[TycTrle cymoBble MUCKHY YHECTIH, IBOPELKK CHOBa HamoiIHUI 60Kan XeJleHHl, a KyxapKa IIprHecia
IIPOCTOI MIOCKUY IIOKOIaAHBIM TOPT, YKpaLIeHHbIM KITyOHUKOM, BEIPAIIIEHHOM B Cafly 3a JJOMOM.

— Oren, — cka3ana Codrs, Korga nepeq Hell ITOCTaBUJIKA KyCOK nupora. — Kak TONbKO KOpOHaIus
3aKOHYMTCS, KaKuM OymeT Moe IpupaHoe?

Bripaxenue nuna [Ixocaliy HaIpSATI0Ch, KOTHa OH OTKJIOHUI ee Bompoc. — [logxogdinas cymMma,
KOHEYHO, HO HaM, BO3MOXKHO, IIPUETCS OTII0XKUTEL TBOIO CBAgbOy 10 TEX IOP, II0Ka He BEIUJET 3aMyXK
Maypa.

— O, ma! — Codnst oOpaTuna cBOM 030pHOM B3T/IsAA Ha KapuHy, KOTOpas BCce BpeMs Mojidaia. —
Mawma Kak pa3 paccka3biBajia HaM. Kakoe cyacTbe, 4TO Maype ynanoch npuBjiedb BHUMaHNe Jlopga
JleHHokca. Y g cirllrana, 4TO OH XO4eT BIOXKUThL NEeHbI'M B Balll Ou3Hec, oTerr!

— Ecnu 651 TONbKO TBOM M000BHUK, Jlopa Amep u 6apoH YUHCIET ObITM Tak IIEeOPH, — OTBETHIIA
KapuHa, BOH3asl HOX B IIyXJIyI0 KJIyOHUKY PSIIOM C TOPTOM U OTKYChIBast KyCOYeK.

— Maypa! — PsaBkuyna XeneHa. — Ouu He nmo0oBHUKU! [ToxkKasnyiicTa, He TOBOPU Iepe]] TBOUM OTLIOM
HUYEero, 4YTo MOTIJIo OBl BEI3BaTh HeJopa3yMeHue!

Bunka [I;xocaliv 3BSIKHYJIa O TapeJiKy, ¥ OH C OTBpallleHueM (BIPKHYIL.

— YbuM oTLHOM?

OT ero xX0JI0JHOT0 TOHA B KOMHATe BOIlapuJIaCh THUIIIKHA. CO(l)bH IIOCIIEeNTHO OTKYCHIIa KYCOK ITAPOra.

— Kakyto cymmy on npemnoxun? — Crnpocusna KapuHa, MOgHSB I'Ta3a Ha YeI0BeKa, KOTOPBIN
cobuparcs ee mpogaTh. — B 06MeH Ha MOJIOYI0 HEBECTY, KOTOpas MpueneT 6e3 MpUmaHoro.

[leku [I>kocaiu 3afpoKaly OT SBHOT'O BOJIHEHUST. — KaK TH CMeelllb pa3roBapuBaTh CO MHOM TaKUM
TOHOM?

— Pa3Be MHe He M03BOJIEHO CIIPOCUTH O BHITOHAX, KOTOPBIE Bl OXKHUAAETE MOJyYUTh, IPOAaB MeHS 3a
ero MHBEeCTULINHN?

— 3TO0 merno CTapHiuX, a HEe TO, BO YTO OOJIZKEH BMEIINBATHCSA TaKOMu pe6eHOK, KaK THI.

— 3HaAYMUT, TH 3Haelllb, YTO NPOAaelIb pefeHKa CTapuKy.

IXocaisi CTYKHYJI Ky/TaKOM IT0 CTOJTy. KOCTSIIIIKY ero manblieB 3alleMUINCh 3a Kpal TapenKH,
KOTOpasi CKOJIb3HYJIa B CTOPOHY ¥ pacChIaia KJIIyOHUKY ¥ KyCKH TOPTa 10 CKaTEPTH.



