- Anunug.

4 B3gporHyia OT HEOXKUOAaHHOCTH, HO CyMeJla BOBPeMS IIPUTBOPUTHCS crsAlei. HemMmHOro
IIOBEPHYJack, 6yTO BO CHe, M yCIIbIIIANA:

- I[oBOJIEHO XOopo1io.

HeMHoOro NpUOTKPHIB I'N1a3a, 1 yoegunach, 4yTo HaTaHuab 3TOTO He 3aMeTusl. [IoueMy ke OH IpHIIe
B MOIO KOMHATy TakK 1Mo3gHO0? He moxoxke, 4TO €CTh CPOYHOE [IETIO.

CTOUT U MPOMOJIKAThL IPUTBOPSTHCS, OYATO s crmio? Ecny HeT, TO KaK «IIPOCHYThCS»?

Pa3Mbiiisis, st OTHOBPEMEHHO Ciylnana HaTaHuaS:

- Korga ThI mais MHe 0TBeT? 41 He MOT'y [OJIr0 XOaTh...

KaxeTcs, peds uapeT O ITOMOJIBKE... Ilaxke ecnu 3TO He Tak, 4 IIPOCTO IIPHUIIJIa K TAKOMY BEIBOIY.
CTouT 1 MHE BCTAaTh U aTh eMy 3HATL?

- [ToxarnyiicTa, §ail MHe IIOJIOKUTEIbHEIN 0TBET. Haye...- IlIel4ya O4YeHb TSKeJIbIM T'0JI0COM,
HaTaHuamb HEKHO KOCHYJICS MOUX BOJIOC. -...51 HEe 3Hal0, YTO C TO6OM caemnaro.

Yero?

['nmaBHBIN Tepoii-MyzK4uHa...YTO OH TOIBKO YTO CKa3an? KaxkeTcs, g yCibllana CTpPaIHyo ¢pasy.

9T0 XKe Ta Ppa3a, KOTOPYIO OOEePKUMBIN CKa3as jienu!

4 ¢ 3aKPHITHIMU TTIa3aMU IIPUTBOPHUIIACH, YTO IIPOMOJIKAIO0 CIIaTh. BO BCSKOM ciTydae, Y MEHS HET
JKeJlaHUs cefiyac pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ HaTanuaneM. MyX4yrHa HEKOTOPOE BpPeMsI MOJTYa 3alpaBisiyl MOU
ClleTKa TopyYallye BOJIOCHL.

- [TycTh Tebe IPUCHUTCS XOPOIIUH COH, ALIUTHS.

Her, Telepb MHE IIPUCHUTCA TOJIEKO KOIIIMap.

4 mouyBcTBOBana, Kak HaTaHM3/Ib BCTAeT C KPOBATH U BHIXOOUT M3 KOMHATEI, C TUXUM ILIETYKOM
3aKphIBast IBepb. JIKIIL TOTHa S OTKPABIIA Ila3a U IIy00Ko B3moxHya. Hamo xe, s 3aTauia geIxaHue,
He 0CO3HaBas 9TOro.



Oxn xe yiren? He CTOUT 3a ABEPHIO, BEPHO?

¢ BHUMaTenbHO npuciymanack. OT HEPBOB S YYBCTBOBAJIA, YTO CX0XKY € yMa. K cuacThio, B KOpumope
paspmancs ymangiomuecs 3ByK maros. HaTaHuans Bo3Bpalnaics K cebe.

MenneHHO CBEPHYBIINCE KOMOYKOM, A ITIOCTapPaJlaCh HprITPI B ce0s1. Bo MHOTMX CMEBIC/IaX MOM MO3T
YCTaJl ¥ 3allyTaJiCs.
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[purnameHue 0T UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbH TIPHUIIIIO Ha Clefyolnee yTpo. [Tpockba o mocenieHun
MMIIepPaTOPCKOro OaHKeTa OblIa HalMCaHa KPACUBBIM IIOYEPKOM.

