"B riasax rocmnoxu Mo s BCero JuIllb NPOCTo# paboTHUK. YTO XKe, [0 BallleMy, MOTJIO IPOU30UTH
Mexkay Hamu?" BMecTo Toro 4yToOHl 3aIUIIaThCs, S 3afajl UM BOIIPOC U MIPUTBOPHUJICS, YTO CIIOKOMHO
ynei0atock: "Bel roBopuTe Tak, 6yaTO BUOEIN 3TO CBOMMHU Ijla3aMu..."

"f] He BUMeN 3TOr0 CBOMMH Ijla3aMyU, HO MeX/y BaMU JBOMMH YTO-TO [IPOU3OLUIO HENOHATHOE. YTO0?
Brl He xoTUTe, YTOOH MBI 3HanMu?" B ria3ax JIrocy MenbKHYJIO HaCMEILUINBOE BhIpaXkeHue, BEI3BaB BO
MHe O4YeHb IPOTUBOPEYUBEIE YyBCTBA U 3allyTaB MEHS OTHOCUTEJIBHO TOr'0, YTO OHA MMeIla B BUAY.
Kazarnocs, 0Ha He XJajia MOero 0TBeTa, HO Oblyla BRIHYKIEHa NIPOJO0JIXKaTh 3a/ilaBaTh MHE BOIIPOCH!
13-3a CIIOXKUBILENCS CUTYallu.

HezaBrcuMo OT TOT0, OEUCTBUTEIIBHO I OHA HWHTEPEeCOBaJlaChk 3TUM HUJIK HET, 3TO cerdac MOXKHO
OBIJIO OTJIOXKUTH B CTOPOHY; HO eeé BOIIPOCHI ITIOCTAaBUJIM MEHSA B TYIIUK. 4 Gosiicst, 94TO OHA Y3HaerT.

¢ He MOTr MPU3HATHCS, UTO TOCMOKa Mo mala MHe MOUeYnHy. ITO ObITO0 O 0YeHb CTHIOHO. CKa3aTh
MM, YTO S yIapUI MaTh rocmoxku Mo? 9To 6wio ere 6onee HeBO3MOXKHO. OHU ObI TPOCTO MOCYUTATIH
3TO IyTKON. HO ecriu HUYero He CKas3aTh, OHU IPOCTO UCTOJIKYIOT 3TO KaK MOe COTJIache C Tak
Ha3BIBAEMBIMHU [IBYCMBICJIEHHBIMY BEI[aMH.

"Huuero HEMOHATHOIO He IIPoucxXoauio. Jirocy. Tl CIUIIKOM MHOT'O IyMaellb." [laxe 1 caM
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MO} OTBET OBLI OYEHb C/TabbIM, He TOBOPS yKe 0 OpaTe Bae u Jliocy.

Xors JItocy, aTa B30anMoIIHas JeBYOHKA, MOXKET BHITJIAETh OeCIIeYHOM, Ha caMOM fefie OHa Obla
OYeHb BHUMAaTENbHOM. E€ oCcTphle r1a3a BIUIKCH B MOe JIMI0, U MHE CTaJio OYeHb He 1o cefe. Bups,
YTO OHA HEeCTEeCTBEHHO YIBIOHYIach, OHAa BAPYT cripocunia: "[loyeMy THl He OTBETHUJ Ha MOM
Tene(OHHBIM 3BOHOK BYepa Beuepom?"

"TBoit TenedoHHbIM 3BOHOK?" {1 omerm, a moToM ObICTPO MOHsI. "BOT moueMy OHa 3afiaBajia 3TU
BOIIPOCHL. 3HAYUT, OHa 3BOHMUJIA MHE BUuepa BeuepoMm!"

Bpat Baii axHyn ot ynusnenus. "BpaTt HaHb, 1 ¥ paBfa HepoomeHus tebs. Thl IeliCTBUTEIHHO
IIPOBEJI BCIO IIPOIIIYI0 HOYb C rocrmoxou Mo?!"

"Bl cTUIIKOM MHOTO mymaeTe." { OBICTpo IpepBas ux Bce 0ojee Gymryioiiee BooOpaxkeHnue: "MeHs
ITPOCTO MOITPOCHUIHM TIOMOYb 3a0paTh OMHOT'0 YEJI0OBEKa BYEPA, a ITOTOM 5T OCTAaBUJI CBOM MOOHUIHHEIH
TenedoH u mopTdesb B MalIuHe.  He 3HaJ, YTO TH 3BOHMIA MHe."