— He Tebe 3amaBaTh MHE BOIIPOCE!! — ITPOPEBET OH.

— Ho nmouyemy? Trl Tak OBICTPO HAIIOMUHAEIh MHE, YTO TH HE MOM OTell, ¥ BCe Ke HMeeIllb IIPaBO
ceryac MeHs IpoaaTh?

— CywurTai 3TO MJIaTOM 3a BOCIHUTAHKE YyKOro 6acTapma.

— Bocmurtanue? — KapuHa IIMHUYHO BEHITHYJA GPOBB, ¥ €e TOJIOC CTall ellle BhIIe OT rHeBa. — Korma
THI B TOCITETHUH pa3 YOOCYKHUJICS B3TTIHYTh Ha MeHs? Korma Mama B ITOCTTEOHMIA pa3 BOAUIIA MEHS
3a IMOKyNKaMu ofexXmbl? Korga B mocmeqHuil pa3 KTO-HUOYIb U3 BaC TOBOPUIT UIIM [EeJIajl [JIs MEeHs
YTO-TO HoOpoe?

— Maypa, noxanyiucra, ycunokoucs! — [IpoH3uTeNnbHO Mpounena XeaeHa.

— MomnyaTts! — IIporpemen [IxKocaus.

— IToyeMy 9TO UMEHHO MEHST HaKa3hIBAIOT 3a TO, YTO ThI He MOM oTen? [ToyeMy 3TO 51 BUHOBATA, YTO
Ball OM3HEC TePIUT Kpax? IToueMy B BCe TaK YIIOPHO oOpallaeTech CO MHOM, Kak OyATO 5 maXxe He
yesoBek? [ToueMy TH IIPOCTO HE MOXKEIIb...

Ee Tupaga ob6opBasnack, Korfa XejieHa BHIJIECHYIa COlePKUMOe CBOero 6okKasa B muijo Kapune.
Codns axHysna u OBICTPO IPUKPHIIA PyKaMyi PafoCTHYIO YIIBIOKY.

Kapurna cupena ¢ 3aKpBITHIMU T'Jla3aMy, a aJIkorojib CTeKal II0 ee JIMITy ¥ BOJIOCAM, ITa4YKad IIJIaThe.

HaHpH}KeHI/Ie B KOMHATe He OBIJI0 HAPYII€HO HU €IVNHBIM CMEIIKOM, BO3MOXKHO, IIOTOMY, 49TO €€ 6paT
1 CeCTpa OBILIIM CITHUIIKOM HaIlyT'dHHI, YTOORI PHUCKOBATE IIPHUBJIEYb BHUMdHUE H)KOC&fIPI.

KapuHa Bcyemnyto IOTsIHYIach 3a candeTKoM, U 110 Moy 3ackpexkeTas cTyl. OHa MOCIENIHO
IIPOMOKHYJIa JIWIIO, ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT K Hell IpuOIU3UINCh TPOCTh U Iaru [[kocaliu. OHa egBa
yCIiena OTKPHITh I'J1a3a, KakK ee CTYJ Pe3K0 OTOABUHYIM OT CTOJA, U [IXK0cals ymapuil ee KyJlakoM B
JIATIO.

KapuHa ymana Ha IIOJ ¥ JiexKaja TaM, IIoKa MUP He IlepecTall BOKPYT Hee BpalllaThCs, a HOTH
Ixocaily ©CYe3TH U3 IOt 3peHUs. [[Bepb CTOIOBOM 3aXJIOMHYJIach, KOTHA OH BBIIIE.

" Y6momoxk..."

KapHHa PE3KO BTAHYIIA BO3AYX U 3dCTABUIIA cebs IIOOHATHCA. CHyTI/I OTB€JIU I'Jla3ad, KOI'la OHa B3s1JIa
can(beTKy " IIPOOOJIZKHMJIIA BEITUPATH BOJIOCHL X HCIIOPYEHHOE IIJIaThe.



