'Ax, HET'
OcTpue Meda HaNpaBUJIOCh B CTOPOHY €€ JIEBOU PYKH.

B MOMEHT HaHEeCEeHUS yoapa, Ka3aJloCh, BPEMs IIOTEKJIO CTOJIb MEQJIEHHO, CJIOBHO €T0 YaAeP2KKBalla
OrpOMHadA JIadOHE.

B aTo KOpPOTKO€ 1 B TO 2K€ BpeMs JOJIr0€ MTHOBEHHUE KanHa oco3Hara.

Bo3MO0xkHO, 4epe3 HECKOJIbKO CEKYH.
E#1 oTpexXyT 3amsacToe.

Ona ocTaHeTCs KaleKoil Ha BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCA 2KU3HbB.

'He Gecmokoiics, s MPOXKUBY HOJIT0, BCE B IOPSAKe, He HAIo MJIaKaTh .

KanHa cxkaa Kynak. [Ipupmarna cui 3aKkpeIBAOIIUMCS BEKaM.

OHa HHKOTa He 3aKpoeT ria3a.

C3agu mocnslancs 3BYK.

B nocnenHre MUHYTH XKH3HU, KOTHa ee MOMXKNUAala CMEPTh 10 Ha3BaHWEM «Med», OHa IPOofoKaia
CIIEIUTH 3a €ro JIeBOU PyKoli!

U xorma ee KOHeIl BCe CTAaHOBUIICA OIHXKe...

— Omu!

B cnenyoliee MTHOBEHME TTOCIIHIIIANCS 3BYK,

Ax,an!

Me4 BOH3UIICS I101 CTPaHHBIM yrHOM!

— Arx...

KanHa, cuUIbHO MCIIYIaBIIUCh U PACTEPABIINCH, MEOJIEHHO IIOJHAJIA I'OJIOBY.

Ha ToinbHOM cTOpOHE namoHu Kacuns 3acTpsia HaKOHEYHUK CTPEeJIbl!

— Aaal



U B ToT XKe Mur Hap rniaedom Kacumng IIpoJieTella ee OgHa CTpeJia.

— Ipunn!

TonbKo TOTHa PHIApPh OTOOBUHYT B cTOpoHY KauHy. U moiiman Teno Kacuns.

— Ayu.

— Bare BricouyecTBO! Kak BhI?

Priaps 65ICTPO OTTONKHYN Kacuiis 3a Moo criuHy. OH IIOCMOTPEN B TO HAIpaBjieHue, OTKyaa Oblia
IyIeHa CTpea.

— Krto Th1! He cKkphIBaiics, TpyC, HOKaKUCh!

Ha ero cnosa IIPOTHBHUK BEHIIIEJI U3 TEHH.

Her, oH u He coananca C CaMOT'0O Ha4aJla CKPEIBATHCA.

3BYK TsA2K€EJIbIX IIaroB.

Osa cibllIaja CIIOKOMHEIE IIari.

HeB3I/Ipa${ Ha BeChb XaocC, OH IIeJl CJIUIITKOM CIIOKOMHO.

KaHHy O0XBATHJIO CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO, U OHa IIPHUIIYPHUIIACE.

4 3abmyxnmaoch?

B TeMHOTE BUHENIOCH TYCKJIOE cepebpsHOoe CUSHUE.

— Kak Xxke Tax.
HerT, He MOXeT OLITE.

9TO OTHIOMb HE 386HY}KJIGHI/IG.

HakoHell, Korfa oH mopoiies 651uxe, TYHHBIN CBET 03apUJT JIUIIO0 MYKUMHEL.

W B 9TOT MOMEHT OTYETINBO 3abnecTenu cepeOpucThie Bojaock. CuHe-rony0ne ria3a ¢ 00bIeHHON
YIIBIOKOM.



— OTO cOenan NpuHI?

[Tocnmimancs ronoc CunbBueHa BaneHTHHO.

OH nopornesn, 6e33a60THO yIEI0ASICh.

[Tpogornxkasa uaTH MUMO Ali3eKa, OTTIyIIEHHOTO U CTOSBIIETO B OllelleHeHWH, MUMO Jiopha benucuwy,
OH npubnuxkancs K Kanne.

Ho ero B3rnsig yCTpeMUsCs B OPYyTyI0 CTOPOHY.

— Kak u gyman. [TpuHI] IPUIOKUI K 3TOMY PYKY.
— Br...

