YacTts 7.

B 910l epeByIlKe, PacIoioKEeHHOM Ha CEBEPHOM rpaHulle MpoBuHIKUY Koy HOYM ObLTM DIMHHBIMHU.
Celiuac mepeBHS NIpeNCTaBisiia U3 ce0s JIUIIb XKaJlKie OCTaHKU TOTo, YeM OHa Oblyia paHbile. Bech
PETHOH BOKPYT TOPH BOKYE BEIT/ISIAENT MEPTBEIM U ONyCTEBIIUM. EQUHCTBEHHHIM OTOHLKOM,
CUTHAIU3UPYIOUUM O HaJIM4Yuy KU3HYU, ObIJIO TYCKJIOe CBeYeHUe JIaMITbl, C TPYLOM Pa3roHSBIIee
TEMHOTY.

JIromu, C06paBH.H/IeC$I BOKPYT JIaMIIHI, OBLIH TIIOT'PY2KE€HEI B CBOM MBICJIH. HukTO0 M3 HUX mosroe BpeMda
H€ HapyliaJl MOJTYaHHu .

— Hy 410 X, — HakoHen npousHec [ona3u. — [Topa 6bl 1 HaM MOAKITIOYUTHCS. Talxo U reHepan
Pucait, momxHO OBITh, ycTamu. [ToxkanyicTa, OTHOXHUTE TYT HEMHOTO H...

— M= GiarofapHH 3a Ballly 3a00Ty, — mpepBai ero Taiiku. — Ho Pucaii u S oTIpaBUMCS C TIEPBBIMU
JlydaM¥ COJIHIIA.

— Ho... — omenomMnéHHO MOMBITANCS BO3Pa3uTh [ 0a3u.

— MBI JOIKHE IIOTOPOIINTHCS, HACKOJIEKO 3TO BO3MO2KHO. [Toucku ero BeIM4YeCTBa TOJILKO
HAa4YUHAKOTCA.

Kuommu cunbHO yOUBUIICS, YCABIIIAB 3T0. ICTUHHBEIA KOPOJb Tal oUuIMaabHO CUUTAJICS MEPTBEIM. U,
XOTS TI0JI0KEHUE e B KOPOJIEBCTBE [IaBajlo JIIOOAM MHOXKECTBO IPUYUH YCOMHUTLCS B 3TOM, BCE
Xe...

— OM, — 3apyMuuBo npoTsHyn Kuommu. [TomymaB HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, OH ChOPMYIUPOBa BOIPOC,
KOTOPHIN 60sJICS 3a/iaTh, HO Ha KOTOPHIM [OJKeH OblT y3HATh OTBET. — TalXo... a UTO ceilyac C ero
BEeJINYeCTBOM?

— OH XUB, — TUXO, HO YBEPEHHO OTBEeTUJI TalKu.

Kuommu cxan pyku B KyJIakH.

— Torga...

— Her, K coxaseHuro, Mbl He 3HaeM, Te OH U YTO C HUM, — nepebusna ero Pucaii. — Ham u3BecTHO
JIMIITh TO, YTO OH He moru®. bosblie y Hac HeT HUKAKOW WH(POPMAIIHH.



— Cmacu6o, — ob6nerdyéuno nmpobopmoTarn [loa3u.

OcranbHBIEe 3aKpBUIH THIa pyKaM#. Y KOPOJIeBCTBa Tal BCE elll€ ocTaBajlach Hafexkaa. [[o cux mop
CYIlleCTBOBajla BEPOSTHOCTh TOT'0, UTO BCE BEPHETCS Ha KPYT'H CBOSI.

— PacnpoctpaHsemble ACEHOM CIIyXU O TOM, YTO XaKy4H yImaJjl CO CBOEro HacecCTa, 3TO JIOXb, —
IpUHSIach 00bICHATE Pucaii. — 4 cipimiana 06 9TOT OT OTBETCTBEHHOTO MUHUCTPA. IIoMKUMO 3TOTO,
HUAKaKOou HH(GOPMaIMU 0 CMePTH KOPOJId He ITPOCOYUIIOCH B IpyTrHe KOPojieBCTBa. Korga xaky4u
yMHupaeT, XKUBYIINE B KaXX0M KOPOJIEBCTBE X0y-0y HaunHaT neTh. Koposesa Kau u Koposb JH
IIOATBEPAUIIY, YTO UX XOY-0y MOJIYaIl BCE 9TO BPEMS.