Codbst 6ecTakTHO (DHIPKHYIA B OPOKAIIKME MaJbIIbL,

Ha nure JInHKOIbHA OTPA3UIIOCh CTPaHHOe 00jeryeHre, OH IOoKavasl TOJI0BOM M MOMHSIT 60Kall,
IIpUBETCTBYA XejleHy. — Xopollas MEICIb, MaMa.

XeseHa 3acThlla Ha CTyJe, OTOOBUHYB IIyCTOM OOKasl. 3aTeM ee OCTPHIH B3TJIM MPOH3UIT JIMHKOJIbHA,
KOTOPHIM OTKAIIUISJICS ¥ OTBEJI I'1a3a. Ee meTu Moiayany, a UX MaTh BCTaja W, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA,
BEIOeXKasa U3 KOMHATHL.

— Maypa, Maypa, Maypa, — niponesna Co¢bs, COCKOIB3HYB CO CTyJIa U HETOPOIIJIMBO HANIPaBIASICh K
yIaBIey CBOOHOU cecTpe. — YTo Ha Tebs Hamo? Heyxkenu TH OeHCTBUTEIBHO JyMaJjia, YTO TaKue
TJIyIble CJI0Ba PAHAT OTLa B caMoe cepale? CoBa OTBPATUTENILHOU ITOJTyKPOBKU?

Kaprna xuxuksyna.

Codrsa Moprayina u nmokadasna rojgoBoi. — O Boxe, JIMHKOIBH, IT0X0XKe, OHA COIIIa C yMa.

— Trl HE IIOJIy4YHIIb €TI0, HEe TaK m? — u3meBanach KapI/IHa C ZKaJIOCTJINBBIM B3I'JIAO00M.

— Kak TH mymaelis, Io4eMy TBOEMY OTIy BAPYT IMOHAm0OUIOCh BEIOATh MeHs 3aMyxk? Bo-TIepBhHIX,
Io4YeMy MJIafilllasi CecTpa BHIXOOUT 3aMyK paHbIlle CTapIled nouyepu?

I'maza Codpu Cy3uIUCh OT HACTOPOXKEHHOU HEYBEPEHHOCTH.

— OH He MOXeT IT03BOIUTL cebe TBoe mpuaaHoe! TBo# orell mouTy 6aHKPOT! Y meHbI'M, KOTOPHIE
IPUAYT OT Moero Gpaka ¢ 1opAoM JIEHHOKCOM, OIJIAaTST Balll TyTh B ceMbio Alrepa!

— Yt0? — Co(rst OTCTYnMIa Ha3af U MOKadasia roioBoii. — He roBopu rinynocrteit. — OHa
IIOBEPHYJIach K OpaTy 3a MOANepKKOM, HO Jaxke OH BHITJIS[Ie]l HeYBePEHHEIM.

— Hy u 4t0 ¢ Toro, uto 370 Tak! — Orpei3Hynack Codprsi. — Takoil 4el0BeK, KaK Thl, TOOUTCS TOIHKO
nns Takoro 6paka! M, KpoMe TOro, IOoCKoOJbKY y JIeHHOKCA y2Ke eCThb IBa XKEeHaThIX ChIHA, Tl He
yHacenyellb HYA IeHHU, KaK TOJIbKO OH CHITPAET B LUK, — C MCTUTENIbHOU yIIEIOKOM OHa
npuABKHYNach nobnuxe Kk Kapune. — U B TO ke BpeMs, KTO 3aX0UeT UMeTh TaKyl0 UCII0Ib30BaHHYIO,
YPOLIUBYIO CTapylo AeBY, KakK Th? XM?

— Crapas gesa? — OtBeTuna KaprHa ¢ UIMHUYHOU yCcMeIllIKOU. — KTo U3 Hac He3aMyxkeM U KOMY yKe
3a OBafuaTh?

