Korma umst Poanma AckapTa 9XOM OTO3BajIOCh B 3TUX YEPHBIX KaK CMOJIb YIIIaX, IPEBHUM TPEAHT
HaKOHEI-TO CMOT CBS3aTh UCIBITHIBAEMOE paHee YyBCTBO 3HAKOMOCTHU C YCHIBIIIaHHOW TOIBKO YTO
dbamunrel B MOTOKe CBOUX BOCIIOMUHaHUMU. OH MOHSJ, YTO CUMBOJIM3UPOBasa co0oi aTa haMunus, u
OCO3HaHME 3TOr0, HAKOHEII, YCIIOKOMJIO ero HallpsXKeHHbIe HEPBHIL.

- "OH He Bpar."

XPUIIHEIY T'0JI0C IPEeBHET0 TPeaHTa 3aCTaBUJl HEMOHUYECKUX CYIIIECTB U 0O00POTHEN BOKPYT B3[OXHYTh
c obneryenueM. TeHu OGBHICTPO 3aMeIbKajll B TEMHOTE Jieca, KOTHa CTPaXKHUKK CTasgsMU Hadaau
OBICTPO TTOKUATH 3Ty TEPPUTOPHIO.

Posn criokoitHo Habofan, Kak TeHeBble PUTYPHI, CKPHIBAIOLIMECS B TEMHOTE Jieca, OLICTPO YXOOMIIH
OflHa 3a APYroM. B oTBET Ha 9TO OH OTIYCTUJ IPOsBIeHUe 6AarpoBOT0 TUTaHTa 103aau cebsi, 3aCTaBUB
0arpoByi0 MaHy paccesiThbCsl B OKPECTHOCTSX, a 30JI0Tas 3Mesl, JiexKalljas Ha ero pyke, MeJieHHO
ynosn3ina o6paTHo B [Tocox [IeBSITUTIIaBOTO 3Mes.

C nérkuM NyHOBEHUEM BeTepKa JIeC BEPHYJICS K CBOeMY OOBIYHOMY CIIOKOMCTBUIO, KakK OyATO HUYEro
1 He IPOU30IIIO.

- "¢ 6rmaromapeH BaM 3a T'OCTENPUUMCTBO, HECMOTPSI Ha MOY BHEe3aIlHbIM BU3UT, Muctep Kaiip."

- "He cTouT, 5TO BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO, 4YTO 5 Tak moctynuia. OgHako Ackapt, xM? B mocnegHee BpeMs
IIPOUCXOOUT NOBOJIBHO MHOTO MHTEPECHBIX COOBITHH...", - 3aMeTun Kaip,.

OH IOJHSJI TOJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTPEJT BOajb. Bo3MOXHO, 9T0 ObIJIa IPOCTO WIITIO3US, HO Ka3a/IoCh, UTO
r7a3a IpeBHEro TpeaHTa SIPKO 6ecTenu. MrHOBeHUe CIIYCTS OH CHOBa 3arOBOPHIL.

- "TIpexme 4yeM MHI IepeiieM K pa3roBOpYy... TapeHb, y Te0s eCTh CIUPTHOE? MHe 0YeHb XOUeTCs
BBLIITUTE."

- "Aaa, 3TOT HOCTa/IbTUUECKUH BKYC, KaK B cTaphle JoOphie BpeMeHa. Kak u yepHo3éM Oy3eHa, 3TOT
apoMarT IeWCTBUTEIbHO He3a0kBaeM..."

I peBHUY TPEaAHT BJIMBAJ YaH 3a YaHOM 0JI€HO-KEJITOT0 aJIKOTOJISI B CBOE IpeBECHOE MYIINIO, CTOHAS
OT YIOBOJILCTBUS ¥ BOCTOPra. P03 xe MpoCTO CTOSII B CTOPOHKE U CO CTPAHHLIM BHIpAaXKEHUEM JIUIla
Ha0JIoan 3a 3TOM IPUYYOINBOM KapTUHOM.

