— O Bboxe, Anuca. Tsl 4To 00MaHOM 3aTallldlia 9Ty J1egun ctoma? TeI ocTasach TeEM CaMbIM COPBAaHIOM
H3 OJeTCTBa.

— O 4yéM THI TOBOPHIIL? ITO HE Tak!

Bo3MyTHUTENbHEIN BOMIIbL ATMCH 3aCTAaBUII MEHS PAacCMesIThCS. 1 BHITepIia OCTABUIHECS CIIE3HI
PYKaBOM M TIOMHSIJIa TOJIOBY.

4 mmporo yneIbHyIach, TISAS Ha JIIOAEeH, KOTOPHIE C TPEBOTOM CMOTPENY Ha MEHS.

¢ mBITanack COepKUBATHCS, HO MOH TYOBI CJIeTKA IPOXKaJIH.

O6pa3 Kanukca, Korfga Mbl ObITM Ha BOK3aJle, 3aCTPSIT Y MEHS B TOJIOBE. 4 He MOTTia
COCPEIOTOYUTHCS Ha YEM-TO EIIIE.

Ero ymornsomuuii ronoc Bee elle 3ByYUT B MOUX yIIaX, & YyBCTBO KaJIOCTU CXKUMAJIO Cepale TyTUMU
BEPEBKAMHU.

OpHako Teneps NyTH Ha3ap He OBLIO.

Kanukc, s 3Haio, 94TO TH GYJIBIHB HCKaThb MEHA KaKO0e-TO BpeMs, HO CO BDEMEHEM ThI OTIIYCTHUIIbL MEHI.

[Toromy uTo Cust 6ymeT psimoM ¢ TOOOH.

U Moe ncue3HoBeHUe OyHeT Iy4IIUM pPellleHueM [Jis BCexX Hac.

— Cnacubo 6obIoe, 4To MPUHANTKA MeHs. Hametoch, 4To B GyayiieMm 51 OyOy IOM BAIlMM ITPHUCMOTPOM.
— ¢ yneiOHYMack, MBEICIIEHHO ITOBTOPSISI, YTO S B ITIOJTHOM IIOPSIIKE.

Kpaii cBeTa. Bcero nuiib MajeHbKHM TOPOOK Ha mobepexbe [IxKypa.

4 nobparnack ciofia mogo0HO YalKe, YTO yCTaja OT [OJITOT0 MOJNETA.

910 OBITIO HAYAJIOM HAIlleW JONTOM YeauHEeHHOM XKU3HHU.
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Kanukc BHE3aITHO IPHUIIeN B ce0s.



Ha MrHOBeHUe eMy IT0Ka3asioCh, YTO CO3HAHUE 3aTyMaHUIOCh. Y OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK €ro ry0onl
YTO-TO 3afIeJIH.

"MHe npocCTo MoKa3anocs?"

Fepuor HaXMYPHUJICA U OTOOBUHYIJI KEHIUHY 3a IIJIEe4YHn.

— Yro BHI gesaeTe?

— Ox, MHe OYeHb XaJjb. KaxkeTcs, y MeHs 3aKpyKuiaach TOJI0Ba.

My}K‘-II/IHa IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HE MOXKET POBHO CTOSATH HAa HOI'daX U €MY HY2KHO IePXKaTbCA 3ad 4TO-
HI/I6YJIB. Ho HEeCMOTpP4A Ha 3TO, Kanukc 30 BCex cun CTapaJiCsa BEXKIJIUBO OTTOJIKHYTH KEHIIMUHY.

[Touemy oHa Gpocuiack MHe Ha Iel0? 3auem?

OH 3amarain BIIepen, He CKPhIBasd CBOETO OTBPAIIEHNA, HO CBATAA BCKOPE IMOCIeJ0Bajia 3a HUM.

Kanukc noyyBCTBOBaI KaKOU-TO €OKUU 3anax U HaXMypPUJICH.

"B yém gemo?"

OHU CKUTAIOT 4TO-TO mobnu3octu? Ho 9 He BUmen ObIMa UJIH OTHA.

— BrI xopormio ce0s 4yBcTByeTe? Bhl mobnegHemny.

