Ckpur.

[epeBaHHOE Kpecyo-KavyanKa HaKJIOHSIOCh TO B3al, TO BIEPEN, U3naBas CKpexeT. Cuepra
IIpUCIyLIanach, OTKUHYNIACh Ha CIMHKY CTyJIa, 3aKphUla I7la3a U HacjaaXaanach COTHEYHBIM CBETOM.
Bropyr oHa ycrblliana 3ByK TOPOIIJIMBHIX IIar0B, TPEPHIBAIOIINM €€ OTOBIX, X XOTh laXKe [eBYIIKa He
OTKphIBasa I'j1a3, 0Ha MOTJia IIOHSTh, YbU OHHU.

— Mucc.

Y BoT. JT0 OBlTa TOpHUYHAS Puta. PuTa Obllla €MIMHCTBEHHOM, KTO Io6exas Ol K Hel Tak.

— a?

Pura, Bups, uto Cuepra cupesia B Kpecjao-Kadaske, He pa3MbIKas BeK, cuepxkasa B3[I0oX. B o9Tu mHuH,
KaXKeTcs, [IeBYIIKa CTala I0-HaCTOosIIeMy CTPAaHHOM, OIHAKO, OHa Obllla pa3o4YapoBaHa TEM, YTO He
MOTJIa TTOHSTh MIPUYKHY.

— Vx. Bl BHOBb 3aHUMAETECH 9TUM?

— OOBIYHEIM PA3MBIIITIEHHEM?

— Muucc, 3HaeTe U Bel, 4TO 4TO-TO OYEHD CTpaHHOE ITPOUCXOOUT B HAIllK JIHI/I?

— Hy...

— B mo6om crydae, cerogHs y MeHs [yt Bac HOBOCTH, KOTOpPEIe MOTYT YAUBUTD!

— VOuBUTE... HECOMHEHHO!

Cuepra, ciymatormas mebeTanue PUTH BIIONTyxXa, MOACKOYKIIA HA MECTE, YCIIBIIIAB «HeOKHUTaHHbIe
HOBOCTH». PuTa, KoTOpas mymana, uto Cuepra uHade ce0s IOBENET, CO 3MEUHON YIIBIOKOM CKa3aa:

— Ox. Bul Toxke aTo 3ametunu! Bam HpaButca? Tyt g 6eccurnbHa: *«['opa -3T0 ropa, a Bofga — 3TO
Boma.» Ckomnbko Brl emi€, Jlequ, cobupaeTech CUOETH?

(TI/mi: Kakoe-To BhIpaxkeHue U3 Oyaau3Ma Ipo IPOCBeTIeHre. B HEKOTOPHIX UCTOYHUKAX
YIIOMHUHAETCS peKa, BMECTO BOMIHL. PuUTa ke, HACKOIbKO IIOHSJIA, TOBOPUT, YTO YYBCTBYET ce0st
OecCUIbHOM, TTOCKOJIbKY TMOHKMMaeT, 4To CuepTa He NU3MEHUTCS.)

I[To mepe Toro, Kak PuTa mpogosnxkaa TOBOPUTE, Hil0 CHepTH BCE GOJIbIIe IePEIOTHSIIOCh Y2KAaCoM,
HexXenu ynuBneHreM. CHepTa MOTJIa IpeayrafaTh, YTO Oajbllle CKaXeT Pura.



9TO He IOTOMY, YTO OHa SIB/ISIJIAaCh IIPOPOKOM, KOTOPHIH ObLJI CIOCOOEH 3arIsHyTh B OyaOyIee.
EnuHCTBEHHAs IPUYMHA, TOUEMY OHa 3Hasla COOCTBEHHOe Oyayllee, 3aK/toyanach B TOM, UTO OHa
BEPHYJAcCh B npoiuuioe. U3 aBaguaTuinecTuneTHer Kpornpuniieccs Cruepra cTana 0HOM MapKu3oun
OBadIlaTA OMHOIO Tofia.

Mecsu ToMy Ha3ag Cuepra, OX0My, yMepa oT ero pyk. OfHaKo, KOTa OHA OTKphINIA T'a3a, ei
BHOBB OBIJIO IBAAIIATh OOUH. ToTa OHA ellé He OblIa 0YapOBaHa UM.

[Tpomnas XK1W3Hb, KOTOPYIO TOMHUT CrepTa, Oblla He 0YeHb CHaCTIKNBOM. HeT, mydlile cKa3aTh, YTO
Ta XXU3Hb OblJIa COBEPIIIEHHO HecuacTHOU. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO OHa UMesa CTaTyCc KpOHIPUHIIECCH,
€10 TT0JIh30BaJIKCh, YTO €¥ He HPABUIIOCH.