JIrocy onemmmna. "[IpaBma?"”

"3aueM MHe BpaTth Tebe? Jliocy, moueMy MHe KaXKeTCs, UTO Thl celyac Befelnh ce0sl KaK HeloBOJIbHAs
IIOMOX035TKa, KOTOpas OJ03PeBaeT CBOET0 MyxKa B U3MeHe?"

B npouwnom Jltocy u g 9acTo LIyTUIM APYT Haf APYTOM, Tak 4TO S He IPUfajl 3TOMY CEPhe3HOIr0
3HayeHUs. [I0OCKOJIBKY 51 XOTEN 3aKOHYUTH 9Ty TEMY, 5 110 IIPUBHIYKE 9TO BHIIANUI. II0TOM S BOPYT
BCIIOMHMUJI CJI0Ba, KOTOPHIe cKa3asl 6paT Bait Buepa; Moe ceprlle Hayajao HEMCTOBO KOJIOTUTHCS.

B3arnsinyB cHOBa Ha JIIOCy, g YBULEN, YTO €€ PyMsIHOe JIUII0 MTHOBEHHO IOKpacHeso. OHa He Morya
BBIHECTH, YTO HaJl Helt HacMexalTcs npu fHe Bae, Kakoit O TONICTOM HU Oblla € Koxka. OHa ORICTPO
IIPOTSHYJIa PYKU, HaMepeBasiCh lollapanaTh MeHs 110 ['0JIoBe. "TH - He[OBOJIbHAS JOMOX0351Ka. Kak
TBHI CMeelllh HacMeXaThCsl Haf 3Toi 6abymrkoin? Xa! ITomydait Mot TUTPUHBIN KOTOThH!"

"Xa-xa-xa..." {1 Baii rpoMKO paccMesiyicsl ¥ TTOKavast ronoBoi. Takoit O Ha 6paT Baii, eMy Bcerma
HpaBUIOCh MyTUTh. OH BOOOIIE He BEPUJI, YTO YTO-TO MOXKET IIPOU30UTH MEXKIY MHOM U T'OCIIOKOMN
Mo. [ToaToMy OH POCTO MPOUTHOPKPOBAJI HAC U YIIEeJl UCKATh JBYX CUMIATUYHHIX JEBYOHOK B



WHBECTUIIMOHHOM OT[HEJIE.

Korga Ml ¢ Jltocy oOMeHUBaIuCh TpreMaMu 00eBBIX UCKYCCTB, HadaIbHUIIA OTAeNa, CTapiias cecTpa
JI1o, mopmoIia K HaM.

"Uy Hanp, nmoxanyicra, pa3joXku 3TOT JOKYMEHT U CHenau ABe Konuu. OpuruHa HyKHO OTIIPaBUTh
B apxuB. HoBEIE KOIIUY CIIEAYeT OTIPABUTD B ONIEPALMOHHYIO TPYIIY ¥ IPOEKTHYIO I'PYIITY OO
nonynHs; u..." Crapuas cectpa JIo coenana nay3y, a 3aTeM BHE3aIlHO IeJIKHyIa MeHd U JIrocy 1o
10y, a moToM yneOHYIach. "He3aBUCUMO OT TOT0, HACKOJIBKO MUJIBI Bl OTHOIIIEHUS, MOXKETE JIU BhI
nepecTtaTh 0OHUMATHCS APYT C APYTOM Bech ieHb? DTO He 0YeHb XOPOIIO BHITISTUT B oduce. I1o
KpaiHel Mepe, HaliiluTe MeCTO, I'ie HeT APYTUX Iofer. Buguins nu, faxe s KpacHero, IPOCTO TIISAs
Ha BacC OBOHUX."

JItocy OBICTPO OTIIyCTHUIa PYKy, KOTOpas IIumasna MeHs 3a JIUI0, U CMYIIEHHO IIoYecasla 3aThIJIOK.
"Crapias cectpa JIto, MBI IPOCTO UTpaeM. ITO HE TO, YTO B yMaeTe."

"Oro? Xe-xe..." Crapmas cectpa JIto HaMepeHHO Opa3Huna JIucCio, 1 Ha ee JUIE MOSBUIOCH
HEeOHO3Ha4yHOe BhipaxeHue. "4YTo g gymaio?"

Jlucy oHeMesia. OHa TaKOM B3TJISIHYJIa Ha MeHs. 3aMeTUB, 4TO A TOXe CMOTPIO Ha Hee, ee JIUI0
CTaso ele KpacHee. "Bul... npekpaTture..."

