CorHIle elrle He B30IIIO, a lefu XejeHa BHICKOJIb3HYJ A U3 apafHoi aBepu ocobHska Tepubenn. OHa
CXBATUJIACh 3a CKJIaAKX CBOETO Ijlallla ¥, HU3KO HATSIHYB KaIIOIIOH, HallpaBUJIach K capato. He umes
HU CJTIyT, HA paboB, KOTOPHIM MOXKHO OBITI0 OBl TPHKaA3aTh, XeJleHe MPUIIIOCh CaMOi 0CeaTh u
o0y3maTh KOOBITYy. K c9acThIO, OHA ellle MOMHMIIA, KAaK B IOHEIE TOMH JII00MIIa BEPXOBYIO €31Y.

Ona cpexunach OT BOCHOMHAHAHUH, MOXJI0Tana KO6BIJ'Iy II0 Imee u 3a6paHaCL B cenyio. BCnoMHUTH
AETCTBO O3Ha4aJi0 BCIIOMHHUTE OTIHa U IIOCII€JHKE CJIOBa IIPEAYIPEeXRneHN A, KOTOPhIE OH en Imomapuil.

— Tl MOKaeels, YTO IMOrHasach 3a MyCTEHIMU obelllaHUAMY 6e3MeHeKHOT0 Heross!

OTH CJI0Ba Ha MPOTSKEHUHM MHOTHX JIET KOJIOJIK U IETISITIUCD 3@ ee yracaollyo ropaoCTh, KOTaa ee
OVKUM pOMaH yrac, ¥ CoeflaHHBIN er0 BEIOOP 3amyinun 6e33a00THYIO JEeBYIIKY, KOTOPOM KOTa-To
Onlna XeneHa. HuuTo Tak He yOMBaeT MOJIOMOCTh ¥ HE3aBHCUMOCTD JKEHIIUHEI, KaK Opak.

HaxkanyHe BeuepoM J[IKocasi BBIIHIT UX TIOCTIeIHUHN 3aTlac alKoroyis, YTOOH OTIIPa3gHOBATh
BO3BpalleHue oco0HsKa TepHOeIoB, a BMECTE C HUM U eTr0 paroueHHoro Tutyna. OH TakXke CHeran
HEeCKOJIbKO YPe3MEePHO CaMOyBEPEHHEIX 3asiBIEHUI 0 BOCCTAHOBIIEHUHU CBOETO OM3Heca, Ho XeJleHa
3HaJIa, YTO BCE MIEJI0 B HAIIUTKE.

Codns, ee mumnas, HO xkecTokass Codbs, ocTaBaiach 3allepTOX B CBOEW KOMHATe, Ijladya U OIJIaKuBast
cBoe mapiee coctossHue. OHU COXPAHUIIU CBOM TUTYI Onaromaps U3MeHEHUI0 B3TJIsImoB rpada, HO
MaTh U I04Yb 3HAJIH, YTO OHU BCE PaBHO ObLIM 00€3[0JIEHHI.

OpHako, He (UHAHCOBEIE TPOOJIEMEl €€ CEeMbH 3aCTaBUIN XeJIeHY MO IIOKPOBOM TeMHOTH IIOKUHYTh
moM. CremuBIINCh, YTOOBI OTKPHITH BOPOTA OCOOHSIKA, XeleHaa IogyMaJa, He JIydIle JIu ed BooOIe

He Bo3Bpamathcsi. C Tex mop, Kak Maypa MOKMHYJa UX [I0M, HU MyXK, HU [I04Yb He MIPOSBUIYN O Hel HU
Kariy 0eCIIOKOMCTBA.

"OHu He moHuMaiT. OHM He 3HAIOT, Ha YTO crocoOHa Maypa".

XeneHa 6e33KaJIOCTHO XJIecTala KO6BIJ'Iy, N MYaJIaChb K CTOJIMIE, OTHaAHHO CTPEMACH IIOTOBOPHUTE C
TEM YEeJIOBEKOM, KOTOprfI TIOHSJI O ee YZXKacC 1 OTYasiHHUE.

Ha kpato 3aCTpOUKHU CTOHIIEI ITI0Ka3aach HeOobInas YacoBHS. ['opsiue ¢GoHapu BOOJb BHEIITHUX
KaMeHHBIX CTeH MaHUIM B Nmo0sire 00bsaTust CBaTeix CecTep 3abmymamux 1 6e3HageKHbIX.

Xenena raasna Koosty. OHa IPOUTHOPUPOBAsa eHy 130 PTa YCTaBIIEro 3BePsi, OBICTPO CIeIuIach u
fpocusa MoBOALSI UCITYyTaHHONM MOHaXWHE, KOTOpas MOSIBUJIACh Yepes MapafHyio OBEPE.

— Munenu-

— Ab6aTuca Mepcu 3meck? — cripocuia XejleHa, CTPEMUTETbHO TPUOINKAsICh K OTKPHITOM ABEpU
YaCOBHU.