Korpa Kaiip monpocun y Poasna ciupTHOTO, TOT YILIOHYJICS "XexX, s y2Ke BCE IPUTOTOBUI" U KECTOM
nonpocusl CUHTHUIO U OCTa/IbHBIX IIPUHECTHU JeCATh YaHOB C ajikorosieM. OH ITogyMal, 4To 3TOr0



OOJIZKHO OBIJIO OBITH JOCTAaTOYHO, HO, K €ro YOUBJIEHHIO, )IpeBHI/IfI TPEaHT IINUJI CIIMPTHOE HE BCaCkIBAsA
€ro 4epes3 KOPHH, a 3aJInBad IIPsAMO B OTBEPCTHE B CBOEM CTBOJIE.

Ankorons ObII MOMEHTAJIBHO IIOTJIOIEH, HO, K CYAaCThI0, 3TOT0 0Ka3aJIoCh JOCTATOYHO, YTOORI
ymoBieTBOpPUTh Kaxnay Kaiima. Buno Kagu moMoriio eMy modyBcTBOBaTh cebs pacciabieHHEIM, U,
Kak 1 J1000¥ MOBOJIBHEIN IIbsHUIIA B 0ape, OH Hadall pacCKa3blBaTh CBOIO UCTOPHUIO.

- "U3abenmna? Het, MHe He 3HAKOMO 3TO UM, XOTs 5 cibiman o 'Koponese'. Ha camom fmene st Toxe
SIBJIAIOCH WieHOM Accambnern CymepeuHbXx MynpenoB ¥ U3BECTEH TaM IT0f] ICEBIOHUMOM
'Jletonucer'. Ha, ga!"

Posn GBI yOUBIEH, YCIBIIIAB, YTO B Accambelo MPUHUMAIOT ¥ TpeaHToB. Kalin He 3Hal, 4TO
Vzabenna siBnsiach Tou camoy 'KopoieBoii', yuuThBasi BHICOKUY YPOBEHb CEKPETHOCTH,
IIofiepKUBaeMbIll B OpraHU3allku... HO I0YeMy Torfa OH 3Haj (paMunuio 'Ackaprt'?

Kaii monro pa3MBIIUISIT HAfl 3TUM BOIIPOCOM, IPUTYOUB €I11€ OOMH YaH BUHA, ITOCJIE YEeTro TSXKeIO0
B3IOXHYI.

- "OTBet npocT. { onuH u3 ocHoBarteneu Accambinen CyMepedHbIx MyaperoB, a IepBOro Juaepa
Accamb6ren 3Banu JIyceHnT Apme. OH TBOM mpemoK."

- "XM?"

I'naza Posna HEMHOTO paCminpuiancs, OH OBLT B HeOJOyYMEeHHH OT TOI'0, 4YTO TOJIBKO YTO YCIJIBIIIAJI.

("TToropu-ka, Ackapt u Appe... HeyXenu y TpeaHTOB IIJIOXOH CIyx?")

Kaiim 3amMeTHs pacTepsiHHOe BEIpaXKeHUe Ha Julle Poasia, ¥ Mo3ToMy peurus 00bsSICHUTL eMy BCE
6omnee moapoO6HO.

- "[lom Appe cylecTBOBajl BO BpeMeHa, KOTOphle cerdyac MPUHATO Ha3kiBaTh BTOpor Jmoxou. 1o
OOVH M3 TalHHIX OMOB, mofaepxkuBaIux MMnepuio OCTUH, KOTOPHIHM JeWCTBOBA B TEHHU, YTOOHI
o0ecreynTs MUD U NIPOIIBETAHKE YeJI0BeYeCKOM NMBUIM3anuu. MeHHO 0HM ocHOBanmu Accambelo
CyMepeuHbIX MyZnpenoB U IPUBJIEKIH K paboTe Opyrue foma, 4To0bI co00IIa MIPOTUBOCTOSTh
BCEBO3MOXKHEIM O€[CTBUSIM U yTPO3aM.