I eByIlKa MOMKITanach IOTKPACTHCS K MyKUYKUHE U MTOJIOKHUTEL PYKY Ha €ro IJIeY0, HO TePILOT OTCTYIIHUII
Ha3aj, u3beras e€ IPUKOCIOBEHUHN U CEPOUTO OTBETHUII:

— 4 B mopsigke. ITpocTo mOYyBCTBOBAJ JyPHOU 3alax.

— Ecnu ImoayMaTh, MHE KaXKeTCsl, YTO A TO2Ke €ro 49yBCTBYIO.

[o1toc 3TO# 0COOHI, KOTOpPasdA COorjialllajiaCk CO BCEM, IIOYEMY-TO 3By4dJl CTPAHHO.

Brino B Hell 4To-TO mopmo3puTenbHoe. OMHAKO MyK4YMHa CIIMCAJl 9TO Ha eT0 YYBCTBO HENPUA3HU K
HeH.

— 3HaeTe 4 BH, YTO I'TIe-TO B MHPE €CTh MECTO, T{Ie COeOUHSIOTCS He0O0 ¥ 3eMJIsi? — CBSTas



ITOKa3asa Ha Hebo.

Kanukc, KOTODHIH BCe 3TO BpEMS XMYPUIICS, HEBOJIBHO YIIBIOHYIICS.

HeT, 3T0 He 13-3a 9TO¥ CBAJIUBIIEHCS U3 HHUOTKYyOa CBSITOH, KOTOpasd IMOoABHUIIACE CIIYCTSA CTO JIET.

9TO M3-3a TOr'0, YTO IepI[Or BCIIOMHMII CBOEI'0 CAMOT0 JII00OMMOI0 YeI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM paccKa3all
HCTOPHIO, TIOXOXKYIO Ha Ty, IIPO KOTOPYIO CKa3alla 9Ta XKeHIIUHa.

Jlaypa.

— IIpencraBbTe cebe 03epo, OJTHOE COMK. [ITHEM B HEM OTpazKaeTcs Jla3ypHo-ronyboe HEOO, a HOYbIO
OHO HAIIOJTHEHO 3Be3[laMH, KOTOPHIE CBEPKAIOT, KaK THICIYHY 3epKasl. TaM, rae s Kuma, 9T0 Ha3BHIOT
COJIEHOM MYCTHIHEH UJTU COJIEHBIM 03ePOM. 30eCh TOXKe eCTh YTO-TO MoHgo0Hoe?

Kanukc He cnyman 6oxkecTBeHHyI0 nenu. OH gyman o Jlaype.

CBepkas 3eJIeHBIMU I'JIa3aMM, OHa [OBOPHUJIA, UTO MeuTaeT YBUAETh COJIeHOe 03epO0 XOTs OBl pa3 B
xku3HU. OHa ObIIa TOX0XKa Ha PeOEHKA, KOTOPHIM XKaX/eT YBUAETh HOBOTOOHUM ITPa3IHUK.

"T'na3a Kanukca rony0sie, kKak He60. [T09TOMy 5 gyMalo, 9YTO 9TO OUeHb KpacuBo..." — MyXk4rHa He
MOT CTepeTh yNBIOKY, KoTopas MosIBUIach Ha ero rybax.

Taxk OBITIO Bcerma, KOrma OH mymal o Jlaype.

"He Mory moxpaThbCs, Korfla yBuXy TeOs, Jlaypa."

OcrTaBaiics B ocobHsike. S ckopo mpupmy K tebe.

HexHOCTB IIPOHECIIACH II0 JINIY YEJIOBEKA, KOTOprfI oyMai o CBOeu HperaCHOfI HeBeCTe.

A y cBSITOM, KOTOpas XOJIOMHO CMOTeJIa Ha repliora, OBl 3710Bellnii 671eCK B TEMHBIX I'Ia3ax.

)%k

— [ToueMy UMEHHO MHI IOJIKHBI ITPOBOAUTE IIPOBEPKY I10€3M0B? ITO Belb He Hallla 00513aHHOCTh. Bh
Tak He gymaete, Bama CBeTIOCTh?