HmenHo TIpuHI], KOTOPOTro OHa /1t00MIa, HO KeM B KOHEYHOM UTOTre Oblla UCIOIb30BaHa, a He KTO-TO
OPYTOH, TIOJIOXKMUI KOHELl XKU3HU CUEepTHI.

— 'Curta, eCcTb HOCIIETHSS BEIb, KOTOPYIO TEI MOZXKEIIb CAeJIaTh OJIsd MeHs.'

CnoBo "mocnenHsAs" Tak ¥ He OOCTUTTIO €€ yiiel. CuepTa Obljla IIPOCTO CYACTIIMBA, YTO MOTJia YTO-TO
coenath s Hero. OHa He Ovlna coco0Ha AyMaTh HU O YEM APYTOM IIPH BUJIE HETO, TaCKOBO
Ha3bIBABIIETO €€ II0 IIPO3BUIIY.

— 'Moit [leiin, BCE 4TO yrogHo Ojisi Tebs... Arx!'

Cuepra, KaK gypa, Tak HUYEro U He 3aMedasia A0 caMoy nocnegHel MUHYTH. OH BOH3WI HOX B €€
ceprnue. Tonbko Torpa Cuepra IOHANA, YTO omubanacs.

— '3aueM... 3aueM... [Touemy... Kxa-kxa!'

Hetin basunc, OpiBIMi KpOHIPUHI] ¥ HEIHEIIHUY MMmiepaTop, YasO0HYICS U 1I0663HO OTBETUIT
XapKamwlel KpoBbio CuepTe, KOTOpas CIpalliBajia IPpUYNHY.

— 'Te1 6ecnionie3Ha. THI CKa3ajia, YTO CHEJaellb BCE YTO YTOOHO. BCé, 4TO THI MOXKeIlb COeATh s
MeHS ceildyac — Tak 9TO YMepeTsh.'

OH Teno ynbIOHYICSA U OOHSI XKEHIUHY, CTOSIIYIO0 PSIAOM C HUM, OyOTO OHa OblJla COKPOBUILIEM,
3aKpHIB el T71a3a.

(TT/m: TToxomy, KOMY-TO Hafio CHAeNnaTh omepauuio « YUK-9uk[]».)

— 'MHe npunnock pa3odpaThcs ¢ 3TUM, IToKa Tebs He Ovu10. [IpocTu. HaBepHoe, Tebe He 1m0 cebe oT
YBULEHHOTO.'



[Tocne crnos I/IMr[epaTopa, OHa, JJIMHa, B3OPOTHYyJIa U CUJIBHO IIPHKaJIaCh K €TI0 I'PyOu. Korpga ona
IIOCMOTPeEJIa Ha HEE, cepaue CI/IepTBI JINX0PAOJOYHO 3a0H1I0Ch.

TakoB uTOr /100BY, KOTOPYIO OHa BhIOpaja U Jaxe pajyd uYero ocTaBUiia COOCTBEHHYIO ceMbio. I1o
KpaliHe Mepe, ObI10 OBl He TaK IevasbHO, eclid OBl He 3Ta CyKa.

"Te#in, MoYeMy THl TaK MeHSI 0CKOpOIsielsb... I[loueMy s... Brlio OBl 3MO0POBO, €CITH THI XOThb pas3
nopymaj 6b1 000 MHe, 0 TOM, 4To TeOs Mo0uIa U MoTepsijia CBOI0 ceMbi0. Eciu OBl THI apoBajl MHe
CMepTh B OTCYTCTBHE 3TOM MEP3KOM JNUHEL, TO, 10 KpaliHe Mepe, 9T0 OblI0 OB He Tak
OCKOpOUTENHHO."

"Ho TeI HUKOT[a He 3a6oTuics 060 MHe. Teneps xke JIuHA BUOUT MOM ITeYaIbHbIH KOHeI."

CuepTa Onla 0OJIbIlle YHHKEHA 3TUM OCKOpOIeHHeM mepen JIMHOM, HeXKeNu mpefaTeIbCTBOM
Heiina. Tak OHa gyMaja, YyBCTBYS, YTO CHJIbI TOKUAAIOT €€ TeJo:

"Ecnu Ol 51 BHOBb POJUIIACh B CIIEAYIOIIEH XKU3HHU, TO MeHs O0JIbIlle HUKOT]a MyK4YMHA HE 3aCTaBUII
Obl TpemeTaTh. 4 OB He Bepua B JIIOO0BD."

