"Ecnu momyMaThb, Mucc Obllla KaKOW-TO CTPAHHOM B TOT OeHb. Y CIIBIIIIAB HOBOCTh O TOM, UTO
TIOSIBUJIACh CBSITAs, OHa ObllIa y2KACHO MOTPSICEHA, YyTh He ymaB B 00MOPOK. 4 ycresna moamepxaTh
ee."

"9TO merWCTBUTENBLHO CTPaHHO. [loueMy OHa Tak pearupoBasna? ITo Obljla HACTOIHKO YOUBUATEIbHAS
HOBOCThL? KOHEUYHO, 3TO CIOPIPHU3, HO PeaKLus TOCI0KHA HEMHOTO..."

Kanukc BCIIOMKHAJ, YTO €My I'OBOpHUjla TOpHUYHAs U3 0COOHSKa JKpPH.

[Tpexne 4yeM OH Hadasl BCEPhE3 3aHUMATHCS ITOMCKaMH JIayprl, OH XOTEN BHISICHUTD, KTO CKa3aJll eé
BCIO YyIIIb O TOM, UTO Y HETo OBUT pOMaH.

Opuako He OBITIO HU OMHOTO YeJloBeKa, KOTOPHIM 3Has 06 aToM. Bpat Jlayphl, AjneH, KOTOPBEIY OBII
IOBOJIBHO JIETKOMEICJIEHHEIM M CAMBIM IIOJI03PUTEIbHEIM, HUUEro He 3Haj 00 3TOM.

Tak KT0 XKe 3T0 OBIJI, Y4ePT BOILMHU?

Kaxk xe Jlaypa npuiina K TaKOMY BEIBOLY?

EMy Ka3anoch, YTO OH ITOCTETIEHHO 3aXOUT BCE I'Iy0xke B TaOUPUHT 3arafok. M BOT omHaXK/Ibl OH
YBU[IEN 3allMCH O JIIOMSX, KOTOPhIe BXOOUIN B UMIIePAaTOPCKUI IBOPELL.

Tam Ob110 HanmKucaHo eé uMs. Jlaypa IKpH.

910 OBIN IeHb, KOTla sSBUIach 00KeCcTBeHHas JIequ, TOT CaMblil IeHb, Korfa Jlaypa moexasna Ha
BOK3aJl.

Kanukc UCIBITEIBAI CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO. JTO OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha JexkaBio. OH YTO-TO HOJIZKeH OB 3HATh,
HO He MOT BCIIOMHHTb... OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YIIYCTHUJ YTO-TO BaXKHOE.

OH He MOT JaTh 00BbSICHEHUSI CBOEMY COCTOSTHUIO.

OueBUOHO, CYIIECTBYET KaKasi-TO CBA3b MEXK[Y IOSIBJIEHUEM CBSITOM M BHE3aIHBIM OercTBOM Jlayphl.
Ho y3HaTh MpUYMHY T€PIOT MOT TOJIBKO Yy CBOEH HEBECTHI.
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Kanmukc BCIIOMHU KEHITUHY, KOTOPYIO Ha3blBaiu 00KECTBEHHOM JIeu.



qeprIe BOJIOCHI ¥ T'Jla3a, TEMHEe HOYH, a JIUI0 OjiegHoe u IIpeKpacCHoOe, KakK HYHa Ona 6HCTpO
IIOKOPHJIa MHOT'UX CBOEM TaWMHCTBEHHOU KpaCOTOﬁ.

BepxoBHEBIN XpaM GLICTPO IMPU3HA €€ TUTYI. Temeph He OblJI0 HUKAKUX COMHEHUH.

Ho Ovlyia omHa COMHUTEINbHAS JeTallb.

ToBOpHUIIH, YTO CBSILIEHHUK, KOTOPHIH ITEPBEIM 00HAPYKUII CBATYIO IIOJ] CTapPHIM IEPEBOM Xpama
CKa3aJl OgHaXKIHI:

— Ona u mpaBga 6oXecTBeHHas jenu? J He YyBCTBYIO B HEM HUKAKOM CHUJIHL.

