B opHOM U3 yeIMHEHHBIX KOMHAT, PACIIOIOKEHHOM B TTyOMHE BHYTPEHHETO JBOPLA, KOPOJb JH
TIOOBEPI'CSI CYPOBOMY MCIIBITAHUIO, TOTPEOOBABIIIEMY OT HETO IIPUMEHUTH BCE CBOU HEIOKUHHEIE, HO
IIONTYCTY PacTpayuBaeMble CIIOCOOHOCTH.

— JlagHo, magHo, pebsTa, s BCE noHsA! — cka3as llopkio, OTgAbBas YeTHPEX MYyKYKH,
OKPYKaBUIUX ¥ MEJIEHHO MOACTYIIABIINX K HEMY.

— Brl oHSAHN? — HEIOBEPUYMBO ITIOCMOTPEN Ha Hero MTaHn. — UM 3T0 BCE, YTO BH XOTUTE HAM CKa3aTh?

— A roToB BCTaTh Ha IIyThb ucTtuHHBIM! Hukorma paHbIIIe Ha MO€l IIaMSITH MEHS He CTAaBUJIM B CTOJIb
YHUI3UTEJIBHOE TIOJIOZKEHHE. qa 601-0CI:, 4YTO CTBHIOJINBBEIE BOCIIOMHUHAHUA 00 aTOM AJHe OCTaHyTCAd CO
MHOH Ha BCIO OCTaBIIYIOCA ZKU3Hb.

— CmMoTpuTe-Ka! — pasmasncs rojoc Io3aay Hero, Ho MTaH He 00paTwil Ha HEeTo BHUMAHHSI.

— a yx, — B3goxuyn llyxko.

— B uém, mo-BamieMy, 3aK/IH049a0TCs 00sI3aHHOCTH KOPOJIsi? BBl CTOMTE BO I'IaBe TOCYIapCTBa, CIOBHO
KaIllMTaH Kopabiis, ¥ Ky[a, II0-BallleMy, MbI JIOJIXKHEI TPUTIIBITh C TAKUM KamuTaHOM? Kak BEI
cobupaeTech YIpaBIIsTh MUHUCTPAMHU? BBl MOJIKHEI CIYXKUThH IPUMEPOM [IJIS TOAPaXKaHUS IS BCEX
BaIlIUX MTOAJIAaHHBIX. ... 51, HABEpHOE, He CMOT'y 0OJIbIlle CMOTPETD B I'Jla3a CBOUM ITOTYNHEHHBIM.

— HecoMHEHHO, — TIOfaJ TOJIOC YeJI0BEK, CTOSIBIINIA JO 9TOTO C O€CIPUCTPACTHEIM BUIOM U €MBa JIH
TIPOU3HOCUBUINH 4TO-THO0. — [IpU3HATHCS, KOTMA 5 BIIEPBEIE C 3TUM CTOJIKHYJICS, Y MEHSI OTBUCIIA
YeJTI0CTh. MHE CTBIIHO [IaXke 0CO3HABaTh, UTO MEHs OYAYT aCCOLMUPOBATE C 9THM IIAPCKUM IYPaKOM.

— D1, Kanpu3sHelii, 3Ha4uT, faXxe TH PELIXJI I0BOPYaTh Ha MEHS?

«Kanpuaneiit» 6b1710 mpo3BuileM, Kotopoe [llopkio man aTomy 4enoBeky. Ero 3Banmu CeHImo, 3To Obi
Xy[OILIaBEIA MOJIOMOX YEeJIOBEK CO CMYTJION KOXKeW, KOTOPHIM, HECMOTPS Ha CBOE LIYILJIOe
TEJIOCIIOXKEHUE, SIBIISJICS CEKPeTapeéM KOPOJIsi 10 BOEHHBIM [ieJlaM M BO3TJIaBIISAIT IMYHOE BOMCKO
KOpoJs B KauecTBe [1aiiboKYy.

Ceii1ro mmormars B JBOPIIOBYIO CTPaXYy eIIE mpu mpaBiieHuu Kopois Ke. Y Hero 6bita pemyTanus
OTILITHOTO ¥ CMEeKalucToro 0oiilla, ¥ IOTOBapUBay, YTO B BOGHHOM peMecyie eMy He OblJI0 PaBHBIX.
OH OBITT apecTOBaH 3a KPUTHKY JeMCTBYIOLIEr0 pexkrMa, HO faxke TaKOM Nafinil 4eIoBeK, Kak
KopoJib K€, He CMOT pemuThCsl Ka3HUTh €r0, U BeJlesl IUIIb OPOCUTH €T0 B TIOPEMY.

