— MoxeT, yKe OTLENHUIIbCS 0T MEeHsS? - BO3MYIIEHHO mporenun Kaccuc, risas MHe B T1a3a.

— Ax!

Bcé ermé npe6riBasi B HEMOM H3YMJIEHHUH, T BOPYT OIIOMHKJIACH U I'PYyOO0 OTTOJIKHY/IA MajJbuyuKa B
CTODOHY.

— VrX... — 10HOIIIA CTUCHYJI 3yOHI.

OT BHE3aITHOT'0 TOJTYKA OH OTIIATHYJICS B CTOPOHY, @ BCKOPE ¥ BOBCE IOBAJIUJICS Ha II0JI, TOTEPSIB
paBHOBeECHE.

Moto ro10By 3am0JIOHUNIU OPYTUe MBICIIY, IO9TOMY 5, faXKe He IOMHTEPeCOBaBLUIUCh COCTOSTHUEM
Kaccuca, o6xBaTuia TafloHSIMHU CBOE IIbIIaioIiee JauI0. ETo mMpOH3UTEeIbHbIM B3TIISH, TOMHBIH TOJI0C...
Ho B KHUTe Xe TJIaBHEIN Tepoy IIPefiCcTaBiIsasCca B 06pa3e HEBUHHOTO aHTena!

Ha celi pa3 rpoMkoe ceppiebueHne TOHOCUIOCh U3 MOe TPYIH.

Ty-mym

Teneps u3-3a Kaccuca Mo€ cepaile cxoouT ¢ yMa. Kakoii mo3op!

¢ UG TIea S3BIKOM O TOM, YTO IOJTHOCTBIO TOTOBA MIPOTUBOCTOSITH 0YAPOBAHHUIO 9TOT0
MaJIbYHMINKH, a Tellepb Pa304apoBLIBAIOCE B cebe.

[Tepen npue3noM OIOHAMHA 51 CIIEMAIbHO TPEHUPOBAlach JepxkKaTh ceOsl B pyKax: YacaMu
pasrisigbiBalia MOPTPETH KPAaCUBBIX MYXKYKH, CTapasCh He MoIafaTh IO X Yapkl. [IpocTo Ha BCIKUU
ciydai, 4ToOB YOETUTHCS, YTO TOYHO He BITIOOIIIOCH B IIPOTArOHKMCTa PoMaHa. Tak moyeMmy xe,
KaXIBIH pa3 BCTPEYasiCh C HUM B3TJISIAOM, B XKUBOTE ITOPXaloT 0a00YKM U JTUII0 ITOKPHIBAETCS
pyMsAHIEM?

Her, HaBE€pHOE, 4 TaK B3BOJIHOBAHHA M3-3a UI'DEI B IIPATKH...

ViMeHHO mm03TOMY, Begb Tak? TONIBKO U3-3a HEE.

[Toka 51 4TO-TO MsIMIIUIIA cele Mo HOC, yOexkaasich B COOCTBEHHBIX CJIOBAX, CHU3Y NOHECIIO
KpSIXTeHUe:

— AX... — MaJb4UK XkKaJl00HO 3aCTOHA.

— Ox, u-u3Bunyu, Kaccuc! 4 BoBce He x0Tesa Tebs TONKATh. OTO BHILIIIO CTy4alHO... — TOJIBKO



ceryac g JOOyMaJiaCh U3BMHUTLCA IEepen IOHOIIEN, BEOb COBCEM I103a0blIa, HACKOJIBKO TOT CJ1ab
300POBLBEM.

OpHakKo CKPHITh CMYIIEHUS He YOaoch. S TO U [eJio 3aMKasach, He B CHJIaX HOPMaJIbHO BHITOBOPUTH
CJIOBA, CJIOBHO PeOEHOK, MEITAIIIUICS YTO-TO JOHECTH CBOEH HEBHSTHOM PeYbIo:

— Xa... TonbKo MelllaembCs MO HOTaMy, — JIeASHEIM TOHOM OYPKHYJI MaJlbYuK.