- Ho momo6HO ToMy, KaK pacTeHHus pacCliBeTalOT BECHOM U YBIMAIOT 0CeHbio, Accambiesi CyMepeyuHbIX
MynpenoB B KoHIle BTOpOii 310X1 CTOJIKHYJIACh C KOJIOCCaIbHEIM OeCTBHEM, B Pe3yJIbTaTe KOTOPOTO
IIOTEepIIesia IMOJIHOe TopaxkeHune. Bckope mocie atoro mnana u Ummepus Octud. YToOB n36exkaThb
IIpecneqoBaHus CO CTOPOHH Bepylomux 'Crnacurtens', Accambiies pa3genuiach Ha CEMb OTHENbHBIX
OOMOB, AOPOM KOTOPKIX CTal oM AcCKapTos."

- "[I-moroguTe, HaiiTe MHe HEMHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH TepeBapuTh IOyYeHHy0 nHpopMaluio..."



CTONKHYBIIKCH C OTPOMHBIM ITOTOKOM YPE3BBIYAMHO BaXKHOM MHGpOpMaLuu, KoTopyto Kaipg
niepenaBalt B KpaTkol ¢opme, Poan GLICTPO OOHST PYKY, UTOOH TpepBaTh €ro Ha MrHoBeHue. OH
TIOTEP BUCKY, MEeMJIEHHO Iepe0upasi B IaMsITH TO, YTO TOJIBKO YTO YCIIBIIIAT.

("TIpexne Bcero, Accambres Cymepeunsx Mynpe1ioB Ovllia OCHOBaHa npefkamu JJoma AcKapToB?
HeMHOro cTpaHHO, 4TO ST HUKOTIa paHbllle He BCTpeydal HUKaKux 3anucei o [lome Apge u3 [IpeBHeu
OcTuHCcKOM MMnepuu... ¥ caMoe T'JIaBHOE, YTO 3TO 3a 'Cracutens'?")

- "Kaiinm, CriacuTenb - 9T0 YTO, KaKOM-TO 60T? 3aueM ero BepyIOILIUM IIpeciiefloBaTh 4ieHoB [loMa
Appe?"

- "TeI cripammBaelns o Cnacurene? Hy, s 3Hat0, 4To OH CyIIeCTBOBAJ €IIE [0 MOEro POXKAEHUS, HO S
He CJIUIIKOM MHOI0 3Hato 0 Ero nuunoctu. Ho ogHO Mory cka3aTh TO4HO: OH - CyILIeCTBO ropa3zo
0oJiee BEIMKOE, YeM TO, UYTO BKJIIOYAaeT B cebOs IoHATHE '003XKeCTBeHHOCTD'."

Ha nutie Katifma mosiBMIOCh CephE3HOE BhIpaXkKeHMe, KOTHa OH ITPOAOJIKUII TITyOOKKUM TOJI0COM.

- "OH - mpeBHEE CYIIECTBO, SIBIISIONUIEECS BOIIOIEHUEM CaMOU XKeCTOKOCTH U pa3Bpara,
pa3pyUIMTeNb UUBAIU3AUN. B DaHHEI MOMEHT OH HaXO[UTCS B CIISTYKE, HO OH CHITPaJl OTPOMHYIO
POJIb B UICYE3HOBEHUM MHOTMX MU(PUYECKUX pac, YIIOMUHAEMEIX B ereHfax. OnHa U3 KITI0YeBBIX
nemneit Accam6nen CymepeuHbx MyopernoB - mpegoTBPaTUTh ero mpobyxmenue. Kpome atoro, 60:0Ch,
s 6obIlle HUYETo He 3Hal. M3-3a 0co0eHHOCTEeN MOel packHl 1 He CIIUIITKOM aKTHBHO y4aCTBOBAJI B
mernax Accambien."

Ot cnoB Kaiifa y Poana no cimHe npo6exkarn xonogok. EMy moTpe6oBanoch HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, YTOOH
YCIIOKOUTHCS, TTPEXK/Ie YeM MEePEKITIOYUTh CBOe BHUMaHue Ha 00jiee BaxKHBINA BOIIPOC.