Taxk ObIyIa XKeCTOKa ¥ YHU3UTEIbHA CMEPTh ABaAIaTUIIeCTUIeTHeH CUepTHl, MPeBKYIIaBIlel CBOE
Oynmyiee B KauecTBe MMIepaTpHIlHL.

)%k

YnpuK-4mpuK.

CI/IepTa MSATKO yanﬁHYHaCB, OyMas O IIeHHWH IITUI, KOTOPhI€ HAaXOOUJIUCh Y MapKI/ISa.

“IIpoI110 MHOT'O BpeMEHHU C TeX 0P, KakK CIIbIlIana NTAYbe eHue. 4 Kaxaoe yTpo CIbIaa ero,
O6ynmyuu B moMe Mapku3a. YacTo mpockinanach 1o yTpaMm, ciylias ux mebetanue. HeT, He x04y
BCTaBare..."

— Mucc! Kak monro Br 6ymeTe criaTh? BeTaBaiiTe ¥ yMBIBAUTECH.

"Ia. K ToMy BpeMeHH, KaK S5 CHbIIIAJa ITeHue IITUIl, TPUXOauIIia Cly>kaHKa Puta u Oynuna MeHs... a?"

CueprTa IOCIIENTHO OTKPhIIA TJla3a, yAUBIEHHAas PUTOM, ¥ C HECIIBIIIHLIM T'OJI0COM U APOKAIIUMU
pyKamu IIpou3Hecsa:

- Pu... Ta?



- Ha, T'ocmioxa. Pa3 Bel y&Ke MPOCHYNIUCH, TO HEMEOJIEHHO UAUTE YMBIBATHCA.

Peun u gBuXKeHUsS PUTH OBLIN PeanbHOCTHIO, @ He HIUII03KeH, n3-3a 9Toro Cuepra BCKOYHIIA C
KpoBaTH ¥ nogbexkana K HeW. 3aTeM OHa Kpenko 00Hsa PUTY u pacliyiakanach.

- Pu... Ta. XHHIK...

- Mucc! ITouemy Bel 9T0 menaeTe?

- Puta, npoctu. U3BuHU MeHs, PuTa.

Cuepra mymarna, 4To OHa mmoru6Ja u rnomnasa Ha Hebeca. OHa cyKTana, YTO HE CMOXKET 0Ka3aThCsA B
paro, TTOCKOJIBKY OCTYIIHIIACh.

Puta ymeprna BMecTe ¢ MapKu3oM, KOTOPHIM PYXHY M3-3a OCTAHOBKY Cepilla, KoTopas Onlia
BhI3BaHA HeBePHHIM BeIOOpoM CuepThl. OHA TaK M He CMOIJIa CKa3aTh PUTe, YTO e XKaJlb. Bein u e
3a NMpockObI laH IIaHC U3BHHUTHCS neper PuToit? OHa mymara 4yTo 60bllle HUKOTIa He YBUAUT TEX,
10 KOMY CKy4aeT. Ml BOT OHa BHOBb BCTpedaeT Puty Ha Hebecax.

- Mucc, uto ¢ Bamu? BaMm npuCHUICA KaKOH-TO KOIIIMap”?

- Kom... map?

- HeT BpemMeHu MeyiuTh. A Tellepb YMOUTECh.

- By 4. aTo coH? Bceé aT0?

HeT, aToro He moryo OeiTh. OHa He Morja 3a0LITh TO, YTO IMepexkuiia Bo cHe. Ho 9To Bcero nuiib
KoirMap. Bcé 9To OBIJIO JTUIIE CHOM.

Puta TonkHya HegBUXKYyIIyiocs CuepTy c3amu, a Cuepra, KOTopasi HalpaBulach B BAHHYIO,
yIOUBUIIACh, YBUIEB ce0sl B 3epKajie, U OCTaHOBUJIACH.

OTo MOTOMY YTO B 3epKaJie OHa BRITTIsA[ENa He KaK ABafllaTUIIEeCTUIeTHSIsS KpoHIIpUHIIecca, a Kak [0
BCTpeuH C [IeiioM, Kora oOHa elé Okllia MOJIOOM HEeBYIIKOH.

- Puta, Kakoi cervac rog B Ummepun?

- A? Mucc, nouemy Brl cerogHs Tak ce6s BemeTe?



- Puta, oTBeTh.