"TlaxKe ecjIu 3TO TO, O YeM BBl AyMaeTe, MBI He MPOoTuB". Mos Koxa Obl/la HAMHOT'O TOJIIIE, YeM Y
JIucro, m03TOMY $1 TOMOT e¥ u36aBUTLCS OT cMyIeHus. "Crapiias cecTpa JIio HAMHOTO OIIBITHEE Hac.
Kakwue Bemu oHa TONBKO He BUOesa? Kak oHa MOXKeET MOKpPaCHETh U3-3a 9TOro? f He BepIO B 3TO.
aBau, JIucy, maBau mouenyeMcsi, ¥ IOCMOTPUM, JEeUCTBUTEINBHO JIX CTaplias cectpa JIio Tak JIerko
IIOKpacHeeT".

"Upu K yepty, upuoT!" XoTs 3Ta 030pHas JeBUYOHKA JT00MIa AyPauuThCs, OHA He Obljla TaKoM
OeccThIIHOM, KaK 5. HeHaBUg MO0 LIYTKY, OHA MTHYJIa MeHS 110 HoTe. XOTSI OHA He IIPUI0XKUIa
ocobo¥ cumbl, 9T0 OblIa Ta ke 0671acTh, KoTopyio Uy K0aHb MHYN IPOIIION HOYbIO. BEIIo Tak 60IBHO,
YTO CNEe3Hl YYTh HE MTOKATUIUCH.

"ThI, MenKas JeBUYOHKA. Thl eAMHCTBEHHAs, KTO OCMeNIMBaeTCsd Haqo MHOU noawy4yuBaTs”. Ctapiias
cectpa JIio coemnana BUp, 4To coOOMpaeTcs YoapuTh MeHs HOKYMEHTOM, HO B UTOT€ OHA JIUIIb CJleTKa
TI0JIOXKHKJIa ero Ha Moii ctos. "lIIyTku B CTOPOHY, He OTKJIaAbiBall 3agady, KOTopyio s Tebe fmana.
ViHaue s He oTmyIny Te0s Tak JIerko".

4 crepnen 6onb u noobernan: "He BonHyHTeck. { coemnaio Bce Kak Hamo".

[Tonroe uMs ctapirein cecTpsl JIto — JIro CuabI3U. B 3TOM rofmy el UCIIOIHUIOCH TPULALIATh YEThIpe
romga. OHa Orinla moOpPOI, KPacUBOM, CKPOMHOM U TPYHOII061MBOM. KpoMe TOro, OHa XOPOIIIO JIafiniia co
BceMu. OnHAKO OHa He yMeJla IPaBUJIbHO PacIopsAXKaThCd CBOEX BHEIIHOCTHIO. [10 ciioBaM fAH Bas:
"Ecnu oOHa OfieHeTCsI KpacuBO U HAKPACUTCS, OHa OYeT BHITTIANETh KaK 24-JIeTHAS XKeHIMHA, HO
BMECTO 3TOr'0 OHA BHITJISOUT Kak 42-1eTHSIsa".

Owna OblyTa 3pesnasi, yTOHYEHHAs, HEMHOTO KOHCEPBAaTHUBHAS U CTAPOMOJHAast. BEPOATHO, UMEHHO



IIO3TOMY en HpaBHUJIaChb UT'PUBAf, 06H.II/IT6J'ILHaH " XKHU3HEePaagoCTHasA HI/ICY MoxeT OBITh, €M XOTeI0Ch
CTaTb TAaKHM 2K€ 9EJIOBEKOM, KaK HI/ICY, HO M3-3a CBOEH HATYPhBI OHa MOTJIa JINIIIb 3aBUJOBATH HI/ICY

"Ou, HanpHaHb". Kak TonbpKo cTrapinas cectpa JIio yuina, JIucy cHOBa nmopoIia Ko MHe. "Thl
OEeUCTBUTEIbHO HEe HOYeBall C MUCC Mo IpoIion HOYbi0?"

"O 6ozxke. Tel MOXKeIlIb OCTAHOBUTHCSI?" ¢ cliean BUMA, YTO COCPENOTOYEHHO ITPOCMATPHBAI0
OOKYMEHT, a 3aTeM B LIYTKY CKa3ajl: "He roBopu MHe, 4TO... Thl JEUCTBUTEJILHO PEBHYEIb?"

