BOpOTa B YUCTHUJIMIIIE MAaTE€PUAJIN30BaJIKCh IIPSAMO IIOCPEH IIJIOIIaau. ITommanHbIE HMIIEPpUHN Ha4Yalln
TDOMKO KPHAYATh OT yZKacCa.

Mup, Ha KOTOPHIM TaK CTPAIIHO U OTBPATUTEILHO OBIJIO CMOTPETS, TTie 3eM/IH ObLIN CHelaHbl U3
KOpYaIleycs MI0TH, a MTPUYYI/IUBEE KPUKU PA3HOCUITUCE TI0 BceMy HeEODY...

3oM0Ou cBOOOIHO GPOIUITH BOKPYT, MoxKKUpas cede momoOHBIX, B TO BpeMs KaK KOpabiib CMEPTH IIJIBIT
TI0 OKEaHy KPOBH...

OpHako, B OT/IMYKE OT KPUYAIIUX MTOAJAHHBIX, AJIJIEH ITMPOKO yikibancs. OH 00Bes B3TJISIIOM TOJIIY.
Ceiivyac uX BHUMaHUe ObIJIO TIOJTHOCTBIO COCPENOTOYEHO Ha BpaTax.

9T0 OBIJIO TO, YETO OH KAl BCE 3TO BPEMSI.

- A Tenepb CMOTpPUTE, MOM NTOAOaHHbIE! - AJlJIeH CKa3al 3TO TaK 'POMKO, KakK TOJIbKO MOT. - 9TO MUD,
KOTOPHIA BaMIIUPHI XOTIT CO30aTh!

Yto? O yeM OH BoOOIIE TOBOPHUIT?

B3arnsap rpada TuMoHTa mepeMecTHsICS Ha YUCTUIUINE. ITO afickoe MeCTO ObIJIO HaCTOIBKO
yKacawIlluM, YTO [aKe BaMIUPHL He CMOTYT BBEIKUTH TaM.

U Bce XKe, 3TOT MallbyuK TOBOPHAII YTO-TO Takoe?

- OTH yOJIIONKY XOTAT YBUAETh, KaK Halll MUD [IPeBPaTUTHCA B af! f1 cpomry y Bcex Bac - XOTUTE JIX
BBl KUTb B TAKOM afICKOM MUPE, KaK 3TOT?!

B 3TOT MOMEHT BHE3aIIHEIM CMePTEJIbHBIM X0JI0M0K pobexkart 1o cuuHe rpada TumoHra.

«0, mou Boru. 3t10, 3T0!..»

9T0 Oblya JTOBYyIIKA!

OTOT Mab4YMK, OH HAMEPEHHO MTO3BOJIUII BpaTaM B YHCTHUIIMIIE OTKPHITLCS. Bee miist Toro, 4ToOH OH
MOT IIPEBPATUTh BAMIIUPOB B OOBEKT y2Kaca ¥ BOUTH 3Ty UAEI0 TTTy00KO B CepAlla BCEX B 3TOM MUPE.

To, uero aToT yO/IIOOK XOTeJ JOCTUYh IPSMO celidac, Owiyo!..

- MBI 0CTaHOBUM 3TUX MOHCTPOB!



... BCe 9TO0 OBIJIO CEJIAaHO [JIs1 TOTO, YTOOEI OH CMOT II0KA3aTh MUPY CLEHY, B KOTOPOH OH 3aKPHIBAET
BpaTa B YACTHUJIMIIE ¥ MTOJTHOCTHIO COKPYIIAET BAMITHPOB!

9TO cTaHEeT J0Ka3aTelbCTBOM, YTO BCe B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbe ObITA abCOMIOTHEIMU CyIleCcTBaMu!

- Hacyc!

Jlnu o umeHu Hacyc mardyn Buepen, a 3aTeM OJHSI CBOM MyIIKeT.

BpaTa, KOTOPEIE IIOCTEIIEHHO OTKPLIBAJIKCE IIKPE, OBLIH IMOPa2KEeHEbI CBSITOM r[ynefl " IepecTalin
PacTHu. JIn4 el CTBUTENIHBHO OCTAHOBUII pacoimpeHune BpaT, HO €ro YCUJINAg He OBLIH HeaJIbHbIMU.

I peBHUE PYyHHI, 3aIIudpoBaHHbE caMuM rpadomM TuMOHTOM, GbIT0O HEBO3MOXKHO CJIOMaTh TakK IIPOCTO.

- 9-9T0, 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO! ITO COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOXKHO!

