Bce TPUOLATE COJIHAT MEIIaJIM BaMIIMPY OBUTAThCS. CBHU.IGHHI/IK 2Ke MeJJIEHHO IIOJOIIIEe]I K
IIOBEPZXKEHHOMY BaMITMDY U CHSJI YepeIl AMoHa.

OH mOfHSI MyIIKETHYI0 BUHTOBKY OIHOM PYKOU U BHIOXHYJI B TaTPOHHUK.

- H-get! Ilomagute MeHs, moxanyrcra! YBaaaxk! - BCKpUKHYJI BaMIIUD.

9toro He MoxkeT ObITh! OH He [MOonKeH OblJI BCTPETUTLCS JIUIIOM K JIMILY C 3TOM TBaphio!

9TOT yOINIONOK, OH...

TeHb HaBUCIa Haf JIUIIOM BaMIupa, rpad BaMIUPOB IIONBITAJNICS IIOGHATH €T0 '0JIOBY, HO CBAIIEHHUK
OBICTPO HACTYNWII Ha Hee.

['Ta3a MOHCTpA pPacCHaxXHY/IKCh elle IIupe.

OTOT CBAIIEHHUK 0Ka3aJiCs BCETO JIUIIb MabYHUINKOM, OH OB Jaxke MOJIOXKe, UeM OH Mor cebe
IIPefCTaBUTh. MaKCUMyM eMy OBIIO IIeCTHAAIATh JIeT.

OpHAaKO OH OIpenesieHHO He OblT OOLIYHEIM YeJIOBEKOM. BhIpaxkeHue JHlla MOJIOJOTO CBSIeHHHKA
0110 6oJlee 37I0BELIUM U JKECTOKUM, YeM Y JIt000T0 JeMOoHa.

Ero rnaza, ero ryosl... OHU yIIbIOAIKCE.

JT1O0T JE€MOH, II0-BUONMOMY, OBILJI ITOJIOH 663YMI/I${, " OH MEeOJIEHHO OTKPHBIJII POT.

- Bo uM# oT1ja, CeIHA U CBATOTO OyXa...

CTBOJI OCTAHOBUJICS IIpsAMO IIepen riia3aMy BaMIInpa. Jto HEeOImnCyeMO yKacCalolllas U 3JI0BeIlasd
002keCTBEHHOCTh CHOBA Hayajla COYHUThCS U3 OPyXKus.

U 3arem...

- O#, MHUCTep BaMITUP, CYACTIUBOTO PoxKaecTBa. [lepenait mpuseT ['ee, Korma moOepelrses I0 afa,
X0po1Io?

Marnb4yuK Npou3Hec HeCKOJIBKO CJI0B, KOTOPhEle MOXKHO OBIIO MCTOJIKOBATh TNO0 KakK YUCTOe
6oroxynbCTBO, MO0 KaK UCTUHHOE BOCXBajleHue OOTHMHY, a 3aTeM PEeILIUTeNIbHO HaxKall Ha CIIyCKOBOM
KPIOYOK.



IBamgaTh IsTOE mEeKadps.

YTpeHHee COJIHIIE Ha4aJIO IOOHUMATHECA Hall KPEIIOCTEIO.

Temnnel COTHEYHEIN CBET paccesyl B TYMaHe NeMOHUYECKYI0 3HEPIrHi0, HO caM TyMaH BCe ellle
ITOKPBIBAI MECTHOCTDb OKOJIO KPEIOCTH.

KaTOp}KHI/IK BOH3HII M€Y B 3eMIJIIO, YTOOHBI HE YIIacCThb. Ts2Keso meiiia, OH OTISOeNCs.

Ox GobIlNe He BUIEN HEXXUTH 3a BHEIITHUMY CTeHaMH. Bce 9Tu afickue co3gaHus pa30exkalluch.
EnvHCTBEHHOM OCTABLIEWCS HEXKUTHIO OBIIH T€, KTO MEJIEHHO TasiyI B «03€Pe» CBSITOM BOMHL.

Ha nuitax KaTOPKHUKOB U CONOAT OTPA3UIOCh CMITEHHE Pa3Hou cTeneHn. OOgHAKO 3TO
IIPOOOIKAJIOCh JIUIITE KOPOTKOE MTHOBEHME, ¥ BCKOPE UX JIWIla Havalld APOXKaTh.

Yronku ux ryd OporHyu.

