JoK ORI CaMBEIM CTAapBEIM I0HKEPOM B [I2KeHKepTayHe. J]a 4To TaM, BO3MOXKHO, CTAPEHIIINM U3 BCEX
HBIHE XUBYIIKUX. KOHKEPHl XKUIKM He TaK JOJIT0, KaK JIIONK, T09TOMY P2KABEIM 3[1€Ch OBIIO IIPUHSITO
CYMTATh BO3PACT CBHIIIE COPOKA. [JOKY OBIJIO MATHOECST [ABA, @ 9TO COBCEM YK Pa3BaJiMHa.

OH OBl IePeBEHCKUM BOXK[IEM IBa MMOKOJIEHUS Ha3ald U OeO0oM HLIHEIIHero Boxk/s, BeppuHa. Ycras
OT BJIACTH, OH CIIUXHYJI €€ Ha CBOETO ChIHA M YIIEeJ Ha MTeHCHUI0, YTOOLI CTaTh YUEHHIM U MEIUKOM
IIJIEMEHH.

Bripatomuiics 1oHKep [ OK poBOAUII OOMIBIIYI0 YaCTh CBOET0 CBOOOJHOTO BpEMEHH 3a pacIIn@pPOBKOi
M YTeHNEM OPEBHUX TEKCTOB, KOTOpPhle MHOTHA MPUHOCUIIN OXOTHUKU. OOydas MOJIOfEeXb U
3aHUMAJICS COo3MaHueM KubepHEeTHKH, COBMECTUMOM C TeJlaMU I0HKepoB. Bosee Toro, cpeau Bcei
PackH IOTyKUOOPToB OH OBITT eUHCTBEHHBIM JTOKTOPOM, ¥ XOPOIIIO pa3bupascs B HaykKe 0O
MeXaHUYEeCKHUX IIPOTe3ax.

B maHHBI MOMEHT, [[JKeHT HaIpaBisascd K ero gomy. OH HaXOOUJICS Ha JIPYroil CTOPOHE NEPEBHU, B
001acTH, KOTOPYIO KUTEJN Ha3bIBaJll «HEKCYC», UJTU «CBSI3YIOIlee 3BEHO», IOCKOJIBKY TaM
CXOIUINCH BoeOuHo Ooblas 4YacTh TyHHesel. OHa HaXO#UJIach Helofaneky oT 6a3apa.

IepeBHIO MOXKXHO ObII0 00pa3HO pa3fesuTh Ha HECKOJIBKO YacTell: 6a3ap, HEKCYC, Ka3apMbl U
CKJIQ[Ibl; BCE YaCTU COCPEIOTauYMBaINCh BOKPYT LIEHTPAIIbHOTO XKUJIOT0 ParoHa.

CaMblii OBICTPHIM ITYTh OT CKJIQ[IOB, OKOJIO KOTOPBIX Celyac Haxomuics [I2KEHT K HEKCYCY, ITPOXOIUT
yepe3 6a3ap, IePEeBEHCKYI0 PHIHOYHYIO IIJIOIIa/b.

AKKypaTHO IMPOTHUCKHBASICh CKBO3b CTOJIIMTUBIIUXCA 3M€CHh OHKEPOB, ITIOKYIIAIIUX U ITPOAAI0ITNX
TOBAPHI, H}KeHT IMOTUXOHBEKY IIPOABUTAJICSA BIIEPE.

Ba3ap, KCTaTH, HEJIb34 OBLIJIO HAa3BaTh PEIHKOM B IIPAMOM CMEICJIE€ 3TOr'0O CJIOBA. I[ToMmuMoO TOPTOBIIEB,
30eChb XKHUJIK peMeCIIEHHUKHY, HEMHOI'i€ MEePEBEHCKNE MEXaHUKHU U 1d2Ke AaJIXUMHUKHU. 9T0 OBIIO
OZKHBJIEHHOE MECTO, I'le MO2KHO OBITIO HAMTH IIPpaKTU4EeCKHU BCE, 4YTO OAyIle yrogHo.

Ecnu He CYKMTaTh HECKOJIBKUX JIIOOOMBITHHIX B3T/ISA0B, [IXKEHT ¢ dHOM mpomres yepes3 6a3ap
He3aMeuYeHHBIM. OKPyKaoUie IoIyKAOOPTH OB CIIHUIIKOM ITOTJIONEHBl CBOMMHU [eJIaMM, YTOORI
obpaIath Ha HETO BHUMAHHUE.

