W BOT OH Ha4yan OBUTATh PYKaMH ¥ HOT'aMHU IIO IIECKY. Ecu 9T0 OBITI CHET, a He MeCoK, TO TOorma OH
caoelann OBl aHTema. A Tak...

OmrynaB pyKaMy U HOTAMU YepHBIH MTeCOK, B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT OH HAaTKHYJICS HA YTO-TO TBEPHOE.
[TocMOTpEB Ha TO MECTO, OH YBUAEN YTO-TO, YTO ITOXOOUIIO Ha... KHUTY? BrIKOIIaB U paccMaTpuBas
CBOU PYKH, OH YOeOUJICs, 4YTO 3TO OEeUCTBUTENIbHO KHUTA.

«YTo0 3mech genaeT KHUra? [la eile B TaKOM XopomeM COCTOSIHMKN», — II0OgYyMaJl OH.

[TocmoTpeB Ha 00JI0KKY, OH 3aMETHJI Yepell. 3a CBOIO KKW3Hb OH YBU[IEeJI MHOT'O YePeIloB Pa3HbIX
BUJIOB, laXKe YePEIbl KOTUKOB eMy TOBOOUIOCH BUETh.

Ho aToT yepen OblI CTpaHHBIM, faxke HEMHOTO KyTKOBaThi. OH OBLIJI TOTOB K OITACHOCTSIM, HO Beb OH
yKe HaxOOUJICSA B afly H... yMep.

«Hy 4T0 XK, BCE BUHOU MOeH TI000NEITCTBO. JTa YepToBa KHUra Oblyla Takas dyepHas, a Ha 00710KKe
OBLIT HAPUCOBAH 4Yepell, U BCE 3TO BMeCTe C aypol JPeBHOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHa U3/ydasna», — PEeILIn OH.

[TombITaBUIMCh OTKPHITH KHUTY, OH He cMor. Kak Tak? Y KHUT# OBbIJT 3aMOK, ¥ OH OBITT 3aKPHIT.

Ho mo60mbITCTBO MIPOTrHATIO JIEHb M CKYKY, ¥ OH XOTeJ Y3HaTh, YTO HAXOOUTCS BHYTPpU KHUTH. OH
IIOMIBITAJICS OTKPHITh €€ CUJIOH, HO OHa He moanasnack. [IocMOTpeB Ha TO, YTO JEePKHUT ee 3aKPHITOMH,
OH YBUMEJ YUCTHIH, IIOYTH He TPOHYTHIN BpeMEeHEeM 3aMOK.

«Kak MHe ee OTKpHITh?» - mogyMaJl OH. « MoXeT, psIoM JIeXKUT KJII04. MaJjio IaHCOB, HO BCe-TaKu
eCThb Hagexmga».

W oH Hayan uCKaTh KIII04Y OT KHUTH, KOIas JeCATKH OBIDP. Ho auuero He Halen. OH YIIall Ha CIIUHY
pdaooMm C KHUTOH U C COXKaJIeHNEM 3aKpHIJI I'lIa3a. Ero MeICIM Hadanay IOCTENEHHO MCYe3aTh.

Kaszanoch, 4ToO OH 3aCHYJI, HO B TO JKe BpeMs Yepeln Ha 007102KKe KHUTH Hadajl YBeIMYUBAThCS, TOKa
He HayaJl u3haBaTh 3ByKU. OH OCTAHOBMIICS TOJIBKO TOTTIA, KOTHA BEIIIIA TOIHKO MTOJIOBHHA Yepera.
[Tocye 3TOTO BHYTPH ABYX OBIP, THe ObITH KOTIa-TO T'la3a, IOSBUIKCH IBE TOUKH - OOHA 3eJIeHast, Kak
6onoTo, a opyras ¢guoneToBasi, Kak aMETHUCT.

OTu TOYKY Hayda/M OBUTATLCA B Pa3HbIE CTOPOHEI, I0Ka He 3aMeTUJIU YeJloBeKa... Ho HeT, 9To Oblna
ournOKa - Ha3BaTh €r0 YeJI0BEeKOM. ITO ObIJT YEPHBIN TPYII CO C1a0BIM CepPOBaTHIM OTTEHKOM, U OBIIO
IIpaBUJIbHEE Ha3BaTh ero Tak. Yepen IpomoiKall 0CMaTpPUBaThLCS, CJIOBHO HE 3aMETUB, UTO OH ellle
JKUB.