— Ecnu 9T0 IpaBha, TOrga rfe XKe ero Benu4ecTBo? — crnpocun Koype.

— 41 He 3HAI0 U, K COXKAJIEHUIO, TaX0 TOXKe He 3HaeT. Ho Ha rope KaH’'é MBI OTEICKaIu 0OPHIBOK
PEeMHS ero BeIn4ecTBa.

Pucaii mpuHsnack paccka3bBaTh 00 00CTOATENbCTBAX, IIPU KOTOPHIX 3TOT OOPHIBOK IIONAJ K HUM B
PYKH. ITOT peMeHb OBII IToflapeH Koposio Tal KoponéM XaH. Ero o0HapyKuJIU B SAIIUKE C
IparolleHHEIMUA KaMHSIMU, IpefHa3HaueHHbIMY [IJ19 OTIIPaBKYU B XaH. B uTore TOT 0OPHIBOK IIOIa B
PYKY KOpOJII0 XaH, KOTOPHIA U Ilepefas ero Pucau.

Pucaiil mocrasna pacCIIMTEIA HOCOBOM IIJIATOK M, Pa3BePHYB, IPOJIEMOHCTPUPOBasia UM 0OPHIBOK.

— Ero otceknu ¢ He0OLIYAMHOM TOYHOCTBIO. CYI[H II0 BUOy, 3TO, OOJIZKHO 6BITB, OBIJIa YaCTh CO CIIHHEI.

— BrI X0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO Ha €T0 BEJIMYECTBO Hallau c3afu? — crpocuil Koypé.

Pucait mpoTsiHysia eMy 0OpBIBOK.

— Ilonarato, YTO Tak, — OTBETHIA OHA. — Ha HEM eCTh cliefl KPOBH. {1 mojaraio, 4To Bparu ero
BeJIMYEeCTBa HallaJy Ha HErO CO CIUHBI U PAHUJIH.

Koypé mouTuTenbHO B3sJI HOCOBOM IIJIATOK U MPUHSJICS BHUMATEIbHO M3y4aTh OOPHIBOK.

— OTce4yeHO OHUM YHApPOM, — MPOTSHYJ OH. — HamapgaBinuii ObI7T BeChbMa yMEJIBIM MEYHHUKOM.

— CornacHa. Ero BenuuecTBO ¥ caM IpeKpacHO yMell o6palmiaThCsi C MEYOM. S He MOT'y IPUIIOMHHUTD
HU OJTHOTO MeYHHMKa, KOTOPHIK MOT OBl ITOfo6paThCs K HEMY CO CIIMHBI U HAaHECTH TaKoH yaap.

— B03MOXKHO, €ero OKpYKUJIU ¥ B3SI7IU YUCIIOM. A MOXeT OBITh, HallaflaBlIre BooO1le 06MaHyIM ero.



— Bo3moxHo. Cyqsi 1o BCEMY, €T0 OTCEKIIH MPSIMO Ha MecTe IpecTymieHus. He moxoxe, 4TOOH ero
OTpe3asH CIeIraabHO ¥ MogOpoCcuIu Tyga. ECiu 3T0 TaK, TO MOXKHO IPUHSThH 3@ aKCHOMY, YTO €r0
BeIM4YecTBO OB aTaKoBaH Ha rope Kaw'é. ITomara, Ha Hero Hamaj AceH. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, BECh TOT
Xa0C, KOTOPBEIY OH (OpMUPOBAJI B MPOBUHIIKMY ByH, OBITT IpegHa3HayeH [AJisg TOT0 YTOOH YOUTE ero
BEJIMYECTBO.