IocTurHyB HEKCYca, [[KeHT BOIIeN B IoM-71a3apeT, B KoTopoM xkui [Iok. [Ipuxoxas Oblyla ycTaBiieHa
OOUITBHBIM KOTMYECTBOM ITKa(OB C pBAaHRIMKU KHUTAMM ¥ IIepraMeHTaMH, a B IIeHTPe KOMHATHI CTOSITT
CTOJ U3 HepxKaBeloIlen cTany. [lomaau cioga KTo-HUOYOb U3 IeHTPAIbHEIX MUPOB, OH OBLJT OBl CHUIBHO
OTPsiCeH. Ml He CTOIBKO IPUMHUTHUBHOCTBIO, CKOJIBKO TEM, UTO IOHSITHUS «KHUTa» U, TeM Ooree,
«IepramMeHT», OCTAJIUCh JINIIb Ha TaKUX BOT, K30JIMPOBAHHBIX OT OCTAJIbHOM ralaKTHKY IJIaHETaX,
Kak JIoTo MuHoD.

— 9i, [IoK, TH 37€Ch? — IIorpomM4ue KpruKHYJI IIKeHT, IIPEKPACHO 3Had, YTO MHA4Y€e TOT MOT' 1 HE
YCIBIIIATh. ITocnencTBUS MHOTOJIETHEH KOHTY3H1H II0CJIE€ CPaXKEeHUA C «OTHEeObIalThuM». Owny, 1o



0oJIbIIIe} YaCTH, YZXKe COIIJIX Ha HeT, HO HeOobInast T'JIYXO0Ta BCE PAaBHO OCTallaCh.

— Ba, [I>XXeHT, MOY MaJlb4yUK, YK€ UAY... — OTBETUJI XPUILJIBIU I'0JIO0C.

CBepxy IIOCJIBIIIAJICS I"pOMKPIfI CTYK, 1 9epe3 HeCKOJIBKO CEKYH] Iok CIIyCTHUJICA BHH3 II0 BUHTOBOU
JIECTHHUIE.

YBupes ero, [I;KeHT HEIIPOXM3BOILHO YIHIOHYICS. B meTCTBe OH YacTeHBbKO IIpuberan ciofa, YTOOH
TIOCTTyIIIaTh OYepeHble POCCKAa3HM CTapHKa.

MopmuHUCTOe NTHU10, cropOiieHHas ClIMHA U 3aljieTeHHas 60poaa, HOXOMUBIIAs M0 KOoneH. Bopob
Cpenu IOHKEPOB OBLTM PEIKOCThIO, ¥ HAUMHAIN PACTH TOIBKO K COPOKA, TaK YTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO
TIOJTYyKUOOPTOB, MOXKUBIIKX IO 3TOT0 BO3PACTa, HOCUIIU UX C TOPAOCTHIO.

— C yem nmpumen? COMHEBAIOCH, YTO THI 3[I€Ch [IJISI TOTO, YTOOBI HABECTUTh APSIXJIEIOIIEr0 CTapuKa, —
yXMBITBHYTICS [OK, BEI3BaB Y [I2KeHTa CMYIIeHHOe BhIpaxkeHre. CTOUIIO 3aX0AUTh IoYalle.

Tem He MeHee, BpeMeHM Ha OpyxKeckue Oeceqbl cerfyac He ObII0, M03TOMY [IKEHT mepelres cpasy K
neny, — UHomnaHeTssHUH. Halresn ero BHYTPU cTaporo MHHKOpPa. OH OB B KAKOM-TO KaICcyie,
KOTOpas IpHuieTela U3 KOCMOCA, MPOOUB KOPIIYC U MTOIAB BHYTPA... 1 OBIJT HEOCTOPOXKEH, U He
3aMEeTHJI, YTO OTIOPHI ¥ KOPITyC KOpabis Bce CTHUMM... Eie Okl HEMHOT0, U 5T IIOKOMHUK. [10TOIOK
Io4YTH 00BAJTUJICS MHE Ha TOJIOBY, HO pe6eHOK MeHs cmac. OH YTO-TO CHeNal, a IIOTOM... — [[XKeHT
OCTAQHOBHJICS U TSIKEJI0 BOHOXHYJ, TpeXK/e YeM MOAHATh fHa Ha pyKu, — Bot... [lo cux mop 6e3
CO3HAHHSI.

