9T0 OBII IIOCTYVYIIOK, KOTOprfI HHUKOI'la HEe MOT’ OBITH COBepH.IéH, €CJI1 TOJIBKO OHH BCE He ITJIaHUPOBAJIN
YMEDPETh BMECTE 30€Ch U ceryac. Ho 9T0or0 He MOTJIO OBITh.

3areM...

HeBo3moxHO... Heyxenu MMnepaTop NpuUTaIui Ciofa CTOYHYIO KPHICY?

OH He npokparsics BHyTph. C caMoro Haydaja 3TH BOe pa3paboTany IaH.

ITH OBOE He KOHTAKTHPOBAJIA B HpOI.TIJ'[OfI 2KU3HHU.

OHU He [OJKHBI ObIIM OPYXKUTH APYT C APYTOM, HO 3TO GBI MMPOCTO CUMOUOTHYECKHNE OTHOIIEHHUS.

HWMnepaTop TEpOUT CTOYHYIO KPHICY, a KpbiCa He CIIyXKUT MMnepaTopy, HO 3HaeT, 4To MmmepaTop -
X035H1H 9Tou MMmepuu.

OHa u mpeacTaBUTh cebe He MOTTIA, YTO OHU OYAYT COTPYAHUYATH APYT C OAPYTOM.

Boxke Mmoi.

Kak pganeko man Umnepatop?

Apus BHE3aIIHO BCIIOMHUJIA Pa3roBOp, KOTOPHIY y Heé Obin ¢ Kapimom Ha gHsAX. Cl0B, KOTOPHIX OBLIO0
CKa3aHO TaK MHOT0, YTO OHU IIPUJIUIIAJIY K €€ yIIaM, KaK CTPYII, ¥ TOBOPU/IM el He UATU IIPOTUB
IIPOBUIEHUS, KOTOPOE yXKe OBIJI0 yCTaHOBJIEHO.

— Vi3amenuTsh Oyayiiee - 9TO BCE PaBHO, YTO BHIHYTh CTAPHIM BUHTUK U 3aMEHUTh €ro HOBBIM. He
aydtie i 06110 OB U3MEHUTH YTO-HUOY/b e111€, YTOOb MUP BHOBb Hayall BpallaThCs?

Korpma Apusi HapyIlaeT 3aKOH, BO3HMKAET HOBHIM 3aK0H. HOBHIM 3aKOH moTpebyeT 00jiee BEICOKOH
IIeHBl ¥ 3aAyIIUT e€. OTO OblJIa CUTYyalusl, C KOTOPOM OHA CTOJIKHYJIACh IIPSIMO cenvac.

HoBrIft 3aK0H.

HMnepaTop U cTOYHAA KPhICA CTAHOBATCS OOHOU KOMaH[IOMN.

BHe3anmHO Maru4eckui KpPyT, BbI]"paBI/IPOBaHHHﬁ KPOBLBIO Ha IIOJIy, MEOJIEHHO HaYall HAaIlOTHAThCA
cepe6p${HHM, KPaCHBIM U 30JIOTEIM CBETOM.

910 OBlNa peaklus Ha pa3jIuYHble SHEPTHUU B TeJle CTOYHOM KPBICHL.



B atot momeHT JInoug u Apusi, IOYYBCTBOBABIINE HEYTO CTPAHHOE, OHHOBPEMEHHO IOBEPHYIIU
TOJIOBEI, YTOOHI IIOCMOTPETH B BO3AYX 3@ OKHOM.

— Tonbko uTO, Marusi 6aprepa...

— OH ucnonb30Baj KPyr C Marvel yCuieHus B 3Toi KoMHare. [IpsiueTcs mo0IM30CTH.

JImoup MOOHAN Mael U TOYHO YKa3aJll, rge KMEeHHO.

— HaBepxy. MoxkeT ObITh, B BEHTUISILIHOHHOM OTBEPCTUH.

Bepso.

[To KaKou-TO IIPpUYXHE OHA CJIbIIIAaJIa, KaK KaKHhe-TO 3BYKH IIOCTOAHHO JOHOCATCS U3
BEHTHUJIAONOHHOI'O OTBEPCTHI.

Bo3MmoxHO, BomniebHuK, ['aHC.

[Tocne Toro, KaK Apus y3Ha/la TUYHOCTh IPOTUBHUKA, YCTAHOBUBIIETro Oaphep, y Heé He ObII0
apyroro BeiOopa, KpoMe Kak OBITh elnlé 60jiee YyBEPEHHOM B TOM, B YEM OHA yKe Obl/la yBepeHa.

— JInoum, cTtoyHas Kphica.

Apus OCHEITHO OTIPaBUIa COOBIIeHuE.