- UTo elre mpuKaxeIlb MHe caenaTh? - HaTaHuanb HeOpeXHO KUHYI IPUTIalie e Ha CTOJ.

- [IpurnaieHue OpPUILIIO ¥ rocnoxe Anunuu. Bo3MoXKHO, 0 uMIepaTopa AOLUIN CIIyX4 O Hel, -
noJtoxkuI mBopenkuii Hatanuans, 'oBapa. HaTaHuamb CIIOKOMHO TOCMOTpPeN Ha ['oBapma Ansbepra,
BCIO XH3Hb TPopaboTaBIIero B reprorcree KpoMcoxunT, 3aTeM MeaJIeHHO OTKPHIT POT:

- Ecnu oHa Mos HeBecTa, OHa MOXKeT ImouTu. Ho HeT, IToKa HeT.

XoTtenoch OBl 3HATH IPUYHMHY, II0 KOTOPOM MMIIepPaTOp MpUriacun Auunuio. Xo4yeT y3HaTh,
IEeNCTBUTEILHO JIX OHA - cylabocTh Hatanuana Kpomcoxunt? Ecnu HaTaHuanbs moceTuT 6aHKET, TO
BCEM IIOKaxXeT, YTO OHa - He c1aboCTh, a BpeMeHHas moMexa. TeM He MeHee, My XK4WHa II0KaxeT Npu
TM0OBIX 00CTOSITENTBCTBAX, YTO €C/IU K AIIMITUU KTO-TO IPUKOCHETCS, TO He U30EeXUT rHeBa
Hatanuand. To xXe OTHOCUTCS U K TEM, KTO peLInsics npuBieyds [Ixkoirya ['poyecTepa.

«MoxeT OBITh, OHU YK€ 3aIlJIaTU/IHA LEeHY».

HaTaHua7b CIIPOCU Y ABOPELKOTO:

- A 4TO HacueT Hee U ee Myxka? THI ClieNial To, 4TO 5 Tebe cKa3as?

- KoHeuHo, MacTep, - X0JI0OHO OTBeTuN I'oBapH, OYOTO HUKOIIa He OTHOCHUIICS K VIBOHH C JOOPOTOM.

Harauusnb 6pOCI/IJ'I IIpurilalieHne uMIIepaTopa B KaMUH U XOJIOJHO YHBIGHYHCH. C IIpe3peHnueM risagsa



Ha ropsimee Im1uCcbMO, OH MEeJJIEHHO ITOBEPHYJICA K OBEPH. HpI/II.T.U'IO BpeMs yCIIBIIIATh OTBET Anumnun.
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- 9u! [Toxamyiicta, nocnyiaiTe MeHs! 91, Brl! { He Bpy! - oTYagHHO Kpudana VBOHH u3-3a
pemureTku. Ho ee HUKTO He ciymas. Bce MpocTo MpoXonuid MUMO, HY pa3y He B3TJITHYB Ha Hee.

- [TopcraBa! 3to Hempasma! Hac o6manymu!

-Ycnokorics, IBoHH! - 03agayeHHbIH Po6epT MOMBITaICs OCTAHOBUTH OBIOLIYIO TI0 MPYThSIM PEIIeTKU
JKeHy, - eCJH TH Oynelrb OyHTOBaTh, TeOs HaKaXyT!

- HakaxyT? 3a 4T0, 4epT BO3bMHU, MBI JOJIZKHEI OBITh HaKa3aHbI?! ITOT 307I0TOM CIUTOK COBEPIIEHHO
TOYHO fJan MHe repior! Msul ero He Kpanu!

Odunuansuo MBoHH 1 PobepT cUOsAT B TIOPbME 3a KpPaXy 30JI0THIX CIIMTKOB repuora KpomMcoxumr.
Kpaxa! MBOHH moTepsijia CO3HaHUE, KOTha 3a HUMY IPHUIIUIN CTPAXHUKYU ¢ 00BHHEeHHEeM. YeloBekK,
KOTOPHIM [ajl 30JI0TOM CIIMTOK, OBIJT HUKTO MHOM, KaK caM repiuor. [louemy e OH TaK BHE3aIIHO
IIOMEHSJI CBOU CJI0Ba?!