Ho nmo3xe:

— KaxeTcs1, T HEMHOT0 HaIyTaJsl, TakK KakK OblT ycTalkM Toraa. Jlegu Cusi, HeCOMHEHHO, Oblia
OrarociosieHa borom.

C tex II0p CBsATasi CaMa OEMOHCTPHUPOBaAJIa CBOIO CUJTY, Pa3Be€AB OCTAaJIbHbI€ COMHEHN .

OpHaAKO YTO-TO BCE XK€ BHI3HIBAJIO ITONO3PEHUS. JTOT CBSIMIEHHUK, boXecTBeHHas neau. Bce oHn
OBLITY ITONO3PUTENBbHEL. XOTS HET HUKAKUX SIBHIX MOKa3aTebCTB.

"Ecnu nprunHa oThe3na Jlaypa DeuCcTBUTeNIbHO CBATad..."

9TOro0 Bedh He MOXKET ObITh, ITpaBaa? YepBb COMHEHUS OBICTPO HaIIEN cebe MeCTO PSAOOM C APYTUMHU
TPEBOKHBIMU MBICIISIMU.

"B mo060oM criydae s He MOTY JOBEPSTH 3TOM XKeHIuHe. "

[TepcoHa, KOTOpast yTBEPKAAET, UTO Oblla omapeHa borom u3 gpyroro Mupa. C mepBoro AHs, KaK OHU
BIIEPBBLIE BCTPETHIIMCH, OHA YIOPHO MHITAlach COOIa3HUTh €To.

CasiTas maxe Ipuexasna B TOPO, Te OCTaHOBUIICS TePIOT, YTOOBI HAWTH €TO0.

— Kaxk Bamre camouyscTBre? 51 6010Ch, YTO Ballle 3TOPOBLE MOKET 0CIaOHYTh U3-3a JOJITOT0
Iy TEIIeCTBUS.

B 10 BpeMs Kanukc xum B roctuHulle. Ero KOMHaTa HaxOguiIach Ha YeTBEPTOM 3TaxKe. A Ta
IocjaHHuIa bora cHsama KOMHATY Ha TPpeThe€M U B TY HOYb IIBITAJIACh IIOIIACTh K KaJ'II/IKCY B IIOCTEJIb.
Eeé OIIpaBOaHMEM IIOCIIY2KHUJIO TO, YTO OHa IIe€pPemyTasla KOMHATHEI U 3TaXKH.



— Kaxkoro uép...

— Ox, npoctute MeHs! Kaxercs, g nepenyTaia HoMmepa. Celyac Tak X0JI0OHO, 1 He X04Y BBIXOJUTH B
KOPHUOOP.

Ha nuie My>XK4YuHEI TOSIBUIOCH OTBPalleHue. Kak HU mOCMOTPH, OBIIIO 0YEBUHO, YTO KEHIIUHA
CIelMabHO Haflesla HOYHYI0 PyOaIlKy ¢ KpyzKeBaMu.

"OHa comula ¢ yma?" — UMeHHO Tak gyMan Kanukc. OH He MOT IIOHATh, [I0YeMy OHa Tak OfepXKuMa
VM.

Bonee Toro, oH e SBHO He HPaBUJICS. ['eplor MOHSN 3TO 10 €€ rina3aM. Cus - 3TO IPOCTO...

Kaszarnocs, oHa IIPOCTO XO0TeJIa YTO-TO YKPACTE.

[Tomo6HO TOMY, Kak peGeHOK X04eT 3aB/lafieTh UT'PYIIKAaMU APY3€ii, CBSiTas XOTeNla 3aBIlafieTh
Kamnmukcom.

MyX4yuHa pacCepauCs U, XOTS MOHUMAJI, YTO 3TO HEBEXKJIMBO, BLICTABUITI €€ 3a IBEPE.

— He pmemnaiiTe 3TOT0 CHOBA. f He MOTEPIIIO0 3TOT0 ABAXKIHI.

— Hy u uto, ecnu Brt He noTepnute? Uto Bl cnenaere? 4 Ta, Koro BeiOpan bor.

Kanukc He 0TBETUN M 3aXJIONHYJ ABephb. OH OB pa3gpaxkeH. EMy IPHIIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO €0
mmoliMasia B JIOBYIIIKY COBEPIIEHHO 6e3yMHasl XKeHIIIWHa.