B ero cnioBax CBIIIaNMCh OTTOIOCKHT pa3nopaxeHus. Kaccuc HeoBOIBHO HAXMYPHJIICA U ITIOCIIEIINII
BCTATh Ha HOT'H, IIOIIYTHO OTPAXKUBAA CJIIETKA UCIIAYKABIIYIOCSA OOEXKOY. On O6€‘pHYJ'ICH KO MHE H,
IIPOOOJIZKUTE BHIIIJIECKUBATL CBOIO 3JI0CThL, CKBO3b BYGBI IIpoumenuis:

— ITosToMy 5 ¥ HEHaBUXKY [ETEN.

— Yto0?

CaM Xe ellé coBceM MaJIbuHIIKa.

JIumb HeHAaMHOT'0 CTapIlle MeHs, HO TOBOPUT ION00HbEIe HEJIETIOCTH. f1 y2Ke XoTesa ObIII0 BO3Pa3UTh
ero rpoMKOM (pase, IOTHOM MTPOTHBOPEUYMH, HO IOHOIIIA IIepeOuI MeHs:

— Mucc 3BenuH, 9TOT KaOuHeT IMpegHa3Ha4Y€eH OJid y‘-Ie6bI, d He Uurp.

4 HeCKOIBKO pa3 TJIyImo MOPruyia, C TpyooM IIOHKWMas, 9YTO 3TO BOPYT Ha HEro HaIIJIO. [IeiTaeTcs
BECTH ce0sT Kak B3pOCHbeI 1 OTYUTHIBAET MEHS?

— THL... — 4 BO3My1.[IéHHO PacCKphBlJIa POT, HE XKeJjlasd MUPUTHCA C €Ir0 HaXaJIbHBIMU IIOBEJEHHUEM.

— Ax! BoT g u Hameén Bac! — pa3pgancs 4eu-To Kpuk.

He ycmena s gaTh KakKo#-1u00 OTIOP, KakK B KOMHATY BoIIEN [1071 ¥ MUTOM OKJIMKHYJ MeHs. B Ty Xe
cekyHny Kaccuc no6e3Ho npucesn Ha OfHO KOJIeHO U 6epekKHO CMaxHYJI C MOET0 IUIaThs IPUJIHUIIIIYIO
TIBITTB:

— V¥ 1e6s ucmaykasncs Hapsd. Bynb BHUMaTeNlbHee, — U3[[€eBaTeNIbCKY MTPOU3HEC OH.

— Oii, 4 Tak JoJro Impocupgeiia 34eCh, IIPA4YacCh, YTO UCIIOPTHUJIA IIJIaThe, — CMYIIEHHO IIPOTAPAaTOpPUIIa
q.



A cryra Wb pacCMesiyics, TS Ha MPEeACTaBLIyIo Tepe] HUM MUIYIO CIEHY.

Oro. Y uto 6l 3T0 3Hauwmno, Kaccuc?

f 03amavyeHHO B3TIsIHYy/la Ha MajlbuuKa. Y MeHs He YKJIa[fblBaloCh B FOJIOBE, 3a4eM OH BooOpaXkaeT
u3 cebs1 pagymHoro crapiero 6para. Ho ToT nuis opyxemo0HO yIBIOHYIICS U OTIafUII MEeHS 110
meke. HeT, OH TOYHO yIIUNIHYIT MeHs !

—H TYT TBI TO2K€ UCIIa9YKaJlaCk.

JIxern. Ha MmoeMm mnulie He OBLIIO HY IBIIUHKH!

— locrioguH Tako# 3a00TNIUBLIM, BEPHO? — MPomonKan ¢haHTa3upoBats I1o7.

— Hy, Torpma s oTKJIaHSI0Ch, DBEJIUH.

Kaccuc BepHyN KHUTY 00paTHO Ha ITOJIKY U IIOJIOXKUII JIaJOHb Ha MOIO TOJIOBY. A TIOCJIE CTOJIb
HE0XKHUIaHHOT0 )XeCcTa IOKUHYJ KabuHeT.