Camo co6otii, mocne cmepTty Kopoins Ke, Cefiino cpa3y ke 3ax0oTend 0cBo0oauTh. OmHako, Ceiio
OTKa3aJICSd BEIXOAUTH M3 CBOEM KaMephl, 3asBUB, UTO, OyIy4u 3aKII0YEHHBIM II0 TPUKa3y KOPOJis, OH
MOT OBITh ITOMHMJIOBAH TOJILKO KOPOJIEM. B MTOTe ero NpUHIUIE He TTO3BOJISITIA €My BEIUTH Ha CBOGOAY
Ha MPOTSKEHUH CIEOYIOIINX ISTUNECITH JIeT, Jaxke HeCMOTPS Ha TO, YTO ero Kamepa Obljla He
3amnepra.



— HpI/I BCEM YBaXKe€HUH, A IIOIIPOCHUII OBl Bac He HA3LIBATh MEHS CTOJIh YHUYN2KUTEJIbHBIM ITPO3BUILEM.

— TebOe He HPaBUTC?

— KoneuHo Xxe, HeT.

— Bcsxko nydine, 4yeM y MeHs, — C 3aBUCTbIO 3aMeTull MTaH, risagd Ha HegoBoiabHOro Ceutno. — A
BooOIIe «OTUassHHBINA.

ITapoBaHue MONOOHBIX YHUKAIBHEIX TUTYJI0B CBOMM MOAAAHHEIM CUMTAJIOCh CHMBOJIOM BeJTMYaKIIen
YeCTH ¥ MPU3HAHUS CO CTOPOHEBI KOPOJIs. XOTsI, KOHEYHO, BPS[ K moanaHHbe [IIophio OBIIH pajibl
TaKUM IIPO3BHULIaM Kak «OTuasgHHBIN», «Be3paccynnbiin» unu «KanpusHseii». Pa3 yx Ha TO MOIUIO, TO
cobcTBeHHOTO caiixo, PokyTy, [llopkio mpo3Ban «OneHeM», IPOCTO TOTOMY 4TO, BIIEPBEIE YBUIEB
KupuHa, OH OKPECTHII €T0 «POraToi Jiomagso». CaM KOpoib OB Ype3BEIYaliHO NOBOJIEH
MIOTyYUBIIIEKCS UTPOK CJIOB, OMHAKO, IOMMUMO HEro, HUKTO BO [ABOPIE HE CMESJICS Haf 9TOU IIYTKOM.

— Hy u Hy, — IpOTAHYN IBHO pacCTpoeHHbIN YoTany. — HelHYe BCce MBI CTaJId BCETO-HABCETO
IIOCMEIINIIaMU.

— Taxk u ecth, — nmoaTBepaui PokyTa. Bce Tpoe CHHXPOHHO 00EPHYIUCH K HEMY, SBHO HEOBOJIbHBIE
€ro0 BHICKa3bIBaHUEM.

— 3a BaMH, Talxo, MeXny IIPpO4YrM, He MEHbIIIe BUHEI, 9YEM 3a Ero BenuuectBoMm!

— Ou! — noxas miedyamu, Bo3pasui PokyTa. — JT0 He g 3[eCh UMEI0 IPUCTPACTHE K a3apTHEIM
urpam!

—A MOTYy JIA 51 TOTOA Y3HATh, YEM 2K€ BbI 3aHUMAJIUCh, II0OKA OTCYTCTBOBAJIX IIPH JIBOpe?

— {l... ciyckancs BHU3, IPOHA0IofaTh 3a X04OM BOCCTAHOBJIEHUS CEJIbCKOT0 X035UCTBa, —
CMYIIEHHO yNEIOHYBIINCH, OTBETU PoKyTa.

— U xakue Ke BEIBOOLI BEL COEJIaIU U3 9TUX HaOJIIOOeHuH?

— Hy-y-y...OM...

