeJIaeT 110 CBOeH Bojie? MoKeT, OH IIPOCTO UCIIOIb3yeT
KOMaH[IHbIe 3aK/IMHAHUSA? — IIPENOoJIOXKUT XMyPhIi Paiinep.

— Tunsl youicTs, — MpadyHo OTBETHUII e1llé Oosiee OreHBIN MacTep, CIOXKUBIINM B yMe QaKThl. —
Y6uiinia-MacTep youBas, ypoays Tpymbl. [leTH cTanu IpomafaTh yKe Mocje Mpu3biBa.

— VIMeHHO, — s OTOABUHYJI TapejKy, BCTAJI C MECTa ¥ MOJT4Ya BHIIIEJ, OCTABIISAS CBOUX COOeCEeTHUKOB
Hae[uHe C OKOJIIOBAHHBIM MYXKYUHOM. B manbHelIeM pa3roBope CMEICIA He ObI/I0, @ TPOBOOUTE
BpeMs 5 IPEeINoYrnTal0 B OQUHOYECTBE.

['ynsin s monro, M0 caMoro Bedepa, B UTOre OCTAHOBUBIINCH B KAKOH-TO Oeceike Ha Kpalo jeca.
MecTo 3mech ObITI0 6€37TI0OHOe U S MOT IIPOCTO ITOCUMIETh, IPUKPHIB I'/la3a U HaclIaXK/aasch 3ByKaMu
JKUMBOTO Jieca. Y BO3MOXKHO, cupien OBl 1 Tak [0 yTPa, OOHAKO OIIyIleHue OTHalIeHHON OUTBEI CITyT
3aCTaBUJIO MEHS BHIATH U3 0JIaKeHHOH HETH.

BuTBa, eciu CyguTh II0 OIIYIIEeHUSM, IPOUCXOOUT He 0c000 asieKo, KUJIoMeTpaX B IBYX OT MEHSI.
BrpoueMm, pacCTosiHEE BTOPUYHO, Ky[la BaxkHee OBIJIM TeMHBIE, 04€Hb HEIIPUSTHEIE, MarudecKue
UCKaXeHus. M eMMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO MOT MX M37aBaTh, Okl Kactep. KaxeTcs, y MeHs OSIBUTIACh
paborTa.

Jlec psimoM ¢ moMecTheM AMHIOEDH.

Ouepennrle 6ou B BoviHe 3a CBTOM ['paasnb MPOXOOUIN Ha TEPPUTOPUM ITOMECThsI ANHIIOEPHOB, a
TOYHEEe B CEBEPHOM YaCTH Jleca, YTO BIJIOTHYIO ITPUerana K MOMeCThI0 poia AUHIIOEPH, ¥ B CaMOM
moOMecCThe. XOTs BRITTISIAENIO OHO CKOpPee KaK 3aMOK I03[IHEeN IMOCTPOMKHY, HEXKeNU JoM. U ecru B jiecy
0ol He Ha XXWU3Hb, @ HA CMEPTh BeJIU CIIYTH, TO B 3aMKe, IIOCTOSTHHO pa3pyIasl TOT, Oumuch MacTepa.
BrnpouewMm, cefiyac BaxkHa UMEHHO OMTBa MEXKAY CIyraMH.

[Tonauamy 6o men Mmexay Ceitbep 1 HaKOHeI-TO 00bsIBUBIIUM cebs1 KacTepoM, ogHAKO BCKOpe K
HUM IpucoeguHuics u Jlancep, yer MacTep ceiiuac 3arousn Kupunyry B 3amMke. TouHee,
IIPUCOEOUHUIICS OH, KaK HU CTpaHHO, K Cebep, maObrl BMeCcTe YHUUTOXKUTL KacTtepa ¢ ero
IIePCOHAJIbHOM apMHUel MIPU3BIBHEIX Yy[OBUIL, BREITJISASALIIMX KaK KOMKH LyTasell.

— Xy-Xy-Xy, ellle He yCTaJlu? — Mep3KO0 [10X0X0TaB, crpocun Kacrep.