— Ho ero BenuyecTBOo He moru6 TaM. YTO Ke C HUM CITy4HIIOChH TOCTe?

— M= He 3HAeM, — oTBeTHUa Pucaii, OKUHYB B3TJIIOM MPUCYTCTBYIOMUX. — Celiyac HaM OCTAETCs
pasBe 4To cobupaTh ciayxu. JIio0as nHbOpPMAaLKg 0 TOM, KTO BHEIIIHE TI0X0XK Ha ero BEJIMYeCTBO,
MOXKeT OBITh ITOJIe3HA.

— 4 mocTaTOYHO MHOTO MyTEILIECTBOBAJI 110 CTpaHe, — cKa3an Koypé. — Ho g He cribllan HUKakKux
CIIyX0B ofio6HOT0 pofia. A KakK Hac4er xkuresnei Toyku?

OcTanbpHBIE IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIIKE B KOMHATE IMOKa4YaJli I0OJIOBaAMH.

— Cnyxu 0 BOEHHOKOMaH[IyI0IleM, CKPhIBAIOIIMMCS OT KOPOJIEBCKUX BOMCK CYUTAIOTCA? — CIIPOCHUIT
Ion3u. — ITogoOHEBIE cyxu [0 HAc moxonumnu. Ho B OONBIIMHCTBE CBOEM OHU OBIIM He 0C000 TOYHH U
IOCTOBEPHHI. M HMKOTIIa peyb He 3aXO[UJIa O TOM, YTO YeJioBeK B Oerax mMor Obl OBITH KOpoiéM. 1o
CyTH, OOJIBITMHCTBO JTIOfIe} BepST OPUIMaTIbHOMY 3asBJIEHUIO O CMEPTHU €T0 BEJIUYECTBa.

— BepHo.

— Cynst mo 0OpEIBKY €TI0 PEMHS, ero BeJIMYeCTBO SIBHO OB paHeH. Ecniu eMy [eliCTBUTENIBHO YAAI0Ch
cbexkaTh OT yOUIII, IOYEMY MBI HE CJIBIIIANKA 00 9TOM COBEPLIIEHHO HUKAKUX HOBOCTEW UJIM CIIyXOB?
CoMHEeBaIoCh, YTO OH cyMel Ol c6exKaTh, OCTABIINCH He3aMeUeHHBIM COBEPIIEHHO HUKEM.

— Bepao, — kuBHYN Koyp€é. — B 00BIYHOM CUTYyalluy Mapaie/ibHO PacIpOCTPAHSINACh ObI U CITYXU O
TOM, YTO ACeH — U3MEHHUK U caMo3BaHell. [10JIKHO OBbITh, €T'0 BeJINYeCTBO II0Tasl B Jlankl AceHa.

— Ho Torga cioxHo IIOBEPHUTH B TO, UTO AceH 1103B0JIHII OBI €T0 BEeJINYECTBY XKUTh.

«CJI02KHO TOBEPUTH», — MBICTIEHHO ITOBTOPHUII Knommu. Bee meicTBrs ACeHa MCXOOUIH U3 €T0
JKenaHUus yOUTb KOPOJIS U y3YPIUPOBaTh TPOH. ACceH HaBepHSIKa yOus Obl IIpaBUTENS, IPEeCTaBbCs
€My XOTb OIWH IIIaHC.

— IIelCTBUTEBHO, B 9TO CII0KHO IMOBEPUTH, — mpobopMmoTan Koypé. — Uto erié Gombie yoexxgaeT

HacC B MBICJIY, YTO €r0 BEJINYECTBO ceryac He B IIJIeHY y AceHa. Ho TakXe 9T0 03Ha4aeT, 4To cerndac
OH He oOnagaeT HU CBOOOMON IepeMeleHNs, HA CUJIaMU, [OCTaTOYHBIMY, YTOOH BHICTYIIUTH IPOTUB
AceHa.

«YT0o Ke 3TO 3a CUTyallus TOrfa Takas?» — momymas Kuoiu, o3agaueHHO CKJIOHUB I'0JIOBY Ha 0OOK.