YecTtHo roBopsi, Codbe OBITI0 BOCEMHAMIATH, HO, IIOCKOIBKY OOJIBIIMHCTBO OJIaTOPOOHBIX MOIOIBIX
JKEeHIITMH BEIXOMWIM 3aMyXK K BOCEMHAMIATH roflaM, OHa Obl/la YyBCTBUTEbHA K OBICTPO THKAIOIINM
YyacaM CBOeH I0OHOCTH.



— He obpamait Ha Hee BHUMaHus, Cobbsi, — cKa3asl JIMHKOJIbH, MOOHUMAasICh CO CBOEr0 MecTa. —
3aueM cnymaTh 6pe cymMacineninel monyKpoBKu? — ITogois, oH MPOTSHYN PYKY, u Codbsi, Opocus
Ha Kapuny o6xkuraromuil B3y, moaoia K Hemy. OHM BHIIIIM, JepKach 3a pyKH, u KapuHa cHOBa
oCTanach OfHa.

OHa mocMoTpesia Ha CBOe HCIIOPYEeHHOe IJIaThe ¥ 3aJyMaliach, CTOUT JIM MHITAaThCSI CMBITh BUHO.
YeCTHO TOBOPSI, OBIZI0 HEMHOTO YTOMUTEIEHO MEHSTh BCe 9TH MOfePKaHHbIe IIaThs, HO 9TO JaBajio
ey TI0BOT YCKOJIb3HYTh B CTOJIHIIY.

Kaprna npoBena manbljaMu 10 MOKPHEIM BOJIOCaM, IPUIUIIIIAM K OHEMEBIIEH IIeKe, ¥ 3aMeTHIa
PacCIyXIIuy 0TIevYaToK nafgoHu [Ixkocaiu. Korma-HuOynobs oHa OTIIaTHT TepHOesIaM 3a Kaxkmgoe
OCKOpOJIeHHE.

B mBepsx mosiBUICS OBOPELKUM U OTKAIIANCa. — I'M, Bac Xo4eT BUAETh nopp [lepcu, mucc.

KapuHa 0TOpBaach OT CBOEro TpaHCca U MOPTHYyJIa.

— Jlopg Tlepcu, I'pad XoyTpoH, X04eT MeHS BUAEThH?

— IIa, Mucc. — Ona ¢ 6ecrnokoicTBOM Habiogana, Kak JBOPEIKUI 0CMaTPUBAET €€ MOKPEIE BOJIOCH!
Y UCIIOPYEHHOe IyTaThe. — MoXKeT ObITh, MECC, CHadaJsla epeoieThCs?

— W 3acTaBisaTh KOATh CTOIb BAXKHOTO TOCTS? — KapuHa co 3710pagHOM YIRIOKOM TPUIIOTHSIIA
OpoBu. — 4 OBl 1 He MeYTasia 00 3TOM.

OHa mpoHecIach MEMO OBOPEIKOT0, KOTOPHIM, 3auKasch, IPo60pMOTal, 9YT0 ero 6€CIIOKOUT, |
HalpaBUJIach B Qoiie.

kkokekk

Jlopg Ilepcu TonbKO HEOABHO cTal rpagoM XO0TOPHOM, JOCTUTHYB ABaAI[aTUIETHETO BO3pacTa -
BO3pacTa, B KOTOPOM OONBUIMHCTBO MyK4uH Jladeapr! momydanu 60raTCTBO UK MOJIOKEHNUE,
yHacIegoBaHHEIE OT CBoUX poputesneil. Mats [lepcu, ariHemHasa ['paduns Xotopy, Jlenu
Koncranuusi, 6bl1a TaltHOW HaCTaBHUIEW Mayphl C IeCATH JIET.