Ia v B IPUHITUIIE, CEH IPeNCTaBUTENIh MAaru4eCcKoro Kacca CIyr OblT OMep3uTesieH Bech 6e3
oCTaTKa. BeIyKyble peiObY I'Ta3a 6e3 HOPpMaIbHOTO pa3fesieHus Ha PafykKKy U 3padoK, 0YeHb



BBITEJISIONIMECsS HagOpOBHbIe MYTH, XKUOKKE TeMHBIE BOJIOCH], 3aYeCaHHbIe Ha3a[ U TOIIHNE PYKH,
OKAHYHMBAKOIINECS KOCTISBEIMYU MaJIbLIaMU C IJIMHHBIMUA OCTPBIMU HOT'TSIMM, KOTOPHIME OH CXKHMaJl
3aBETHBIM TPUMYyap, HapPYIOLUIUN eMy CUIY. A eCld MIPUTTISAETHCS, TO MOXKHO 3aMEeTHUTh, YTO €ro JieBas
pyKa Oblyla HCIellpeHa CTPaHHBIMHU KPAaCHBIMU TPeIUHAMHU, YXOOSIIAMHU TT0M ONEeK b,

O6psixen Kunb me Pe, on xe Cunsiss Bopoma, ObI7T B CTPAaHHOTO BUA CHHIOK MAHTHUIO, HA KOTOPOM
OBLIO IPUIIIMTO OBA CepeOPSHBIX 3HAKA, B ODHOM U3 KOTOPHIX C TPYAOM MOKHO ObIIO OBI ITPU3HATH
(bpaHIy3CKYIO TUINIO0, IPYTOM Ke HUKaK He ompenessics. Ho 0cobeHHO B ero Hapsifie BhIIESINUCH
maxke He 3HAKH, a IM0JI0CATHIM KPAaCHO-CUHUY TOJICTHIN BOPOTHHUK, OT KOTOPOTO BHU3 BAOJIb MAHTHHU
OTXOMIUIJIM CBOEOOPa3HEIE «JIETIECTKU» TOU XK€ OKPACKH.

Hy u, momuMo npouero, oH OblJI COBEPIIEHHO 6e3yMeH, 1 HebecnpuuuHHO. [IpuynHa ero 6e3ymus
KPEIIACh B €ro uctopuu — 2Kumb fne Pe ObIT OMHUM U3 OJIHKAKIIKNX CIIOABHXKHUKOB 2KaHHH [I apK,
HallMOHaJIbHOU repouHu OpaHuuy, mpo3BaHHoM OprneaHcKou [1eBou. Ero xku3Hb, HauWHAS OT
BCTpeuu c 2KaHHOM ¥ 3aKaHYMBas €€ CMEPTHIO, OblyIa MOCTPOeHa BOKPYT Heé. [I apK [ms Hero Gbiia
TOM ITyTEBOOHOM 3BE3M0M, TEM OTHEM BepPHl, KOTOPHIM IOAIePKUBAJl €ero MUYHYI0 Bepy B bora. Moxer
OBITH, OHa ObIsTa 71T HETo Jaxe JTI000Bbi0, HO celyac yKe U OH caM 00 3TOM He CKaXkKeT C TOYHOCTHIO
— 3apaxeHHBIY 0e3yMHeM pa3yM He pacIojiaraeT K SCHbIM BOCIIOMHUHAHUSM. He yIUBUTEIBHO, UTO C
€€ CMepThIO OH TIOTEPSIIT BCSIKYI0 Bepy B bora u maxe 6ornee toro! OH cTan genaTh BCE, 0abkl
N0Ka3aTh OTCYTCTBHE OHOTO.

KeMm on 65111 10 TOTO, Kak ctan Cunet bopomoi? ®paHiry3ckuii 6apoH, phillapk, KpacaBell, MOXEeT, 1
He U3 NepPBLIX, HO BHUMaHueM faM 00fie/ieH TOUHO He OblJI, 0cCOOEHHO IIPH yueTe ero 60raTCTB, YTO Ha
TIMKe ero BJIaCTH IIPEBLIIIATN TaKOBEIE Jaxke y reprora bpetanu.

A KeM OH CTaJj I03XKe, yKe OIMUCHBAIoCk. KOHEYHO, He cpa3y OH ImpHILIEeN K TOMy 00pa3y Mep3KOoTro
6e3yMIia, HO YeM [OJIbIIIE OH pa3pabaThiBajl 'puMyap CO CBOMM 3HAKOMBIM MOHaxoM — ®dpaHcya
[Tpenatu — 4eM GOJIbIIE PUTYAJIOB ITPOXOAUIIO U YeM 0ojiee XKeCTOKHEe OesTHUS OH COBepIIa B
TIOMTBITKAX J0KA3aTh OTCYTCTBUE 00KeCTBa HA 3eMJie, TeM CUJIbHEE OH U3MEHSIJICS.