— JlaBHO He BUIIENUCH, Ballle BHICOYECTBO.

Korga peiniaps moTepsit gap peud, ¢ yct Kacums cieTen 3ByK CTOHA.

On nocmoTtpen Ha CunbBHEHA, APOXKA OT CTpaxa.

— Yro BH AenaeTe! Kak BBl OCMENUIIUCH COBEPIIUTD IIPefaTebCTBO!

— IlpemaTenbCcTBO?

CunbBUeEH B U3yMJIEHUH CKJIOHHUJ T'OJIOBY.

— Kak y Bac, mojaHHOT0 UMIIEPHH, MOXKET ObITh TAKOW 3BEPUHBINA XapaKTep?
3aTeM OH HeXHO YIBIOHYJICS ¥ IIOCMOTpeN Ha KaHHy.

— HOTOMy 49TO, MOIO XKEHY, OYEeBHUOHO, IIOXUTHUJIN.

— 4 npumiesn, naOvl ee CIacTH.

Bo3pyx cTan X0JI0gHbIM.

Y Kacuns u ero peitiaps, A3elika 4 banukca 0CTaHOBUIOCH ObIXaHUE.

XKena?>Xena?



XeHa CunbBrueHa BaneHTruHO?
JIumo Kacuns ucka3uaoch OT 0CO3HaHUSA CBOETo ImpoBajia.Pa3Be ToT Opef, paHee CKa3aHHbBIN

JKEHIIIMHOM, OKa3acs MpaBaou?

— 4 mpemmnonaraio, 3TO BCEro nuImb npemnor! I'epror BaneHTHHO, BB OCMENIUINCh HAlaCTh Ha YJIeHa
MMIIepaTOPCKOM ceMbu! BEI fyMaeTe, UTO €T0 BEJIMYECTBO IOA00HOE ITPOCTHUT ?!

— la.

CunsBreH KWBHYII, IaXe He 0eCIIOKOSICE.

— { mymaro, IpoCTHT.
— 4r0,4T0?

—4d COBEPILINUIT HAIlaA€HKUE Ha MIOXUTHUTETIEH, na6131 CIIaCTHU CBOIO XKEHY. Kcrartu.

CunbpBrUEH B3OOXHYIIL.

3nmopanHas u pebsiueckasi yibiOKa BHTIISENa YCTanoH.

— K0 OB mOKyMas, 4To 3TOT I'PyOUSH U Harol MyK4YKWHAa He KTO UHOM, KaK IIPUHIT?

[Ipu atux cnoBax nuio Kacunis nokpacHesno.

— Heyxenu BE fyMaeTe, YTO €ro BEIMYEeCTBO IIPOCTUT 3TO?

— Brl 0 yem?

— Toro, KTo HaXOOMUTCS B CCHIJIKE 3a M3HACUIIOBaHUE OAapOHECCHL.
Beku Kacuns pe3ko 3agpoxaiu.

— Ha sTot Pa3 BEI IBITAE€TECh IIOXUTUTH U Y6I/ITI:> TepIOoTruHIO.

— ¢ He uMelo MOHATHS, KaK MoJ00HOe CKa3aTh UMIIEPATOPY.

Kacunb He BEIMOIBUII HU CJI0Ba, OyATO OBI €ro SI3BIK OB OTpEe3aH.

HWmeHHO cenyac OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO AOJIZKEH HECTU OTBETCTBEHHOCTE 3a CBOU NEAHMUA.

— TpyAHO BEpUTH, YTO €r0 BEICOYECTBO IIPUHI] - CHIH €T0 BeJIn4YecTsa.



Prinaps yrpozxartoiie npo6opMoTal.

— Ho Kax BB cMeeTe CTpessiTh U3 JTyKa B pebeHKa camMoro uMmrmeparopa!

— 4 He 3Ha7.
CunbBrUEH HUHUYHO PaCcCMeSIICS.

— Celiyac TeMHas HOYb, HE TaK JIu?

— BrI Ha3kIBaeTe 9TO ONpaBOaHUEM?

3aTeM CUNIBBUEH CKJIOHUII TOJIOBY.

Crnerka o3agadyeHHO OH 6e3y4acTHO TIOCMOTPEJT Ha PHIL[aps ¥ CIIPOCHIL.