Barman CIIyT'u OB TIOJIOH TOPOOCTH 3a CBOETO I'OCIIOAWHA. Ag II0Tepsila Jap Pedu U He MOTI'JIa JaxXKe
COBUHYTBCA C MECTa. Ha Moém muiie 3acThsla Kakasi-Ta KpHUBas yCMEIIIKa. K TaKOMY 51 TOYHO Oblla He
T'OTOBa:

— Bo uTO0 GBI BB XOTENIM CHIrPATh Ha 3TOT pa3? — 6OAPO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS CIIYTa, XKeJlast Pa3psAOuTh
00CTaHOBKY.

— YVxe He X049y, — PE3KO0 0TO3BasIacCh 4.

— Mucc? Heyxenu BaM GBII0 CKy4HO? — IT0OJT pacTEPSIHHO 3aMOprail.

— Her. Brino Beceno. Ho MHe Ha CerofiHsI XBaTUT, — OTPEIIEHHO Opocuila s U 3alllarasia K JIBEpH.

Kpaem rnaza s 3aMeTusna, Kak MyXK4rHa II0CJIeIOBaJl 3a MHOM U YTO-TO KPUKHYJI BCJIel, HO He
3aloOMHMJIA HU eOUHOM ero ¢pas3kl. 4 Bce elre He MOIjla BHIOPOCUTE M3 TOJIOBE HEeJaBHUE H3NEBKU
Kaccuca. Kto 651 MOT mofflymMaThb, YTO TaKoil MaJleHbKUY peOEHOK OyieT YUTaTh MHE HOTAIUH.

Hukorma mo aToro s He Oblna TaK YHUXKeHa!



CKOJIBKO HHU OyMalo, IIPUX0XKY K OJHOMY BBEIBOLY: Kaccuc OTKPBEITO MEH{ ITPE3HUPAET.

Ho mouemy? 4 B ueM-TO MpoBUHUIIACK? MK Ke OH HEOCO3HAHHO HENOoJI00IMBaJl MEHSI C CaMOTO
HavaJjla M3-3a TOr0, UTO S 3/1I0[leliKa poMaHa?

[Toka s mbITanmach HAUTHU OTBETHI HA CBOM BOIIPOCH], He 3aMeTHIIa, KaK CUJIBHO pacKadalla Kaueyu, Ha
KOTOPBIX CHela JIulla.

B Moelt ro0Be BCILTIBIIO HacMeXaBIIeecs TUI0 OTOHIUHA — YTO BO BPeMs Halllel TepBOM C HUM
BCTPEYH Y I0e3[a, YTO B KabuHEeTe Ha JHAX. DTOT MaJb4yHIIKa CMOTPUT HA MEHS CBEPXY BHHUS...

Heyxenu s ¥ mpaBfa Kak-To ero o0uzesna, pa3 OH IpsMo Ha Iila3ax y [1oja 607TbHO YITUIITHYIT MEeHS 3a
meKy?

— OBenuH! CIUIIKOM BHICOKO! — MCIYTaHHO axHyJjla MOS MOApyra.

— Ox, 9mnulila, IPOCTH.

b | OCTOPOZKHO OCTaHOBHIIA APOCTHO PaCKa4YeHHEbIE Ka4€eJIn.

— Qyx, 51 94yTh OBUIO He yJieTeNla, — BEIIOXHYJIAa JeBOYKa C 00JIeryeHueM.

— M3BUHU-U3BUHU. { POCTO 3afyMajach Koe 0 4eM, — OIlpaBhasach .

— W 0 yeM xke? — U3 YUCTOr0 JTIOOOMBITCTBA CITPOCHTIA JJIHIIA.

— HerT, moHMMaelb... — g oKadasa I'oJI0BOMH.

— Hy, Tak 4T0? — He yHUMaach MaJIbIIIKa.

I'maBHas reponHs Pa3BEPHYJIaChk KO MHE JINIIOM U HaCTOHUYMBO yIIpaliuBala IIOOEeJIUTECA
TPEBOZKalllUMHK MEICIIAMU. A 3aJyM4YHXBO I1049€ecCala IIEeKYy U, PEIINB BOCIIOJIb30BATHCA MIAHCOM,
BEITIAJINJIA:

— O, Onuia, KTo-HUOYOh HeHaBuAen Tebs paHbllle OeCIpUYMHHO? XOTS HET, BPSJ JIX 3TO MOXKHO
Ha3BaTb HEHABUCTHIO...