EMy u Tak OvU10 Heserko. [1pomino yxke mojarona, a OH BCe HUKaK He MOT HAllTU HUKAKUX CJIeloB
Jlaypsl.

Kanukc He moHUMaI Imo4eMy He MOT HaWTH HEeBeCTYy.

Bo3MoxHO, yTO Anrica BUHTEepBY[ 4TO-TO chesialia Ajsd 3Toro. Kak rosopusa crapas II0r0OBOpKa: Mar
MOKET COBUHYTH JaxKe TOPhl, eCNIU 3aX0YerT.

"Tlouemy OHa, ©Mesl TaKyI0 OTPOMHYI0 cuily, paboTana BpauoM y Mapku3a? Kak Hernero..."

BrIn0 TakXke MMOmO3PUTENIbHO, YTO OHA moMoriia Jlaype cOexaTh, Kak OyATo y Heé ObLI IIaH OIS
TAKOT0 UCX0ma COOLITUH.



Kanukc B3moxHyn. Bce oOHM MO03peBaeMbIMH.

OH He MOXKeT MOBePSITh HUKOMY, faxKe MOJYNHEHHHIM, KOTOPHIe ObITu PsAnoM ¢ HuM. OH BEPHUT TOJIBKO
B ce04.

"TeM He MeHee, THl €IUHCTBEHHAI..."

Tl Ta, KOMY § IOBEPSIO.

3payKy MyXK4YUHE PACLUIMPUIIUCE, KOTHa OH rnogymar o Jlaype.

OH He u3 Tex, KTo BepuT B mogen. Ho Jlaypa...

[eprior GBI YBEPEH, UTO OHA He OPOCUT ero, YTo 3TO UX cyabba.

Jlaypa, mouemy Tkl 6pocuia MeHs?

[ToyeMy THI He BEpHULIb B MEHS?

Kakasg Xke nmpuuymHa...

BEI7I0 MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, Ha KOTOPhIE HEBO3MO2KHO OBITIO OTBETUTH. U €JUHCTBEHHOE, YTO
BO3BpaAIllaiOCk XU OTBEYAJIO €EMY - CcoOCTBEHHOE 3XO.

Kanukc 4yBCcTBOBaJ, YTO HaunMHaeT 3a00seBaTh. [JHU 6e3 HEE€ MPOXOOUIN CTPEMUTEILHO U OH
IIOCTEIIEHHO JIOMAJICS.

"¢l He Mory nmpoxkuTh 6€3 TeOs HU IHA."

ThI X04erb, YTOOHL 5T yMep BOT TaK? THl HafeellbCsi, YTO 5T yMPY U He Hauny Teb6s? Heyxenu Tebe Bce
paBHO? [Taxe eciny g Tak 00JIeH, Jaxke eclii MHE TSKeJl0, HeyKeNu 51 JeMCTBUTENIbHO HUYero He
3Hauy s tebs?

B ropmne o6pa3oBascsi KOMOK. YyBCTBO IpefaTebCTBa ¥ THEBA KJIOKOTAIM TIe-TO B 3aKOYIKax AYIIH.
Kanukc moTép nmokpacHeBIIKe rIa3a THUIbHOM CTOPOHOM JIafOHHU.

" obs3aTenbHO Haupy Tebs, Jlaypa."

C IIyralIIiuM B3TJIsAA0M, B KOTOPOM IIJIECKAJICA JIMIIb A, Kanukc BBIPYTaJics.



CHOBAa U CHOBA.

)%k

Mecsiin CIIYCTS IIOIIOJI3JIK CIIYXH, YTO BEJIMKUN repoor PoquTep HpO‘-IéCbIBaeT BECb KOHTHHEHT.

Yepes rof MOMOI3IK CIIYXH, YTO BEJIUKUH T'epIoT TPOCTO OPOOUT II0 CBETY, Kak Opopsra.

IIBa roma, Tpu rofa, YeTeIpe rofa, MsATh JIeT, IeCTh JIeT...

BpeMs oT BpeMeHU MYKYUHY MOKHO OBLIO BCTPETHUTH B CTOJHIE. HO yKe XOmUIH CITyXu, 9TO OH
COBEPIIIEHHO 0e3yMEH.