— PasymeeTcs, KTo OBl 3HaJ, YTO KIMEHHO MTPUHI] cCOOUpacs YOUTh X035IUKYy ceMby BanmeHTHHO,
CTapIIyI0 J0Yb JAKUCOB.

— W ecnu OBl g TOTHA He BBITYCTHUI CTPENY, MOS XKeHa Obl ymepJa.
Hetoponnuso orBeTun CUILBUEH.
U 3acmesncs.

— Pa3Be 3TOro HeJJoCTaTOYHO B KAYECTBE OIlIpaBOaHUA OJIA €T0 BeJInYecTBa’?

YT0 elle MOXKHO CKa3aTh?
Hu Kacunb, HU prIllapb 6€3MOJIBHO CTOSIIN.

— B TtakowMm cnyuae.

CunbpBUEH IPOIIEN MUMO HUX.

KanHa BcTana Ha ONHO KOJIEHO U NIPUIIOJHATIA TeJIO.
— YXe 1030HO, Tak 4YTO 00CYyIUM IO3XKeE.

CunbBUeH IIPUHST €€ CJI0Ba MSATKOM YITBIOKOI.

— HenpemeHHO, m00PO¥ HOYX BaM.

)%k



Tonpko Korma CunbBueH u KaHHa BOIIUIH B KapeTy, C T'y6 MyKYHHH CJIETEIIO0 TOJIBKO OfHO.

— Vxx.

Cupst HapoTUB Hee, OH pacciiabuil Tyro 3aBsi3aHHBIN TaJICTYK. [IBUXKeHKe ObIJI0 HEMHOT'O HEPBHBIM.

3aTeM CHOBa MOCJIBIIIAICS BEIJOX, KOI'Ma OH Ha4aJI 3a4€ChIBATh HaBEPX CBOU PaCTPEIlaHHbBI€ BOJIOCHI.

W TOnBKO mMOCse 3TOT0 MYy2KYMHA Ha4dall IPUCTAJIbBHO PAaCCMAaTPUBATH KaHHy

OpHako OH HUYero He cka3aj. OH Mojiya HaOmofan Ha 6ecriopsfoK, YCTPOEHHBIH IeBYIIKOM.
OH ornanmen ee ¢ TOJIOBH [0 HOT.

CHYTaHHBIe YEepPHEBIE BOJIOCHI. Bomee TOro, Ha 3aTHIIKE, IpennnedYbaXx BUOAHEINCh OTIIEYaTKHn
XBaTaBHINX €€ DYK.

TonbKo yBUaeB ero B3risan, KaHHa 0co3Hala CBOM BHEIIHUY BUJ.

'Ox, s mony4yusa TpaBMy, KOT/Ia yIasa C iepeBa’.

OHa Tak OTBJIEKJIaCh, YTO flaXke He 3HaJla 0 CBoeM yIule.

Kakoe-To BpeMs OH Moj4yasl. PadyMeeTcs, OHa AyMasia, 4YTO OH HaYyHET 3ajaBaTh Pa3Hble BOIIPOCHI.

KanHa GblJla B 3aMeIIaTeNnbCTBE, MTOCKONbKY CUTbBHEH HUYETO He CITPOCHIL.

'Kak, 4yepT Bo3bMH, OH y3Ham?'

Bo3MoxHO, KOTTia MYXK4YWH YBUOE]I JIeXKaIlleTo 0e3 co3HaHUS PEILIAPA, OH IIOOYMaAJI O IIOXUIIIEHHUN.

Ho kaxk oH y3Han mecrto?

Heyxenu CunbBueH yCTUII CTPENY, HE 3Has, YTO IENTUThCSA B MpHHIA? Kak OH [iyMal CIIpaBUTHCS C
9TOU CUTyaluen?

A Takxe.



'Tlouemy THI crIac MeHs?'

W3 MHOKeCTBa BOIIPOCOB UMEHHO 3TOT CaMbIi I'JTaBHBIM.

'Tlo kakoit mpuurHe CHUIbBUEH BHIPYYHUII MEHSI, TPUYMHSIS BpeM MPUHITY?’

Ei 65110 oueHb m000nbITHO. [ToucTHHE MI0O0ILITHO.

Io cux I1op CunnBueH IIpUHKWMAJI CTOPOHY HabmomaTensi, KoTrfa Aejlo Kacanoch ee. ETo He BOTHOBAJIO
— 2KHBa OHa UJIN HET.