XOTSI MEBICITb O TOM, YTO Y2KaCHO€ CYIIEeCTBO MOTJIO TPOOYIUTHCS U YHUYTOXKHUTH BECh MUD, BHYIIIajIa
cTpax, 0oJiee MPSIMBIM BparoM, KOTOPOTO OH MOJIZKEH ObIJT OIlacaThCs celvac, MOJKHE ObIIM ObITh
TIOCTIEIOBATENTN 3TOT'0 CYLIECTBA.

- "Yto u3 cebs MpenCcTaBSIOT 3TH Bepylomue B 'Cracutens'?"

- "X o4eHb MHOT0. BOJIBIMMHCTBO M3 HUX - TPAHCIIEHAEHTH, KOTOPhle IPOMEHSIJIM CBOE CyXKeHue Ha
Oonbiryio cuny. Panbie, Bo Bropyoo 3moxy, OHE CylecTBOBaIM KakK OpraHu3alys 0 Ha3BaHUEM
'‘Co3eiB Crniacutens'. TpaHCLieHAEHTOB, KOTOPHE BIIafaloT B pa3BpaT BO BpeMeHa Xaoca, [IOrpsA3IInX B
CTpaxe, Tak Xe MHOI'0, KaK ¥ OCEeHHUX JIUCTLEB.

-"...TlougaTrHo."

Posn kuBHYN B 3HaK moHUMaHus1. OH yutan o Co3biBe CracuTesns B UCTOPUYECKUX 3aITUCIX, U OBIIO



M3BECTHO, YTO 9TO OB 3710¥ KY/IbT, HENCTBOBABIINM B ITOCNIeHKE rogsl BTopoi amoxu. OmHaKo He
OBbLJI0 HUKAKUX CBEJIEeHUN 0 60re, KOTOPOMY OHHU MOKJIOHSIUCH. [T Ha 3TO ceidac, MOXKHO OBIIO
IIPENTONI0XKUTD, YTO faXKe aBTOP KHUTY He CMOT cobpaTh 0 HUX HUKAKOW WHGOPMAIUH.

Posn wyBCcTBOBA, 4TO TO, YTO OH yciblman oT Kaiifs, 661710 KpaliHe BaKHOU TalHOU IIPOIIIOTO, HO
ceryac 3TO He UMeJIo [ Hero OO0JIBIIOro 3HaveHus. Benb BCE 3TO IPOU30ILIO B JajIeKOM IIPOLIIOM
1 yKe He OBbIJIO CTOJIb aKTyaJIbHEIM B HBIHEITHIO 310Xy. [109TOMy 1ocjie MUHYTHOTO pa3nyMbs Poan
PeInI HeMHOT0 IPpUOIN3UTh XPOHOJIOTHIO COOBITHM K COBDEMEHHOCTH.

"Brl Kora-HUOyOb Crbliany uMs 'Bunctop Ackapt'?"

- "Boroce, 4TO HET, HO 4 IIpeAroaran, 4YTo Tl UMeelllb B BUAy 'Bragsiky'?"

- "Oa, oTo onu!"

- "4 yyacTtBoBan B coOpaHusx AccaM0iien B Te T'OfIbI, KOT{Ia OH OB aKTUBEH, XOTS U He 3HaJ ero
nMeHH. OgHAKOo OH ORI B Kypce MOUX [iesl ¥ laXKe MHOTHa OflapuBall MeHs alKorojieM. Ax, ia, 9To
OBITI0 TO caMoe BUHO Kamu, KOTOpoe Thl MPUHEC MHE CETOmHS."

[Toka mpeBHUH TPeaHT BCIIOMUHAJI MIPOIIJIOE, €0 BETBU MOTSHYJIKCH K €11€ OMHOMY YaHy C
ayIKoT0JIEM U Haydajlu BBIIMBATEH €T0 B OTBEPCTHE IepeBa.

