I'maBa 10.

— locnoxa Pucaii, Bam yxKe CTaso jydlle? — IOUHTepecoBascs Tallku, IPOCYHYB I'OJIOBY BHYTPb
najaTku Pucan.

— Taiku?.. — OTKJIIMKHYIACh XKEHIIMHA, IPUIIOIHUMAsCh C ITOCTEIH.

[TocKomBpKYy BCEM MMAJIOMHMKAM Ha ropy X0y MPeCTOsIO TPEeOH0IeTh JOJITHY MyTh, YTOOR HOOPATHCS
10 CBOEW 1IeJId, UM IIPUXOOUIOCh 3apaHee IMPOIYyMBIBATh, CKOIBKO CBOEI'0 UMYIIECTBA OHU MOTYT
B34Th C 0c000¥ B opory. Camo co0oii, 3TO Kacanoch ¥ MajaTOK — OHU HOJIKHHBI ObLIM OBITH JIETKUMU
¥ IIPOCTHEIMH, ¥ He OBIJIM PACCYMTAHE Ha KOM(POPTHOE MpoxkuBaHue. OCTalbHEIE MPUIIACH TaKXKe B
OONBLIMHCTBE CBOEM IIPEMCTABIISIIN COO0H ITpeAMeTH epBoi HeobxomuMocTu. OmHaKO, ropa Xoy
CJIaBUJIAaCh CBOMM MSTKHUM KJIMMATOM, ITO3TOMY ITaJIaTKX U3TOTABIMBAIMCh U3 0YEeHb TOHKOW TKaHH,
YTO IO3BOJISAIO CHIeIaTh UX JOBOJILHO MMPOCTOPHBEIMU. [I7151 TOTO, YTOOH Yepe3 HUX He MIPOCBeYNBAIIU
CHUJIy3THl UX BIAMeJblIEeB, 9TH MAIaTKX HaXe MPUXOIUIIOCh KPACUTh B YEPHEIH.

Pucaii, nexanIas Ha FPY60fI, SIBHO CKOJIOUEHHOM Ha MeCTe KPOBATH, IIOCIIEIIHO IIOAHAJIACE, 1
HAKHWHYJIA Ha IIJIe4YX IIJIalll.

— Her-HerT, BaM mydilie ocTaBaThCsl B KPOBaTH! — 3ampoTecToBas TalKy, U, IepefaB OGHOMY U3
COTIPOBOKOAIOIINX KYBIINH C BOHOM, TPOoHosixkui. — CerofHs s moMoraa HbEC3H C UX
00513aHHOCTSIMHU. BOT, 1 IPUHEC BaM BOTHL.

— Cnacubo 3a 3a60Ty, — BeXKJIMBO ITOKJIOHUBIIKCH, OTBETUIIA Pucaii.

— Kaxk BHI ce0st yyBCTByeTe? Balu paHbl 3a:KMBAIOT? — CIIPOCUT TalKu, yCEeBUIUCh Ha KPOBATh PSIIOM
C Hel.

— Bomp yxe mpomna. Ho Bcé paBHO, OombIoe criacu0o 3a To, 4TO npuHEC CeHCyi.

— O, 370p0BO, — 3aAyMumnBO 0TBeTUN Tauku, — Hafewcs, ocie Hux He 0OCTaHEeTCs LIPaMoB.

— He Gecnokorics, — yneiOHynach Pucaii. — brnaromapst CeHcy#, a TakXKe MOeMy CTaTyCy CIHHUH, S
cMmoria Ovl BEIKapaOKaThCs, faxe eciau Obl IOCTpafasa Kyfa CUIbHee.

— YTo BH MMeeTe B BUAY? — 03aJauyeHHO MOPrHy Tauku. — Bel — CO9HHUH?

— 3BaHuAg TeHepalla, JaXKe B apMUU IIPOBUHIIMK, JOCTATOYHO, YTOOLI UMETh IIPaBO IIOIIPOCHUTH
BIIMCATh CBOE UM B CIIMCOK BeCCMepTHBIX. Ila ¥ moToM, eciu OBl 5 He cTajla COHHUH, 51 OBl HE CMOTJIa
CIIyX KUTh HaMECTHUKY IIPOBUHITUN.



