¢ HUKOTIa paHbllle He BUAEesIa TAaKoro nuia y JlionuaHa. Moit oTel] OB faXke He Tak IIJIOX, Korma
HalaJl Ha MeHs 3a TO, UTO 5 TOBOPHJIA O MOeH IepBOi TI00BH.

4 maXke MorJia MOYyBCTBOBATh KaXy YOUNCTBA B €70 TEMHO-KPACHBIX I'J1a3ax.

4 BcmoMHMIIa KOE-4TO, O YyEM JaBHO 3a6bma, IIOTOMY 4YTO 2&Kapujla C HUM KYHXKYTHEIEe CEMEYKH.

BepHo, JItoruaH OBITT Y4€JI0BEKOM C YEPHBIM JPAKOHOM B TPY[IH.

Ho s yxe He Tak 6osiach ero, Kak paHsbine. [I0TOMy 4YTO s 3Hasa, YTO OH JTIOOUT MEHS.

OH He IpeBpaTUTCA B AHAEPE, IT0Ka 5 JII00III0 €ro.

— OTo TBOW meHb poxaenus. He ybusaii ero, - cka3ana s, o0HuMas JlionuaHa.

TéMmHas sHeprus JlomuaHa OBICTPO MCYEe3JIa IPHU MOUX CJIOBaX.

— He Oyny s ero youBath, - cka3as JIIoIuaH Tak, Kak OYATO ero JI0KHO 0O6BUHUIIH.

— IlpaBpga”?

— ...Ho Ha cekyHpmy s mogymasn 06 3TOM.

qa pacCXxoxoTajlaChk Haa €TI0 CIIOBaMMU.

ITon, s1 cnacna tebe xku3Hb. He 3a0wiBaii 0 Moeit moOpoTe.

X X X

Ha cnepyromuit meHb JIroIuaH cKasaj ¢ JTUI0M, KOTOpoe ObII0 HeBOOOPAa3uMO CIIOKOWHEIM, B OTITHYKE
OT TOT0, KAKKM OHO OBIJIO BUepa:

— Hus, s myman 06 3TOM BCIO HOYb ¥ IyMalo, YTO BYEpPa COBEPIIUII OOJIBIIYIO OIIHOKY.

Kakyio omuobky?

Yro ThH He yOun [Tona ¥ MBI B UTOT'E BMECTe eI TOPT? Mu 4To TH He CO6Ia3HUI MEHS elllé pa3
nocye Bo3Bpalenus [lomna?



JIroliMaH OMYCTHII T'JIa3a ¥ CKa3all TakK, Kak OyaTo ObLT B Y4EM-TO BUHOBAT.

— MHI elllé He KeHaTHl.

4 OTKpHIIA POT ¥ IOCMOTpeNa Ha JIouaHa.

TpynmHO OBIJIO TIOBEPUTH, YTO ABAALIATUIETHUM MyKUKMHA, KOTOPHIM OB TOCTATOYHO 3[I0POB, YTOOH
THYTh pyKaMHU KeJje30, CKa3ajl HeuTOo CTOJIb HEBUHHOE.

Ho BCKOpPE 4 IIOHAJI4, YTO OH KMEJI B BUOY.

MyX4rHa Iepefio MHOM OBIJT HOCTAaTOYHO KPacKB, YTOOH 0YapoBaTh JII00YI0 JKEHIITMHY B MUPe, HO OH
OBLTT KOHCEPBATUBEH B JTI00BH.

Iomnroe BpeMs OH OBLT BIIOOIEH TOIBKO B OOHOIO YeI0BEKa.

OH TaKo¥ 4YeJIOBeK, T03TOMY IeJIOMyApHe 0o Opaka MOXKeT ObITh [JIs HET'O BaKHBIM.

Ho BHyTpH 5 OblsTa pa3ovyapoBaHa.

CMOXKeT /i OH BEIHECTH TO ropsiuee XKejlaHue, KOTOPOoe MCIbITala Buepa? S He Moria.

¢ He MorJjIa XOPOIIIO CIIaTh, IOTOMY YTO IIPeiCTaBIsAIa cebe BCE, YTO MBI HE MOTJIM CHEeJIaTh.

OpnHako To, uTo JIrolMaH CKa3asl Jasiblie, ObII0 HEOXKUIAHHEBIM.

— Meicb 0 TOM, YTOOBI IIPOBECTH C TOOOM HOYb, BHI3HIBAET TPEIET B cepalle. S cTaHy caMbIM
CYACTIIUBEIM YEJIOBEKOM B Mupe. Ho eciu KTO-TO y3HAeT 00 9TOM, 9TO TOYHO CTAaHET OOBIIHM
HefocTaTKoOM myis Jlemu.

Bcé 6r110 Tak, Kak ckKasa JIoIuaH.

