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Kaxkoe-To BpeMsi 51 CTOSITI IIepefl 9TUM HeBEPOSTHO BEIMKOJIEIIHEIM 3penuiieM, 0e3 COMHEHUST, 9TO
OBLIT 3aMOK, KOTOPHIY S ITOCTPOUJI, BhIIepKUBasi aTaku U cobma3ubl JI. Kaxkpmas cTeHa u 3y0uaTast
cTeHa OBUIM UMEHHO TaM, Tae s uX pa3MecTusl. OgHAKO TOT UTPYIIEUHBIN 3aMOK, KOTOPHIH 5
IIOCTPOMJI, ORI PAa3MEPOM IPHMEPHO C MO0 BEPXHIOI YaCTh TeJla, HO 3TOT ORI MOCTATOYHO
60mbIIKMM, YTOOHI JIETKO BMECTUTh THICSIUY UesioBeK. S OblI yBEPEH, UTO 3TO MOe€, 110 KaKO#-TO
npuyuHe. YTo 3TO OBIJIO CBI3aHO CO MHOM; YTO 3TO MOM HOM. JTO OBIIIO TO MECTO, Ky[ia MHE
IIPUILIOCE BepHYThCA. OHU BCe XKOanyd MeHs TaM, U L, 1 A, Bo3Bpaliasich K CBOMM IIepBOHa4YaIbHEIM
3alaHUSIM.

4 OBl HUYEero He MOOUICS, IPOCTO CTOS 3[ECH U TTISIAT Ha 3TO. f Me[JIeHHO IarHya Blepen, Habupas
CKOPOCTbH, TI0Ka I He MPBITHYJI 110 BO3AYXY C Be3gecyiuM, 0CTaHOBUBILKCH MIPSIMO Iepeq

pBoM. Temeps Moe Tejio OBIIO COeNTaHO U3 YUCTOM MaHBI, ¥ I'PaHUIIa MEXKIY YMEHUSIMH CBeIeHa K
Hy10. 4 myman 00 3TOM, KOT{la CMOTPEJI B POB; OH OBIJT 3aII0JIHEH TEMHOM OTpaxarollei 4epHoi
JKUOKOCTBIO. f MOHSATHUS HE UMEJI, YTO 3TO OBITIO, ¥ He XOTes 3HaTh. [IoKa s CTOSII ¥ CMOTpEeJI Ha Hero,
13 3aMKa CIIyCKaJICs IOABEMHBIA MOCT. Korga 51 mepexofiusl JOpory, MeHsl OXBaTUJIO CTPaHHOe
YyBCTBO HOCTAJIbTUM.

— Twt 3gech, Cynmbba. — 'onoc PeliHa mompuBeTCTBOBA MeHS, KaK OyATO HUYero He u3MeHunock. OH
IIPOMOJIXKUJI CBOE IPUBETCTBUE OT AYIIU CMESCh.

— Kak 310 mpousomuino?
— YTo BH MMeeTe B BUy, pa3Be BHl He ITOCTPOUIIN 3TO camMu? Pa3Be oHa Tebe He cKa3asa?

— Kak BB lymaeTe, OHa MHe CKa3aja? — ¢ MOgHSAJ F0JI0BY U ITOCMOTpPEI Ha BEPXHUM 3Taxk
3amafHoro MIMKUJIs, CAeTaHHbN U3 30JI0THIX KUPIIUYel, B OTIMYKE OT OCTalbHOM YaCTH 3aMKa,
CIOeNaHHOU U3 TEeMHBIX YEPHBIX KaMHel. {1 4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO UYTO-TO TaM HaBePXy, KAKOU-TO AyX XKpaal
MEHSI.

— Ecnu Bam HY2KHO BpeM4, YTOOHI MOJATOTOBUTLCS, KAK HAaCUeT MOCEIeHUs M03Ke?

— Kak Mupeiina? — {1 peuusn NpourHopupoBaTh TO, YTO MEHS TaM XKAaJjlo, 3Hasi, 4TO 3TO
HeIpuATHas XeHIIWHa.

— I'ubpup emie cnut. Ecnu TH He X04els pa30yAUTh ee, MOKHO IIPOCTO OATh € OTOOXHYTh.
— Kaxk "Hacuet A?