— [Touemy?

— A TH He 3Haemb? — Telepsb yKe Pucaii BLTIgAena YOUBIEHHON. — Bo mBOpel] HaMeCTHHKa
IIPOBUHIIMY HEJb3S MMONACThb, UM BEIUTH U3 HETO, €CNTA Thl He COHHMH. HaMeCTHUKY MPOBUHITNI
OOBIYHO XUBYT OU€HB [OJITO, X €CJIM UX HEIIOCPENCTBeHHEIe TIONYNHEHHEIE He OyIyT 00nafaTh TaKUM
JKe OONITOJIETUEM — OT HUX Oy[eT Masio MOJIb3HI.

— A, TIOHATHO...

I'napst Ha cOuToro ¢ Tonky Tadku, Pucait HEBONBHO yNbIOHYIack. OHa, KOHEYHO, 3Hajla, YTO OH BEIPOC
B X0Opae, 1 BEPHYJICS Ha POAUHY JUINL HefaBHO. Ho Heyxkenu B Xopae He CylIeCTBOBAIO COHHUH?

— JIronu, BnucaHHbIe B CIIMCOK BeccMepTHEHIX, TepecTaioT cTapeTh, — go0aBuia OHa.

— IIpaBpa”?

— [a. Taiiku, TH Befb U caM OeccMepTHBEIY. Pa3Be TH He 3HaJ 06 3TOM? — TUXOHBKO B3[OXHYB,
OTBeTHJIa Pucai.

— 41... 6eccMepTHBIN?

— [la. TIpaBuTens o onpeneneHuo cocToUT B Criucke boxkecTs. Korga oH BOCXOOUT Ha IIPECTOJ1, OH
IIepecTaéT cTapeTh. TakkKe 9TO JapyeT eMy 3alUTy 0T OOJIBIIMHCTBA YTPO3 IJIs €T0 XKU3HU. 110
KpalHel Mepe, TpaBUTEJIb HUKOTTIa He YMPET OT 00JIe3HHU.

— Bort oHO Kak...

— U Bce Kupuntnl Toxe 6eccMepTHEL. Kak ¥ KOPOIu, OHM HUKOTIa He cocTapsaTcs. Tebs TPyoHO
TIOPAHUTD, U elllé TpyaHee youTh. [la 1 3a007IeTh TH HEe MOXKEIlb TPaKTUYECKU HAYEM.

Taiiku 3agyMarsncs. YOuBIEHHOe BHpaXkeHNe He CIIEIINIIO CXOOUTh C ero JIUIIA.

— 3HauwuT... 4 HEe cMOry BeIpacTu?

— Cmoxems. Ho KOTra Thl CTAaHEIIb B3POCJIBIM, TEI II€PECTAHEIb CTAPETh.

— 3T0... HEMHOTO CTPaHHO OJId MEH.

— Hpécan, KcraTu, Toxke 6eccmepTHEl. HaBepHOe, oHU 3a0bU1H cKa3aTh Tebe 06 aToM. B ob1ieM, Kak-
TO TaK.



— IMousTHO...

— Bce coHHUH npU3BaHbI NOAAEPKUBATD ITpaBuTesis. OOBIYHO, BCe, KTO CIIyKUT KOPOJIIO, HallpUMeD,
HaMEeCTHUKY ITPOBUHIIUN U X HEIIOCPEICTBEHHBIE TIOMUYNHEHHEIE, SIBISIOTCS COHHUH.

— A pasBe KOpob He cyMeJt Obl TPaBUTh XOPOILO, OYAb €eT0 MOAUMHEHHEIE CMEPTHBIMU?

— ITaxXe He 3Hal, — KPUBO yIbIOHYyIack Pucait. — Ho COHHUH He CTaHOBITCS 6€CCMEPTHHIMU
HaBcerga. JTy IPUBUJIETUIO0 MOXKHO 0TO3BaTh. B 3TOM U COCTOUT pa3Huia Mexay CruckoM
BeccmepTtaeix u CniuckoM boxecTB — B Criucok becCMepTHRIX II0AU MOTYT BXOOUTH U BEIXOOUTH 110
cBoel BoJie. UeJl0BEK MOXKET IlepefyMaTh, 1 0TKa3aTbCs OT CBOEro 6ecCMepTHs.