Kanukc urHopupoBaj BOpuaHUEe CBOETO PHIAPs, KOTOPHIH LIET PSAOM C HUM.



MyX4rHa He MOT JOKOAThCS, KOTHa 3aBEPIIUT 9TOT 00x0ox ¥ mouméeT K Jlaype. OH CXOOUT C yMa, eCju
He BUIUT e€ XOTs Ol IeHb, U eMy Hapoeso, uTo Jlaypa u3beraet ero mocjieqHue HECKOJIBKO Heflelb.

"Ecnu OBl TOJIBKO 9Ta MPOKIsATas 00KeCcTBeHHas JIedu He MOsSBUIACh."

91 ObI He OBUI TAK 3aHAT.

Kak xe g xouy yBumets Jlaypy.

['epuor BcoMHuUN 06pa3 cBsiToi. OH HEIOBOIBHO HaXMypuIcs. KaxkeTcs, TOrma OHa IIPOooJKaa
TOBOPUTH €My O BCSIKOH epyHe, IUIIh OB IPUBJIeYh €T0 BHUMAHHUE.

"$ yBepeH, 4TO CKa3all e, 94T0 Y MeHs eCTh HeBecTa. OHa BOOOIIIe OHSIa MOU CI0Ba?"

¢ He 3HaJ, KAKOBEI OBIIM €€ HaMEePeHHs, HO 51 He ITO3BOJII0 €H OIIHMBATHCS PSIAOM CO MHOM.

Kanukc HOTép IMajIbIlaM¥ BUCKH.

— A MBI He MOZKEM IIPOCTO yiUTH, KoMaHaup? He moxoxe, 4To TaM [eHCTBUTENHHO Oblla KaKasi-To
OTIaCHOCTb. — CKYJIWJI PHILIAPb.

— JlagHo. Ho B cnenyrouiuii pas..

Kanukc yxe cobupancs oToaTh pukas, Korfa...

— Jlaypa!

[epuor ycnsIan UMs, KOTOPOe He [OMKHO OBbIJIO 3ByYaTh B 3TOM MECTe.

Kanukc moBepHYyJI TOJIOBY B TY CTOPOHY, OTKYZa JOHeccs 3BYK. M 3ameTun ee. ETMHCTBEHHOTO
YyeJi0BEeKa B MUPE, KOTOPOTO OH TaK JKaxK[ajl yBUAETh. Ero eqMHCTBEHHAsT HEBECTA.

"TTouemy oHa 371ech?"

9TOT BOIIPOC TEPBLIM BO3HUK B rojioBe. Bompoc 6e3 Kakux-nubo nogo3penuit. Ho Bckope geByIka
o0epHYyIach, ¥ UX B3TJIAb BCTPETUIIHCH.

— Jlaypa?



T'epior yBumen, Kak OHa UCITyTraaack. YTo-To GBIIO He Tak.

“TonpKO HEe TOBOPH MHE..."

ComHeHus OymieBasay, Kak MOpe B CaMyi0 HEIOTOmy.

OHa neITaeTcs yoexarnb?

9Toro He MOXKeT ObITh. [Touemy?..

— 4 He Mory BHIUTH 3a TeOs 3aMyxk. A oBTOpIO 3TO ele pa3, Kanukc. [Toxanyiicra, qaBai pa3opBEM
Hallly TIOMOJIBKY.

[Tomo3peHus MOPOOUIK yBEPEHHOCTh. Kanukc BepuT cBoeit uutyunuu. Oco3HaHue IPUTBO3OUIO €TI0
K MecCTy.

Jlaypa...

OHa nbITaeTcs yoexkaTb OT MeHSI.

Ha sTtom camom noe3sfe, KOTOPBHIX BOT-BOT OIIPaBUTCS.

4 He MOT TPE3BO MEICIIUTh.

Xaoc mocenuiics B riry00KO my1Ie.

[epuor uyBcTBOBas cebsi ockopbméHHBIM. OH U TIPeACTaBUTh cebe He MOT, YTO OHa OPOCHUT ero.

THI TaK CUIBHO X0TeNa IIOKUHYTH MeHs?

[Touemy?

Kaxk mo sToro gorio?