— OBenuH, Te0s KTO-TO 006umen? — 06eCIIOKOEHHO CIIPOCHUJIa OJIOHOUHKA ¥ 3aMETHO YXKeCTO4YHnJIacCh B
Jane.



— Hert-Het! 3abynb TO, 4TO 5 CKa3ana. HaBepHoe, s IpUHSIa BCE CIUIIKOM OTHM3KO0 K cepaiy. He
BOJTHY¥CST, Dnuia. YeCTHO, HUYEero CepbEe3HOro, — 51 OBICTPO 3abpasa CBOM CJI0Ba Ha3af.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 5 BeOb &Kalyloch Ha Kaccrca npsiMo mepes TeporHel KHUTH:

— JlaBa¥t 51 CHOBa ITOKa4alo Tebs. [lepKuch Kpemye.

IleBOYKa MIHOBEHHO BEITIPSAMHAIIA OCAHKY B YXBATHJIACh 3d CUOEHHE. A neronsko TOJIKHYJId Ka4eJlb.

YyTh He omiomIana... Pa3Be UMeHHO Tak He Bejla ce0sl HacTosast IBeIuH?

}KYTKO TOJIBKO ITOAYMAaTh O TOM, YTO 4 YyTh HE BHECJIa Pa3a0D MEXKY I''TaBHBIMU I'€POIMU:

«0x, HYXKHO OBITH BHUMATETLHEE. .. »

4 cmenana riny60Kui BOOX ¥ HAKOHEI-TO YCIIOKOUTIACH.

Omepalus mo ciaexke 3a Kaccrcom mpomomkaauch, ¥ MeHsT COBCeM He BOJTHOBAJIO, YTO OH 000 MHe
IogyMaeT. B 0CHOBHOM MaJlbYHK IIPOBOIHII BCE BpeMsI B cafly Wiiu KaOuHeTe [ yueOrl. S 3aMeTuna,
YTO Yy HETO IOBOJILHO CKPOMHOE X000U - YTeHue.

FOHo11a moyTH BCeryia ocTaBasics BHyTPHU ocobHsIKa. C Tex Iop, Kak OH Iepecek rpaHuily MoHTesa,
HU pa3y He BHXOOuI B ropof. [Toce CIy4YuBIIET0Cs S BCE eIl€ mepKaa Ha Hero 06Uy U BCAKUY pas
3acTaBasia 6JIOHOWHA B IIJIOXOM HaCTPOEHUU. TOT He CKPBIBAJl CBOEH HEIPUSI3HU.

YTo c HUM He Tak?

9TOT Ma/Ib4MK BeHET 00pa3 XKMU3HU KaKOr0-TO CTapuKa.

[Toka OH 37eCh, OH MOT OBI KCCIIEIOBAThH BECH [IOM, TEPPUTOPHIO BOKPYT, IOIBIIIATH CBEKUM BO3TYXOM
WM 3aBeCcTu ¢ KeM-Hubynb Oeceny. [omxkHO ObITh, Kaccuc yke oueHb foroe BpeMs 6omeerT.

Ho MHe He 3a 4eM TacKaTb ero 3a Co00M U IBITaThCS YroguTh. Kak s paHbllle ¥ TOBOPUIIA, HYKHO
co0I0IaTh PACCTOSHHE.

Ecnu 4ecTHO, 51 yKe He IOMHIO POMaH U ero Mejkue mofpobHocTH. OJHAKO CTOUT TOJIBKO
IIPEICTABUTH B TOJIOBE yYacTh OBEJIMH U3 KHUTH, KaK 6pocaeT B IpoxKb. HeT, He MO3BOJIIO Pa3pyIIUTh
MO0 CIIOKOWHYIO KU3Hb.