— 3HA4uT, 0TKA3aBIIKUCh OT CTaTyCa COHHUH, YEJIOBEK HAYHET CTapeTh, KakK U BCe OCTaJbHBIE?

— ITa. Ho mMano KTo 0TKa3kIBaeTcs 0T 6eccMmepTusi oOPoBoiIbHO. Hampumep, s cTana COHHUH IOCTe
TIOJTy4eHUs 3BaHus reHepasna. Ho ecnu s pemry yUTH B OTCTaBKY, UK XKe MeHs pa3KalyloT — TO
MeHS BRIYepKHYT U3 Crucka beccMepTHBIX. MHBIMU CIIOBaMH, CTaTyC COHHUH JlapOBaH MHE
IpaBuTeseM. Bcex COHHUH, MONYYUBLIINX OeccMepTHe TaKuM 00pa30M, Ha3bIBalOT YHCEH.

— Ara...

— IToMuMO 3TOT0, €CTh T€, KTO IMOXKENaInd CTaTh COHHUH, HO HE OBIIM Ha3HAYEHE IIpaBUTEJIEM, U HE
CIIyZKaT eMy. Takux Ha3BIBAIOT XMCEH. K HUM OTHOCATCH, HallpuMep, HBECSH C TOPEI Xoy

— BoT oHO uTO... — Tayku 3apyMunBo B3n0oxHYI. — Korpga s cipocun Talen o e€ Bo3pacTe, OHa
OTBETHJIa, 4TO 3a0bIa ero. MoxeT OBITh, OHA OEeHCTBUTEJIbHO XXKUBET TaK [IOJIT0, YTO He IIOMHHUT,
CKOJIBKO el neT?

— Bo3moxHOo, — yneiOHyack Pucaii. — Tak 4To Tebe He HyKHO 6ecriokouThcs 000 MHe. 4 Kyna
KpeIye U BRIHOC/IUBEH 00BIYHOTO YeJIOBEKaA.

— 9TO ke 370poBO!

— Bouctuny tak. Ho xBatut 060 MHe. Kak Thl ce0s 4yBCTByelIb? V Tebs BCE B IIopsaKe?

— Y MeHs BCE X0poII10. f MPoCTOo yCTal, Hy U elllé MHe 10 CUX II0Op HEMHOTO CTPAIIHO, KOTfa
BCIIOMKHAI0 KPOBb. B oCcTambHOM BCE IpekKpacHo. HaBepHoe, MHe CTOMIIO 3alTH Clofla paHbiie? Ho
HBECOH He XOTEeJId OTIYCKaTh MEHS...

— IlpocTH, uTO BTSIHYNIa TEOS B 3TO...



— T'ocmmoxka Pucaii, He OecrokoiTech 00 3TOM, — IIOCIIEIIHO OTBeTU/I TallKy, 3aMEeTUB, YTO OHa
CHUKIIa. — Ecnii XO0TUTE, NTydIlle BUHUTE TOT QakKT, 4TO T — KupuH.

— Her... — Pucaii mokauaJsa roJIoBoOi, HO He CMOTJIa BRIMABUTEL U3 Ce0s HU CJI0Ba OOJIBIIIE.

Ona HemooleHunta 2Kénroe mope. OHa HUKOTHA OBl He IMOAyMasa, YTO TaMOIIHKNE éMa OKaXKyTCs
HACTOJIBKO CBUpensiMu. OHA CIIMIIKOM IT0JIarajach Ha CBOM HABBEIKH, KOTOPHIE 0Ka3ajIiCh
HEOOCTATOYHEIMHU, ¥ HAlesNIach C UX MTOMOIIBIO OJ0TIETh éMa. ITO GBIJIO CITUIIIKOM CaMOyBEPEHHO C eé
cTopoHbl. OH HEJOOIIeHWIIa CBOET0 IPOTHBHUKA.