- O, Tak cerogHs BOCEMbCOT CEMHAAIATHIM T'Ofl 10 UMIIEPCKOMY KaJleHaapio.

- BoceMbCcOT ceMHaALIaTHIH IO,

BoceMbCcOT ceMHAIIATHIN TOM - 3TO Ha ISATH JIeT PaHbIle BOCBMHUCOT OBAAIATh BTOPOTO 110
MMIIEPCKOMY KaJleHapio, Tofia, Korfa OHa yMepa.

[Ipyrumu cioBaMu, cedac el gBaAlaTh OMH.

"Urto? Heyxkenu 51 BepHYJIach K 9TOMY IIEPUOAY U3-3a TOTO, YTO COXKaslejia 0 CBOEM Opake C
Kponnpuunem?"

OcraBasich moaae KpoHnpuHIla, OHa XXKaXaajla ero JI00BY U COBepIllaza Pafgy Hero MHOXKECTBO 3JIBIX
IesTHWM, OJHAKO, BCETa coxKasiena 0 Hux. M BCE, 4TO OHa IJIst HETO cAeflaja, 0Ka3aJa0Ch HATPaCHBIM
B MOMEHT €€ cMepTH. Tora oHa MOKJISIach, YTO €CTM OHA CMOXKET BEPHYThCS, TO OOJIbIlIe HUKOTHA
HEe COBEPIIUT TAaKOI'0 I'JIYIIOTro BhIOOpa.

- Ax, MBI on1a3fbIiBaeM. Mucc, ceropHs y Hac yaenutue y ['pada Poym!

-4Yro? I'pad Poym?

- Oa. TTouemy Brl Tak yauBIIeHE], €CJIM Ha CETOMHS CaMU IIPOCUIM OfeTh cebs Tak, YTOOB yTEePeTh HOC
nouepu ['pada Poym?

OHa mpocwua 9T0. [TockoabKy dnmuHa Poym B 3TOT mepuofl, KaxkeTcs, Obia 6113Ka ¢ KpoHIpUHIEM.
CuepTa, KOTOpasi YyBCTBOBaja cebs yiiepOHee Heé, MEITanach U30 BCEX CHUIT MPUHAPSIUTLCS BCAKUN
pas, KorMa OHa [0JI2KHA OblTa BCTPETHUTD €6.

OpmHako, TeM He MeHee, CrepTa Tak 4 He CMOTJIa TPeB30iTH JauHy. Het, BepHee GymeT cKa3aTh, 9YTO
OnuHe OBITIO HAIIEBATh Ha CymecTBoBaHue CuepThl. JIuis ogHa CuepTa fyMana, YTO OHU
COIIEPHHUIIBI, ¥ TOPSY0 HEHABUMEIA €€.

- 4 cobupaloch OTOOXHYTh. Tak YTO MpeKpallai 1 yXoau.

- Ia? OpgHaxo...

- Puta! Pa3Be 51 He cKa3asa Tebe, YTO XKejai OTOOXHYTh?

CuepTa mpekpacHo 3Hasa, 4To Puta Oecrmokoutcs u 3a0otutcs o Heit. Ho Temeps CuepTa He XoTela



BULETh JNMuHY. [loToMy 4TO, eciu OBl OHa BCTpPETUIIa DNIUHY, TO He 3Hasla Obl, Kak el cebs ¢ Hel
BECTH.

Kpowme Toro, Cuepre TpeboBanock BpeMsi, YTOOLI pa300paThCs B 3TOM CUTYallH.

"UT0, 4EPT BO3bBMHU, IPOUCXOOUT? ITO COH WM XKe 9 B3allpaBAy CTaja BHOBb ABaAaTHONHOIETHEN?"

E#l mefiCTBUTENBHO HYKHO OBIJIO BpeMs, 4YTo0 B OMMHOYKY pa3obpaThCs B JTaHHOU cUTyaluuu. IloaTomy
OHAa He BHITEpIIe/la U HEeCBOMCTBEHHEIM [IJIs He€ TBEPOBLIM I'0JIOCOM OTHaja PuTe mpukKas:

- [ToxarnyiicTa, CKaxu e, 4To MHe Oy[eT 3aTPyOHUTENIbHO IPUUTH Ha YaelluTHe, MOCKOJIbKY S
6onbHa. U He 3aX0[u B CIIajIbHIO, IIOKA 51 He T030BYy. Kpome Toro, moxasnyicra, HUKOTO He BIIyCKaii B
MOIO CTIajIbHIO. f melCTBUTENbHO ce0sl HeBaXKHO YYBCTBYIO. MHe HyKeH HeOOJIbIION OTHBIX.