Iaxe ecnu 3T0 OB TUY, BCE, UYTO OH MOT CHEJaTh MPSIMO ceidac, TaK 3TO BRIUTPATh HEMHOTO
BpeMeHHU. Y TUMOHTa GBI IIaHC.

- Oy-y-y!.. - rpad TumoHT omHsAN 00e PYKU U YAAPUI UMU II0 3eMJIe CO BCell sHeprueii, Ha KOTOPYIO
ObL1 criocobeH.

9TO MpUBEJIO K TOMY, YTO BpaTa B YMCTHIIMINE PACIIMPUIKUCEH elrle O6obiie. OHU 3aKPyKUITUCH U
3aBpallla/IiiCch, KaK Oy[TO XOTeNIH YTO-TO 3aCOCATh.

BecuucnenHble pyKHy, CoeTaHHbBIE U3 KOCTEH, BHE3AITHO BRICKOYMJIIA U3 BOPOT U CXBATUIIU TEJIO
AnneHa. [ToyTu MTHOBEHHO €T0 TEJI0 HayaJsIo pacrnafaThCsa Ha MellbYaulie YaCTUIIBL.

«Ila, 1 coenan aTo!»

Bripaxenue nuia rpada TuMoOHTa IIPOCBETIIENO, HO 3TO AJIUJIOCH JIUIIL KOPOTKOE MIHOBEHHUE.

AneH IPOCTO CTOSJI TaM, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha rpynau. OH He CABUHYJICS C MecCTa.

TuMoHTra oxBaTHJIa TPEBOTA IIPU BUIE 3TOTO 3penuira. «4To 3acTaBisieT Tebs YyBCTBOBATh ce0s Tak
yBEPEHHO?!»

910 OBlNa TexHUKa 3amnedyaTeiBaHusA. M Bce ke yOI0g0K, KOTOPOro coOMpasnuch 3anedaTaTh, He
OKa3bIBaJl HUKAKOTO COIIPOTUBIIEHUS U Haxke He IBITalCcsa paciiu@poBaTh pyHel. HeT, 0H mpocTo...
IIpUHKMAJI 3TO?



Ho... 4T0 MOTJI0 OBITH IPUUYUHOMN 3TOT0?..

- BukoHnT XaHc [Ixxepypamu! - BHe3anHo cka3an CsaTou Kopob, ¥ Ha OTKPEITOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO
BHIILIEJI ellle OOWH 4YenoBeK. Barnsap rpaga TuMoOHTa aBTOMaTU4YECKU IEPEMECTHUIICS Ha HeTo.

OTOT0 MOJIOOTO YeI0BEKa COMPOBOKAI0 MHOKECTBO MTalafiHOB, KOTOPhIe HECITA OTPOMHBIH aJTBIi
IparoleHHE KaMeHb, cepalie MEKKYpKaIbBH, ¥ BCKOPEe OHH OCTAaHOBHUJIKCH IIePel BpaTaMHu.

- YT0 9TO TakKoe? - CIIpoCHI rpad.

YenoBek Mo nMeHU XaHC IIOMECTHUI cepane MEKKYpKalbBU Ilepef] BpaTaMy, a 3aTeM BIIPHICHYJI CBOIO
MaHYy B aJIblil AParoleHHBIM KaMeHb.

- Hert, aTOr0 HE MOXKeT OBITH?!..

- Cap, ceruac s HaYHy IPOIECC PacIu(PPOBKU. A TTOTOM...

I'ma3a rpada TuMoHTa 4yTh HE BHIIE3/IH U3 OPOUT.

XaHC IPOMOJIXKUII YBEPEHHEIM I'0JIOCOM: - ¢ 3aKpOoI0 BpaTa B yucTunuile!

XaHC OBITT BECh B XOJIOHOM IIOTY.

CoBeT, KOTOPSIH OH TOTMa faj AieHy, OblT TaKUM:

«Cap, moxkKanyucTa, caenanTe BCe BO3MOXHOE U [IOMelllaliTe BaMIIKpaM OTKPHIThH BpaTa B
YHUCTUTTUIIEY.

OpHaKO ceiyac BCe BBIIIIO JaJeKO 3a PaMKH TOTO, YTO, II0 er0 MHEHHIO, ObII0 mpueMiieMo. CegbMoi
IPUHI] yCTPauBaJjl, BO3MOXKHO, JTy4lllee IPeCTaBIeHNe B CBOEH XKU3HY Iepe[l BCeMU COOpPaBIIUMUCS
O TAHHBEIMU UMIIEPHH.

«JIomyCcTUM, OHU OTKPOIOT BpaTa. Thl CMOXKEIb 3aKPHITh UX?» - CIIPOCUJI CEObMOU IIPUHII.