- "OT0 BUHO BoccoenuHeHus. TOMbKO B TE MOMEHTHI, KOTla KO MHE ITPUXOASAT IIOTOMKM 3HAKOMBIX, 5
MOTY HACJIafIUThCS €T0 YyAEeCHBIM BKYCOM... KaxkeTcs, TOCIeHUM, KTO IPUXOAUIT KO MHE [0 Tebs,
OBLIT MOJIOIOM YesioBeK 1o uMeHH Po. ITpaBma, oH He MPUHEC ¢ c000M MHOTO BHHA."

- IIPO?II

- "ITa. 9TO OBITIO OKOJIO TPEXCOT BECEH Ha3afl, IPUMEPHO B 9TO Ke BpeMs. OH MPUIIEN COOOIIUTH MHE,
yTo Accambries CyMepeuyHbIx MyopelioB IpeKpaTuiia CBOE CyliecTBoOBaHue. [10X0xKe, OH HAIIEN 3TO
MeCTO I10 3allUCAM, OCTaBleHHBIX 'Brnageikon'... Hy, 1 ¥ caM goragbiBajics, IOCKOJIbKY y2Ke HUKTO
IaBHO He MIPUHOCHUII MHEe BHHA, HO €r0 CJI0Ba ITOATBEPAUIM MOU IOm03peHus. AccaM0Ores... HaKOHEIl-
TO BCTPETHUJIa CBOIO 3UMY", - C coXKaneHueM 3aMeTun Kaug.

C mopyrou ctopostl, Poan ¢ youBinerueM y3Has, 4To Po AcKapT OKa3bIBaeTCsl TOXKe CyMesl OTBICKaTh
3TO MeCTO, IPOUAs 10 ciiefaM BuHcTopa u Accambier CyMepedHBIX MyIpeIoB.

BO3BHIIIIAIOIIUNACS TPEAHT IIPOIOIKAJI CMOTPETh Ha YEPHOBOJIOCOTO MajIbYMKa, OTATUBas BUHO. 3a
IIOCJIeIHNE HeCKOJIbKO BEeKOB 4jieHH [loMa ACKapTOB, KOTOPHIM YOaloch IPOOYOUTE CBOO
PopocnoBHylo, Hauu nyTh B KapoHCKu# jec, 4ToObl IpencTaTh nepen HuM. Ha KOpOTKuM MUr
Pa3MBITHIHM CUITYST OPYTOr0 Yeji0BeKa MHOTOBEKOBOM aBHOCTH HAJIOXKUIICS Ha YEePHOBOJIOCOTO
IOHOIITy, CTOSIBIIIETO TTepefd HUM, XOTS 9Ta UJUTIO3US U MPOMJIMIIach BCET0 MTHOBEHHE.,



3aTeM OIlIeJIOMJIEHHEIE TJIa3a TpeaHTa MEeOJIEHHO o6pen1z1 SCHOCTB.

- "Tak BOT OHO KakKoe, Hacjegue poaa...." - ¢ TOCKO# mpobopMoTas oH cebe o HOC.

C opyro# cTopoHkl, P03 BCE emi€ npebhiBal B rTyO0KOM 3aJyMYHUBOCTH.

("TToromuTe-Ka, Po AckapT Torma ciemoBar 1o ciemaM BurcTtopa. Pa3Be 9TO He TOXe caMoe, 4TO S
menaro ceiyac? [JpyruMu clioBaMH, He 03HadaeT JIx 3TO0, 4T0...")

- "Kaiin, a yto ckasan Po, kormga Hameéen Tebsa? OH Toxke KcKal XXeToH Accambien?"

- "la, mericTBuTEeNbHO. EMy HyKeH Obls1 Mol [[yOOBEIN KYJIOH", - OTBETHII TpeaHT. "OH cKa3aJl, YTo
OTIIpaBisAeTCs B Aanekyio CTpaHy Y4€HbIX, YTOOBI TOMCKATh eIlle MOACKa3Ku."

("Hy pa3ymeetcsi! Ero 1emnbio 6blmu moucky 'Axamemuka'!")

I'maza Posna PaCOinpuiiuCh, KOTraa OH yCIIBIIIAI 3Ty HOBOCTS.