— Tak unu uHaye, IMOKa ero BeJIMYeCTBO KUB, HAM He00X0IUMO IIPOI0JIXKATh MMOMCKH, — CKa3aJl
Koypé. — U, KaK IpaBUIbHO 3aMeTHU/I Taxo, 4eM OBICTpee Mbl HAUHEM, TeM JydlIIle.

— Ecnu MEI XOTUM y3HATh YTO-TO O MECTOHAX0XIEHUN ero BeJIN4eCcTBa, HaM CTOUT HadaTh C
npoBuHIUM ByH, — KuBHYyna Pucai.

— 4 ¢ pamocThi0 BO3BMYCh 3a 9TO 3afaHue, — Koypée momHsICsa Ha HOTH.

— 41 He mpocua 06 3TOM. Pa3ymeeTcs, s TOXKe...

— leneparn, g cuuTarw, 4TO BaM IOKa YTO HYKHO OCTaThCS 3[eCh, — Koype mokadarsn roioBou. — A s
OTIIPABJIIOCH Ty[a U COOOIIY BaM, YAAI0Ch I MHE YTO-HUOYIb HAUTH.

Pucait BRITISAE A HATIPSIXKEHHOM.

— [la, s IoTepsiyia CBOO IPaBYIO PYKY, HO BCE PaBHO...

— [MoxarnyiicTa, He IOVMUTE MEHS HEIIPaBUJIbHO, — TOPOILINBO BKIUHUIICSI Koypé. — KoHeuHO Xe,
€CJIU [IeJI0 HOMMET N0 ITOUCKOB B MPOBUHIMK ByH, nBoe OymyT nyuie, yeM oguH. Ho He 3a0rIBaiiTe 0
COXpaHHOCTH Taixo. Ero Henb3st OpaThk ¢ co60# B mpoBuHIMi0 byH. Ecnu xkutenu TOyKu He COYTYT
3TO CIIUIIKOM 0O0pEMEHUTENIbHEIM, S X0TeJl OBl IIOIIPOCUTD X O ITOMOIIU B 3TOM fefie. Ho Taiixo Bcé
PaBHO HeJlb3s1 OCTABINATh 3[eCh ONHOr0. [ToaTOMY, Prcaii, BB HOMXKHBI OCTaTLCS 3[I€Ch C HUM.

Pucy# mpurnymeHHo mpopsiyaia 4YTo-TO CKBO3b 3yOHI, HO He cTajla oTBedaTh. Ho, Ko Bceobiiemy
YOUBJIEHUIO, BO3PA3WUI MOJTYABIIKM 10 3TOr0 TaWKH.

— A He MOTY Ha 3TO COT'JIaCHUTBCHA, — CKa3all OH.

Bapporuys, Koypé nepeBen B3rnan Ha TauKu.

— 4 He cobuparoch HaBI3RIBATLCA KUTENIM Toyku. Kpome TOro, MEHsSI COBEPIIEHHO HE YCTPaUBaeT,
4yTO g OyOy OTCUXKUBATLCS OOUH B 6€3011aCHOM MeCTe.

— INoxarnyiicTa, He fielaliTe CTOJIb HeOOMyMaHHbBIX 3asBIeHUH. f TOHMMAl0, YTO BE cefdac
YYBCTBYETE, HO Ballla COXPAaHHOCTb UMEET celyac IePBOCTENIEHHBIN TPUOPHUTET.

— Jla, s He MOTY ITIOYYBCTBOBaTh aypy IpaBUTeNsi, — OTBeTUI Tauku, rnsagsa Koypé B rnasa.

— Taixo, gemno He...

— V MeHd HeT mupei, ¥ s HUKaK He MOTY 3alllUTUTh ce0sl. ¢ MoHKWMal0, MO€ IPUCYTCTBUE OyOeT s



BacC TAXKKUM OpeMeHeM.

— Tauxo, He TOBOpHUTE TaK! — BOCKIMKHYJ Koype.

— Cornacaa. Talxo, BaM He CTOUT TaK T'OBOPUTH! — MOAKIOYUIach Pucaii.