K ToMy XKe, OHa OTIIpaBujIach TyJla BMeCTe C ApyruM reHepaaoM. OHa HUKaK He MOTJIa OTHeIaThCs OT
JKeJlaHUs ITOCOPeBHOBATHCS ¢ ['€co. M3-3a 9TOT0 OHA OTIIPABUIACH B Ty IEIIEPYy, Aaxke IIOHUMAs, YTO
B Hell UX IOIKXUAeT OaCHOCTh — € He XOTEeJI0Ch, UYTOOH €€ COYJIM TPYCIIMBOM UJTM HEYBePEHHOU B
cebe.

— Mnue IIpaBaa O4Y€Hb 2KaJjlb, — HAaKOHEI], CMOTI'JIa IIPOU3HECTHU OHA.

— Ox... { Xxe yxXe roBopus, 4TO B CIIy4MBIIEeMCs HeT Balllel BUHBE], rocnoxa Pucau. Mul Bens He
MOTJIM 3apaHee 3HaTh, UTO TaM CKPHIBAJICS TOTelly, BepHO? K ToMy ke, BBl XxpaOpo IIpUHANY yaap Ha
cebs1, 4TOOH! 51 CMOT CIIAaCTHUCh U yOexkaTs. [la ¥ TOTOM, He CIy4YUCh BCETO 3TOT0 — U S HUKOTZa He
TIOHSJI Obl, KaK IPUPy4aTh MHIPEEB.

Pucaii B3IrJIAHYIIA Ha CUOEBIIETO I1epe[ Hel pe6éHKa, KOTOprfI H30 BCEX CHUJI CTaPaJICA MMPUOYMATh
Inmogxogsamue CJioBa, YyTOOHLI OHA He YYBCTBOBaJlla ce0st BUHOBATOM.

— Teoi cniuurkoM goOp KO MHe, — B3[I0OXHYJIa OHa.

— Bcé€, uTo 5 ckasan — yucTas npaspaal

YBumeB cephE3HOE U IEJIEYCTPEMIIEHHOE BhIpaXkeHue Ha nulle Taliku, Prucall He cymena cepXkaTh
YIIBIOKH.

— MHe BCé eé HyxkHO mobmaromaputh Te0s 3a CeHCyl, — CKa3ana OHa. — biaromgaps tebe, Kormga
IPUOET OCeHHEe PABHOOEHCTBHE, I CYMEIO CIIYCTUTLCS C TOPHI 6e3 IpobieMm.

— COyCTHUTBCS C TOPHL... — OIIEJIOMJIEHHO OBTOPUIT TaliKu.

«IToyeMy ero 3T0 Tak yOouBJsgeT?» — noayMmasia Pucau. — «9To Bedb BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO U
00BIIEeHHO.

Pucaii c7102kHO OBIIIO IEePenyTaTh C HbECOH, XKUBIIUMHU Ha rope Xoy. OHa He IpUHA/IeXkKaaa 3TOMY
MecTy. Crenyioumi geHb AHKOY CIIy9UTCS Ha OCEHHEe PaBHOOEHCTBHE, U TOTIa OTKPOIOTCST BOPOTa



Peticos, PacCIojioZKeHHBIE Ha IOT0-BOCTOYHOU CTOpPOHE XKenroro MODP.

[TocuuTaB guu, TaWKu MOHSII, YTO OO0 OTORITHS Prcai 0CTaBasOCh MPUMEPHO [IBE HEeleIu. ITO
3HAQYHJIO, YTO...

Taliku BBIIIEN U3 TaJlaTKKU Pucail, ¥ MOOPE 1Mo jarepio, B0 OTBeYas Ha MPHUBETCTBUS ITPOXOKUX.
BHe3amHO, OH OCTAHOBUJICS.

— YT0-TO CNIy4YUunocs?