Y ma, Kak HU CTPAHHO, HO BOIPEKH CBOEMY KJIACCy OH He OBbLII IIPH XKU3HU MaroMm. [Jaxe ceiyac, emBa
JIX OH MOT CHeJaTh YTO-TO caM, 0e3 CBOero rpuMyapa, KOTOPHIH 1 JaBajl eMy cuiabl. Kakum xe
obpa3oM oH Torma cran Kactepom? A 9To yxke COBCeM OTHeNbHAs TeMa s pa3roBopa.

— OTH TBap¥ KOHYATCS KOTHa-HUOYIb? — IPOIEANIT CKBO3b 3yOHl [IluapMaiif;, HECKOTbKUMHU
IBUXKEHUSIMU pa3pybasi cpa3y MecTh «KKOMKOB». — [IpU3HATHCS, YAUBIISIOCH, UTO 3@ BECh OO MEI
IPaKTUYECKU He COKPATU/IM PACCTOSIHUE C 9TUM MaroM.

— Bce meno B rpumyape, — HalpsaXeHHO oTBeTUla ApTypus. — [loka oH gepxut ®anTa3M, gyMaro,
HaM TakK ¥ IPUOEeTCs OUTHCS C 3TUMU MOTYUIIIAMHU.

— 3HAUUT, HyKHO y KHUTOYes BEIOUTH €er0 KHUXKOHKY U3 PyK? — He IlepecTaBas CJIefUTh 3a
0e30CTaHOBOYHO LIEBENIAIIUMUCST MOHCTpaMy, cripocunl Jlancep. — Kak Hedero menars.



— BBl yke TOMOIUIKUCH TTepel CMEPThIO? — TIIYMJIUBO YCMEXHYBIIKCH, BOIIPocun 6e3ymerr. — 4YTto
3a... — OHAKO B CJIeJYIOIINI MOMEHT BCs ero 6paBazia clieTella, Kak IIbIIb DU CUJIBHOM BETpE.

Bce memo OBITIO B TOM, YTO falbHSS 0T KacTepa cTeHa MOHCTPOB BHE3AITHO pa3JieTesiach KpOBABHIMU
OLIMETKaMu. A 4epe3 CeKyHOY U3 KPOBaBoOil TeJIeHk BEIJIETEIT PhIllaph B IIOJIHOM J1aTHOM OpoHe ¢
dbmambeprom Hanepesec. [TombITaBIIMECS TPETPAAUTL TOMY IIYTh HOBBIE TBAPU ObLIM MOMEHTAJIBHO
pas3py06iIeHkl, a caM PHIaph, moa0exkaB K IBYM CJIyraM, BCTAJl PSIOM C HUMU.

— Ian yrapato... bepcepkep? — c ynbIOKoii cripocun JlaHcep, cMelasch Tak, YTOOb BUIeTh HOBOTO
TOCTSI, HO ¥ He CUJIbHO YMeHbIIaTh B 0030pe Ha TBapel. boil mpenbiayielt HOYbio OH He 3a0blJl, KakK 1
TOT PaKT, YTO OH He OBITT 3aKOHYEH. [10 KpaliHe# Mepe, IJIsT HEeTO CaMoro.

— Jla, — € TOJIOBE HOBOSIBIEHHOTO CIIYT'M MCYe3 IIJIEM, OTKPHIBAs €ro CIIOKOMHOE JIUI[0 BCEM
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIMUM. — [Ipensaraio BpeMeHHbIH CO03.

— U c yero Takas IeApoCcTb? — B MUKy MOTYaNuBOM ApTypuu, [InapMaiin B 600 OB U3TUIIHE
Pa3roBOPYUB.

— Hey1:[06HBII7I IIPOTUBHUK, — Hel"OpHH.II/Iﬁ KHWBKOM T'OJIOBEI YKa3aJI CKBO3b CTaBIINN HEeIIporiadaHbIM
3aCJIOH MOHCTPOB. — CJ'[yTI/I " BBICOKAA BEPOATHOCTDL HAJIMYUA OPYTUX KOSprefI B DYKaBe OeJialoT
IIPOTHUBOCTOAHNE OOVH Ha OOWH CJIIMIIKOM OIIaCHEIM.

— Hy, Kak g Bupen, y Te0s HEIJI0X0 MOIy4YaeTcs, — IPUTHYBLINCE, JlaHCep pa3pyOul elie 0gHOTO

M3JIHIIHE Pe3Boro MoHCTpa. — [la 1 Hac ¢ Ceitbep Boe, — He CKa3aTh, YTO [IMapMmaiy OBl IPOTUB
TIOMOIIM TAKOTO MacTepa, Kak Heropsuui, Ho 4ero eMy TOYHO He XOTeJIoCh OB, TaK 3TO IMOJTYyYUTh
yaap B CIIMHY.