"OTBSIXKUCE, IOUYEMY g HOJIKHA PEBHOBATh? M3-3a T€0sA? MEI ¢ TOOOM Ty4Iine APY3bs, U €CIU Thl
CHOBA MOLIYTHIIb TakK, 1 Pa303JII0Ch".

"3HaAYUT, THl He 3/1WIacCh paHblIe?" S BHITJISAEN CIIOKOMHEIM, HO B TTTyOHHe AyIIX XOTeJl y3HaTh,
NEVCTBUTEJILHO JIU 1 el HPaBIIIOCh.

"4 3nmiach u3-3a TOro, YTO TH HE OTBETUJI Ha MOM 3BOHOK", — OTBeTHJIa JIuCy C HErOgoBaHUEM,
"...ArTHOPUPOBATH NYYIIyIO IOAPYXKKY IIOCIIe TOTO, KaK Hayall BCTPe4YaThCsl C KEM-TO; eCJIu Obl Thl
Opl7la Ha MOEeM MecCTe, pa3Be Thl He pPa303/uiach Ob?"

To, uTo cka3ana JIucy, UMeJI0 CMBIC]I, ¥ €€ BRIPaXKeHUe JIulla ToxKe OBIJI0 OUeHb eCTECTBEHHBIM.
[Toxoxke, 1 CIMIIKOM MHOTO AyMaj. B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 MeCTa HeflaJleKO OT HacC IOCIIBIIIAJICS T0JI0C
crapuIeii cectpsl JIio. "Jobpoe yTpo, Mmucc Mo".

¢l B3OPOTHY OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH ¥ OOHOBPEeMEeHHO ¢ JIucy BcTan. O0epHYBIIKUCH, ST YBUAE MUCC Mo,
ofeTyio B 6e3KeBBIM KOCTIOM, OBICTPO UAYIIYIO K HaM C XOJIOOHBIM JIUI[OM.

B oTnmuyme OT MpeBAyLIero pa3a, CerogHs OHa Obila 663 0YKOB, U3-3a YEro ee Iia3a BHIIISeNnu
Ooyee mpoH3UTENbHEIMU. KOTla OHA yBHIe/Ia MeHs, B ee Iila3aX MeJIbKHYJI0 HECKOJIbKO CMeIlIaHHOe
BEIPAXKEHHE; 3aTeM OHa TYT JKe OTBesa B3rysi. [IomoOHO X0JI0JHOMY BETPY CO CHETOM OHa OBICTPO
IIPOIIJIa Yepe3 0pUCHYIO 30HY, OCTAaBUB ITOCIIe cebsi JIUIITL YYBCTBO XOJIOMa; OHA JaxKke He
TI030POBAIach C IPYTUMHU COTPYOHUKAMHU.

"Bce konueHo. OHa Bce elnle 3MUTCS. KaxXeTcs, CerogHs s TOYHO YBOJIEH".
"MMm?" Jlucy nopTonkHyna MeHs. "HaHbHaHb, mopTdenb B pyke Mmucc Mo TBoii. [loueMy oHa He

BepHYyJa ero rebe?"

HaBepHoe, eit HeymoOHO 3TO [eaTh IpH Bcex. d oOpaTuia BHUMAHKE TOIBKO Ha ee BhIpaXKeHue
NHla, I03TOMY He 3aMeTHJIa HU4ero Apyroro. B moboM ciaydae, IOCKOIBKY 5 yXKe cobupanach
YXOOUTh, MHE OBIIIO JIEHb CITUIIKOM MHOTO JyMaTh. UTOGH IEPeBeCTH TeMy, ST BIPYT BCIIOMHMIIA TO,
YyTO BYepa BeuepoM pa3o3nuio Yy Fans. «JIucy, mo3Bosnb 3agath Tebe BOIPOC».

JIucy OTKMHYJaCh Ha CIIMHKY CTYJa ¥ BK/IIOYMIIA KOMITbIOTED. «YTO Takoe... A? Yrto y Tebs co n6om?»

«Huyero. 3To cmy4yaiHOCTh». Y MeHs 7100 ObIT IPHUITYXIINiA, HO €T0 CKPBIBAIX BOJIOCH, TI03TOMY JIucy



3aMeTuIa 9TO TOJIbKO cefidac. Ho MHe He Tepresnoch pasrafaTh 3aragky, KOTopas Mydusia MeHs BCIO
IIPOIITYI0 HOYb.