Ha nneuyu Talikut OMyCTUITUCH YbH-TO PYKU. DTO IIPUBETIO €T0 B YyBCTBa. OGEPHYBINKCE, OH IIOHST,
4TO 9T0 OBIM pyKu 'éco. Cymst mo BceMy, HOTH caM¥ CO60¥ ITOHECITH eTo0 10 MPUBEIYHOMY MapIIPyTy,
1 OH noOpén o nanatku ['€co, jaxe He 3aAyMBIBasiCh 00 3TOM.

— A, aTo BB, TocmiopuH '€co... — Taiiku, onpeneneHHo, o0pagoBajcs ToMy, 9YTo ['éco Jo cux mop OBIn
3mech. Ho Korga oH myMast o TOM, YTO CKOPO ¥ OH, ¥ Pucail MOKUHYT ropy X0y, eMy CTaHOBHJIOCh
TIJI0XO.

[ToH$B, 9YTO OH CMOTPHUT B OOHY TOUKY HEBUASIIMM B3TJIAA0M, TallKi CMYTHIICS ¥ BEIMy4YEHHO
yneiOHyncsa. OpHako, Koraa Taiku yBuges, 94To ['éco OB 0fleT B CBOIO YEPHYIO OPOHIO, OH
03aflaueHHo MofHsI OpoBb. Korpa oHM BIEPBEIE BCTPETUITUCE, ['€Co ORI OeT TOYHO Tak xke. M Korma
OHU OTIIPABJISINCH HA OXOTY 3a CyTy, Ha HEM OBIJIO TO Ke 00MyHIUPOBaHUE.

— Twl B mopsimke? — crpocun I'éco.

— Ara...

— Yro cnyuyunoch? Thl KaKOW-TO Yepecuyyp CepPhE3HBIN.

— 4 npocto gymarw... — TalKu B30OXHYJI. — 10 OCEHHero paBHONEHCTBUS OCTalIOCh BEb MEHbIIle
MecqIa. ..

— Vke mopa cIyckKaThCsi C TOPHI, — KUBHYJ ['€co. — Te U3 MOUX TOBApHUIIEH, KTO HE YBEPEH B CBOUX
00€eBHIX HABHIKAX, YK€ YyTOBAPUBAIOT MEHST HA3HAYMUTH ATy OTOLITHS.



— IIpaBpa? — Tatiku okuHYI ['€co B3TNSAOM. — A IT04YeMy BEL OfI€TH B OPOHIO?

— A, 9T0... — He foroBopus, ['éco omycTusncs nepeq Talkyd Ha OMHO KOJEHO. — THl BOBpeMsi, TallKu.
4 nmaHUpoBan OTORITE C MUHYTH Ha MUHYTY.

— A? — Taiiku HemoHUMaloIe mocMoTpen Ha I'éco. CroBa ['éco mopa3uiu ero g0 ryOuHE TYIIH.
Taiiku pe3ko mobegHert.

— 41 cobuparncs mouTH MomnpoInarkes ¢ Pucait, — mo6aBun I'éco.

— BEL... CKOpO... ye3xkaeTe?

— Ara, — I'eco ycmexHyncsi. — Ha oOpaTHOM IyTH 51 XOTeJl CHOBa IOKCKaTh Cyry. MHOTHEe TOBOPHUIIH,
YTO XOTSIT OTIIPABUTHCS CO MHOM... { YK oyMasi, 4To MHe He yAacTcs ¢ TOOOM MOMPOIIaThCs — BPeEMS
He XOET. 4 paf, 4TO MHE II0BE3JI0 BCTPETUTHCS C TOOOH.

OrnsgpeBmmch, TallKu MOHSJ, YTO anaTka ['éco ucyesna. CToaOUK, K KOTOPOMY OBIJT IPHUBSI3aH €ro
KUM310, TOXKe IIpomall.

— A... mouemy ceryac?

— B 3TOT pa3 ¢ HaMu moedyT nommaax. Ecoiu MBI He OTIIpaBUMCS ceiuac, To, 6010Ch, ME He ycIieeM
nobpatbces mo 2KENTOro MOps K HOYM.

— Ho... Pa3Be HOubIO B 2KENTOM MOpe He OIMacHOo?