ApucTtokpaTudeckoe 0011eCcTBO ObII0 KOHCEPBATUBHEIM.

Ilaxe ecnu ObI MBI OB TIOMOJIBJIEHE], €CJIX OBl CTaJI0 U3BECTHO, YTO BHI CIIaJIM BMECTE 0 CBaALOHI,
IIOLIIH OBl CILJIETHH.

Bomnbiast yacTh BUHEI J1eTjia OB Ha XKEHIINHY.



JIromu moKa3bIBaIK OB HAa MEHS IIaJIbIlaMH 3a TO, YTO S He OblyIa oOPOmeTeIbHOM’.

4 ckaszana Jlrouuany:

— Ho MeHs 310 HE BOJIHYET. JIromu, KOTOpPBEIE€ KPUTHUKYIOT OPYTHUX 3a 3TO, omubaTCs.

— 4 3Halo, IOTOMY UTO THI BCeryia yBepeHa B ce6e. Ho MHe Obl 3TO He TIOHPABUJIOCH.

— 4 He x04y, YTOOHI THI CIIbIIIAJIA TIJIOXKE BEILIU OT KOTO-T100, U 5 He X04y, YTOOHl TeOsI KTO-TO
UTHOPUPOBAJ. & x04y, 4TOOH! THI BHILIIA 3@ MEHS 3aMyXK C BceoOIero 61arocioBeHUs.

JIrolaH mOOOLIEN KO MHEe Ha Iar OIuKe U 3aK/II0YUI MEeHS B CBOU 00BLATHUS.

Ero kpenkue 00bsTHS OBUIM TEIIBIMU, KaK BECHA.

— HOSTOMY g X04y JIeJiesaThb Te6${, II0OKa MBI HE II0OZKeHHNMCS.

qa YYBCTBOBAJId €r0 PEMIMMOCTE B €TI0 IPpOZKallleM I'0JIocCe.

4 He Mora CKa3aTh «HET», KOTfa OH TaK CKa3all.

[ToaTomy s KUBHYyIIA.

Ilo saToro MoMeHTa BCE OBLIO IIPEKPACHO, KaK B CKA3Ke.

[ToToMy 4TO peanbHOCTh Oblia HEJETKOM.

JIrolmaH BCcermaa 1eIoBajl MeHsI, KOTOa MBI OBITIM OTHH.

CHauarna oH 11e710Baj MeHs Bhile ry0. [Tociie 3TOro KOHYKMK MOEro HOca, r'j1asa, MEKH, 100 U MOUKy
yxa. 1 BHU3 110 BEIpE3Y.

3aTeM OH IIPOLIENTal Pa3ropsSYEHHBIM I'0JIOCOM:

— 4 nro6iio Tebs1, Hus.

Kaxmpiit pa3, Korfia s CJIBIIIANIa 3TO, MOE CepAlle TpemeTano. Moé xenaHue COUTh ero ¢ HOT



HeMe[JJIEHHO BO3POCIIO.

Tebe nmpupeTcs CMUPUTHCS ¢ 3TUM, [TepHusi. YToOw y Hac Oblsla TpeKpacHas mepBast HOUb.

— Oren! Korpa Thl co6upaelbes BEIATh CBOIO 104b 3aMyK? [TpoIio yxe ABa rofa C TeX Iop, Kak
MBI 00PYYUIIUCH!

OTeln yKe HECKOJIbKO [JHEH MOABeprajicsa HallafkaM CO CTOPOHBI CBOEU ABafLlaTUNIeTHEHN fodyepu. Moi
OTell, yCTaBIIXY CIIyIIaTh 0 MOEM OpakKe, CKa3a:

— Hert cMmBICTTIa IIPpHUCTaBaTh KO MHE 110 3TOMY IIOBOMY.

— Ho mouemy?..

— IloTomy yTo MMniepaTop HUYEro He cKa3al!

Korma mpo3By4ao cioBo «HMMmepaTop», s epxkaa poT Ha 3aMKe.

910 OBI110 abCcypaHO, YTO UMEHHO MMnepaTop, a He s, JlionuaH unu orell, 06agan HaubobInei
BJIACTHIO B OPTaHM3AIMH HAIllel CBAbORI.

Ho IIOCKOJIBKY UMEHHO I/IMnepaTop OPraHKU30BaJl HAIly IIOMOJIBKY, IIOCJIeaHee CIIOBO OCTa€eTcs 3a
HHUM.

— Tri TOXe 3TO 3Haelb, [lepHud. B nocneguee BpeMst MiiepaTop HaXOAUTCS B 0YEHb TSIKETIOM
cocTostHuU. Kak MBI MokeM 00CyKaaTh Balll Opak, Korjia OH B TaKOM COCTOSTHMM? - CKa3aJl MOM OTell
C MpPayYHEIM JIULIOM.
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