— Ho aTo mpaBpa, — MpauyHo napupoBai Taliku. — M Ml Beb yKe roBopunu o0 aToM, Pucait. Ecnu
OBl ST XOTEJT OCTAaThCS B 0€30MMAaCHOCTH, [IJIsT MeHs He Owl1o OBl MecTa Oe3omacHee, yeM gBopen; Kunama
B Kaii. Ho 51 yke 00BSICHSI, TOYEMY MBI He MOTJIM OCTAThCS TaM.

Pucai1 paccTpoeno omycrtuiia ronosy. TaliKu OKUHYJI B3TJIIAOM OKPYKaBIIUX €ro JII0el.

— 4 nmonumato, Koypé€, Brl Bce GeciokouTech 060 MHe. {1 moTepsiy Bce cBou cunibl KupuHa. U Kak pas
IIOTOMY YTO s IOTEPSIJT CUJIBI, Pafiy claceHus Tai s HojKeH IpuberHyTh K 6ojee Mpu3eMIEHHEIM 1
9KCTpaopauHapHLIM MepaM. Bhl BCe Tepliesnu NUIIeHUs U IIPeofoeBaa HEB3TOAbI, ¥ 9TO IPUBETIO
BaC BCeX Clofia. f ToxKe JOoJKeH IPOUTHU STUM IyTeéM. MiHade, KOrfia B KOPOJIEBCTBO Tall BHOBb
BEPHETCS MUD, Y MeHs He OyfieT IpaBa HacllaXkOaThCs MUPHOM KHW3HbIO BMECTE C BAMU.

— Ho Ttauxo...

— U korpa BH Bce GyneTe HacIaXaaThCs CYACTIMBOM U 6€3MITEKHON KU3HBIO, S CMOTY JIUIIH B
OIMHOYECTBE IIPOKIIMHATL ce0s 3a CBOE Oeccunue.

Koypé He Topomwucst 0TBe4aTh Ha 3Ty THpamy. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO BCe OHU ITOHMUMAJIX YyBCTBA
Taliku, HUKTO U3 HUX He TOpeJl XKeJlaHKWeM COTJIalllaThCsl C HUM.

— Ecnu Bame# riaBHOM 1EeNbI0 IBseTCs Onaromonyyune Tai, — TUX0 nmpou3Héc TalKu, CJI0BHO
OTBedas Ha X HEBBICKa3aHHbIE ITPOTECTH. — T0 Haubosiee IPOCTHIM U IeHCTBEHHEIM PEIIeHNEM
OymeT yOUTh MeHS IIPSIMO 3[eCh U ceryac.

— Tatixo, BBI I.T.IYTI/ITe! — BO3My'I.T.IéHHO BOCKIIMKHYJIX BC€ IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIHXE.

— [MTouemy xke? ITO BeCcbMa HafExKHOe pelneHre mpodneMel. Ecnu Bel yObETe MeHs1, ['€co Toxke
YMPET, TTe Obl OH HU ObUI. M KOTa CIyCTs HECKOJIBKO JIeT HOBHIM KHpHH BrIOepeT HOBOTO IIPaBUTEIS,
00CTaHOBKA B KOPOJIEBCTBE BHOBH MMPUAET B HOPMY.

Koypé Mom4ar, meITasich MPUAyMaTh JOCTOMHEIM 0TBEeT. KHolu ToXe HUKaK He MOT Iomo0paTh
IIpaBUJIbHEIX C10B. HecMOTps Ha To, 4TO TaliKu TOBOPUJ Y2KaCHbIE BelY, B HUX He OblyIo omubku. B
UTOTE TSAKEII0Oe MOTUaHKe HapyLIua JHYO.

— Taiixo SICHO BEIPA3HJI CBOE XKeJlaHKie Pa3le/IuTh C HaMM Halll IyTh ¥ HAIIY [0J0, — MSTKO
IPOU3HEC OH. — $1 JyMaro, HaM CTOHT IIPOCTO M06IarogapuTh ero 3a 3T0. Hy:KHO 1 HaM IEITaThCS



1'[060p0TI:> ero CTpeMHeHI/Ie?