— KomnuuecTBO CIUIIKOM BEJIMKO, — OOHO IIMPOKOE OBUXKEHUE, U ellle TPU TBApH, Opollas BCe BOKPYT
CBOEU KpOBbIO, yIalIu pa3fe/iIeHHbIMU Ha HepaBHBIE YacTu. — [laxke C y4eTOM BBI3BIBAEMOT0
00MITLHOTO KPOBOTEYEHMS, OHU BOCCTAHABIMBAIOTCS OBICTPee, YeM S yCIeBalo uxX yOuBaTh. A Balle C
Ceiibep opyKue U BOBCE He 3aMe[IJiieT UX pereHepaliuio.

— Pe3onno, — moparna rojoc Ceibep.

— 3HayuT, BTpoeM? — JIaHCcep HePBHO YCMEXHYJICS U KPYTaHYJI KOIIbs, IePeXBaTUB UX 00paTHHIM
XBaTOM.

— BTpoeM, — CIIOKOI1HO, Jaxke CKOpee BeCKO, IpousHec bepcepkep, MeHss opyxue. — f pacyuiry
IIyTh OT OCHOBHOM Macckl MOHCTPOB. Celibep MpUKpoeT MeHs. JIaHcep, Tl OOJIKeH OyOelh YIapuTh
TOYHO B €T0 KHUTY.

[oBepsn nu Heropsimui CBOMM HeXOaHHBIM COIO3HHKaM? CKopee HeT, 4ueM fa. OH He MPUBHIK
IOBePSITh HUKOMY, KpoMe ce0si, OMHAKO B TO 3Ke BpeMs OH 0CO3HaBaJl, UTO HU APTypus, HU [InapMaiin



HUKOTTIa He oropoy4aT cebs ymapoM B CIIUHY. YecTHHIN 00t mocne mobennl Haf, OCHOBHBIM
IPOTUBHUKOM? B0o3MOKHO. YIapuTh B CIuHY cpa3dy mocie mobensr? Het. Takoe moioxeHue ged,
HECOMHEHHO, Ka3aJIoCh CTPaHHBIM bepcepkepy, HO OH He MOT He IIPU3HaTh, YTO UX IPUHIUIIEL
BLI3BIBAIOT HEKOTOPOE... YBaKeHue. Y UL T03TOMY OH peIlvI He UATH Ha MMOBOAY Y BO3MOXKHOCTH,
KOTOpas HaBepHsKa OTKPOETCS B KOHIIe OUTBHI.

— 9T0... KOoCH? — yauBNeHHO nportenTana Ceitbep. M B camoM fiene, B pykax y Heropsitero
TIOSIBUJIUCH [IBe Gosbiue Kockl. OHa ¢ ATMHHOM PYYKOM, Ipyras C KOPOTKOW, OHU ObIIM CHe/TaHbl U3
MYTHOTO CepOro MeTalljla ¥ SBHO UMeJIu Marudeckue 3¢(deKTrl, BeOb JIe3Bue OOHOU U3 HUX,
KOPOTKOM, OBIJIO IOKPHITO TOHKUM CJIOEM JIbJa, B TO BpeMs Kak AJIMHHas IepUOANYeCKH OTCBeYUBasa
CUHUM.

— T'oTOoBBTECH, — pPa3Befsa KOCH B CTOPOHBI, IIpou3Hec 0H. OpyKue MPOCTO 3alblIajio OT BIOKEHHOU
B Hero mpaHel. — Cenyac!

Bepcepkep MpHITHYI BIEpe[, 3aHOCS KOPOTKYIO KOCY Hafl TOJI0BOM. M MyCTh KOMY-TO 3TO OBUIKEHUE
MOTJIO TI0KA3aThCS MEeIIeHHBIM, ODHAKO CTOMUIIO KOCe YyTh KOCHYThCS I1JIe4a, KaK OH C HEBEPOSTHOH
CKOPOCTBIO ¥ CUJION OIYCTHII Ty, KOCBIM yIapoM pa3pybast cpa3y HECKOJIBKO PSIOB OTPOAUM U
HACKBO3b IIPOMOpaXKMBasi WX YacTU. Pa3BopoT, U ANTMHHASA KOCa, OIIUCaB AyTy, pa3pydaeT ele
HECKOJIbKO TBape, KOTOphIe, KaK HU YOWUBUTEIBHO, HE CTAJIU TYT K€ 3aHOBO BOCCTAHABIMBATHCS,
JIUIITh BSITIO IIeBEJIS OTPOCTKaMU. U Bce 9TO C OIPOMHOM CKOPOCTBIO IIPOABUTASICH BIIepes,.