XaHc yBepeHHO oTBeTHI: «KoHeuHO, cap! KTo g Takoii? Pa3Be g He IpU3HAHHBIM [eHUU, CIP?!»

Torma oH ckasan 3To cephe3H0. KoHeyHo, 0OH MoT OBl TPOUTPATh BAMIIUPaM, HO OH BCe eIlle XOTe
3asIBUTh, YTO OH OBIIT Ha IIaT BIEPENy 3TUX KPOBOCOCYUTUX YOITIOMKOB.



CengpMoi IPUHI] YXMBUIBHYJICS, YCIIBIIIAB €eT0 0TBET. KOHEYHBIM pe3yIbTaTOM TOM YXMBUIKU OBIIO TO,
YTO IPOUCXOAUTIO IPSIMO Ceryac.

«A-a-a-a-a, 4epT BO3bMU!»

Kaxk 1 oxupganoch OT 4jieHa HMHepaTOpCKOfI cembu! HUKTO 13 HUX He OB B 30PaBOM yMe'

XaHC yCBIIIaa UCTOPUIO OT ANMCHL BO BpeMS X NPUKIII0YeHns B AlipaHce. OHa cKa3aja, YTO BCAKUM
pas, Korja oHu OBITM B YEM-TO aBCOITIOTHO YBEPEHEI, YIEHE UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbY HE 3afaBajid
HHUKAKHX BOIIPOCOB U ITPOCTO MPOABUTAIUCE BIIEPe.

Annen IIpsAMO ceryac TOYHO COOTBETCTBOBAI 9TOMY IIPAaBHUITYy. CYIJ.IGCTBOBB.J'I PHUCK TOT'O, 4YTO €T0
3allpyT B MTHOM M3MEPEHUH. CYU.IGCTBOBB.J'[ TaK2Xe PHUCK TOT'O, YTO TEOKpATHYECKad NMIIEPUA
OKaXeTCd B CepBGSHOfI OIIaCHOCTH.

AneH 3HaJ BCe 3TO, HO ITIOYEMY BCE BHITJISIAENIO TaK, OyATO eMy OBIJIO BCE PABHO, U OH faxke
HacJaXmalcs 3TUM B MaHHBINM MOMEHT?

«CTom, OH MeHCTBUTEIbHO HACIAXKOAEeTCSI STUM?»

XaHC ycTaBuiCcd Ha A/jieHa, IIOCJie 4ero mokKayasl roJI0BOM.

9TOTO HEe MOTJIO OBITh. Cempmon IIPUHI] HE OBLT B BOCTOpPTre OT TOTr0, 9YTO OH CTall CBSATHIM KoponeM.
Tak 4TO TaKOM YeJIOBEK, KaK OH, IIPOCTO HE MOT II0JIYy4aTh YOOBOJILCTBHUE, O€JIasd YTO-TO HAaCTOJIBKO
OIlaCHOe€E.

Bce 310, DONXKHO GBITL, OBIJIO €T0 MOMLITKOM HOeaJIbHO 3aBEPIINUTE 3TOT CIIEKTAKIIb. Ila, Tak 4 eCTb.

«Ero BeicouecTBO OPY4YUsI MHE 3Ty MUCCHUIO».

XaHc YCTaABHUJICA Ha BXOO B YACTHUJIUIIIE. YacTs ronosel AnieHa PpacialaCh Ha 9YaCTHUILBI X Oblna
3aCO0CaHa Ty[Ha.

Ho Annen cmotpen Ha XaHca 6e3 Maneiiiero kone6aHus B raa3ax.

HOBepI/Ie. TompKO 3TO MOKHO OBITIO IIOYYBCTBOBATEL B CBETE, YTO I'OPEJI B €TI0 I'JIa3aX.

«[a, ga! f comenato aTo! YepT Bo3bMHU, BbI MOKETE HAIIPATATh KOTO-TO OO0 TAaKOM CTEIIEHU IIPOCTO
3abaBel pagu?!»

XaHC CTUCHYI 3y0Obl ¥ Hafled OYKHU. 3aTeM OH OBICTPO Hafes CIEeOYIOIIyIo YacTh CBOET0 Hapsaa -



KOJKaHbIe TIEpYaTKH U 1abopaToOpPHEIN GapTyK.

['nsns Ha BpaTa B YUCTUINIIE, OH IIPOTSHYJI JIEBYIO PYKY K cepaly MEKKypKaibBHy, a paBylo - B
HallpaBJIeHUU BpaT.