Myx4rHa OB TOJIOH PEIIKMOCTH OTHATh €M BCE, YTO y Hero ecTb. OH Bepui, 4To oHa OyHeT ero u
HUKTO He CMOXKeT OTHATE JIaypy, Tak 4TO OHA OCTAHETCS B €T0 XKU3HU HaBCeTfa.

Mup repiiora mocTeneHHo PYIIUIICS.



Kamukc cmoTpen Ha Jlaypy CJIOBHO XUITHUK. [leByIlKa, UCITyTaBLIINCh, OTCTYIIMIA Ha3af.

910 310 OBIIO He TPyHHO. ['epiior cobupancs novMaTs Jlaypy HaBcerya, 4ToObl OHa He cOexarna. OH
MeuTall, YTo OHa OymeT MpuHAIekaTh TONBKO eMy.

— Anuca! Beru! Ceituac xe!

['poMKO IIPO3ByYaJ I'yOOK, ONOBelanmui 06 0TIIpaBieHuy noe3na. Pamom ¢ Jlaypoi Haxonunach
Anvca BuHTepByZA, Bpau MapKu3a JKpH.

Ta xeHIMHA OLIIAa MaroM.

Or IIpeciienoBaHusA MEHS OTBJIEK I'HEB. 4 T031HO 0CO3HAI 3TO.

4 oTyassuHo 6exant. [llnsma Jlaypsl crieTesna Ha 6ery, U ee IpeKpacHbIE PO30BbIe BOJIOCH pacTpenart
BeTep. 4 neiTanca [OTPOHYTHCA H0 Jlaypsl.

[IaTs maros.

CroemnaB OaTh IIaroB OEBYIIKaA OTIAHYIIACh.

T'epror 3abpasics B BaroH U YBUOEN, UTO €€ NMpeKpacHble U3yMPYAHbIE T1a3a ObIIN TOJTHEl BUHEL U
OTYasTHUA.

B ToT MOMeHT oH moH:. Jlaypa coOupaeTcs OKOHYAaTeNIbHO yilTu oT Hero. OHa ero BrIOpackBaer.
[eByIIKa He clipalliBaja ero, He 00bACHSNA CyTH NPo0OIeMbl, HeliCTBOBaIa 10 COOCTBEHHOH BOJIE.

}Kap 0XBaTHII BCe ero Tejo. Ka3anoch, 4YTO B €ro XKujaax Te4eT jlaBa, a He KPOBE.

— Jlaypa!

— Amnuca! 3akpou gBeps!

['epuor CUIBHO yIAPHUII IO OBEPH.

3a CTEKJIOM IIJIOTHO 3aKPHITOM [IBEPH BUAHEJIOCH O1eqHOe U1 JIayphl.

Kanukc cTy4an B [Bepb KakK cyMaclieniuii. Eciu 651 OH MOT IPOTSIHYTh PYKY, OH CMOT OB
IOTPOHYTHCS 10 HEE, OOHSATS.



Meiaert 3Ta YepToBa ABEPE.

— Jlaypa! TTouemy, uépT Bo3bMu? — Kanmkc rpoMKO Kpudal.

9Ty peaibHOCTh OB1I0 COBEPIIEHHO HEBEIHOCUMO IIPHUHATE. OH He MOXKeT IIOBEPHUTE, YTO OHA IIpedajia
ero.

HeT, 3TO BCE T0XKE.

Kanukc xoTesn, 4To6bl 9TO OB JIUIIL Y2KACHBIM KOIIMap.

— IIpocTtu MeHs. MHe 04eHb Xanb, Kanukc.

MHe Ka3aJioch, 4TO MO€e cepale BOT-BOT Pa30PBETCSA Ha MUJIJIMOH MEJIKHUX KYCOYKOB.

Jlaypa, moxanyucra.

[Toxanyucra.

OH mevanbHO TIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee, KakK OYATO IeIsIICS 3a IMOCIeOHIO HUTOUYKY HaleXk Okl ['epior
CHUJIBHO 3a3KMYPHJICS, OH He XOTeJl IPUHUMATh TaKOH MCXOM COOBITHM.