W cHOBa TIpoJeTe eIlé OfUH TOfl.

)%k

Pyka, koTopas mbITanachk yXBaTUTHCS 3@ CTOJ, COCKONIb3HYNMA. Kanukc ynan Ha 1o, Tsaxeso geimra.OT
HM3a XKUBOTA [0 MAaKyLIKA er0 IPOH3UjIa 0CTpast 60Ib.

— Vrx!..

OH cXBaTUIICS 3@ CTYJI, CTUCHYB 3yOHBI U IIBITASICh IIEPETEPIETH MOPHIB O0su. Ho 6o1b MprHOCHUIA eIllé
0obIlle HEMTPUSTHBIX OIIYIIEHUH.

— Arx-x!..

— Barmra CBeTocTh!

Tecc Bbexkasna B KOMHATY, PE3KO0 PACIIaXHYB ABEPL, ITIOCIIEIIHO IIBITASACh IIOOHATE MY2KUYKUHY.

Opuako Kanukc He MOT yOoepzkaTbcs Ha Horax. OH xBaTaJjICd 3a KOBEDP, KaK CyMacIlle[Ini, 1 Ijaparna’l
TI0JI, TTOKA €ro JIalOHHU He Haya/li KPOBOTOYHUTh.

—I'x...

— Bamma Csetnocts! IToxamyiicra! O Boxe!

Bupst, Kak OH KOPUMTCS OT yKacHou 0oy, Tecc HUYEro He MOTJIa CfielaTh, KpOMe KaK MOJUTLCS



bory.

"TloxkamyiicTa, cracu ero. IIycTs ata 607b IpeKpaTUThCs. Moo!"

— Arx...

Yepes monrue U TIXKKHe MUHYTH 0071b yTUxa. Kanukc cmabo pbiman, a ero Teno cjaado gpoxkaro.

— Bamra CBeTocThb, KakK BEI?

Kanukc enBa nogHsn T'OJIOBY. Ero rmasa IIOKPaCHEJH, a MepTBeHHO-6HeI[HOG JINOO ITOKPEIJIOCH
XOJIOOHBIM IIOTOM.

— IToxarmyiicTa, BEIIEXTE BOMHI.

Tecc mopo1iia K MyK4YUHE.

[epnor B35 CTaKaH APOXKALIUMU PYKaMHu.

Copno cmouusia Bofa.

Kamnukc ¢ yctansM BumoM npoTsHyn Tecc mycToit ctakaH. 2KeHIIMHA IPOTSHYIa eMy II0JIOTEHIIE.

Kanukc HeGpexKHO BHITED BCIOTeBIIee nuio. OH XO0Tesl IPUHSATH BAaHHY, HO Y HET'0 COBCeM He OBII0
cun. Kaxercs, Tak OyHeT ellé 0KoJjIo OBYX 4aCoB.

"4 xo4y mpocTo ymMepeTs."

y MY2KYUHEL OBLTIH B TOJIOBE Hmaxke TaKve MBICTIA, HO OH NeUCTBUTEILHO HE XOTEJ 9TOTO.

[ToToMy 4TO y HETro eCTh KTO-TO, KOTO OH [JOJIXKeH HalTu. Kanukc TBepIo PeIw, 4To He YMPET U He
OymeT IOXOPOHEH, ITOKa He HaumeT Jlaypy.

"Korma Mbl CHOBa BCTPETHUMCS, KaKoe y TeOsi OymeT BhipaXKeHue JIKlla, KOTHa Thl YBUOUIIh MEHS
TakuM? YTOo OBl THI TOYYBCTBOBasa?"

MoxeT ObITh, THI IIOZKaJIeelllb MeHs? bymenb maakaTh O TOM, KOTO OCTaBuila. My 0TBepPHENIBCS,



CKa3adB, 4TO 4 HUYETO HE 3HaA41y OJIsd Te0s?

OH yCcMexHyJICS.

Tepiior HafessIcs, 4TO OHA OymeT Takou ke, Kak ¥ 0H. UToOH! et ObI7T0 60JIBHO U MyUYHUTEJIBHO.