[To ero ToukaM, KOTOPHIE CITyKHUJIHU TJIa3aMu, OBIJIO MIOHSITHO, YTO OH BIAJ B CTynop. OH He XXUBOTHOE
U He MepPTBell.

HerT, oH He XOOS4Yull TPYI, U He TOTHOLEHHbIN XKUBOK opraHu3M. Eciu O6bl B HEM IT0YYBCTBOBajIach
MaHa, TO OH ObLs1 ObI TOYTH KUBEIM. HO mpakTHU4eCKu e€ He ObI0. A Te HEMHOTHE SHEPTUH, KOTOPHIE
ObLIM, He UCII0JIb30BaIUCh CoBCeM. OHa ObljIa TaM NPOCTO AJIS TaJ04YKHU.

Haxe mys 3TOro Yyeperna oH ObUT HeoObIueH. M Jake HEMHOTO anTeTUTeH. TOUKY Ha ero riasax
YBEJIUYUIIUCh, ¥ OH Hayall BUIETh TO, UTO CKPHITO BHYTPHU. Kak U mpefmonaraaoch, B HEM ITOYTH He
OBLIIO MaHBI, HO JYXOBHBIX 9HEPTUl OBIIO He TakK YK U MaJjo. [IJ1s Hero 3To ObIJI0 ITPe3peHueM K
TAKOMY MaJIoMy KOJTH4YeCTBY 9Hepruu. Ho yepemn He OB 0OBIYHON TMYHOCTHIO, U Ceidac ObITu



TPyOHBIE BpeMeHa. MM... IyXOBHas 9HEPTrus IOCTEIIeHHO TpaTuiach Ha iedeHne Tpymna. A 4To ¢ eTo
nymoit? OHa... OHa Oblsla YUCTOM.

HeT, He B TOM CMBIC/IE, UTO OHa Oblyla O€3rPeIIHoM, U BOILIONIEHNEM 100pa U CIIpaBeqIuBOCTH. A B
TOM, YTO OHA He Kacajlach I'PS3U 3TOr0 MUpa. JTa YMUCTOTA MaHWIaA Yepena XKejaTh CHa.

Yepen Havan CropaTh CHHUM IIJTaMEHEM. A B TO XK€ BpeMs YePHOe TeJI0 Hayasio 0YeHb MEIJIEHHO
B3JIETaTh, II0CJIE Yero NpuOIU3UIIOCh K Yepeny. B To ke BpeMs Yepel, OTKPHIB CBOU POT, BBITyCKaJl
YepHBIU [IBIM, KOTOPHIM Hayasl OKYThIBaTh HEe YeJI0BeKa.

B T0 ke BpeMsi, ecnu OBl y yepera ObII0 IUII0, TO OBIJI0 OBl BUTHO XKYTKOBATYIO YIEIOKY 6e3yMIia,
KOTOPHIM TOJI0fall BeKaMHu.

Touku, KOTOpPHIE CIYKUIM T7la3aMU, YMEHBINAJIUCh, a IOTOM COBCeM ucuye3anu. Kazanock, 6yoTo oH
3aKphl rinasa. Ho oross, KOTOPBIM OKYTaJll €ro, He UCUes.

B T0 ke BpeMsi, 6enasi Kphica BHIIIIA HAPYXKY U Hadaja 00XOOUTh MECTHOCTb, OCTAHOBJIUBASICh Y
KaX[0U ObIPEl Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT U M3[aBas CTPAaHHBIM 3BYK. 3aTeM OHa ABUHYJIACh K ClIeAyIOLlen
neipe. M3 meip, roe Oblna Kphica, Havaau BhIE3aTh KPHICH PA3HBIX BUIOB ¥ Pa3MEPOB, MHOTHE M3 HUX
ObLTM paHeHHl, 0e3 Jlal UK TOJIOBH, HO BCEe OHM IIOCJIEN0Balu 3a 0eol KPLICOM.
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