- OpHaKo MeHS He yIOBIIETBOPUT TUTYJI BUKOHTA, C3p! Bam myulile mpucBOUTH 3BaHUE rpada, HET,
CTOII, MapKH3a UK faxe repiora, cap! ITotomy 4To 4... - 6poBu XaHca B3/I€TENH BHICOKO BBEPX. - ...
COBEPILY IIOJBUT, JOCTOMHBIN 3TOT0 TUTYa!

OH HeMe[JIeHHO IPUCTYIMI K paciiudpoBKe PyH.

OH BU[IEJ CKBO3b IIOTOK IEMOHUYECKOY SHEPTHH, HCIIOIb3YsI CBOM HafleKHbIe 0YKHU. 3am(poBaHHbIE
pyHH4eckue OYKBHI CBOOOOHO TEKJIM BHYTPH.

OH mpencraBun cebe onmpeneneHHb 00pa3 B cBoel ronoBe. Ha Helt ObUT ©300pakeH IBEPHOU IIPOeEM,
3aMOK KOTOpOro Obi 3amuppoBaH. XaHC CXBAaTHUII CBOI0 BOOOpAXKaeMylo CBSI3KY KITIOUed ¥ Hadasl
BCTaBJIATh MX B 3aMOYHYI0 CKBaXKUHY, OJUH 3a IPYTUM.

OTOT He IIOOXOIMII.

U sroT...

Onats He nogotern!..

Cnepnytommui!..

OH cHOBa ¥ CHOBA BCTABIISI B 3aMOYHYIO CKBAKHWHY TO, YTO Ka3aJIOCh 0eCcumrCIeHHEIM KOJTHYEeCTBOM
Kouel. Enre 60bIe X0I0IHOT0 IIOTa HaYKMHAJIO TeYhb 10 er0 KOXKe.

TeMm BpeMeHEM IIPUMEPHO IIOJIOBHMHA TeJla ArnmneHa Oblsla 3acocaHa B Opyroe usmepeHune.

«HerT, aToT Xankuil MaJIeHbKHUHN 3aMOK He CTaHeT!..»

Crnenyromun K04 UaeaabHO BOIIE B 3aMOYHYI0 CKBAXKUHY.

«OH nopgomer!»

On OTIIED 3aMOK U OTKDPBHIJI IBEPE.

Tenepsb emy Obllla aHa BIIAaCTh KOHTPOIMPOBATh YaCTh JEMOHUYECKON 3HEPTUH, TEKYIIEN BHYTPH



Bpar.

«Cremyouum».

XaHc OTKDPGHBIJI IBEPE U YCTABUJIICA Ha CHGJIYI-OH.II/Iﬁ 3aHeprIfI JIBepHOfI IIpoeM.

OpmHa mBeph 3a APYTOM... OH MPOMOJIKa IIPOABUTAThCS BIIepen U pacimmdppoBbiBall Kon. OH OB He
TOJILKO OBICTPHIM, HO ¥ YBEPEHHBIM B cebe. OH ObII TOYEH U He ITOKa3biBal HUKAKMX IIPU3HAKOB
TTAHWKH.

['ma3a XaHCa HaJIUIKACh KPOBBIO, @ U3 HO3OPEU OT yCTaJ0CTU II0TeKJia KPOBb.

- 9TO OH... IeHCTBUTEIbHO YeJIOBEK?

Yousnenue 6BICTp0 OTPa3uJIOCh Ha JIUIIE rpad)a Tumonra.

OTOT 4enoBeK CUCTeMaTUYeCKH pa3rafiblBa 3alindpoBaHHbE KOIB], KOTOPEE OB HaI0KEHHl PYT
Ha mpyra!

«... DTOT IIOCJICTHUN».

XaHC yCTaBUIICS Ha MOCIegHUM Habop 3amudpoBaHHEX PyH. Ceifyac OH Kak 6yaTO CMOTpPes Ha
MaCCHUBHYIO KPEIIOCTHYIO CTEHY.

On CTUCHYII 3y'6H 1 BRITAHYII obe PyKH, 11ocjie 49ero B3MaxXHyJI UMH. OH monbITaNICcs KOHTPOJINPOBATH
BCE€ PYHHI 4 IIOTOK I[eMOHPI‘{eCKOfI OQHEPIruun.

IdeMoHMYecKas aHeprusi MEKKypKaabBU COENUHUIACh C eT0 MaHOW, ¥ OHU [IBUHYJIUCH BMECTE.

«BricTpee. ['opa3go OricTpee!»

HpOMe}KYTOK BPEMEHH BCET0 B HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I ITOKAa3aJICsA eMy HECKOJIbKUMHU YaCaMHu. Bce
ABHUT'AJIOCh TdK MEJJIEHHO.