«YTO, ecyu... 1 ©UMeI0 B BUMy, YTO ecyii Obl ¥ TeOs1 ObLJIO TPH MOJIOTEHIA: OIS JIUIA, A7 HOT ¥ OJIs
OyIia; eciid OBl S BOCIIOIE30BaIaCh OMHUM U3 HUX, KAKOe U3 HUX CMYTHUI0 OBl TeOs MK Jaxe
Pas303IuIn?»

«0 6oxe. THl TaKOW MPOKA3HUK... 51 Ke OeByIIKa; KOHEYHO, MHe Oy/IeT HEeJIOBKO, Kakoe OBl ITOJIOTEeHIIe
THI HY MCIIOJIb30BaJI». JTa JeBUYOHKA IIPUKPHIIA JIUI0 PyKaMu, ©300paxkass CKDOMHYIO JTefu. Y MeHs
Maxke MypaIlK¥ 110 KOXKe IOIIIH.

«Cepne3no?» 4 Bce ele Oblza B 3aMelaTenbCTBe. «Torga Kakoe U3 HUX CMYTHIIO Okl Te6s 6obIie
BCEero?»

«Pa3Be 3T0 He 04eBUHO? KOHEYHO, 3TO MOJIOTEHIE 4J1d gyiia. Al» JIUCy BOPYTr OYHYJIach,
3aMaxHyJlaCh Ha MeHs PO30BHIM KyJIa4KOM M IIpoBopYasa: «Thl OISITh CO MHOM UTPaelb?»

«Het». {1 3abmokupoBana Kynak JIicy u Bce elre HeloyMeHHO crpocuia: «OOBYHO 3TO TO, KOTOPOe
WCIIOJIb3YIOT AJIS1 MBIThSI HOT, HE TakK Ju?...»

«TBl IPUTBOPSELIBCS HAMBHOU UJIU MBITAEIILCSA CO MHOM 3aUrphIBaTh?» JIMCYy 3aMaxHyjlach Ha MeHS,
g MOCIIEeITHO 3aKphlia 1uio. Ho BOPyT ee BelpaxKeHUe IHUIja U3MEHUIOCE.

MepieHHO OIYCTUB PYKY, OHa IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha LIUIIKY Ha MoeM JI0y ¥ cKa3ana: «HaHbHaHb, TH
IIpaBfa He OCTaBalach C MECC Mo MPOIIION HOYBIO?»

«IToueMy OHa CHOBa 3afjaeT MHe 3TOT BOIPOC?» f pa3gpaxKeHHO OTBeTHUNA: «f IelCTBUTENBHO He
oCTaBasiaCh y Hee IIPOIION HOYbko. [IoueMy TH BCe BpeMs 3afaellb MHE OfUH U TOT JKe BOIIPOC?»

«JlagHo, MapHo, s 6osblile He Oyay crpainuBaTh». JIumo JIucy Ha MTHOBeHUE O0TPa3uiio CTPaHHOe
BbIpakeHMe U CHOBa CTaji0o HOpMasbHBIM. OTKMHYB CTYJI K CTOJTy, OHA Hadasla BOOUTh MBILIKOW 1
JILCTATh HOBOCTH.

Korpga s yke B3goxHysa ¢ 06/ierueHreM, OHa cKa3asa: «HaHbHaHb, MBI XK€ OPY3bs, Aa?»
He 3apyMmeiBasice, g cKa3ana: «[la, MBI JIy4dIire Opy3bsa».

«Ecmu TBI X04ens mobuthest Mucc Mo, 51 Tebs momnepxKy. A Takxke Oyny pama 3a Te0s, eclu OHa
COTIaCUTCS ¢ TOOOH BCTpedaThes. Tak uToO Tebe He HY2KHO HUYETO OT MEHS CKPHIBATh».

Cnoga Jlucy 6bl1M HACTOIBKO COMBAIOIIUMY C TOJIKY, YTO I OKOHYATENIbHO 3anyTasiack. Ho ee
IIPUBJIEKIIM HOBOCTH, KOTOPHEIE OHA YHUTasa, ¥ OHA liepecTasna roBoputh. CioBa, KOTOpHE 5
cobupanachk CKa3aTh, TOXKE 3aCTPSIJIU B TOPJIe U3-3a efiBa YIIOBUMOTO U3MEeHEHHUS B aTMochepe.

«YTO0 C 3TO¥M IeBYOHKOM CErofiHSI?» — He MOTJIa He 3afiyMaTthcs 1. OHa Befla ce0si 04eHb HEOORIYHO.
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