“T'oCIIomWH TOBOPHUT, YTO HUKOTIA HE MaBaj 3TOU ITape 30JI0THIX CIUTKOB. KpoMe TOro, rocmoguH
X04eT, YTOOHI TPECTYITHUKY PaCIJIATUINCh 3a KPaxy COKPOBHII repiiora Kpomcoxunt”, - nepeman
II0Ka3aHUS OT UMEHHU repliora ciyra 6e3:Ku3HeHHBIM I'0JIocOM. IBOHH yTBepzK[aa, YTO HEBUHOBHA,
HO HUKTO el He BepuJi. M03ru eByLIKN paboTanu Ha IOJIHYIO.

- Koreuyno... OHU HaMepEeHHO [ald HaM TOT 30JI0TOX CIUTOK? IIEITaloTCS 3aMaHUTh MEHS B JIOBYILIKY?
- Ee pyka, cxxumarmas xejne3Hble IpyThs, aApoxana. OT rHeBa IepexBaTuio ropio. B ToT MOMEHT,
KOTZla ee TJla3a ITOKpacHeJH, KTO-TO poOKo TpoHy MBOHH 3a miedo. ITo O PobGepT.

- [Tocnyan, UBOHH, s CHBILIAN OT CJIefoBaTesis paHee, YTO €CJIA MBI paCKaeMCsl, TO MOXKEM
OT[IeNIaThCS ITPOCTHIM TPYHOOBHIM IIPUTOBOPOM. TakK...

KuThb Kak yepHopabouasi! BonHeHue coaBuio Tpymob.

- Kak...Kak takas, kKaxk s!..



B xonIle K0OHII0B, UBOHH He BREITEP2KAJIa CBOETO I'HEBA ¥ T'POMKO 3aKpH4iajla:

- Bo Bcem BuHOBAT ThI! TonbKO 13-3a TeOs1! 4 MpoxoxKy Yyepe3 BeCh 3TOT KOUIMAp JIKIIbL IIOTOMY, YTO
BBIIIIJIA 3aMYyK 3a TAKOro 6ecrojie3Horo, HEKOMIIETEHTHOT'0 YeJloBeKa, KakK ThI!

- Yro-yT0? YTo TH roBopuilh? THl OblsIa IEPBOM, KTO Ha4asl UT'PATh B a3apPTHEIE UTDHI!

- N gto? 4 Hayana nepsoii! Tsl MHe u He Metasn! Ecnu Obl TH He HafieNan TNIyIOCTe! C IeHbraMu, TO
g OHI He...

OuepepnHas ccopa 3TUX ABOMX pa3fpaalla KaK APYruX 3aK/JIO4YEHHBIX, TaK ¥ cliefoBaTenei. Bece
ObLIM B IIOOBEIIEHHOM COCTOSTHUM M3-3a MTOAHUMAaBIIeH 11yMm MBOHH

- Bel, gBOe! YcmokouTech! - KpuKHyNu oxpaHHUKY VBoHH u PoGepTa u mokavanu ronoBamu. [1epo
OOHOTO U3 HUX JIETKO 3aCKOJIb3UIIO 110 OyMmare: “ Hukakux IprU3HAKOB COXKaleHUs He 0OTMEe4eHO”.
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PosHo B 10:45 yTpa npuiien HataHusmb.

- IIpuset, Anunus.

Celiyac OH COBCEM He HAIIOMHMHAJl 4YeJI0BEKa, IIpunieamniero HO4Ybi0 B MOIO KOMHATY C Y2KAaCHEIMHU
CJIOBaMH.

- XOpot1110 i1 CIanock?

- ...XM. A Tebe? - s1 HEeJIOBKO yNILIOHYJIach, YyBCTBYS, Kak ObeTcst Moe cepaue. Ha nuie HaTanuamns
TIOSIBUITACh MSITKasl yIIBIOKa:

- §1 xopormo cmasn, cnacubo.