[BuxkeHUs pyK XaHCa, KOTa OH pacIIU(POBLIBAJ KOf, BHE3aIHO IpekpaTunuck. ['masa [lapnoTTe
IIMPOKO paclaxXHYJIUCh, HO AJIJIeH Moida Habsiofa 3a IPOUCXON LM,



Pyku XaHca 6e3B0JIbHO yanu 1mo 0okaM. Ero mmeun omyCTUINCE, ¥ BCS ero Gurypa IUlenHy1ach Ha
3eMiti0. TsI2KeJo Oblllia, OH MOMHSII I'J1a3a Ha BpaTa C MOTEePSHHBIM U YCTAJIBIM BEIPpaXKeHUEM Ha JIUIIe.

I'pad TuMOHT Ha KaKOe-TO BPEMS MTOTEPSIT HUTh MIPOUCXOSIINET0, HO BHE3AMTHO pa3pas3uiics
IIPUCTYIIOM CMeXa. - Xa, Xa-Xa-xa! B-BepHO, 9T0O HeBO3MOXKHO A1 TaKuX, KaK ThI!

,]:[pO}KaIlII/Ie I'/la3a BaMIIMPa CMOTPEJIN Ha XaHca.

- [IpocToy 4enoBeK HUKOTTIa He CMOXKET pacin¢poBaTh APeBHUE PYHEI, KOTOPHIE S IMYHO MIPUAYyMall.
[TonTopa TeicsiueneTus! Thl, THI AyMaJ, YTO CMOXKEIb paciInppoBaTh caMy MO0 Xu3Hb?! Kakas
YyIIIb!

XaHC TOMOPIIUIICS IIPU 3TUX CJIOBAX U yCTaBUIICS Ha rpada TumoHra.

- 3Haellb, CETONHS 5 MOOEHUTI, - C 3TUMHU CJIOBAMU OH IIOAHSAT PYKY.

3aTteM OH IMEeJIKHYI IaJlblIlaMu.

- Tel mpourpas, 4epToB BAMIUP.

t‘IepHI:Ie PYKHU BHE3aIllHO IMIOABUIINCH U3 HUOTKYHOA W B3AJIMCE 3a BpaTa B YUCTHUIIUIIIE.

['ma3a TumoHTa B OMHO MIHOBEHNE PACIIUPUIIUACE.

[Tocpemuuku! OHUM CUIOK 3aKphIBaIu BpaTa!

XaHc mepeBert B3rsaA o0paTHO Ha rpada TUMOHTA ¥ CKa3anl: - 3HaHUs, HaKOIJIEHHEIE 3a ITOITOPH
TBICSTYM JIET, HE TaK NMU? [[efCTBUTENBHO, THI, YOIIOO0K, BEPOSATHO, 00Iagaelh Takoy OOIKUPHON U
BIIEYAT/IAIONIe 0a30i 3HAHUN, ogHako! Bumums iy, 4...

OH cxBaTun THMOHTa 3a BOPOTHUK M YAApUJI €ro 1o 10y CBOUM JIO0M.

- 4 obrapmaro 3amacoM 3HAHUM, YTO MePegalTCs U3 MOKOJIEHUS B MMOKoJIeHne. CKaxy MHe, HeCSITKU
MOUX IIPEOKOB HUJIM OOUH BaMIIUpP, KTO, II0 TBOEMY MHEHHIO, OKaxkeTcsl culbHee? [lepecTaHb CMOTPETh
Ha Hac, JII0JIel, CBLICOKA, Thl, BOHIOUMY BaMmup!

['ma3a rpada TuMOHTa YyTh He BBUIE3NMH U3 OPOUT. - ... Thl, YOIIOOOK, KTO THl TAKOM?!



XaHC BBITPSMUII CIIUHY ¥ YBEPEHHO OTBETHUIN: - § - aJIXMMUK U3 CEJIbCKOM TTYLIU. A Temeps...

OH IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY U B3TJISIHYJ Ha AnyieHa. Kak TONBKO BpaTa 3aKpPhUIAChH, TEJIO MIPUHIA, KOTOPOe
pacrafanochk Ha YaCTH, CHOBA Ha4ajio 06peTaTh CBOIO MPeXKHIOW (Gopmy.

- 4 - BuKkoHT XaHC [xKepypaMu, KOTOpHIU ciyXkuT Ero BenuuectBy CBsaToMy Koposto!

- 9To OBINIa XOpouas OuTBa, BaMmup... CerogHs ThI IPOUTPA YETIOBEKY.
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