— MarneHbKUY 37I0CTIOBAIINY IIpenaTens, — GIPKHYT [llopsio. PoKyTa HEJOBOIBHO BO33PUIICSA Ha
CBOETO0 IIOBEJIUTENIS.

— Bo-nepBrIX, T UTPOMAaH U Pa3BPaTHUK, — BO3Pa3uil OH. — A BO-BTOPHIX, TETIEPh TBOU I'PELIKU
aykaroTcs u MHe Toxe! Kak, mo-TBoeMy, 51 OmKeH cebs1 YyBCTBOBATh? YK TOYHO HE CMESIThCS.



— U aTo roBopuUT MHE PeOEHOK, cOeralomuii C 3aHATHI!

— He cpaBHUBa# OT/IHIHUBAHUE OT 3aHSATHUM C HAMJIEBATEILCKUM OTHOIIIEHHEM K YIIPABIEHHUIO I1€JTHIM
KopoJieBCTBOM! A elll€ TH Imapy pa3 maxe cberan u3 ropopa!

— CyTb BCE paBHO OfHA ¥ Ta XKe.

— Tawm, oTKyza s pofgoM, 3TO IIOCTYNIKKA COBEPIIEHHO Pa3HbIX MacIITabo0B!

— Ia OymbTe ke BH Cepbé3Hee! — He BhIIepXKaB, BOCKIUKHYI IIIyKo, yIapuB Ky/IakKoOM II0 CTOJY.

— VI3BMHU, — BCKUHYB Iiepen coboy pyku, oTBeTun llloprio. — B manbHelIeM s, mpaBga, 3aiiMych
menaMu IIpaBUTEILCTBA. [IOBOTIeH?

— 4 Mory pacuieHuBaTh 3TO 3asiBlIeHNEe KaK UCKPEHHUH aKT Ballel mo6poi Bomu?

— Ha 3amafie TBOPSITCS KaKue-TO TEMHBIE EJIUIIKY, — TI0Ka4as rojosou Illopso. — B mo6oM criydyae
TI0Ka 4TO JTy4Ille BCero OymeT MOCUOEeTh TUXO0, U He IEpraThCs HUKyAa U3 JBOPIA.

Bce 4eTBepo yIUBIEHHO B3TJIAHY/IM Ha HETO.

— 3amag...

— IMpoBunnus I'sx, — ynei0HYyCS [lopsio. — JIydille TOATOTOBUTLCS, IIOTOMY UTO XJaTh OHU He
CTaHyT.

ViTaH, He yOepKaBIIUCh, OTJITHYJICS Ha3ad. OH ObIT yBEPEH, YTO MOALICKAN IOCTATOYHO YeIUHEHHOE
TIOMeIlleHre, KOToa CoOMpasl 9TO UMIIPOBU3UPOBaHHOE coOpanue. OOHAKO cerdac eMy MoYeMy-TOo
II0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO B KOMHATE IIOMUMO HUX OBLJI KTO-TO €IIE.

— Bwl uMeeTe B BULY...

— OTO IIPOCTO YIUYHEIM CTyX. B mocnenHee BpeMs B IPOBUHINY ['9H 3aKaHYMBAIOTCS 3allachl 3epHA.
ConpmaThl U3 IPOBUHIMY ['9H MOSBIISIOTCS B CTOJIMIIE HECKOJIBKO Pa3 B MECSI], TOE MbIOT U KYTST,
CJIOBHO MaTPOCH! B TOpTy. OgHAKO OHM BCerya NMpuOBIBAIOT C IIYCTEIMU PYKaMu, ¥ OTOBIBAIOT,
rpyXKEHbIe 6araxoM.

— XoTHuTe CKa3aTh, UYTO OHU BO3AT KOHTpabaHmy n3 KaHKBIO?

— Eciu 970 ega — Hudero cTpamHoro. Ho eciu 9To opyxXue...



— MHe CIIoXKHO IMpeaCTaBUTh cebe, KaK OHU CyMEIT HaKOIIUTh JOCTATOYHO OPYXKH4I, YTOORI YCTPOUTH
BOCCTaHHE, — H_IYKO 03alda49€HHO CKJIOHHUJI T'OJIOBY Hab0K. — Ecyu Obl OHU CO6I/IpaJ'II/I I10 CToJIxIe
BOEHHO€E CHapAXKeHHue, TO CIIYXHu 00 3TOM PaHO UJIK TTO3JHO AOIIIN OBl 10 HAaC.