— VHomaHeTsSHUH, 3HAYUT, — NpobopMmoTan [J0K, paciikBasich B 3ybacToit ynsioke. OH
IOANIPLITHYT Ha MeCTe ¥ B3MaxHYJ pyKamu, — Xaxaxa! KTo Ov1 Mor mopgymMaTts?! HOIIaHETSHUH. ..
3meck... OrHepHIIIAIIET0 MHE B O0POMY, HAaCTOSIIUM NHOIIJIAHETSHUH... Benukonento! YepToBCcKU
BEJIUKOJIENTHO! — CTAapUK CETOMHS, T0XKaIyH, OBl faXe CIUIIKOM SHEPTUYeH.

— Hoxk... Jo-00K... [Tok!! — Kpuyan JIKeHT, C KaXbIM Pa30M CTaHOBSICh BCE TPOMUE.

YcnpimaB KpuK co0ecemHUKA, YIEeHBIM HaKOHEI[ BBITal U3 CBOET'0 I'0JIOBOKPYKUTETBHOTO OIIbSTHEHHU S
¥ CEpbEe3HO 3afgyMasics, pexpae 4yeM 3asaBUTh, — Hy 4ero Tel pa3opasncsa-to?... Knagu ero Ha CTOJI.

HaKJTOHUBINKCE K CTOSIEH HEmoganeKy TyMOe, OH OTKPBIT OBEPI U BRIHYJ OTTyda OYKH, Cpa3y ke
eI UX Ha rojioBy. Ha mpubope, OKyTaHHOM TMOKMMHY IIPOBOAAMH, ObIIA IPUKPEIITIEHH [[Be
CTEKJITHHbIE TUH3HL. X MOKHO OBIIO pETyIMpPOBaTh. [JOK COTHYJ OOUH M3 TPOBOJOB, ¥ PACIIOIOXKUIT
CTEKJISTHHBIN JUCK IIepel OMHUM M3 I'lla3. — Tak, maBal MoCMOTPUM MOOIHKe, — IPOOYOHUT OH,
u3ydad fHa.

CHayasa OH IIPOBEPHUII JbIXaHKe, ¥ HaJnuKe Ha Tejle BUOUMEIX PaH. He Haliisl HUYEro TaKOTo, OH
B3S1JI C MTOJIKM KAKOe-TO MaJIeHbKOE YCTPOMCTBO ¥ Haflell ero peGeHKy Ha 3amsicThe. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO



CEKYH]I OHO 3alluIiajIi0 U BCIIBIXHYJIO 6empiM. — XMM, CIIe[IOB sifla B TeJle He 06Hapy}KeHo... —
03aiIda49€HHO HpO60pMOTaH JOKTOD.

— O, ToyHO. THI TOBOPUJI, YTO OH OTKJIIOYMIICS TTOCJIE TOTO, KaK «4YTO-TO CHeJIa», HO YTO UMEHHO OH
cmenan? Y xak monro OB B oTKIIOUKe? C TOr0 caMOro MOMEHTa?

— OH... Hy-y... 9-3... — [IXKeHT 130 BCeX CUJI CTapascs nmomo0paTh IpaBUIbHEIE CJTOBA, TaK KaK He
Ol yBepeH, 4To J[IOK IIOBEPUT B €T0 PaccKas.

— C066‘pI/ICb, Masnbuninka! 2Ku3Hb MHOMIIAHEeTSIHUHA MOXKET OLITh B OITaCHOCTH! — IIPUKPUKHYJI 10K,
IOOOU s mo0IMKe U OTBECUB €My IIOA3aThIJIbHUK.

— OH 0CTaHOBUI CTaJIbHYIO OIIOPY ITOCPenu MaaeHud... He KaCasiChb €€, — OTBETHUII II>KeHT.

ok Ha MIHOBEHHMeE TYIIO YCTaBuiCS Ha [[2KeHTa, a 3aTeM IepeBet BTy Ha pefeHka. OH cMOTpen
Ha Hero ellle HeKOTOPOe BpeMs, IpeXke YeM CHOBa B3TJISHYTh Ha [[xKeHTa. — He Kacasach? — KUBOK
B 0TBeT. — OmopHas 6anka? — CHOBa KMBOK. — CepefiiHa 0CeHu? — APYTrol BOIIPOC; ellle OOuH
KHUBOK.