— Ou upget Buepenu. — 9 3afgaBasicsi BOIIPOCOM, ITOYEMY OHHU YIIJIA C TOTO MeCTa, Iie Oblyin, YTOOH
mprexaTh Cloga. HeCOMHEHHO, 9TO KaK-TO CBSI3aHO C TEM, UTO s OOJIbIlle HE MOT OTKPHIBATh OBEPH B
9TH MecCTa.

— Eme Het, cympba. — PeliH pemmi BRICKa3aThCs, 3aMETUB, UTO S [TOBOJILHO CEPbe3HO OyMall O TOM,
YTO MMPOUCXOMUT.

— Eme Hert?

— [Ia, eme HeT. Kak HacueT Toro, 4ToOH CAENIaTh MepBLle mard K ceobope? — f cMyTHO OCO3HaBall,
YTO OH IIBITAJICS CKa3aTh. B HAacTosIIee BpeMsl OHU OBUIM B CUTyalluy, KOTa OHU HE MOTJIN
IEeyWCTBOBATh TaK, KAk XOTEJH, U S HOJIXKeH OBl OBITh TeM, KTO ee pa3pemuil. Ho kak? Bo3MoXKHO,
OTBET IPUAET KO MHe, ecliy s Oymy mBUTATLCS BIepen. 51 mociemoBas 3a PeifHOM, ocMaTpUBast 3TOT



3aMOK, KOTOPBIN S TIOCTPOUTT U3 UTPYLIEYHEIX KYOUKOB. §1 y2Ke XOPOIIIO 3HAl eT0 CTPYKTYPY, Kak
BHYTPEHHIOI, TaK U BHEIHIO0. My s goskeH Obin ObITh. Ho mOKa 4 11e1, 1 0Ka3acs B He3HAKOMOM
MecTe. MBI BOIIIM BHYTPh 3aMKa ¥ Hayaslu CIIyCKaThCS Ha TPETUHM YPOBeHb nopBana. Ho Tenmepsb
poxof ObLI 0Tpe3aH, U MOSBUIIACH JIECTHUIIA, KOTOPas NMPOJO0JIXKanach HUXKe.

— ... fI He moMHI0, YTOOBI CTPOMII 4-1 9TaXK MOABAIA.

— 910 CEeKpeTHOe MeCTO, KOTOPOE N3HAYAJIbHO OBLITO CIIPATAHO 30€Chb. — Ox 6e3 TUIITHUX CJIOB
OIIyCTHJI T'OJIOBY B OTCTYIINII, YTOOHI 5 IIPOOOJIZKHUIL. A KHWBHYII 1 TIOIIEJI BIIEPE.

— 4 BepHyCE.
— 4 6yny XKpmaTs.

Moe oKpyzKeHHUe IIOCTENIeHHO TEMHEIIO0, KOTHa 5 CITyCKaJcs 10 JIECTHHUIe. ITO He OBUIO [I0X0XKe Ha
0OBIYHYIO TEMHOTY, & CKOpee Ha TO, UTO CBET MCYe3 110 BOJIe Yero-TO B 3TOM IIpocTpaHcTBe. [To Mepe
TOTO, KaK 5 IPO0JIZKaJl CITyCKaThCS BHU3, g IIOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK OyATO MOe COOCTBEHHOe [BIXaHue
ctasno 6onee yeTkuM, rpoMkuM. Ho 51 He OBUT eIMHCTBEHHEIM, KTO [JHIIIAT 3[€Ch, U3 ITTyOUHEL
IIOHOCHUJICSI Pe3KUM XPUIUIHIY 3BYK [IbIXaHUs. {1 3Has, uTo PeliH He IpuBeeT MeHs B OIIaCHOE MeCTO,
n103ToMy 6e3 KonieOaHUY IIaTHYJI BIIepes B TEMHOTY.

¢ He 3HAJ, KaK JOJT0 s MPOMIOJIKaJ CIIYCKATHCS 10 JIECTHUIIE, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB MOU HOTH
KOCHYJIUCH TBEPHOH 3eMIIH. 51 IOMHSI TOMOBY, YTOOHK IIOCMOTPETH, YTO OBIJI0 BOKPYT. f HAXOOUIICS B
IIMPOKOIi Tellepe, epeo MHOM CTosi/Ia CTeHa, 0e3 COMHEHMUSI, TAKOM JKe BRICOKOU, KaK U 9Ta
JIECTHHIIA. 3eMJIsT BOKPYT MeHsT BUOPHPOBaja B TAKT JbIXaHWIO THTAHTCKOI'O CYIIEeCTBAa, TOI'0 CaMoro,
YTO OBIJIO TIEPE0 MHOM.