EcTh nu npuyrHa, 10 KOTOPOX OH BHE3AIIHO ee cIac?

OH Hayasa TpaHANO03HOE BOCCTaHUE, CTPENISS B IPECTAaBUTENIS UMIIEPATOPCKOU CEMbU?

OpHako, 0OYEeBHUIHO TO, UTO

— MHe XKaJb.

Ona o00s13aHa IPUHECTH U3BUHEHMUS.

— IIymato, ¥3-3a MEHSI BO3HUKHYT TPYIHOCTH. & MefCTBUTENIBHO COXKAJIEHUIO O OCTAaBJIEHHBIX BaM
mpobieMax.

CunbBreH He oTBeTUI. OH NO-IpeXHEMY Mojida cMOTpe Ha KaHHy.

Ho ero Barmsan OIIYCTHIJICA eIlle HUXKeE.

KaHHa BHUMAaTENIbHO IIOCMOTpeJIa eMY B I'Jla3a, ¥ II0 KaKOK-TO IPUYKHEe el Ka3asioCh, YTO B
BoOIlapuBIIercs atMochepe 6ryxKnana HESCHOCTb.

B03M0XkHO, MOUX N3MEHEHNUI HETOCTATOYHO?

Xoporro. Hy>KHO U3BUHUTHCS KaK CIIeTyeT .

KaHHa BeXHMBO MOOHSIA PYKHU Hag KOJIEHAMU U HAaKJIOHUIIACh.



— IlpuHoOIy CBOM M3BMHEHUS 3a IOCTaBIEHHbEIE HEYHOOCTBA.

JTOro Majuo?

KaHHa mopgHsIa B340, 0OCTaBUB T'OJIOBY B CKIIOHEHHOM IIOJIOKEHHUH.

U oHa omrytuna pyky CunbBueHa, 6€33ByYHO IIOJI0KEHHYI0 Ha ee KOJIEHH.

TrITbHAS CTOPOHA ero GOJBIION PYKM COMKHYJIACh B KyJlak. UyTh BEIIIE IIPOCTYIIajia TOJICTasl BeHa.

— I[MogHuMuTE TONT0BY, MuCcC KaHHa.

Od4eHb TUXO0 Ipou3HeC CUIbBUEH.

— IMoxany#cTa, TOMHUMHUTE TOJIOBY.

Ero rosoc 3By4asn o4eHb MSTKO, CO3[laBasi OllyIlleHne MUPHOM 1 6e33a00THOM KU3HMU.

Bo3M0xHO, 13-3a 4yBCTBa HENTOBKOCTY KaHHa HampsAriaach U MOCIEIIHO IToCcIefoBaia CioBam
CunpBreHa.

K cyacThio UM HET, TUI0 MYyKYKUHBI 0TpazXkaso CIoKoNcTBue, 6yaTo 66l 03epo 6e3 psidu.

[TposiBuIach gaxe jierkas yiasOKa.

— [ToueMy BEI U3BUHSETECH?

— ....BmmonHe o4ueBumHO.

Kanna OCTOPO2KHO OTBETHIIA.

— HOTOMY 4YTO BEI COEJIaJIN TO, 4YTO HE 00s13aHEI menaTh O MeHs. MHe HNCKpPEHHE XKaJlb.

B sTto BpeMs CunbBueH, CI/IJIeBIlII/II;I IIpAMO, CMEHHII T103Y.

On OTKHHYJICA U CKPECTHUJII HOT'H.



My}K‘-II/IHa HAKJIOHUJI T'OJIOBY M B3TJIAHYJI Ha KaHHy

— Mucc KanHa HU4Yero MHe He HonxkHa. He Hago U3BUHSTHCS, TOCKONIBKY BBl HE MOCTABHIIN
HeymoOCTB.

—...Ja?

— 4 3Halo, YTO 37eCh €CTh OMACHble TUYHOCTH, TONo0HEIe TPUHITY Kacumio, HO UMeHHO S IIPUBEIT Bac
K HUM.

—HWMeHHO s IpUBE3 BacC B 9TO MeCTo. M 51 momkeH ObIn 1103a00TUTHCS O Balllel 0€30IIaCHOCTH U
BaleM 071aromoTyunu. Prillapeil 0Ka3aaoCh HEIOCTATOYHO [JIST OXPAHbl. ITO MOe YIIyIIeHHeE.
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