Xots KapuHa HECKOJIBKO pPa3 BCcTpedasach u 6ecemoBana ¢ jopaoM [lepcu B pe3upeHIUY XOTOPHOB,
OHa BCerfla cTapajach COXPaHSTh CEPAEYHYIO IMCTAHIINIO, OTIPefesIIeMYI0 X Pa3HUIled B paHrax. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MeHbIIle Bcero KaprHa xortesna o6uneTs rpaduHio, KoTopas Oblla BEPHEIM COI03HUKOM
Mayps! ¥ XKM3HEHHO BaXKHBIM KJTIOYOM K ee OyIyIIUM I1JIaHaM.

TeM He MeHee HeOXugaHHOe mosiBeHue Jlopaa Ilepcu B momMecThe TepHOeN T GBITI0 PemKoi
BO3MOKHOCTHIO, KOTOpYyi0 KapuHa He cobupaiach yIycKarth.



Kak u oxupgamnoch, 6pat u cectpa TepHOET 3aMeTUITU TPUOBITHE MOJIOLOTO I'pada U Temepb BOBCIO
MOMIIYYHUBaIN Hal HUM, CTapasiCh 3aC/TyKUTh ero ogo0peHue.

— Jlopm [Tepcu! CKOMBKO XKe JIeT MPOIIIO0 C TEX IMOP, KaK MBI B IIOCTIeNHUN pa3 BUIEINCh Ha
Ipa3gHUKe JIETHETO CONMHIECTOAHUA! — HEXKHO MypJiibikana Codbs 3a CBOUM PO30BHIM BEEPOM.

— ITo3mpasnsiio ¢ BemBUKeHUEM B [TanaTy mopmoB! — [o6GaBut JIMHKOJIBH C BECEJIBIM 9HTY3Ma3MOM.

— Ja, cmacu6o BaM 060uM, — oTBeTUN 0P [Tepcu ¢ BEIMyYeHHO! YIBIOKOU, IPOBOMS PYKOU 110
CBOUM TEMHO-PBIKUM BOJIOCAM. — OTO OBIJI0 MECTO MOEro IIOKOWHOTO OTIa, HO S BCE PABHO
OrmaromapeH, 4TO MeHSI Ha3HAYMIIH.

Cepo-3uMHue rna3a [lepcu moiimManu B3risan KapuHel u OBICTPO CMEHUIN BhIpaXkKeHUe C 00JIeryeHus
Ha OecnokoicTBO. — Jlegu Maypa, 4To ¢ BaMu CIy4usock? — OH OTTONKHYJ JIMHKOJIbHA, [IAarHyI
BIIepe[ U NPOTSIHYJ el CBOM HOCOBOU IJIATOK.

— IIpusetcTByio Bac, Jlopn Ilepcu, mpocTuTe 3a MOM BHELIHKU BUA... — KapuHa 3agepaKaia B3TJIAL
Ha cecTpe u OpaTe, HaOMOJABIIMX 3a HEW CO CMEChI0 CTpPaxXa U OTBpalleHus1, — 3a 06emoM
ITPOU301LIEeT UHIUIEHT.

— Mos cecTpa o6oxkaeT myTuTh! — xuxukHyna Codpbsi c HEPBHOU YIIEIOKOH.

— Ax pma, 51 6010Ch, UTO Maypa CTONKHY/IaCh C TOPHUYHOM, KOTOpas mojgaBalia BUHO, ¥ BOT pe3yJbTar,
— mocreuun 06bACHUTH JIMHKOIBH. — MBI Kak pa3 co0upanuch COOOIUTE ee TOPHUYHOM ANBHU, YTO
Maypa HyXkOaeTcs B yxofe.

— Ho AliBu He MOXKeT JaXke BCTaTh C IIOCTEJIH, C TEX 0P KaK THI BEIIIOPOJI €€ CErOfHS YTPOM, —
Bo3pa3mwia KapuHa ¢ o3aboueHHBIM BunoM. — Haperocs, TH elle He 3a0b11 00 9aToM? Mnu Kak TH
CJIy4aWlHO BEIIIOPOJI U MEHS TOXe?