«,,»
Teo ruraHTCKOro MOHCTpPa OBIIO MPUKATO K CTEHE ILIeThbi0, BAKUBIIEHHOW B CKay.
[Ber mpubsinu, Mot Macrtep...]

Pa3Be 3T0 He Onlnta 60sIee UM MeHee TOYHas ClieHa ¢ 60CCoOM Ha ITOCIeIHEM aTaxke YepHOoro
mBopIiia? MHe IMPHUIIUIO B TOJIOBY KPAaTKOe OMMAaCeHHe, YTO MHE, BO3MOXKHO, TPUAETCS IIOBTOPUTH ITY
OUTBY, HO 5T OTOPOCHU ee. ITOT MOHCTP He ILITAJICS IIPOTUBOAENCTBOBATh MHE, U KaK TOJIBKO S
nomyMaji, ObIIO JIETKO MOHSATH IMoYeMy. ¢ 4yBCTBOBAJ KAKyI0-TO HEBUAMMYIO CBSI3b MEeXKIY HAMH,
CBSI3BIBAIOIIYI0 HAc BMecTe. & OBUT ero X03SMHOM, a OH MOMM MOguYrHeHHBIM. O0 9TOM MHE HHKTO He
MOT CKa3aTh; ¢ YyBCTBOBAJI 3TO B CBOEH MaHe.

[ cuacTuB ... MOSI MUCCHS BHIIIOJIHEHA, U ST CHOBA MOT'Y C BAMU BCTPETHUTHCA. ]

Ero rosoc GBI XPUIIIIBIM, TEJI0 MTOKPHITO paHaMu. HeKOTOphle YacTH ero Teja faxke, Ka3aioch,
TIOJIHOCTBIO OTCYTCTBOBa/IM. Eciiu OBl 3TO OBIIM MPOCTO Pu3n4YecKre paHel, cuia [IKUHMBL MOTJIa Obl
UX UCLenuTh. Ho paHbl, OT KOTOPHIX OH CTPafaj, ObUIM BEI3BaHBEI Maruel BLICOKOTO YPOBHS, 0 KOTOPOM
s maXkKe He MOT Me4TaTh. Ero HOBas Marus ¥ Marus AyIIXd OB MOBPEXIEHEI, TOCTUTHYB
HeoOpaTUMOTO YpOBHS yiepba. f MOT cKa3aTh, YTO eMy OBIJIO TPYIHO IIPOCTO OBIIIATS.

— Xa... xa... Xxa... — He 3afyMbIBasich, 5T TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO BEIPEIBAETCS M3 MOETO ropia. Yem
OoJIbIIIe 5 TIBITAJICS €T0 BEITECHUTD, TEM OOJIbIIIe MHE Melllajia KaKas-TO OTTaJIKABaoast cuia. f
3HAJI, YTO TIe-TO B MOEM ToJioBe OBIJIO UMS [JIst 9TOTO cyInecTBa. Ho moOpaThcs mo Hero 6110
HEBO3MOXKHO. DTO PaCcCTpPanBajo MeHs, THEB ¥ HETONOBAaHUE HAIOIHSIN MEeHs, KOTHa 5 TSHYJICS K
BOCIIOMHUHAHUSM, KOTOPEIX He OBITIO.



[Brl moMHUTE MO€E UMH. |
— Ho s He Mory 3TO TOBOPHUTS...
[ ckopo ympy. To, 4TO TH IOMHUILIB MOE UM ... TOTO AJIs MEHs [JOCTATOYHO. ]

Ha ero Tene Obiniu r1y0OKHe paHbl, HaHECEHHBIe BparaMu. MouMu BparamMu? TeM He MeHee, [ 3TOM
IIOCTIeOHEN LIeTH OH BBIXKHUII 10 CUX TIOP.