Kanukc 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK y HETO TOPUT TOPJIO. MyK4YKWHA CTUCHYI 3yObl, YTOOH! YHATH OJPOXKb.
YyBCTBO IIpefaTenbCTa HEUMOBEPHO AYIIUTIO €TO.

KaxeTcs, aToT (I)aKT MO2XKeET ero JIO6I/ITB.

OpHako.

Opnnako g He otmyuty Te0s. [Jlaxke ecnyu MHe IPUAETCS YMEPETS.

Her, maxe mocie cMepTH.

— Jlaypa, HEyKenu TH JyMasa, YTO 5 OCTaBI0 Tebs B TOKOe?

— T-th1... He Benu cebs Tak, OyATO [IepKHUIIbCcs 3a MeHs! Tkl BCE paBHO Gpocun MeHs!

Yro 3a...



Kanukc Ovln O11e TOMIIEH.

Yro 3HaAUUT, 5 Te0sT Opocu?

Fepuor HUYEro He MOHUMaJ. OTO OHa IIpenaila ero, Tak Imo4eMy k€ OHa 'OBOPUT €My 3TH CJIOBa C
TaKHM BhHIpAZKEHHNEM nuna’?

— Jlaypa, o yém THI roBopuib? OTKpoM ABeps! Brixogu oTTyma ceidac xe!

[eByIKa ynpssMo Kayasia roJIOBOM, BEITUPAs JIULO OT CIIE3.

MyX4rHa fyMaJl, YTO MOXKET COUTH C yMa, eCJIA 3Ta CUTyalus OyaeT IMPOAoJIKaThCS.

— JlaBail 3aKOHYUM BCE 3TO 37IECE.

— Yro0?..

— OTO IOCJIeAHU pa3, Korfga Mbl BUIUMCS. [JlaBall OCTAHOBMMCS Ha 3TOM MOMEHTE.

— YTO THI TAaKOE TOBOPUIIIE?

Jlaypa 3amnnakana. ['epuior CTOsI ¥ Kal e€ OTBETA.

— THI gomXXeH OLITH CYACTIIUB C HEH.

Kanukc He yCIen CIIpoCUTb, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT. MyKYKWHA YCTABUJICS Ha yOAISIOUIYIOCS CIIUHY ero yxe
OLIBIIIEH HEBECTHI.

— Bammra CBeTsiocTs, 3T0 omacHO! [ToTopomuTecs ¥ cmyckauTech. [Toxkamyucra!

OnvH U3 pHIIapei CTAIKUI ero CO CTyIeHeK moe3fa. I1ociie 3TOro cocTaB TPOHYIICS C MECTa.

Ho Kanukc He Mor OyMaTh HU O 9eM OPYI'OM.

"T'HI MOJIZKeH OBITH CUACT/IUB C Hen."

YT0 9TO 3HAUUT?

Yro 3HauuT "c HEN"? Heyxkenu oHa mogyMara, YTO Y MEeHSI eCTh pOMaH Ha cTopoHe? KTo BOUI 3Ty



YyIlib B rOJI0BY Jlayper?

Kaxertcsi, meByIIKa COBCeM He IOHsJIa ero.

BpocuTh MyK4YKUHY U3-3a TAKOT'0 HEJIEIOT0 HeJopa3yMeHus.

[ToueMy oHa He Bepusa MHeE?

4 Ovin ¢ Hell uCKpeHeH. Bce Bpems. A roBopu, 4uTo 1060 e€ GecyncieHHOe KOIUYEeCTBO pas.

Korga mu IIpOBEJIX HOYb BMECTE... 1 AyMall, 4TO 4 CaMHIM CYACTJIUBBLIM YEJI0BEK B Mupe.

"Tlouemy, 4€pT BO3bMU?"

Jlaypa.

Kanukc nposen pykoi no nuny. OH gyMan TOJIBKO O Heu.

Jlaypa, moueMmy Xe Thl He BEPUIIL MHE?

Fepuor IIPOAOoJIZKaJl 3adaBaTh cebe BOIIPOCEI, Ha KOTOPhIE HUKOT' 1A HE IIOJIYYHUT OTBETA.

kekokok
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