U HaKkoHell...

- MwL... Mu1 mobenumnu!!!

®eopan [IxxeHanb[ 3acTaBull ce0s MOHATL PYKY ¥ IPOBO3IJIaCUI UX o6ely, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO
eMy ObLJIO TPYOHO OBUTATh 3TOW CaMOM PYKOM.

-A... ax, ax!

- d... coenarn aTo.

- 9 xus!!!

Bce 0o eguHOrO0, CONMOaTH U KaTOP2KHUKH, B3PEBEIIN. JZ[a}Ke XKurtenu PoHunu, a Takxke 6e}KeHI_IbI u3
AOPYIux JepeBeHb TOXKEe I'POMKO KpHUYajikd, U UX KPUKHU OBITTIH TTOJIHEI 6e3ynep}KHoro CY9acCThbdd.

HecMmoTps Ha MpakKTUYeCKH IIOJIHOE OTCYTCTBUE CHUJI, XapMaH IIPOJOJIKUII ABUTaThCcsA. Ho Korma oH
nmobOpascs o IeHTpa KpenocTu PoHuM, KoTopas Temneps 60J1bllle HallOMUHAJIa OMyCTOIIEHHYIO 1
IyCTYIO PaBHUHY, €r0 rjla3a YyTh He BEICKOUUIIM U3 OPOUT.

HOTOMY YTO OH YBHJEJI, KaK HECKOJIbKO HEMEPTBEIX <<prHapeﬁ>>, YTO OBITM COTKAHBI U3 YHCTOTO



CBEeTA, CTOSIIM HEIIOABUKHO Ha 3TOMU PaBHUHE. K coxanenuio, 3Ta ClieHa OIuaach BCETO CEeKYHYy, TaK
KaK OHY MCYE3IJIN, PACCEABIINCE B JIETKHE CBETJIbI€ YdCTHUIIHI.

Ha aTo# omycToIIeHHO# U IyCTOM paBHUHE OJHOTO MaJjibuMKa IOoAepKKBaa geBylika. Ha 3eMre xe
7Ie3Kaso CyIiecTBo 0e3 CO3HaHMUS.

Cy1iecTso...

- Bamniup?

XapMaH BHMeN, KaK BaMIIAP MeIJIeHHO ITPeBpalajcs B Memel ¥ PaCCerBasCs 10 BETPY.

[TanaguH 3aKphUI POT U IepeBest B3I Ha HUMIEePCKOTro IPUHIA. MalbyuK, MOAnePKHUBaEMBIH
CEeMOBIIacoOy EBOYKOM, CIlajl, KaK MepTBOe OPEBHO, C MOBOIBHOM YXMBITKOM Ha JTHUIIE.

Ha xonme, Hemmomaneky oT Kpenoctu PoHuu.

TeokpaTrueckast UMIIePHs II0Calla CBOM CaMbll 3JTUTHHIN JTIeTHOH, «OpIeH CBATOT0 KPecTa», Koraa
BBICIIIMIE YWHEI TIOYYBCTBOBAJIM, YTO B CEBEPHOM PETHOHE MTPOUCXOMUT YTO-TO 3JIOBEIIIEE.

U Tonpko YTPOM OBaAAaTh IMIATOIO0 UM HaKOHEIT yoaJIOCh ,E[OﬁpaTBCSI IO MeCcTa Ha3HayeHus - POHUH.

[Tepen BoMCKaMu CTOSII BLICOKWM CTApUK U, TSI Ha KPEIIOCTh, OH MPOOOPMOTa YTO-TO C
0e3pa3nuyYHbIM BHIPaKEHUEM JIUIIa: - MBI y2Ke OT037anu?

OH Ob1T 0671aYeH B OPOHIO TAKOM TOJIIIMHEI, YTO MOXKHO OBIJIO MCIIOIL30BaTh B KAUYECTBE UYT'YHHON
BaHHH. OgHAKO, B OTJIMYKE OT MaCCUBHOM Oesoit OPOHHU, TEJI0 CTapuKa II0M BCel 3TOM OpoHel OBIIOo
TOLLKM.