KoneuHo, ¢ 3TOr0 MoMeHTa JInoun YXKe goragaliCad ¥ OTBETHJI, HE BEIKA3bIBaAd HUKAKHUX ITPU3HAKOB
YOUBIIEHUS:

— Ha.

— EcTtb 1 cnoco6 YTO-TO CHelaTh, €CIU OH He yMpeT'?

U B 3TOT MOMEHT...

— Ky-y-yx-x-X...

IIbIpa IPOH3MIIa ero 1Iet0, ¥ CTOYHAS KPhICa M3Maja CTPAHHLIN 3BYK. Bo-TIepBLIX, He OBIII0 HUKAKOTO



CMEICJIa B TOM, YTO TE€JIO U30aBaJI0O 3BYK. On YJII/IBJ'IéHHO B3JIépHy'TI HOJI60pOI[OK " ITIOCMOTpEJI BHU3 Ha
JiexXalero pAaaoM C HUM B 06M0p0Ke IIOMOIITHHKKA II0 KyXHe.

W3MeHUI CBOE TeJo.

910 OBLT HEBUAKMEIM IIPOLiecc, HO y Heé He ObIJI0 BEIOOpa, KpoMe KakK 3HaTh.

Crnyra ynan Ha II0JI, yOoapuil KyXOHHOTO ITOMOITHUKA KUHKAJIOM, BHITIUII €70 KPOBb U PYXHYIL.

— ObI10... TH ObSIBOIbCKUU Y6HIOI_];OK. Thl HE CMOXKeEIIIb IIPOM3HOCUTH 3aKJIMHAHUSA, €CIIN HE YMEEIb
TOBOPHUTE.

3aTeM MMOMOIIHUK 10 KyXHe, KOTOPBIY JIexKaJsl, BCKOUMII C 071eHO-TOIYOBIM JTUI[OM.

OH 0Obl11 y2Ke MEPTB.

ViHTepecHO, MoYeMy B 3TOM KOMHaTe OblI0 O0JIbIle CIyT, Y4eM He0OX0IUMO...

3melHKe CIIyTH Ha CAaMOM [eJIe MOTYT OBITh XKePTBAMMU IJIST CTOYHOH KPEICH. YTOOE OH MOT ITOOEIUTh
JInonima u oOUTHCH TO0enE! JIF000H I[eHOH.

Cymacmenmuii yOIIiOIoK. ..

[To-mpyroMy 3TO Ha3BaTh GBUIO HETIB3S.

Apus Bouaachk B3rnsanoM B MMnepaTopa. OH Xe BHITJISAET HEMHOT'0 HePBHEIM, CTOS BajeKe, Kak
OyaTo mpocTo HabMoga 3a TPOUCXOASIIAM C IPYTOM CTOPOHBI PEKH.

— Hy, maxe ecnu TH Tak Ha MeHS CMOTPWILb, S HE MOTY PEIIUTh 3Ty pobemy. Tl 3Haellb, CKOIbKO
HWMnepckux OBOPSH ceruac Haxomutcs B Ummepatopckom [IBopiie? B 03HaMeHOBaHKWE OCHOBAHUS
CTpaHHBI cOOpasKCh BCe BIUATEIbHbIE TIOAH!

Ecnu cTouHas KpEICa COEXKUT U3 ITOU KOMHAQATHI, MHOT'H€ JIIOOY IMOTEPAIOT CBOU KNU3HHU.

BoT 4TO 5TO 3HAYUJIO.

— Korpa Bce gBopsiHe YMPYT, 3TOU CTpaHe KOoHel!



Ho mouemy pHIIIapH CTOST Iepef BOPOTAMHU, XOTS OHKM He MOTYT CIIaCTH MMIIEPHIO OT OMacHOCTH? ITO
Obla abcypoHast CoUCTHUKA.

Apus yBupena npobneck ynei0Ku Ha rybax MmepaTopa, yBepeHHOTo B mobefie.

B aToT MoMeHT Apusi, yeil pa3yM Ol OTKIIOYEH, 00/1u3HY 1A I'y6rl. OHA HaMepeBalach CIeTh IEeCHIO.

Ecnu 6wl JInoy BHe3aHO He MOJHST PYKY, YTOOBI IIPUKPHITh € POT.

— IIpomeMoHCTPUPYELIL CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH Neper ViMmepaTopoM U CTOYHOM KPHICOM?

Apus npuina B ce0s1, Kak OyATO €€ OKaTUIM XOJIOMHOM BOMOM.

Ecnu ImoayMaTh, OHa BCIIOMHHUJIA 00 3TOM C OITO3[IaHUEM.

TakCUIepMHUCT.
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