— Her, munenu, a06aTrCy BRI3BAIH BO OBOPEIl, HO OHAa BEPHETCS YTPOM.

— Torpa st Oymy KaaTh 37eCh!

O3zapmayeHHas MOHAXUHS IIOCMOTpPeEIIa eil BClef, 3aTeM ITOBEPHYJIACh U IOBEJIa XPAIIAIIYIO KOﬁBIJ'[y K
KOHIOIIHSM.

Korpma XerneHa BoOII/Ta B YaCOBHIO, TaM I[apujia TPEBOXKHAs TULIHHA. Ee maMsaTh BEPHYIACh K TOMY
MOMEHTY, KOTfla [TOYTH IIEeCTHAAIATE JIeT Ha3al OHa BIepBhle Gexkaa moj 60KeCTBEHHYIO 3allUTy
3THX CBSITHIX CTEH. XeJleHa TPEeBOXKHO KPYTHIIa 00pydanbHOe KOJIBIO, MTOAXO0As K OOJBIION
MpPaMOPHO# KOJIOHHE CBSTOTO ¥ BOJIKA BO I'/laBe 1epKBu. OHA BCTajla Ha KOJIEHW Ha OJHY M3 IMOOYIIEK
0[] CTATyeH ¥ CII0XKHUJIA PYKH, THITAsCh TOMOJTUTHCS.

" Munocepnnble CBSIThIE, KOTA S B IIOCTEOHUM pa3 yIOCYXKUIACh MONMUThCS? CrymiatoT mu CBsTeIE?"

— JIaBHO He BUMEINCDH, Iegu XeJleHa.

XeneHa MOBEPHYJIACh K 3HAKOMOMY T'OJIOCY ¥ TIOCIIENIHO MOJHSIach Ha HOTU. — MOHaXWHS CKa3ana,
YTO BBl OBLTH BO OBOpIIE?

— MoHaxuHe CKa3a/Ii CKa3aTh 9T0, — XOJIOOHO OoTBeTuIIa abbaTtrca Mepcu. — Ho s Ovlna TaM BCETO
HECKOJIbKO YaCOB Ha3a[ ¥ UMeJla YIOBOJIbCTBUE BCTPETUTH TBOKO HOYB-IIOJTYKPOBKY.

XeneHa mobyegHeNna u ONIyCTHJIa B3I B IIOJI.

— TwI cKa3aja MHe, 4YTO OHA ObINIa MPOKJISITA M3-3a MSITHA, TOKPHIBABIIETO BCE ee JIUI0, —
mpomokuiaa Mepcu, mpubnuXKasich K Apoxkaliel JBopsiHKe. — UM Bce e, JTUII0 MOJIOHON KEeHIITUHE,
KOTOPYIO 5T CErOJHSI 0CMOTpeJIa, ObII0 YOUBUTEIBHO YHUCTHIM U [IaXKe KPACUBBIM.

— 4... Hac oOmaHynH, — 6eCIIOMOIITHO CKa3ana XeJeHa.

— A ap, KoTopSIH 51 TeOe mana?

— VYV MeHs... Y MeH4A OBLTT TOJTBKO O[IWH IIIaHC UCIIOJIb30BaTh €r0 - Korga JIMHKOIbH, MOU CHIH,
OTXJieCTall ee.

— I'me?

— H-ua ee cnuge.

— W THI yBepeHa, YTO UCIIOJIb30BaJjla ero NpaBuiibHO?



—4d... CpPa3y II0CJIe 3TOTO MOs T'OPHUYHAA IIPUJIOKHUIA €T0 K PaHe, — IIPOLIeIITalla XejeHa.

— Tl moBepuiia Takyo 3afauy ropauyHou? — ['ostoc Mepcu ctan onacHO HU3KUM. — becrose3Ho!

XerneHa cobpasia CBOU IpoKalllie 9MOLMY U MIPSIMO B3TJISHYy/Ia Ha ab0atucy. — He rpy3ute 3To Ha
MeHs. MHOT0 JTIeT Ha3afl s IPOCHJIa BaCc IIOMOYb MHE PEIIUTh 3Ty IPOOIeMy, U BHL... BH YOEOUIN MEHS
POOUTH BeObMy!

— Tol pemmuna cBoio cynb0y B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa 3abpanach B IIOCTeJIb C OTIIOM 3TOTO pefeHKa, —
0TBeTHJIa Mepcu ¢ XKeCTOKOM yiribkoi. — He 00BUHSIM B CBOMX Tpexax HU Toro pebeHkKa, HU MeHs!

— 4 coBepumuna omuOKy, — mpoienTtana XejaeHa. — f coxkaieio 00 3TOM KaxAbli 00U IeHb, U C
TeX II0P - 5 yKe [oTepsiyia chiHa! {1 BOT-BOT IOTEPSI0 U CBOIO A04Yb! CKOIBKO ellle HaKa3aHUuu S
OOJIZKHA BRIHECTH?