B omue MmomeHT Mexay Kactepom u Tpemst cimyramu 06pa3oBanach HEMaJION IIMPHHE IOPOTa,
KOTOPYI0, OOQHAKO, OBICTPO CTaJIM 3all0JIHATh OCTABIIMECS MOHCTPHL. Bipouem, ApTypus c
Iuapmaiimom ot Heropsiiero He 0TCTaBasid, CIEAYs 3a TEM CJIe[l B CIef.

OuepenHoit ymap ¢ T1y00KUM Pa3BOPOTOM YHUUTOKUII TOCTETHUN 3aC/IOH MeXay HUMU U KacTepowm,
OofHaKO caM bepcepkep, B X0fe ymapa BCTaBIIMYK Ha KOJIEHO, TEM CaMBIM IIOACTABUJICSA MOT yaap
OPYyroro MOHCTpa. Mur, u ellle 0gHa COCTOSIIAs U3 IIyIajel Macca pacnajganach Iof ynapoM Meda
Ceiibep, a B CIeqyOmui MOMEHT Yepe3 BCTaBIIETO Ha KOJIEHO CIYyTy IepeMaxuBaeT JlaHcep. Yoap
KPacHOI'0 KOIIbJ OCTaBUJI Ha KHUTE LIMPOKUN pa3pes.

Pacuet oka3zasncs BepHbHIM. CTOUIIO 3a¥apOBaHHOMY KOITbI0 pa3pe3aTh MIHOBEHHO BOCCTAHOBHBIIYIOCS
KHUTY, KaK BCe TBapHu IIPOCTO OTaji CI'yCTKaMu KpPOBH, OOMJIbHO OpoIIas ¥ TaK CTaBIIYI0 KPpaCHOMN
monsiHy. EOUHCTBEHHOE, YeT0 He Y4 HU Pa3BOpavYMBaIONIAsiCs K OCTaBIIEMYCS MPOTUBHUKY Celibep,
HY BHE3AITHO OIIYTUBILIKM OMTACHOCTH [JIs CBOET0 MacTepa JlaHcep, HU yKe 3aHOCSIIUN KOCHI IS
petamero ynapa bepcepkep, Tak 3TO TOr0, YTO CTOUT KHUTEe BOCCTAHOBUTCS, KaK OHU TYT XKe
OKaXyTCSI OTKMHYTHI MOITHEWIIIUM KPOBaBEIM (DOHTAHOM, YTO HEOKHIAHHO BHIPBAJICS U3-TI0J] 3€MJIHU.
Korpga ke Bce IOTHSINCE, Mara Ha IOJIsTHe yKe He OBIIOo.

— Ven, TpycnuBef yOIIOMOK, — CKBO3b 3yOBI BHIpyTanach Aptypusi. — JlaHcep?

— Moemy MacTepy rpO3UT OMACHOCTh, TAK YTO S BRIHYKIEH BaC MOKUHYTh, — OOBSICHUII CBOE eIBa JIH
He ymuOjIeHHoe COCTOsTHUe [[napMai U TYT XKe CKPBIJICS, Iepeis B acTpaabHyI0 GopMmy.



Heropﬂumﬁ u ApTypI/IFI OCTaIXCh Ha MOJsgHe ogHu. U CMOTPA Ha CTOAIIETO HAIIPOTHUB CIIYTY,
AJEBYIIKaA IIOHKWMaAJIa — 005 He n30exaTth. I'masa MY2KYHWHEBI CBEPJIMIIN OEBYILIKY, HE OTPHEIBAACh HH Ha
MUr.

— Bepcepkep... — 4TO X0TeNa cka3ath Ceiibep? YBH, TO HEU3BECTHO, BEOb MyK4YMHa €€ IepeOuI.

— Ckaxu, Cenbep, 3aueM THl CpaKaellbCsi? — pa3Heccs 110 MOJIsSTHe TUXUM TOJIoC.

— Yto?

[Ipumeyanue ABTOpa:

[Tourpan g B [1C, 3HaYUTCS, Ha TaPHOM OPYXKUMU...
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