[IoK yIan Ha Bpalllaloleecs KPecio U, KPYTSACh Ha HEM, SHEPTUYHO II0T1aXKKUBaJl CBOIO AJIMHHYIO
6opony. CTapuk MPOU3HOCUII CJIOBO IIPU KaXKOOM BpallleHuu, — XMM... UTo-To... I'me-To... [[XKeHT...
Her... [Toxoxe... IxerT... [IxeH... [Ixxeunu... [Ixemau! Ja! Xxa! OTo ObUIN mXKemau, OxKegau, — OH
PE3KO0 BCKOYUJI, C TPYAOM yHepKaBIIUCh Ha HOTaX, IPeX/e 4eM IPONOJIXKUTE.

— O HUX TOBOPHUJIOCH B CTApOM MHOIIJIaHETHOM CKa3Ke, KOTOPYIO S KOTra-To pacmudposar... Hy, mo
KpalHel Mepe, s AyMaJl, UTO 3TO CKa3Ka... — OH HaIlpaBUJICSA K KHUKHBIM IIOJIKaM B KOPUAOpPE, U
HayaJl LIapUThCA 10 HUM pyKoi — Cenvac, morogu... OHa re-To 30eCh, — OH JIa3UJI 10 HUM O0KOJIO
AT MUHYT, IPEX[e YeM NOATSIHYThCS U CXBATUTh 0COOEHHO CTapylo KHUTY B BHIIIBETINEN 00JI0XKKE.
[TepenneT OBLT MOYTH YHUYTOXKEH, CTPAHUIIE 3aTJIECHEBEIH 1, Ka3aJI0Ch, MOTJIX PACIACThCS OT
OJITHOT'0 HEOCTOPOXKHOTO IBUKEHHUS.

CTepeB TIBITIb ¥ IIOOTBEPOXB, YTO 3TO MMEHHO TaK KHHUI'd, KOTOPYIO OH MCKall, J:[OK €€ OTKPHIJI.

— Ara. Bot 3mech, — 0H OBICTPO HallleNl HYKHYIO CTPAHUIY ¥ TKHYJ B Hee TajblleM, — [IxKemau -
CYIIIECTBA, BlIaflelolIe «IPKUMHU MedyaMu» U CIIOCOOHEBIE ITepeMeliaTh 00beKTH, UCIIONTb3Ys
«gaBneHue»... O, maxe KapTUHKU €CThb... — Ip0o6OpPMOTa CTapuK, MaxHyB [[2KEeHTY PyKoii, —
[Tomo#iau, MOCMOTPH.

IXeHT mopmores mo6IuxKe 1, HAaKJIOHUBINUCH, 3arJITHYJI eMYy 3a IIJIeYO0.

— 993, [I0K... A TH yBepeH, 4TO 3T0 IIpaBaa? OHU XKe COBCEM He TaK BHITTIAOAT? — IIOOO3PUTENIHHO
IPOTSIHYJ OH, OPOCUB B3TJIS[ Ha YIIIACTOTO 3eJIeHOro yebypaTopa U3 KHUTH, a 3aTEM ITIOCMOTPEB Ha
6megHo-0€710T0 MaribyuKa C POKKaMHU.



— I'mwM, pa... [ToruMaro, 4TO TH UMeellns BBUAY. [loruMan... Bo3M0XKHO, 3TOT BUAI C BO3PacTOM
CTAHOBUTCA 3€JIeHee U y HUX 0TPacTaloT YIIKU... — 0TO3BasICA [l0K, 3ayMYnBO [IOCTYKUBASA 10
KapTUHKE.

— Vrx, — mo3aau pas3fancs TUXUM CTOH, 3aCTaBUB UX 000UX IIOBEPHYTHCS K CTOIY.

— Ou npoceinaetcsi. OH TPOCHTIaeTcss! — 3aarnIogUpPOBaK MOIYKUOOPTH, ¥, 0OHSBIIKCDH, TyCTUIUCE
B IIJISIC TI0 KOMHATe.

An 3€BHYIJI C ITOJIY3AKPBITEIMU I'JIa3aMHU W IIPUIIOOHAJI BEKH.

— Xax... [Ixo Pora# u... TopopopH?
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