- IToxoxke Ha TO, MUAJIOPA,

- Korpa g ycnelmmarn, 94To B CTpaHe MePTBBIX IYXOB IIPOUCXOOUT CTPAHHOE SIBJIEHUE, S UCIyTraicsa 1
IIoyMaJl, 4YTO IIPOU30LITI0 BO3poxKAeHre Koposisi HEKpOMaHTOB, HO... CTapUK MPUILYPUIICH, TS0 Ha
KPETIOCTE. - ... 3TO OB BCETO JIMIIL XKaJIKUH BaMIup?

erHOCTb Ponus cocrosima B OCHOBHOM U3 KAaTOP2KHHUKOB U I'PaXTAaHCKHX. Tak 4To TO, 4TO BaMIIUDyY
He yHAaJIOCh 3aXBATUTh TAKYIO KPEIIOCTh, MOT'JIO O3HA4YaTh TOJIBKO TO, 9YTO OH OBIJT CJTUIIIKOM CJIaOBIM.

- ¢ He 3HAa0, KaK BaMIIUPY yAalioCh KOMaHIOBaTh IBAAlAThIO TEICSTYaMU I'0JIOB HEKUTH, TaK KaK OH



He CMOT' YHUYTOXKHUTE JaxXe }KepTBeHHBIfI 3aMok. OpmHakKo...

- ... KaKas CTpaHHas aypa.

CrapuK yXKe JaBHO OLIyTHJI HEKYIO aypy, 3af0JIr0 A0 TOr0, KaK OH C apMHUed JOCTUT 3TOr0 MecTa. JTa
aypa MOrJjla BO3HUKHYTh TOJIbKO U3 Xa0Ca, BEI3BAHHOI'O CTOJIKHOBEHNEM MOTYIIECTBEHHOU
00KeCTBEHHOU U JeMOHUYECKON SHEPTHH.

9To gBNEHNE, Ka3aJioCh, YKa3hIBaJIo Ha TO, YTO BAMIIUP, JOIKHO OBITh, 06J1afial 3HaUUTEIbHBIM
KOJIMYECTBOM IEMOHHUYECKOM 3Hepruu. Y 9To TakXKe yKa3bkiBajlo Ha TO, YTO YeJI0BEK, 00J1aialoniui
CTOJIb K€ MPUINYHBIM 3allacoM 00KeCTBEHHOCTH, BCTAI Ha 3alUTY 9TOM CaMO# KPETOCTH.

W 1ocKoMNBKY cerydac BCS KPeIoCTh IIPUBETCTBOBaa KOHel] 60MHY, 3TOT HEM3BECTHHIN YeJIOBeK,
MOKHO OBITH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB YOUJT BAaMITHPa.

CrapuK yCTaBUJICS Ha KPEIOCTh U MpobopMoTal, HU K KOMY KOHKPETHO He oOpalnaschk: - Heyxenu
ctoga cnyctusucs CBATOU UM YTO-TO B 3TOM pofe?

Bor, oTKonoBIu# 0T cebst 4acTHUIly, YTOOL TOPOIUTH MAapPUOHETKY Pagu COOCTBEHHOTO Pa3BIeUeHHUs
- TAKUX CYLIeCTB Ha3blBalu CBATHIM UK CBATOU.

HOCKOJ’IBKy OHHY HE MOTJIM BCIIOMHHUTE UJIX HE OCO3HABAJIX IIPUYHH CBOEr0 CyIIeCTBOBAHU A, IIOYTHU
HUKTO M3 HUX He IMeJI HU MaJIeHIIero IIpeacTaBjIeHus O TOM, KTO OHU TdKHe.

- Bruio OBI HEmJI0X0, eciy OBl 3TO NelCTBUTEILHO OLIIO TaK.

Borina MeXKOYy BaMIIMPDaMHU 1 9€JIOBEYECTBOM IIPOAOJIZKAJIaCh YK€ HEeCKOJIBKO THICSTYEJIETH.

C TeueHMEeM BpeMEHU HEMEPTBHIE HaYa/Il HAaXOOUTh BCe 00J1ee XUTPhIe CIIOCOObI TPOHUKHOBEHUS B
00I11eCTBO KHUBHIX. Tak 4TO OBIJIO OBl 3TOPOBO 3aIONYyUYUTEL GUTYPY, MTom00HYI0 CBITOMY UnIu CBATOMH,
YTO BLICTYIIMT B KAUeCTBE 00BEIUHSIOIETO 3BeHa B 3TOM 3aTSIKHON BOWHE.

CTapuk KpUBO YCMEXHYJICS.