XeneHa ymana Ha KOJIEHH U OTPRIBUCTO 3aphifaia. HacTosTenbHUIIA B3MOXHYIA U IPOTSIHYIA e
OeJIblii HOCOBOU IIIaTOK.

— HeBaxHo, 4TO chenaHo, TO COelaHo, — CIIOKOMHO CcKa3aia Mepcu. — Ilo3xke MHe IpUAeTCsa caMou
ucmeTaTh Maypy. TpynHo BMemuBaThCs B OTOOD, MOKa HabGI0maoT rpaduHS ¥ BOOBCTBYIOLIAS
KOpOJIeBa.

— Ho... uTo HacueT MeHs? YTo MHe HenaTh? [IKocasi TOBOPHUT O pa3Bofe!

— T®I HAaKONMIIA OEeHbI'M, KaK 9 Tebe cka3aia?

XesieHa MOPTrHYyJIa CKBO3b CJIE3EI 1 KUBHYJIA.

— Torma pa3Bomuchk ¢ HUM. ThHI IOCTAaTOYHO MO0 OblJIa MPUKOBaHA IEIbi0 K 9TOW CBUHBE.

— Ho, — 3anuHasics, mpobopmoTtana XejneHa. — Y MeHs He TaK MHOTO [IeHer, 1 Kyfa 5 mouny? 4 He
MOT'y BEPHYTBHCS K OTIIY.

— llepkoBs npuHsina 6b1 TeOs1, eciii OBl THI MIPUIIIIa JOOPOBOJILHO, HO, COMHEBAIOCh, YTO B CKPOMHAIX
cteHax CecTep ThI JOJITO MPOAEPKUIILCSI. — MepCcu BRIIPSIMUIIACH ¥ CKPECTHUIA PYKH Ha MAHTUH. —
[Touemy Ovl TeGe He UCIIOIH30BATh CBOM J€HBIHM U BBIAATH HOYb 3aMYK, a 3aTeM YCTPOUTLCS C Hel,
TIOKa THl HE TIOMUPHUIIILCS C BAKOHTOM.

— f... 9 He 3Ha10, 3ax04eT nu MeHs Codbsi, — rOPHKO IIaKala XeleHa.

A66aTrca BCcTasa Iepeq Hel Ha KOJIEHHW ¥ MIPUIIOAHSIIA MoA00PonoK. — ThI - ee MaTh. Temeps, Korga



Ixocas 1aj ¥ IIOTePsiI Bce IIeHHOe, UCII0NIb3Yii 9TO B CBOuX HHTepecax. CoUU HYKHb JeHbI'H
TOJIBKO [IJIS TOT0, YTOORI BEIUTH 3aMyK 3a CBOET0 MOJIOmoro 6apoHa. A omonxy Tebe
IOIOJIHUTEIILHEIE CPEACTBa, He0OXOMUMEIE [JIst TOTO, YTOOR CBafbba COCTOSIIACh.

— AbbOaTtuca! — XesieHa cxBaTuiIa ofeXObl XKEHIIUHE 1 II0liefioBajia ux. — Cracubo, abbaTtuca!

— B3ameH, — ¢ x010mHOM yIEI0KO# OTBETHIIA HACTOsATebHULIAa Mepcu. — Korga B OynyiieM s Ipumy
3abpaTh OT TeOs OJIOIKEHUE. ..

— [la, ma! — XeneHa HeTepIeNUBO KUBHYa. — Bce, 4To 51 MOTy cuesaTh AJis Bac, abbaTuca!l

kkokekk

A66aTtuca Mepcu oTmpaBuiia XpYIKYyo nenu XeneHy Ha cBexkeM KoHe ¢ KouresabskoM B 10 000
II0JTyMeCSLIEB.

"Bonee 4eM IOCTaTOYHO, YTOOH KyIUTh Opak 6apoHa."

— A66aTuca? — mpoIenTasna CUASIIas PAOOM C Hel MOHaxuHs. — UTo BH OymeTe menath C
IIOJIyKPOBKOM?

— Jlepgu XeneHa yIoMsIHYyJIa, YTO €€ ChiH JIMHKOJIBH YMep, — XOJIOJHO 0TBeTusla Mepcu. — Barnsauu
Ha 3T0. [TocMOTpPH, He OBIJIO JIU B €T0 CMEPTHU YeT0-HUOYOb MTO03PUTENIBHOTO.

— Ila, abbaTuca, — npobopMoTana MOHAXUHS U TIOBEPHYJIACh, YTOOH YUTH.

— Xopo1o, — B3A0xXHyNIa Mepcu, nonpasisas MaHTHo. — [lonarato, Bce, 4TO S MOTYy ceiddac Chemarh,
3TO KaK MOXHO [O0JIbllle CKpEIBaTh Maypy oT ee otiia. Ho, Ha camoMm peste, Tck! — OHa cMoTperna, Kak
dburypa nepu XeneHsl ucyesaeT Ha HOHe BOCXOMAINETO CONHIIA. — HEeKOTOPEIM TI0fAM He ClleflyeT
CTAHOBUTLCS POTUTETIIMHU.
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