— Iuém cyry cnst, — ycMexnyincs ['éco. — [103ToMy, eciii MBIl XOTUM MTOMMATh CYTy, HaM HYKHO
OTIIPABUTHCS TyHa HOUBIO.

3aiyMaBIIKCh O BCEX OMACHOCTSX MOA00HOM aBaHTIOPH], TalKy MIPHUIIET K MBICIH, YTO ['€co OBIN
OTILITHBIM OXOTHUKOM Ha CYT'y — OH y2Ke HeCKOJIbKO pa3 Ipre3xai B 2KeaToe Mope, 1 B pe3yJibTaTe
cymen noimMaTh cebe Kerro.

— 3HaYuUT... BBl BEPHETECH Ha CIEYIOUMN NeHb AHKOY?

— Ecnu He cyMmelo moimMath Cyry Ha 06paTHOM IIyTH — BO3MOXKHO...

— A BHI, CITy4aliHO, He cOOMpaeTech 3arIsiHyTh Ha Topy X0y? — Bhilanaui TallKy, TOHUMas, 4To He
MOZKeT JiepKaTh 3TOT BOIIPOC B cebe.

— Her, moTomy 4To Ha ropy Xoy MOXKHO B30WTHU JIUIIIL OOUH pa3 B rofl, — ynuIOHYNCS ['€co, rasms Ha



Tauku., — Ila 1 moTOM, MHE BEMlb HY2KHO YJIO2KUTBCA B OOWH OTE€HBb AHKOY

Boree 4€TKOT0 ¥ OMHO3HAYHOTO OTBETa M OBITh He MOry0. Jaxe ¢ KeliTo, netaBimmuM ObICTPeEe BETPA,
HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO IPEOMOIETh IyTh OT OKpauH 2KENTOro Mopsi 0 TOPH X0y BCEro 3a fieHb. A Befb
elre Heo0X0guMO OBIJIO YCIIeTh BEPHYTHCA 00paTHO.

— T'ocmopgus I'éco... Tak Kak BeI TeHepaa KOPOJIEBCKOW apMHUHU... MH Be[lb €I1€ BCTPETUMCSI, BEPHO?
— BBIMY4Y€HHO yJIBIOHYBIINUCH, TPOU3HEC TalKH.

— Iymalo, HeT, — ropbKO ycMexHymcs ['éco.

— Ho?..

— §1 He IAHUPYIO BO3BpAIIATHCS B KOPOJIEBCKYIO apMuto. {1 co0Mpaioch IofaTh B OTCTaBKY, U
IIOKUHYTH KOPOJIEBCTBO Tail.

— [Touemy? — TaliKi HEOCO3HAHHO CXKaJl PYKU B KYJIaKH.
y y y

— MHade s OIPOCTY He CyMel0 CIIPAaBUTHCS C 3TUM ITO30POM.

Taiiku mmMpoko pacnaxuyn ria3a. Ho, o6gymMaB 3Tu €10Ba, OH PACCTPOEHO OIIYCTHU TOJIOBY.

— ¢ He x0Ten BUHUTD Tebst, — mpomoixkui I'éco. — IIpocTo... MHe KaxkeTcs, UTO Y MeHsI HUKOTIa 1
He OBIJI0O Ka4eCTB, MIPUCYIIUX ITIPABUTETIO.

— Ho...

— He 6ecmokotics. [I71s1 4yenoBeKa Bpoje MeHs MUP IIOJI0OH BO3MOXKHOCTeH. Bcerpa HaupeTcs
KOPOJIEBCTBO, KOTOPOMY HY2KHBI MOHY YCIIyTH. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 5 K€ BOMH. £ He CMOTY IIPOCTO B3STh
Y IIePey4YUuThCS Ha KyTIia.

— 3HayuT... MBI 00JIbIIIE HUKOTHA He BCTPeTUMCs? — TallKu IOIHS TOJI0BY M IIOCMOTpe Ha ['éco.

— Borocs, uto HeT, — ['éco cHoBa yirIGHYCS. Kasanock, 6yaTo paccTaBanue ¢ TallKu HUCKOJIBKO He
nevanuio ero. Ecnu 6b Taliku cIlam ¥ He HAaTKHYJICS HA HETo, ['€co, MOMKHO OBITh, yIen Obl, maxe
He TIOMPOINABIINCH C HUM.

