HecmoTpst Ha TO, UTO OHa Ha3Bajla BCe CTPaHH, KpoMe ManeHbKUxX KopomeBcTs, y JInoiina Obliu
TaKue Xe TJa3a.

He pgporaysmue.

Ona He MorJ1a B 9TO IOBEPUTh.

[To kpaliHel Mepe, IBOPSIHE HUYEro He 3HaM...

Apus TOMHMITa BCIO UH(OPMAIHI0, KOTOPYIO OHA MOTJIa MOJIy4YUTh Kak cupeHa. OHU BCE eIllé BepsT U
Bcerfma OyayT BepuTh, 4YTO BaneHTaliHbI Ipofany OyIly ObSBOJY.

Torga 3T0 HOMIXKHO OBITH COBEPLUIEHHO CEKPETHO, O YEM 3HAIOT TOJTBKO CaMbIe MOTYIIIECTBEHHbIE JTIOMH,
Takue Kak MMnepaTop unu [ama.

Mamno Toro, OHA 3aCTaBUIIN MMPAMYIO JIMHUIO BaneHTtaitHoB IIPUHECTH KIIATBY OUKTA.

9TO 37107€M, CO3TaHHBIM C MOTYaIUBOT0 COTJIaCUs BCETO MHpa.

Takumu ObLT BajieHTalHEL

9TO NpUYKHA, 10 KOTOPOU BajeHTallHE He CTajl IPOTECTOBATh, faXKe KOrga OHM COBEPIINUIIN
U3MeHY?

[TotoMy 4TO OHU cpenanu BameHTaliHa CBOEU XKePTBOU.

OHM cHenany 3TO [Jis TOro, YTOOH Y BameHTalHOB He OBITIO APYTHX MBIC/IEHN, U YTOOH BasieHTalHbI
He CTUMYJIUPOBAA HX.

— Pa3Be 310 He HeCHpaBeJIJ'II/IBO?

— Hy, He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, Ha YEM OCHOBBIBAIMChH CUJIBI BalleHTallHOB, 10 KpallHel Mepe, Hallld
IIpPeIKu corpemuny. Kapma.

— Kakwe Obl IpecTyIyieHus HU COBEPIINIIM MIPeNKH, S IyMalo, BH 3aIlJIaTUIIM JOCTaTOYHO. Kakoe
OTHOIIIEHYE IIPeKU UMEIT K JImouny?

— 3TO He UMeeT 3HaUYeHH4...

Bompeku ciioBaM, 4TO 3TO He UMeeT 3HAUeHHs, ero riia3a Apoxkanu. Kak 6ynTo BpeMeHaMu ero



MY4YHJIO YYBCTBO BHHEI.

MoxeT ObITh, 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO 3TO He IIPOCTO Opyras cuia, a boxkecTBeHHas.

OHa mogyMaja, 4TO 9TO 03HAYaeT, UTO MPeOKH BaleHTalHOB COBEPIIUIN YTO-TO BETTUKOE U
MCIIOPTUIIN B0XKEeCTBEHHYIO CHITY...

9Ta YacTh OblIa HeU3BECTHA.

JImoun He cHemnan HAYEro IJI0X0ro.

OHa He 3HaJa, YTO OOMMET OO TAKOTO.

— IIpexkme BCero, MBI HOIKHHI IIOJTYYUTh ayaUeHIHIO y FiMmepaTopa.

Apus mombITanack IPUTBOPUTHCS CIIOKOUHOM.

— MHe KaxKeTcsl, 51 TOJIbKO YTO YCJIBIIIAJ CKpeXkeT 3y00B...

— Iloka3zanocs.

B oTBeT 0OHa pelusia BMellaThCA B IJIaH TpuUcTaHa 110 IpeBpalleHuio MMnepatopa B MapuoHETKY.

AKTUBHO.

X % x

Tpucrtan nonpocun MMnepaTtopa BCTPETUTHCSA C HUM.

He B 3ase ny1s1 aygueHLNy, a B KOMHATe, Ha KOTOPOU BEITPaBUPOBAH MarudyeCKuu KPyT YCUJIEHHUS.

OH ckazan: «f mpocun 06 3ToM», HO, YTOOH! OBITH TOUHEIM, OH [OJIKEeH OBl CKa3aTh: «fl yrpoxarn
eMy».

— XM-M, TI0 KpaiiHel Mepe, 5 gaio Bamemy BenuyecTBY HECKOIBKO BapUaHTOB, YTOOB! YKPACUTh CBOM
KOHelI.

OH u300pa3un MeIeHHYI0 YILI0KY B YroJIKax I'y0 ¥ pacTOMBIPYII Ba MaJIblla, TI00e3HO0 IPOHoIKas
00BsSICHEHHE.



— VMepeTh OT MOUX PYK. YMEPETH OT PYK MOETO CHIHA.

— JIMYHO S TOPEKOMEHIOBaJI ObI BTOPOE, IIOTOMY YTO s TIOTEPSI/I CBOM CHUJIE ¥ HE CMOT'Y IPHKOHYHUTH
Bac cpaay. [lymaro, 310 OymeT 60IbHO...

B sToT MOMeHT JIo¥i[I, CTOSABIINI PSIAOM C HUM M MOJT4a IIPOBOAUBILIKY TTabIleM II0 PYKOSITH Meya,
TIOJHSIJT TOJIOBY .

— MHe 04YeHb Xalb, HO 5 TOXK€e HeJaBHO YHacCJiegoBall 3Ty CHUIIY. Huorma s TEePsA 9YyYyBCTBO
HallpaBJIEHHUM.

— BrioniHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO ST MOTY CJIy4YalHO yTiyOUTHCS B Ty 4aCTh, KOTOpas He SIBNISETCS XKU3HEHHO
BaJXHOH, HE 0CO3HAaBas 3TOTO.

— Ox, kak npuckop6uo. Hy, B mo6om cinydae. Brl crbiranu ato, Baie BenuuecTBo? - cka3an
TpucraH, KpuBs yIeIOKYy, KOTOpas MATKO Urpajla Ha KOHUYMKax ero ryb. — A Temeps, oxasnyicTa,
BLIOMpAKTE.

B mro60M crydae, 9TO 03HaYaI0 My4YUTeNbHOe yOuicTBo MMmeparopa.

Koupap III cTucHys 3y0nl, MOKPHIBIIKACH XOJIOOHEIM ITIOTOM, TIOX0KKUM Ha TOK[b.

YoonKu.

Iaxe Torma OH He MOT IIOBEPHUTh, UTO OHU 00/1afaioT cuiol bora, a He ObsSBOIIA.

qa mogyMmai, 94TO He COCTAaBUT 00JIBIIIOTO TPpyHOa II0IIaCTh B TEJIO CTOYHOMU KPBICHI, IIOTOMY 4YTO OHO,
IIOX02Ke, JOCTAaTOYHO 3apaXkKeHO...

[Tpenwigymuii UMnepaTop momguepKuBal BaxkHOCTs: KoHpapa 111 o caMolt cBoel CMepTH.

Hukorpa He upu npoTyUB BanmeHTanHOB.

Ho KOHpaI[ BCE HUCIIOPTHUII. KakuMm OBl BeJTUKUM HU OBIIT BamneHraiiH, KISTBE CBSI3LIBAIN UX yCTa, a
IIPOKIIATHUSA CBA3BIBAJIN UX OEeNCTBUSI.



Ho, 6e3 comHeHus, 0HU ObI MTPUTPO3UIK yOuTh MMIepaTopa mpsMmo ceivac, BOT Tak.

— ITaxXe ecyu BHI ITOTepsieTe CBOIO XKK3Hb, Balile BenryecTBo OyieT BEYHO KUTh B HAIIUX CEPAIIaX.

Ecmu 6Bl KTO-HUOYIb IOCIyIIAJ, YTO OHU Cceidac roBOpAT, 9T0 ObUI0 OB 3penuie. Pa3Be oHU He C
TOPAOCTHIO PacKphIBaIK CBOM 6€3yMHEIH IJIaH MPeBPaTUThL MMIepaTopa B MAapUOHETKY?

B-BEI, MOJTKHO OBITH, IIYTUTE.

KoHpap Bcé elré Bepui, 4TO YEPTOBLL BaseHTalHEBI IIYTST.

Pa3Be 3T0 He abCypHbIi MJ1aH?

OmHaKo, KakK TOIBKO BO3HUKJIIA TEKYIlasi CUTYallksi, BCE ero TeJlo Havyajio ApoxkKaTh, KakK JpoxKaliee
Ilepeso.

— Wnu cromga.

Korpa Tpucran oTgan nprukas, Kapi mofomién ¢ mOKOPHEIM JIUIIOM.

B ero pyke Gblna Kykia. 9To Obla KyKila, KOTOpas BHTJISLENa TOYHO Tak ke, Kak MMmepaTop, 3a
MCKJTIOUeHNEM TOTO, YTO €€ rIa3a GBI HEMHOTO He B (OKyCe.

— Hert, nouemy mamaH 37ecs!..

BEI ¢ TOPAOCTHIO MPUBOAUTE HaXKe MPEeCTYIHUKOB B MMmepaTopckuit [IBoperr?!

3atem Kapn nogyman:

Ila 3Hato 1. Kakoro 4épra s 30ecCh?..

— 4 Gonbine He Oymy 9TOrO OemnaTh. A Bcé ele u3beraio npeciiefoBaHus balHu. ..

Tpucras cyxo MaxHyJ PyKOH, KakK OBl KeJlasi IPeKpaTUTh 3Ty GOJITOBHIO.

— JI-gaxke IIocJie TOro, Kak caenal 9To!..

— Ia. 4 mymaro, Bcé OymeT XOpoIIIo.



— ITaxe ecnu OHM y3HAIOT 00 3TOM, T00ast cTpaHa OymeT TepmeTh 3T0. Pa3Be Mbl He BaneHTalHb? -
cka3aJs TpucTaH capKaCTHYECKUM TOHOM.

U nocrne 3TOr0 HOITOro MOJI4aHus KOHpaJI caoelajl BBIGOp.

— C-crmacure MeHsl.

OH yMOJISITT COXPAHUTh MY KU3Hb.

— d-51 Oyny 4TUTH Bac KaK IepoeB, KOTOPhle BHOBL CIlaciu MMnepwuio.

— INd-¢, Tak 4TO HAM menaTh C ITUM UOUOTOM?

TpucraH B3OOXHYIIL.

BrnaropongHbeIi TOH, KOTOPBIM OH 30 BCEX CUJI CTapaliCsl MOLAepXKuBaTh lepen MnepaTopoM, yxKe
OBLI OTOPOIIIEH.

Ha 3ToT pa3 Benmukuii MmepaTop ObLT CIKUIIIKOM IIJI0X, fakKe eClId er0 MO3T OBLT HaCTOJIBKO
MaJIeHbKUM. Kak OHM MOTYT ObITh 3aMHTEPECOBAHEl B TOM, YTOORI X UTHIIA KaK repoeB?
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