OH HauuHan nuTaTh OECIIOYBEHHBIE HAJleXK bl 10 MEPE TOT0, KaK €Tr0 KOHEIl TOAKPaAbLIBaJICS BCE
onmuxe 1 Onuxke. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, CMEPTh OOHOTO BaMITMpPa He MOTJIa IIPeaBeIaTh MOsSBIeHNe
CBaToro.

- OTnpaBsb CBSAILIEHHUKOB, JIeKapeu U alTeKapeu B KpenocTh. [IpruopuTeT Ha ucleeHne
rpaXpaHCKuX, ¥ TOJIBKO II0CJIe HUX IPUCTYIIaUTe K OCYXKIEHHBIM.



He vMeno 3Ha4YeHUs, yMpPYT 1M KaTOPXKHUKY U pabrl. OgHaKo cTtaprka Oecrnokousia 6e30IacHOCTb
MECTHBIX XUTEJIEeN.

- [Tonsan, Baie BenuyecTBo, - OTBETHII HaJIaAUH U HU3KO IIOKJIOHUIICH.

- Bo3Bpauaemcs, - cka3as cTapuk u o6epHyics. OH BCKOYHMII Ha KPEnKoro 60eBOro KOHs Kak pa3 B
TOT MOMEHT, KOT/Ia K HeMy 00paTHICs OPyrod majafuH.

- Ho, Bame BennuecTtso, CeJIBMOI;I HMHepCKHfI IIPUHI] TOZKE OOJI2KEH HaXOOUTHCA B 9TOU KpPEIIOCTH.

BrlpaxkeHue nvlla cTapuka u3MeHunsock. OH IIOCMOTpEJT Ha NajlafiiHa TaK, CJIOBHO CTOJIKHYJICS CO
CMepTeIbHEIM BparoM. - Y MeHs HeT HUKaKUX IIPUYUH BUOETh IIYIoro pebeHKa, KOTOpHhIi
IIPOJOJIKAeT OCKOPOIATh MaMsITh COOCTBEHHOM MaTepu. be3 COMHEHHS, OH, JOJIXKHO OBITh, TPSATAJICS
B pe3upeHnuu peomana, CheKUBAsICh OT CTpaxa.

Brimo 651 XOopo11o, eCliu OBl MaJIbYUK HE HapeJliall B IIITaHbI BO BpEMs1 3TOI'0O XaocCa.

- MuI yxoguM. ITo3xke 51 BRICTTyIIAl0 OOKJIaa XapMaHa 110 3TOMY BOIpocy. Bei3oBuTe ero o6paTHO B
IBOpel, YTOOH 5T MOT IOIIPOCUTH ero IJIs MoaydeHus 6oee moapoOHoH nHGOPMALIUHU.

- [Tonsan, Bamie BenuuecTtso.

CBsITOM UMIIEPATOP TEOKPATUUYECKON UMIIEPUY, BEJIUKUI TepOii, KOTOPLIH yOUIT KOPOJIs HEKPOMaHTOB
AMOHa IATbOECAT JIeT Ha3af, JINYHO IPUIIesl K 3TOM KPEIoCTH.

KenbT Omndosc 6POCHIT MOCTeNHUH B3I Ha KPermocTh POHUY, TTOCIe Yero OTIIPABUIICS B Iy Th.

- Mo# Mep3Kuil MaJleHbKUU BHYK.

Caaroii umnepatop Kenbt Ondorsc BepHyncs B ABopel. [IpuMepHO Yepe3 [iBe HEOEeNU Ty[a IPUOLLI U
najaguH XapMaH, 4TOOB IPENCTaBUTh CBOM OTYET O CIIYYUBIIEMCS.

BHyTpH 3aa ayueHINl), TAKOTO OTPOMHOT0, UTO €Tr0 MOXKHO OBIsI0 OBl Ha3BaTh OTHEIbHEIM 3aMKOM,
XapMaH HU3KO MTOKJIOHUJICS CBITOMY uMIiiepaTopy KenbTy Ondorcy, cuasiieMy Ha TPOHE.

3aTeM IajagyH OTKPBUI POT.

- Ero BBICOYECTBO MMIIEPCKUM IPUHI] OBLT TeM, KTO yOus rpada BaMnupos, Bamie BenuyecTso.

PoT cBSITOTO MMIIEpaTOpa 3aKPHIJICS MTOCIIE TOTO, KaK OH YCJIBIIIAT 3TO.
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