— JlaXXe ecyu BHL XOTHTE TIOOXOTUTHCS Ha CYTy... E1lé Beib eCTh BpeMs 00 OCEHHET0
PaBHOMNEHCTBUS... — TalKy YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €My He yAacTcs yoemuTh I'€co, KOTOPHIM IIPOmoIKall
yNbI6AThCS.



— 41 He Mory no3BonuThL cebe momoO6HOe, — oTBeTUs ['€co. — 4 Benw He OblT M30paH, TaK YTO ¥ MEHS
HeT MpaBa 0eCCTHIKEe OITUBATHCS Ha Tope Xoy. f He X04y, YTOOHI JII0IU CUUTAIH, YTO S KaKIY
BJIACTH, ¥ IIOTOMY He XO4Y YXOAUTh C TOPHI, — C STUMHU CJIOBaMU ['€CO IPOTSAHYI PYKY U MOTpenanl
Taiiku 1o ronoBe. — He paccTpauBaiicsi Tak. Thl HaBepHsIKa HaWJEIIb KOT'0-TO, KTO OyOeT Jydlie
MeHs. Haila BcTpeyda, o KpaliHel Mepe, Hayuuia MeHs CKPOMHOCTH.

I'éco paccmesincs, Ho Taliku He MOT JakKe BHIIABUTh U3 ce0s yiaei0Ku. BHE3aIHO, KTO-TO OKJIHKHYI
['éco, u OH B OTBET MOJHSJ PYKY, IIOMaxaJjl I03BaBIIEMY €T0 YeJI0BEKY, ITOCTIe Yero MOKIOHUIICS
Tanku.

— 4 moupy, momnpoiaick ¢ Pucai.

— Xoporto...

Bckope I'éco BepHycs. Bcé 310 BpeMms Taliku CTOSITT HA TOM XKe CaMOM MECTe, CJIOBHO OBl OH ITPUPOC
K 3eMJIe.

— Beperu cebs, — cka3an emy ['éco, HanpaBnasach K Kelito. — 2Kemnaio Tebe HONATON U CYaCTINBOM
JKM3HHU, PAaBHO KaK ¥ IIPOIIBETAHUS TBOEMY KOPOJIEBCTBY.

910 OBlnH cnoBa npomtanusi. CTouT Taiku KUBHYThL — U ['€CO BO3BMET ITOBObLS U YelleT, U OHU
HuKorga 0osbiie He yBUAATCS. [lake B ero BooOpaxkKeHUH, 3Ta ClieHa MpUYrHsIIa Talku
HeBBIHOCUMYIO 0071b. OJHAKO OH HUKaK He MOT OCTAHOBUTH ['€co.

3aKOHYUB NIPOIIATLCA CO BceMU, ['éCo HampaBUJICS K BEIXOAY U3 j1areps. TalKyd CMOTPETI eMy B CIIAHY.
OH Hapgesncs, 4yTo ['éco xoTs 661 06ePHETCS, ¥ MOCMOTPUT Ha HETro, XOTh U IIOHUMaJI, YTO OH He
cmenaet aToro. bynp Ha ero Mecte Pucali, oOHa HaBepHsKa 3afiepxkaiachk Obl pagy HEro, XoTs Obl Ha
IIEeHEK, a MOXKeT OBITH U 10 caMoro mnocjaegHero MomeHTa. Ho 'éco HuKoraa He cTas Ol IenaTh 4ero-
TO IIOOOOHOTO.

Cnytauku '€co, oguH 3a OPyrUM MOMIPOIIABIIUCE ¢ TalKu, MPUHSAKACH B30MPAThCS Ha CBOUX €3[00BHIX
TTUTOMIIEB U OTIIPABIIATLCS ciiefoM 3a I'éco. Cam ke I'éco Tak HU pa3y U He OTJITHYJICS — OH eXa
BIIEPEN YBEPEHHO, B €T0 (GUType He OIIYNIATIOCh HA TeHW COMHEHHS.