[VuuTensb, He MOTIH Obl BH IIPUHATH IIOCIIEIHIOI MTPOCLOY 3TOTO TIIYIIOT0 MOOYNHEHHOT0?]

— Pacckaxu MHe. — [0 cux IOp MHe HUKOT'ZIa He YOaBaJioCh UCII0Ib30BaTh CBOIO JIUIEPCKYIO
CUJTy. TOT 3aMOK, IIOCTPOEHHBIH [J7IT UTPHI, IIPEBPATUIICS B OTPOMHYIO KPETIOCTh.

[4 mpoimy Bac 0 pa3pylIeHU: ¥ CMEPTH BCEX HAIIUX BParoB ... 0 mobefie B KOHIIE ITyTH KPOBU U
cMepTH.]

— Xoportro. — C Tex nop, Kak g 6bl1 TOGJIMHOM, 3TO CYIIECTBO OBIJIO CBS3aHO CO MHOM KaK C MOMM
IOJYKMHEHHHIM. [IJIS MeHs He HMeJI0 CMEIC/IA TO, YTO MOM IJIOXHE JINIePCKHe KauyeCTBa CTaIH
HACTOJIbKO CUJIBHEIMH, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO s He MCIIOJIL30BaJI UX, HO Temeph 9T0 OBIIO SICHO. Mou
HABBIKYM OLICTPO POCIIH, TIOTOMY YTO TaKOe MOTYIIEeCTBEHHOE CYIIEeCTBO OBIIO CBS3aHO CO MHOM.

[ perHKapHUPYIO B KOHIIE 3TOr0 MyTH. [Tocse Batei mobear! s CHOBA Oymy psimoM C BaMu. ]

— 4 Bepio B 3T0. — OrpoMHas Marmdeckas Cujia 3TOr0 CyllecTBa Oblna U3/IMTa Ha CO3[aHue 3TON
[UTafeId, KOTOPYIO MBI C IJ1 IOCTPOUIU B Hallleil urpe. Bce MBI BMeCTe CO3[aiu 3Ty HEBEPOSATHYIO
KPEIoCTh.

[[TycTs Bame Oynyinee OymeT 61aroCcIOBeHHEIM, €CIH BB IIPOABUHETECH BIepe] 10 3TOMY IIyTH. ]

— ...Cnacu6o. — {1 cHOBa IOCMOTpEII Ha 3TOT'0 TUTAHTCKOTO ITUIEON00H0ro MOHCTPa. Eciu O®I 51 He
CMOT TIPeBPATUTHCS B [I2KUHMY, OCTasCs Obl OH TAaKUM? $1 OBITT pajl, YTO ITOr'0 He IPOU3OIIIIO; YTO
Telepb OH MOXKET OTHOXHYTh. {1 HUYEero He MOT BCIIOMHUTh HX O CBOEM ITIPOIIJIOM, HH O HeM, HO 3HaJl,
YTO OH ORI MOMM MOAYMHEHHBEIM. YTO OH IIepeXUIT NeCITUIEeTUs, eClii He O0Jbllle, 3eCh, B 9TOM
MeCTe, Pagu MeHS.

[Tak 4TO TEmeps ... MOKaIyHUCTa, ITO3BOJIbTE MHE OTHOXHYTh, MacTep.]

4 rny6oKo B3MOXHY, TSAAS Ha LIelH, BUCSIINE BOKPYT Hero. OTo Obiyia Takas xe Llenouka [Tevatu,
KOTOPYIO s Hallle]l B KOMHaTe 60cca Ha 7-M 3Taxe. [I0xX0oxe, s y2Ke Hallle]l BTOPYIO IIOJIOBUHY IIPSMO
3Mech. $1 BRITAIIMII €70 U3 CBOET0 MHBEHTAPS U IOJI0XKUIT Ha 1oy, OH YMEHBIIUIICS J0 pa3Mepa, B
KOTOPOM SI MOT €T0 yepKKUBaTh, HO CHJIa B HEM 0CTaJlach MpeXHeH. & Haval CIMBATh €r0 C MaHOH,
WHCTUHKTUBHO IIBITAsICh BOCCTAHOBUTD. f HE MOT CO3[aTh TAKYI0 I[EMIOYKY, HO COEOUHUTH [IBE YaCTH
BMECTE - 9TO TO, YTO MHE y/aJioCh.