«Cnacubo»?

{1 yIuBIEHHO MOPTHYyJIA, HE CPa3y MOHSB €ro CJIOBA.



OH cKa3zaj, 4To eT0 1 MO OyIOn CBSA3aAHEI.

HaTtaHua7b TOBOPUI O MPOKJIITUH, KOTOPOE OTHENSIEeT AYIILY OT Teja, X UTO 5 ero coepxkuBaio. I1o
9TO NPUYMHE S CTalla O Hero He3aMeHUMOM.

OH pmaxe chenan MHe IIpeaJIozxKeHune.

MHoro pa3 06ymMaB Bce CHOBa ¥ CHOBA, 5, HAKOHEI], Pellnia IPUHATE ero IIpeaioxkeHue!

B mo6om Clly4ae, yKe CJIMIIKOM II03THO n30erarthb CyMacClIedIInX 3JI0OeeB OpUTruHajld.

Wimmepatop, [Ixkoirya, Pebekka... Bce oHU OBLIM HETOASSIME, C KOTOPHIMU S CaMa He CIIpaBiiochk. U
CIIacTH JCTEeJITy OT MapKK3a TOJIbKO CBOMMH CUJIaMU HEBO3MOXKHO. MTak, y MeHsI HET BbIOOpa, KpoMe
Kak C HeTepIeHueM KaaTh nomoinu Hatanusnsa. OH repror KpoMCOXUAT, CUIEH U XOPOIIO
pasbupaeTcs B CTPaTeTHH.

Bce 9T0, KOHEYHO, XOPOIIIO, HO €CTh 0fHa po6iemMa. CoBceM MasleHbKas Takas mpobrema.

4 o6pyuycs, u uTo GymeT moce 3TOro?

Bpak. OgHako s He MOT'y B 9TO IT0BepuTh. 4 BhIAY 3aMyX 3a Hatauuana? U crany ero xenou?

Wnorma MHe KaXeTcs, 4TO0 HaTaHMSIb HUCIIBITEHIBAET KO MHE KaKHe-TO 9YBCTBa, HO...

He Mmory cka3aTh, YTO XOTh B UeM-TO yBepeHa, HO Oyamy pemats mpo0ieMHl 10 Mepe HacTyIieHus. Tak
YTO HaYHEM C IIOMOJIBKY; ¢ OpakoM pa3bepych mo3xKe.

Tak u pemty.

OTKaIIISIBIINCE, S OTKPGHIJIA POT:

- Y MeHd eCTb 4TO-TO, 4TO g X049y CKa3aTkb.

- O ueM?

- 4 umer0 B BUOy MOMOJIBKY. - OTYassHHO HepBHHUYAS, S CKUMaJla Ianblsl pyK. HaTaHusnbs cMmoTpesna
Ha MEHs C HeIIPOHHULIaeMEBIM BEIpaXXeHueM JIvla. - f coriacHa! Ha moMonsky.

Korpga s1, HaKOHell, TPOTOBOPUIIa pelleHre BCiayX, HaTaHuamb SpKo yiaeIOHYICS. ITO OblJIa caMast
KpacuBas yibeI0Ka, KOTOpPYIO s Korga-nubo Bupena.



Bay.. OH yMeeT BOT Tak yNb0aTbCS?

U cHOBa 5 CMOTpesia Ha HEero Kak IoBepHyTasi. MHE He BEPUJIOCH, YTO TAKOM CUMIIATUYHBIYA YEJI0BEK
CTaHET MOUM XKEHUXOM.

- Papi, 9TO THI COTTIACHA, - OH BHE3AIMHO OOHSJI MEHs, lepKa Tak, CJIOBHO s BOT-BOT IIpomanay. Moe
ceprie B TPYOH CTYYajo yXKaCHO 'POMKO.

He mory...

910 OBITIO He TIepBOe Hallle 00bSITHE, HO S Pa3 3a pa3oM YyBCTBOBasa ce0st cTpaHHO. He
TIOMIatoIIeecs: 00bSICHEHUSIM OIIYIIeHHE. ..