— Yto0? — O3agmaueHHOe BhIpaxkeHue nuia Jlopga Ilepcu cTano xkKecTde, ero XOIOOHbIM B3TTISA
MEeTHYJICS K JIMHKONMbHY. — ThI BBITIOPOII CBOIO CECTPY?

— 4... oHa ... — JIMHKOJIbH 3alHYyJICA.

— Maypa u3banoBasna 3Ty paOBIHIO CBEPX BCSIKOM MepHl, — ycMexHynach Codrst, 6epst OpaTa mof
PYKy. — JIMHKOJIbH TOJIBKO HaKa3bIBasl AWBM 3a HEOPEKHOCTh. ITO HE eTr0 BHHA, 4YTOo Maypa
6e3paccymHo mopBepria ce0s OacHOCTH.

— INousTHO, - oTBeTUN [lepcu, usyyas ux, oKa Te ep3anu u ulberanu ero B3rasga. — Ho, 6010Ch,
YTO MOSI MaTh, rpaduHs, OymeT 04eHb OropYeHa, y3HaB 00 3ToM. f mpuexasn Tak IO34HO, YTOOR
mepenaTh ee MoxkejaaHue, YTOOH! Jlegu Maypa mpuexasa 3aBTpa B X0TOpH-MaHop. — OH ITOBEPHYIICS
K Kapuhe, 03a604eHHO HaXMyPUBIIKUChH. — MHTEPECHO, HOKTOP, KOTOPHEIA OCMATpUBaJl Ballly paHy,



YIIOMHUHAJI, JOCTATOYHO JIX BEI 3JOPOBHI, YTOOHI HYTeH.IeCTBOBaTB?

— Borock, 4TO B HacTosAIIee BpeMsl Hallld (PUHAHCHL He ITO3BOJISIOT HaM HaHATh Bpaya, — IIPHU3HAJach
KapurHa, ropecTHO mIMBITasi HOCOM B HOCOBOM MaToK Ilepcu.

KapuHa He mo0uia urpaTh paHeHy0 JeBuIly B 6efie, HO OHA BH[IeNla JOCTAaTOYHO TETeBU3UOHHBIX
IpaM B CBOEM TMPOIIION XKU3HU, YTOOH clienaTh yOeauTeIbHO XKaIKUM aKT, U1K OHA Ha 3TO
HaJes1ach.

— BrI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO Ballld PaHHl ToXKe He Obimu oOpaboTaHk? — HemoBepuuBo cripocun Ilepcu.
— Heyxenu x0351H 9TOTO IoMa Tak 6eccepreyden?

— Her, "Het! — Ilocnemno 3anpoTecToBan JIMHKOIBH. — MBI IIOCTIaIU CIIyTy 3a BpayoM, OH IIPOCTO
ellle He BEpHYJICs!

— Torpa st HeMeJIeHHO TIOLTI0 3a CEMENHBIM BpauoM, — 6e3 KonebaHu oTBeTUl [lepcu u menKHy
nanbiaMu. Ero ciyra, 02KuaaBIINY y ABEPH, ITOCIEIIHO BHIIIEN HapyXkKy. — BBl MOXeTe 0XKUOaTh ero
npuObITHS B TeueHue OnuKaiiiero yaca.

— Bur koM mo6psI, Jlopa Ilepcu, — cka3ana Kapuna, menast peBepaHC ¥ OCTOPOKHO MOPIIACH OT
601 10 MyTH HaBEPX.

— IMoxanyiicra, OaropomHas ey, BaM CJIefyeT YOAJIUThCS B CBOIO KOMHATY U OTHOXHYTh, —
BOCKJIUKHYII [lepcH, cxBaTUB ee 3a pyKy. OH HEKHO MOAmepKaJll ee 3a JIOKOTh M HAKJIOHUJICS OIuxKe.
— V 1e6s1 TeUeT MaKMIK, oporasi, — MPOIIeNTall OH ef Ha yXO.
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