[Ax, HaKOHeI ... crtacu6o, MacrTep ...]

llens, Bpe3aHHas B CTEHY, MeJ[JIEHHO Hadasa BEITATUBATLCS, COENUHSACH C LIeTbi0, KOTOPYIO g
Iepxas B pyke. ['0710c, KOTOPHIH 9XOM pa3Heccsl B MOel rojioBe, OBLI ITOJIOH PafgoCTH, HO S
II0YYBCTBOBAJI HEMHOI'0 COXKaJIeHUs, KOTfia 0CcJIabuI Ieny, yaepKuBaloliue MOHCTPa. Bce mpousomino
B CIIEllIKe, KOTZla Iellb 0TOPBaiach OT CTEHHI U C3KaJlach, YTOOBI COOTBETCTBOBATH Pa3Mepy LEIH,
KOTOPYIO s fepxai B pyke. OH 3acusiy APKUM CBETOM, U g YBULEN LIeTI0YKY B Moeii pyke. 4 yOpan eé
B CBOY MHBEHTAaph, IOHUMas, UTO ellle He TOTOB C 3TUM CIIPaBUTHCS.



Korga s nogusia rinasa, ITHUIla YXKe uc4deaiia. qa YYBCTBOBAJI PA3PEIB CBA3U MEXKIY HAaMH,
IMOATBEPXKOAIOIIYIO €ET0 CMEPTE. B moeMm cepone 06pa3OBaHaCb OrpOMHAa4 IIyCTOTa. A nwiTancsa
Y6eI[I/ITb Ce65{, 4YTO Teepb 3TO MECTO MOT'YT 3allOJTHUTh HOBBIE JIIOOX, HO HE MOT' yOIep2KaTbCA OT
MBEICJIK O TOM, YTO OH MO2KE€T HUKOI'la HE BEPHYTHCA.

— Be3 eguHOro mpomanus. — $1 BEIOPOCUIT 3TH MBICJIM M3 TOJIOBHI M OTJISIAEJICS, BIIEPBBIE 3aMETHB
YepHBIM MeY, BOTKHYTHIHM B 3eMy1i0. OH BHITJISIAEN IOTPENaHHBIM IT0 CPaBHEHUIO C CyMEePeYHbIM
MeuoM, KOTOPHIM y MeHs OblJI, HO CHJla, 3aKJIl04YeHHas B HeM, He Obljla IIyTKOM.

— ... — 4 cobpan Meu ¢ TOpbKOH YIBIOKOM, Maxe He MOTPYOUBIINCE IPOBEPUTE €T0
XapaKTEepPHUCTUKHU. 71 3HaJI, YTO BCe PABHO He CMOTY. ITO ObII MOHCTD, KOTOPHIM ITPHCMaTPUBAl 3a
MHOM ¥ 3alllUIag MeHs [0 CHX ITOP, BIJIOTH OO CBOe# cMepTu. U 3mech OH 0CTaBUII MHE 4acCTh ce0s B
dbopme Meda, YTOORI TPOMOIKHUTE 9TO OeHMe. I X0Tel OTIIaTUTh €My, BEPHYTh BCe, UTO MOTePsii. A
X04y YBHIETh KOHEI] TOr'0 MYTH, II0 KOTOPOMY IIe.

Korpa s BepHyJics, PellH Bce ellje CMOTpEN BHU3.

— Ceronmus OBIJIO TAKEO0 OJIS TeOs.

— PaiiH, 9 X04y BEIIUTE.

— C t00o0it Bce B mopsimKe?

— Het — 41 moka4as rojyoBo# u ciabo mpobopMoTast B OTBET.

— Xopotiro, 9T0 6yeT B IaMsATh 0 TEX, YbM UMEHa HEM3BECTHEI. MOXKHO HEMHOTO HAMTUThCSH.
— ... Xopotro. — OH MATKO MHe YIBIOHYJICS, ¥ 5 TOIBITAJICS PAaCCMesIThCH.

OT0 OB IEPBBIN IIAT, KOTOPHIH 51 CAEIa IOCe 3BOJIONUH. 1 TOTepst To, YeM OBIJI, HO MHOT'0€
II0JIyYUJI B3aMeH.

Taxk s cTan X03IUHOM 3TOr0 3aMKa.
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