- Brarogaps tebe s1 MOTY KUTb, ALIUTHUS.

- Ia, 51 TOKe pafia, YTO MOTY CIIaCTH Tebs.

- OTHBIHE ¥ HaBcerfaa, Oyab CO MHOM,

I'nans B ero cuHue r1a3a, s 3a0blIa 0 TOM, KaK OBIIIATE.

- 4 x04y, 4TOGRI ThI OBL/Ia PSIAOM C MHOM BCIO KU3Hb.

HaTaHu3/1b TPUKOCHYJIICS K MOMM ry0aM. Msrkoe, efjBa 3aMeTHOE TPHKOCHOBEHHE e[IBa JTH MOXKHO
Ha3BaTh HACTOSALIMM mouenyeM. OmmynieHue 65710 HeXKHEIM, ClTeTKa MEKOUYIIUM, HO U 3TOTO
XBaTHJIO, YTOOLI MOE JIMIIO BCIIEIXHYJIO OT pafiocTy. HaTaHu3/Ib BHOBL YIRIOHYIICS. B oT/IMYKe OT
MEeHS$I, COBEPIIEHHO PaCTePSHHOM, OH OBLT OueHb pacciabiaeH. CI0BHO HUYET0 HEOORYHOTO He
ITPOM30ILIJIO.

- B oty cy660Ty OymeT uMnepaTopcKuil OaHKeT.

- OM-M-M? J-3... - 1 HUKAK He MOTJia B35ITh ce0s1 B pyKu. HaTaHU3/Ib MSTKO 3arOBOPHUJI, TTOTJIaKUBAs
MeHS 110 IIeKe:

- Ham IIPpUCIIaIn IIPUTJIAIIEHN A,

- MHe Toxke?!

- [a, 51 IOIy4YHUII UX BMECTE.



Pa3 9T0 UMIIepaTOPCKUH OAHKET, 3HAYUT, OH MIPOUIET B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ABopIie. [Ipuriamesns ms
Hac 000uX. BLIXOOUT...

o uMmepaTopa [OIIIX CITyXu 000 MHe.

Ax, g ye 9yBCTBYIO yCTaJIOCTh, CTOUT IIOAYMaTh, YTO MHE HYKHO UMETh [IeJI0 C UMIIEPaTOPOM U eT0
celHOM... OgHako oHM 06a 00JIbIlle Mep3aBIikl, YeM 371ofen. He oueHb cTpamHo. [lo-HacTosimeMy
cTparrHas - Pe6ekka AcTpo.

Pa3 000 MHe 3HaeT HUMIIEPATOp, II0JIy4a€eTCs, 3HAeT 1 Pebekxa.

Yro MHe Tenepsh Aenath? A cMory XkKuTh? 4 3acMmesiziach, YyBCTBYS, UTO MOSI 0€3MSITEXKHOCTh BOT-BOT
ucrapuTcs. I[logyBcTBOBaB Ha ce0e BHUMAaTENbHBIM B3I HaTaHuas, s mocTtapanach NpUgaTh
CBOEMY JIALy CIIOKOWHOE BHIpaXKeHUe.

- Tel Hanyrasa?

- Xm? O, Het! 4 Oblla MPOCTO HEMHOT'O YOUBJIEHA.

Bposb HaTaHu3/1s1 CKENITUYECKU IIOAHSIACH BEHILIE, CTOMJIO MYyXKYKHE YCIIBIIIATh MO HEJIOBKUY OTBET.

- Ecniu He Xouellb, MOXKeIllb He uATH. Ho eciiu 3axo4eTcs, To moiageM. - HaTaHW3Ih HEXKHO CXKajl MO0
JIeBYIO PYKY. B pyke y Hero G710 MaJIeHbKOe 30JI0TO€ KOJIBIIO C OPMIIIMAHTOM B LIEHTDE.