- "A Po, cniydaeMm, He pacCKa3bIBajl BaM 0 pe3yjibTaTaX CBOEro paccienosanus? I1o MouM cBemeHUAM,
Accambrniesi CymepedHbIX MyApeloB B TO BpeMsi Kak pa3 JoJiKHa Oblsa IpeKpaTUTh CBOE
CYyILlleCTBOBaHUE, TaK UYTO OH [OJKEH OBITh B COCTOSIHUM COOpaTh XOTh KaKyI0-TO HHGOPMAIUIO O Hell.'

PogocnoBuast AckapToB, ucue3HoBeHue Accambien CyMepeuHbx MyapeloB, BHe3aMHOE afieHue
YeJI0Be4YEeCKOU LUBUIIM3aluy BO BTopyro Jnoxy, a Takxke [JoM Apfie - 3TU TalHbl CUJIBHO IIOTPSICIIU
ceppate Posna. OH 3HAJ, YTO MPOCTO 00s13aH HAWTH OTBETHI Ha 3TH BOIPOCHL.

K ero YOUBIIEHUIO, JIpeBHI/II;I TPEaHT IIepea HUM BOPYT Ha4all IIOTJIa2KUBATh CBOE TeJo.

("Xm? Yto oH menaeT? Ha HEM 4TO, 3aBEJIMCh YEPBU UJIK YTO-TO eIe?")

_ IIKaﬁH?II

- "[la¥t MHe MUHYTKY. 51 IBITAI0Ch BCIIOMHUTE, Tie 3TO... AX TOUHO, 3TO ObIJIO IPUMEPHO 3[1€ECh."

MaccuBHOe IepeB0 HEMHOT'0 TTIOBEPHYJI0Ch HAOOK, OTKPHIB P03y 1I€BYyI0 CTOPOHY CBOETO Tena. Kain
yKasaJl BeTBSIMU Ha CBOM CTBOJL.

- "9T0 moyKHO OBITE I'TIe-To 3hech. OH ocTaBUiI coobIeHue."

_ "LITO?"



- "Kaxk s yKe 1 TOBOPHUJI paHee, MOM 1iceBOOHUM B Accambiiee Obin JleTomucen, X0Ts, 10 UPOHUU
cynns0Obl, UMEHHO Ha MHE U BeJlach 3Ta 'meTonuch'. Xa-xa-xa-xa... B mobom cnydae, s criocobeH
COXPaHSTh JI00BIe 3HAKU HA CBOEM TeJjle, a MOSI IPOLOJIKUTENIbHOCTh XKU3HU HaMHOT0 00JIblile, YeM Y
JIofiel, T03TOMY MHOTHe 4JieHbl AccaMOyier pelniyd 3alKuChiBaTh BaXKHYI0 HHPOPMAIUIO Ha MOEM
TeJle, YTOOB TapaHTUPOBaTh, YTO OHa OymeT nepefaHa OyoyLUMM IOKOJIeHUIM. Po ocTaBul Torga
coo01IeHue, U 1 IPUIIOMUHAI0, YTO OH YIIOMSIHYJI, YTO OCTABJISET €T0 AJisd OyAyImmux 4ieHoB [loma
Ackaptos. Tel MOXeIlb TOIPOOOBAaTH IOUCKATE €TI0 37€eCh."

Posn Ha MrHOBEHHeE OIEIInI, HO 3aTeM OBICTPO Hauas feicTBOBaTh. MICII0Ib3ys MaHy, OH OBICTPO
TIepelpHITUBall C BEeTKM Ha BETKY U moOpascs [0 MecTa, yKasaHHOro Kaigom.

[Tpuiiocks HEMHOT'O TOMCKATh, HO BCKOPEe OH HAIll€JT HeCKOJIbKO I'Ty0OOKO BEIPE3aHHEIX Ha CTBOJIE
Hamucel. BRICTPO MPOYKUTAB IOC/IaHue, OH YOUBIEHHO IIPUIIYPUII TJla3a.

0nst Tex, KTo MpUOET mocie MeHs. He moBepsifiTe AKKepMaHaM.

-Po Ackapt(]
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