— Boob1e-to, — ymeionysncs lopsio. — B KaHKbI0 pacmonokeHa KOpPOJIeBCKas OpyxKenHas.

Cettmio mpuiypuicsi. Heyxenu 3aBefyiomuii 0pyKenHoM 1efiCTBUTEIbHO CObIBaI KAa3€HHOE
MMYIIECTBO Ha YEPHOM phIHKe? [Tof KoHell nmpaBieHus Kopois K&, BmacTu CKOMUIM OTPOMHOE
KOJIM4EeCTBO OPYKUS U BCEBO3MOXKHOU aMyHUIu. Ilocne ero cmepty, 6osbIias 4acTh 3aacoB Oblna
IpofaHa, mabbl TIOMOTHUTE KOPOJIEBCKYI0 Ka3Hy, OOHAKO 3TU AeNCTBUS Hen30eKHO HaChIIIaIn
PHIHOK, a 3HAYUT — IPUBOAMIM K 00Basy 1ieH. B pe3ynbrate MHOTHE OpYXKEeNHBIe CKIadbl 10 CUX TIOP
0CTaBaJIUCh 3a0UTHIMU IO 3aBSI3KY.

— 3a 3TUM CTOUT HaMeCTHUK IpoBUHIMY ['9H? — nmouHTepecoBascs Llyko.

— T'oBopsT, oH 6osincs kopons Ké, — kuBayn Mtan. — U 3aTeM, mocyie ero CMepTH, OH CIiepBa
oTracasicsl BOCCTaHUs, a ceiyac — CMeIleHus C HOMXKHOCTH. [103TOMy OH 3abappuKafiupoBaJICs B
CBOEM IBOpIIe ¥ OTKA3hIBAETCS BHIXOAUTh. [I0rOBapuBalOT, UTO OH OYEHb HEPBHBIM YEJIOBEK.

— 3arHaHHas B yroJI Kpbeica CIIoco0Ha YKYCHUTD KOIKY, — oTBeTun lllopsio. — Ecnu mpuxkaTh
yeJioBeKa K CTeHKe, OH MOXKET YCTPOUTh TaKoe, Ha YTO OH HUKOI'a He OCMEeJUIICS OBl B CITIOKOMHOM
oOcTaHoBKe. XyzKe BCEro TO, UTO I'IaBHHIM ceKpeTaph KabrHeTa MUHUCTPOB, TOBOPST, o01agaeT
OCTPHIM YMOM U CMeKa/lKou. Ero 30ByT A1ylio, 11, HACKOJIbKO MHE U3BECTHO, OH ChIH HAMECTHHKA
npoBuHLIKH ['3H.

— A BBI HETIJIOX0O OCBEOMJIEHBI, — OJOOPUTENIbHO IPOTSIHY N MTaH.

— 41 Bcero yuIb 03BYYHII TOPOMCKUE CIYXU. 3PS BBl UTHOPUPYETE HAPOMHYI0 MyIPOCTh — MHOTHA OHA
OLIBaeT BechMa II0JIe3Ha.

— Koneuno xke, — oTBeTusn VTaH, BHIISIEBIINN HCKPEHHE BIIeYaTIEHHBIM.

— Ilpu BcéM yBaxkeHuu, Baire BenuuecTBo... — BeXKIMBO KallIgHyB, TpousHec IIyko.

— YTo0 Takoe?

— BaMm HeT HUKaKO# HYyKIbl 00IIATHCS C BAllMMHU ITOONAHHLIME II0 BUAOM IIPOCTOIOOUHA U
TIPUTBOPSATHCS LITUOHOM!

[lopsro 3aKaTwII I11a3a, yCIbIaB 3T0. POKyTa yCMeXHYIICS, ¥ IIONHANICSA Ha HOTH.

— Yrto Takoe, Pokyra? — nountepecosasncs LIopsio.



— Barrr pa3roBop 3aién B HeMHTepeCHOe MHe PYCJIo, — OTBETHII OH, y2Ke CTOs B BepsAx. — U, pa3 yx
9TO He UMeeT KO MHEe HUKAKOT'0 OTHOIIEHHUS, TO S YXOXKY.
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