- Ha 6an ToI moimenib TOIBKO KaK MOSI HeBecTa.

Hesecrta. [Ioka s mpuBbIKaja K HOBOMY cTaTtycy, HaTaHU31b MEOJIEeHHO Hafesl KOJIbI[0 Ha MOU JIEBbII
0e3bIMSIHHBIM Majell. BpuiInaHT U3SITHON OTPAHKY SPKO CHSJT Ha CBETY.

- 4 mokaxy Mupy, KTo Thl. HUKTO He mocMeeT 4To-nmub0 cuenaTh ¢ ToO0M, MOst HEBECTA.

3HAYUT, KOJIbI[0, KOTOPOE CHUSeT Ha MOeM nasblie... Kak-To 3To 3acTaBUI0 MEHS ITOYYBCTBOBAThL Ce0s
ctpanHo. Kak OyATo g cTaa I7aBHOM TepOrHEl 3TOTO MUpa.

axe ecnu s ©3MEHIO UCTOPHIO, BCe Bedb OymeT XOpoIIo?

BecmokoiicTBo, KOTOpPOE€ B ITOCIIeAHEE BpeMd He OTIIYCKaJI0O MEHA, CUJIbHO PACCTPAanWBaAJI0O, HO HUYETr 0
YZXKe He USMEHUTh. C sToro MomeHTa § - HeBecTa HaTtaHuasmns KpOMCOXI/IJ'IT.
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[Toroma B CephIx MOJIAX CypoBasi Kpyriwii ron. Ero Bnagenuiia, Pebekka AcTpo, cuzena B
6ubnmoTeKe, MOJTHOM BOMIIEOHBIX KHUT, U YHTana. AKKypaTHbIe OeJble Mablbl, IepeBopaunBalole
TOHKYI0 OyMary, ObITM ITUHHBIMU U 37eTaHTHBEIMU. KpacuBasi pyka, KOTOpas BHIIEISAIACh elle
Oosbllle, KOTTa JeBYIIIKa UT'Pajia Ha MTHAHUHO.

B xabuHeT MoJ4a BolIesl MyK4YrHa. TUX0 mnopoiies K PeOeKke u MOYTUTENTbHO CKa3all:

- 'epuor Kpomcoxunt 6ymeT IPUCYTCTBOBATH Ha OAaHKETe.

- BoT Kak? 3aMeuaTesibHO.

- Y 9Ta XKeHIMHa, TI000BHUIIA TE€PIOTa, TOXKE IPHUIET.

I[pu 3THX CITOBaX pyKa, KOTOpas CoOMpaach IepeBepHyTh CTPAHHUITy, OCTaHOBUIACh. PeOekKa
MeMIJIeHHO MOJHS/IA TOJI0BY K MyXkuuHe. Ee mypmypHEIe BOJIOCH U STHTAPHEIE T7Ia3a, IOX0XKe Ha
paccBeTHOe He00, Co3[aBald MUCTHUYECKUHN 00pa3, a IPOHUIATETbHEIN BTSN J00ABIISI
HEIIOBTOPUMYIO UEPTY.

- JTioGoBHuIIa repriora KpoMcoxunr... - 3agyMuuBo mnpomnena Pe6ekka, Ha MTHOBEHUE B3TJISTHYB B
IyCTOTY, @ 3aTe€M yJILIOHYJIACh, - HE CTOUT OECITOKOUTHCS.

- Yro Ber cobupaeTech genaThb?

- A gyTo gmenaTh? - PeGeKkka BCTala CO CBOETO MeCTa U IOMOIIa K KHUKHOM MonKe. Halas HyKHYIO
KHUTY, IOCTala ¥ U3SIIHO IPUCIOHMIIA KOPEeLIoK (HoIMaHTa K KpacHEIM ry0aM. OTJisiabBasich Ha
MyX)uuHYy, PebeKkKa cKa3ajia 00AphIM I0JI0COM, - ECJIM YTO-TO MellaeT, Tebe crenyeT u30aBUTLCSA OT
3TOT0, BEPHO?
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