CrnoBa CuepTEL 0 TOM, 4TO €l I1JI0X0, He ObUIM IIOJHOCTHIO JI0XKbI0, TAK KakK OHA YyBCTBOBasa 60/1b
Oblia cOUTa C TONKY.

- Ia, Mucc.

[Touemy-To royioc PuTel OBLT CerKa MofaBlIeHHbIM, HO CrepTe OBIIO BCE PaBHO, U OHA JieTJia Ha
KpOBaTh. ITO ITOTOMY, YTO OHa He Morja cebe IIO3BOIUTE 3arjsibBaTh B UykKKe cepalia ¥ 3a00TUThCS
0 YbUX-TO MEBICIISX.

- Xa...

ITocne TOroO, Kak oHa OTIIYCTHUIIa PI/ITy U JIeXKalla Ha II0CTeJy, I[aﬁbl OLNEHUTL CUTyallHIo, CI/IepTe
IIPHUIIIIOCE OCO3HATH, YTO OHaA OelCTBUTEIBHO BEPHYJIaCh B CBOM OABAAIIATE.

OHa ymumnHyna cebs 3a MEKy ¥ MOTSHYJa BOJIOCH, IIOCIe Yero MIOYyBCTBOBAJIA SIBHYI0 060/, KOTOpPas
Onlna OBl HEBO3MOXKHA, eCyi OBl el CHUJICS COH. OHAKO 9Ta pealbHOCTh Obla CIIUIIKOM SPKOU [IJIs
TOT'0, YTOOBI MOKHO OBIIIO YBUIETH COOCTBEHHOE MPOIIIIOE ITepel CMEPTHIO.

Msrkoe ofesiso, MPUKPHIBAIOIEe TeJI0. 3aX0sIee COJIHIE IPeJIo ero. ITO OBIIO CIIUIIKOM
PEaNMCTUYHO U SIPKO, YTOOH OTOPOCUTH BCE 3TO KaK COH UK (paHTa3UI0, IO3TOMY €l IIPUIIIOCH
IIPU3HATh, YTO OHA BEePHYJIACh B BO3PACT ABAALIATH OMHOTO TOMla, 10 BCTPEYH C MIPUHIIEM U XK€E TOTO
BPEMeHH, KOTla OHa CBSI3aJiach C HUM.

Y3HaB, 4TO el BHOBb ABaALlaTh OOWH rof, CruepTa IPaKTUYECKH IEeJIbIM MECSII IPOBejia B MOITYaHUH.
Pa3ymoMm oHa oco3HaBaja, 4YTO BEPHYJIacCh B IPOIIJIOE, HO CePAlle 0TKa3hIBalIOCh 3TO MPUHUMAaTh. KTO
OBl C JIETKOCTBIO MOT CMUPUTHLCS C TaKOU CUTyaluen?

OHa yMepra, OTKPHIIA TJ1a3a ¥ BEPHYJIACh B ITPOIIJIOE.



BEII0 TPYIHO MPUHSTH TAKYIO CUTYALUIO, HO, BO3MOXHO, 3Has Oymyinee, Cuepra xkenana n3bexaTh
3TOrO.

BHOBB BCTPeTUTHCA C [IpHHIIEM U XKUTh B Ka4eCTBe ero HEBECTH], a eé Oyaylnee OyoeT 3aBUCETh OT
ero cimagkoro menora. Kone4ro, B 3Toi xXu3HU Cuepra MOKJIAIAch, 4TO He OymeT Takou gypou. Ho
[axke TOTga OHa KaKOe-TO BpeMs He MOTJIa HA4Yero feflaTh. ITO IPOU30IITIO0 IOTOMY, YTO y HE€ He
OBIJI0 MOTUBAIUH.

Tem He MeHee, oHa 00JIbllle He MOTJIa TPATUThL CBOE BpeMs U n30eraTh JelcTBUTeNbHOCTH. Cys 0
BOCIIOMUHAHUSM, Yepe3 MeCsI] OHa 00py4yuTcs: ¢ KpoHIpUHIEM.

9Ty OMOJIBKY 0053aTEIbHO HYKHO OBIIIO MpemoTBpaTiTh. OH HE CMOXKeT BHOBb €10 BOCIIOIb30BAThCS.
Be3ycoBHO, faxe eciu TH yMepia, TO 9TO elllé He BCE!
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