EH.IG GYI[Y‘-II/I COBCEM MAJIBLIIIKOM, 51 BCIIOMHUIIA BpeMeHa 0 IMepepoxkKaeHn A U IIPOYUTAHHYIO MHOIO
1moBecThb. Ho Y ME€H{A HE BHIIIJIO 3allMCATh HUYEro U3 BUOEHHUS 1U3-3a MOETO IOHOT'O0 BO3PaACTa.

[ToaTOMY IPUIITIOCH 3aIIOMHUTE. A ¢ Bo3pacToM 00JIbIIasi YaCTh BOCIIOMAHAHUM ITPOCTO BHIIETETA U3
naMsTy. [lake eCyu 51 CUJIbHO HaImpsranach, YTOOB YTO-HUOYIb TPUIIOMHUTE, TO TOJIOBHAS 00JIb
TIepeKpHIBasa Jito0ble MBICIIH.

Brina Ovl 3alienKa, TOTAa, BO3MOXKHO, ITOIYYUIIOCH OFL...

Ceffyac s HAMpaBIIsIach MIPSIMUKOM B Cafl, IIONYTHO Pa3MEIIIIAS 0 POMaHe U O HaJIbHEeHIINnX
COOBITUAX.

CHauasla MHe II0IIajlach Ha r'ja3a cupsmias B 6ecegke Mama. Ho Oosbille BHUMaHUS TPUBJIEK
IIIOKOJIQHbIM TOPT — I CTPEMUTEIbHO rmombexarna 61uxke. MaTyIlKa IPUBETINBO IPEII0KIIA MHE
BUJIKY, ¥ S CMOTJIa OTJIOMUTh OT JTJAKOMCTBA alllIeTUTHHIN KyCOYeK:

— OBeNuH, — N03Balla MeHs XeHINWHA, 0Ka yromeHnune HpI/IGJ'II/I}KaJIOCb K MOEeMYy PTY.

— MM? — u3-3a CMa4HOr0 KyCKa TOPTa s He MOIJIa BHATHO OTBETHUTh, ¥ BMECTO 9TOI0 CKJIOHMIIA
TOJIOBY B BOIIPOCE, IIMPOKO PACKPHIB IIa3a.

— Bur ¢ Kaccucom cMoru cOIU3UThCS? — OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHIIAa MaMa U BRITSHYJIA PYKY BIEPET,
IIPOTEPEB MOM POT IJIATKOM.

— 9M... He 3Hal0, OH He BBIXOOUT U3 0COOHSKA, U ST HUTHE He MOTY eT0 OTHICKaTh, — PABHOOYIITHO
OTBETHJIA S, IPOTJIOTUB EIll€ ONUH KyCOUYeK.

— Bor kax... IIoHATHO.

ITocne Moero oTBeTa JUII0 MAaTYIIKH I1€49aJIbHO IMOTYCKHEIIO. HaBepHHKa OHa CHUJIbHO OeCIIOKOHUIIach
3d HalllIeT0 HOBOI'O XKUJIbIlA.

Ha eé MecTe s ObI TOKe 0YeHb TPEBOKUIIACS.

— 9BenuH, TH 3Hala, 4To Kaccuc CTpafgaeT CepaedYHbIM HeJIyTOM? — THXO0 IIPOOOJIZKKJIa MaMa.

— A? Y Hero 6oinbHOe ceppie? — poOKO IepecrIpocuia .

— Jla. Bce n3-3a 00/Ie3HH...

— Ax...



4 kak-T0 YCIIBIIIIaJIa, 94TO 3aboneBanue Kaccruca HeM31€49UMO. HeBOCHpI/II/IM‘-II/IBOCTB K MaHE€ — TaK
OHH 3TO HAa3BaAJIH. 3a60neBaHHe, H3-3a KOTOPOI'O0 OPraHM3M HAa4YHWHAET 6ecnop${,uquo IIOTJIOIMIAaTh
MaHYy B OO0JIBIITNX KOTMYECTBAX.