— Her, He HyX)HO, — nipou3Héc Kuommm. — Ecnu MOXKHO, s X0Tes Okl COITPOBOXKAATh Bac, — KOTa BCe
IIPUCYTCTBYIOLIME TTOBEPHYIUCEH K HEMY, OH CKJIOHHUJI T'0JIOBY, 0603Hayast MOKJIOH, U MIPOJOIKUI. — I
IIOHMMAI0, YTO 5 efiBa JIM MOTY 3aIlUTUTL ce0s1, He TOBOPS YK 0 Takxo. HaBepHsKa 5 TOXKe CTaHy A7
Bac 00y30ii, HO eCJIU s IOKAY C BaMHM, 51 CMOTY 0OpalllaThCs 3a IMTOMOIIBIO0 B TI00bIE Aa0CCKUE XPaMHI,
KOTOpbIE MBI HAMIEM TI0 HOPOTeE.

— Xopoturas unesi, — pagoCTHO MIPOU3HEC DHUO. — 3HAYHUT, THl XOUelllb OTIIPABUTHCS B My TELIECTBUE?

— [a, ¢ pagocTsto. IIpo1ty, Mo3B0JIbTe MHE UATU C HUMHU.

—4d HAIIXIITY COIIPOBOOUTEIIbHOE ITMChMO, B KOTOPOM IIOMMPOIITY OPYTHUX MOHAX0B JATh BAM y@e}KI/IU.Ie u
He 3aJaBaTh JIMIITHUX BOIIPOCOB, — 9HYO PeEMNUTEIIbHO KUBHYII. — TBou IIyTh 6y;[eT HenerkuM. TeOs
JKIOET MHOT'O HOBOT'O ¥ Hen3BecTHOro. Ho Bcé PaBHO, OTHpaBHHIZCH C HUMH U IIOMOT'HY UM, 9YEM
CMOZK€EIIb.

— Taxk u cmesaio, — IMOKJIOHUBIIKCH, OTBETHII Kuo1u.

Pucait Toxxe moxnoHMIaCh DHYO.

— Cracub0 BaM, — CKa3ajla OHAa. — DTO HaM O4YeHb IIOMOXKeET.

OHYO0 KMBHYIJI, IIOCJIE Yero, IOBEPHYBIINCH K Pucaii, B35/ €€ 3a PyKy U IT0XKaJl e€.

— MHe ToXKe HyKHO BHIPa3UTh 071arolapHOCTh, — CKa3aJjl OH. — BHI popenany myTh ak g0 CaMOTo
Kol 1 o6paTHO. 4, KaK ¥ BCce MOHaxXH, IpA3HaTEeJIeH BaM 3a CllaceHue Tauxo. 2Kesnaw BaM, 4TOOH B
BallleM NyTelIeCTBUY 3a Bamu npurnsgsBanu Hebeca. U He Tombko Hebeca, Ho u mrogu. 4 nojarato,
JKUTEJIU 3TOM [epeBHU OBITM MePBRIMU U3 MHOTHX. 2Kutenu Tait 0o cux mop 6opioTcs. Jltogu mo BceMy
KOPOJIEBCTBY KAYT MOAXOMASIIET0 CIy4asi, YTOOLI IepEBEPHYTh CTPAHUIY UCTOPUH.

Pucaiif, Kak ¥ BCe OCTaJIbHbIe, KHBHYJIA, COTJIAIIASsICh CO CJI0BaMK JHYO0. KaX bl 3 HUX celdac
nyMai 06 OMHOM U TOM XKe.

«[Toxamnyiicta, IyCcTh 3TO OYET Tak».

TopkecTBeHHOE MOJTYaHUe HaPYIIXJI OTOAJIEHHBIN 1TyM K0k As. OH OBUT TUXUM U BCKOpE Hayall
yracaTh, HallOMUHas MATKUAN I1EJIECT PUCOBOU IIEJTyXH.
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