OH x0Tesn, 4TOOI OHA ObINIa MTOTHOCTHIO ciToMieHa. OH XOTeJT CBSI3aTh ee 10 PyKaM M HOoraM U
3amepeTh, YTOOB OHa HUKOTA He yiina. OH XO0TeN CIoMaTh el Kpbibsa. OH X0Tes, YTOOH OHa
nakasa, Oymydu psigoM.

Y HeBaXXHO, YTO OHa OyJgeT CMOTepPTh Ha Hero ¢ HeromoBaHueM. OHa camMa BO BCeM BHHOBaTa. IloToMy
YTO OHA 3aCTaBUJIa €r0 OKOHYATENIbHO COUTH C yMa.

— J'Iaypa, roe ThI HpH‘-IeH.IBCH? I'me, YepT BO3bMH, ThI TaK CTAPATEIIBHO CKpBIJ'[aCB?

Tecc B3OporHyna, yCIbIIaB TUXUH HIETIOT.

Ona HCIIyTajiaChb 663YMHBIX TI'Jla3 CBOETO X03siIMHA.

[Iporino yxe ceMs JIeT.

Kanukc Pouectep 00be30uI BECh MUP B MTOMCKAX CBOeH cOexKaBIlnel HEBECTHI.

C Tex 1mop MHOTO 4ero Ipou301I0. [lefla B repuorcTse Uiy 61aromnonyyso, 6narogaps 3aboTam
KOMaHOHUpa.

Bbrimo Bpems, Korga Tecc curTana ero OCIeNUTEeIbHBIM CHEXKHBIM IOIeM. XOJIOOHBEIM U YKCTHIM. Ha
KOTOPO€ Hejb3s OBIJIO CTYIIUTD.

OH OBIn HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO XJIaAHOKPOBHBIM X COBEPIIEHHBIM.

Ho Teneps Bce GBIJIO IO-APYTOMY.

Tenepsb OH GBUT IPOCTO PYUHOM, OT KOTOPOU HIUYEro HE OCTAJIOCh.

Brinm pa3buT, cmoMaH, HCIIOPYEH.

Ero rnasa noTepsiu CBOM CBET, U BCE, UTO B HUX OBLNIO, - 9TO Oe3yMue U Iedaib.



[ToaToMy 3TO "mHCHMO" OIpefeieHHO HYKHO OBLJIO IIepefaTs.

Ona noHMMarna, 4TO AOJIKHA OTHATh €ro, HO CEPALEe IPOCUIIO OCTAHOBUTHLCA U He JeNlaTh 3TOro. Tecc
xoTena, uToOsl Kanukc He Haten Jlaypy.

"TloyeMy Tl He MOXKeIh 3a0bITh €€?"
CeMu n1eT HOCTATOYHO AJIA 3TOTO...

PasBe 1m060BL He Oblsla YYBCTBOM, KOTOPOE PaclBeTaeT, KOTAa AyeT BECEHHUI BETEPOK, U UCUE3aeT,
KaK OCEHHUE JIUCThS C IePeBbeB?

9T0 TaKoe XpynKoe ¥ MUMOJIETHOe 4yBCTBO. OHa yBepeHa, 4TO 3TO ObLIO OLUHAKOBO IJIS BCEX.
"Tak moueMy e THl HE MOXKelllb..."

[ToyeMy TH He MOXKeIIb 3a0HITh e, Korfa 6oJeells, Koraa Tebe CHATCS KOIIMaphl, KOTa ThI
CTpafaelb KaXablid neHs? IToueMy TH He MOXKEIlb OTIYCTUTh €€? TBOE COCTOSIHUE YXYMIIaeTCs 13-3a
Hee.

Tecc nopgaBuia HaxX/ILIHYBIIEE HETOIOBAHMUE.
— Bama CBeToCTb...

Ona 1mo3Baja ero HalIpsA2KEeHHBIM I'OJIOCOM. XOJomHEIE TTIa3a IIOCMOTPEIIX Ha Hee. XKenmuHa
BBITAIIXJIa IITMCEMO U3 KaPpMadHa.

— ¥V MeHs eCTh HOBOCTH, KOTOPHE MOTYT 00pagoBaTh Bac, — cka3aja oHa C BHIMyYeHHOM YIBIOKOM.
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