JlekapCTBO ITOKa YTO He u300pesid, TakK uTo 60IelolieMy IPUXOOUI0Ch JIUIIEL BEIKUBATh. CIIOBHO
00010IHOE J1e3BKe, HEBOCIIPUUMYKMBOCTh K MaHe MPHUYMHSIIIA HEBLIHOCUMYIO 60J1h. TIpomepKHUIIbCS 10
KOHIIa — BCSI MaHa Oy[eT mopBiacTHa Tebe, HO eCJIU CHAIIbCA — YMPEIIb MyYUTENTbHOM CMEPTHIO.

KoneuHo xe Kaccuca He oXupgasna TparduHas KOHI[OBKa, Ha TO OH ¥ T'JIaBHBIM repou. Ho maxe 9To He
OTMEHSJI0 TOTO (haKTa, YTO IOHOIIY BCerha IpeciefoBaia HellpeKpaliaIasacs 007b.

KcraTu... Pa3Be 51 He chenana eme XyKe HeCKOJIbKO AHel Ha3af, KOrha CIy4alHoO ero TONKHYyJa?
[ToaTomy Kaccuc u OblsT TAaKUM pa3fpakuTenbHeIM? M3-3a 6051e3Hu?

BuezamnHo g OIOyTHUJIa I'PY3 BUHEI 1 UCKPEHHE IIOCOYYBCTBOBAJIa MAJIbYUKY:

— BoT ecnu 6v1 ManieHbKas CeCTpeHKa IBENUH IIPOABUJIa MHUIIMATUBY U 3aX0TeJla IMOAPYXKHUTLECA, €My
OBII0 OBI TMIPUATHO, — BHE3AIIHO BHITIAJINIId MATYIIKA.

¢ n3berasa B3TJIsiga XKEHIUHEL ¥ He CIIEeIInIa C 0TBETOM. Bcst cuTyanus mom MOMM KOHTPOJIEM.
Mawma, mmoiMu, 370 BO O/1aro Hallen xe ceMbu!

CHYCTH Mapy MUHYT MOJTYaHUA A BbIJdaBUJIa KHUCIIYIO yanﬁKy 1 IIPOJOoJI2KaJia MOJIYaTh, HagesACh, YTO
MaTyLIKad 0T6p0CI/IT paHee IIPenJIoKEeHHYIO UOEI0. Ho ona BOPYT 3aroBOpHiia:

— IBeJUH, X0Yelllb elllé Kycoyek?

— Ara!

— Torga Bo3bMH TapejKy U OTHECH e€ B KOMHATY Hallero roctsi. Kaccuc Touno OygeT paf ecThb
BMECTE CO CBOEH CeCTPOM, HeXKeJld B OMMHOYECTBe, — BCE TaK JKe HeBHHHO MPOMOJIKaia MaMa.

— Aral.. Yto? C KaccucoM? — 4 3allHyJ1ach, YCIIBIIIAB 3HAKOMOE UM,

— [la, pa3genuTe TOPT BMecTe. Eciu X04ellb CheCTh €IE, TO HyKHO OeNUThCS, TOHUMAEIb?
— JXEHIIWHA OCJIEMUTENIbHO YIILIOHYIaCh.

Boxe moii. He Mory moBepuTh, 4TO II0Nanach Ha TaKylo JelIeBYIO VIOBKY.

B mocnenHee BpeMs S 4aCTO HAIpsrajia MO3TH X PA3MHIIUISIa 00 3TOM MaJIbYHUINKe, TaK YTO IOYTH
Bcerga OBICTPO yCTaBasia ¥ oTOpachiBajia B3POC/BIN 00K, HaUuWHAs BeCTU ce0si, Kak peOeHOK.



— Vxx... — 1 KoJiebajacs.

— Hy, Torma noxenat Tebe ygauu, — MaMa OpyxKeaio0HO IToMaxajla MHe Ha IIPOIaHue.

MHe HUYEero He 0CTaBaioCh, KpPOME KakK IIOCJIYITHO ITOCIIeJ0BaATh eeé HpOCb6e. A nomanuna pYKOI7I
CJIY2KAHKY, U MHI 3dlllar'djia B CTOPOHY Hy}KHOfI MH€ KOMHATHI.
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