B3oma nyHa.



JIyHHBIH CBET TPOOUBAJICS Yepe3 3aHAaBECKU U Mafajl Ha KPOBaTh.

['éco u ero moau, OOIKHO OBITE, Y2Ke ObUIH Y IOTHOXKHUS TOphl X0Y.

Bymet nmu ux HOuéBKa omacHou? My ke oHM OyOyT TOHSATHCS 3a CYTy BCIO HOYb, ¥ PA300bI0T JIarephb
OmuKe K paccBeTy?

— He cniutca? — nouHTepecoBanack Cancu. TallKu 0CO3HAJI, YTO BCE 9TO BpEMS €T0 pykKa
HEOCO3HaAHHO T'JIafinjia €€ MeX.

— T'ocnioxxa Pucayi Befib 3aiepKUTCS 3[4€Ch IIOA0JIbIIE, BEPHO?

— HasgepHoe...

Taliky HUKaK He MOT IIPUBECTH MBIC/IHM B IOPSAOK. [IpOBOPOYaBIINCH HEKOTOPOE BPEMS B IIOCTENTH, OH
TIOHSIJI, YTO HE MOXKeT 60Jjiee 3TOro BHIHOCUTH, U BCTAJ.

— 4 xoten OBl MPOTYAATLCA... MOKHO?

— TebOe Henb3s B 2KEnTOE MOpPE HOYBIO.

CaHcH CITOBHO IIPOYHXTAJIa €ro MBICJIN. Tanku OIIYCTHIJI TOJIOBY.

— 3Hayur... [lobupaThcs Tyna 6ymeT MOBOJIBHO OTacHO, fa?

— CKopee Bcero.

B03MO0XKHO, OHU BCTPETUIH OBl €Ma, 110 CUJIE CPABHUMOTI'O C TOTely. TalKu CIIBIIIall, YT0 MHOKECTBO
JI0fEeY paccTasioch ¢ KU3HBIO Ha IOpoTrax, Ipojerasiux yepes 2Kénroe Mope. He ToBopst yke 0 TOM,
yTo rpynna ['éco Ovlna 4OBOIBHO HEOOIBILIOHN.

— TI'opan?

— Cnymaio, — pasgascs rojioc u3-mom KposaTtu. ['omoc ['opaHa ObIT HU3KUM U TTyOOKUM. [ToHa4yamy
OH BHITJISIAENT KaK MaJieHbKast co0ayka, HO B ITOC/IeqHEee BPeMs IIpeBpaliacs B KPYMHYIO KPacHY0
cobaKy, BUM KOTOPOH He 0c000-TO HpaBuiics Talku.

— T'opas, He Mor OBl TH IPOBOIUTH TocmoguHa ['€co mo BopoT Peiicon? f xouy, 4yToOH OH moOpancs
Tyna 6e3 mpobiem.



— He mory, — yBepeHHO oTBeTus ['opaH. — 4 He Mory MOKUHYTH Teb6s1, Talku.

— Jlaxe ecny S IOIpoILy?

— Ceftyac TBos 6€30IIaCHOCTD [7I51 MeHS BaxkHee uero-nubo emé. K romy ke, [éco — He KOPOJIb.

Hy BoT onsith. Taliku pa3mocaioBaHO IPUKYCUII Ty0y.

OcTtaHoBuUTh ['€CO, BepHYTH €r0 00paTHO, UK XOTS ObI yOEAUTHCS, 4TO OH H0OEPETCSI IO BOPOT B
IIeJIOCTU ¥ COXPaHHOCTU — TallKu He CyMeJ IPEeYCHeTh HU B YeM U3 IepedrCIeHHOTO.

Bcé moTomy, uTo ['€co He GBI KOPOIEM.

[Toyemy ero o cux IOp He IIOCETUNIO OTKpoBeHKEe? KakuM OHO BOOOIIE [TOTTKHO OBITH?

Taiiku cTanmo HaCTOJIBKO TPYCTHO, UTO Ha €ro rja3ax HaBepPHYJIUCH CJIE3H. B ero ronoBy Hayanu 1e3Th
HEIPOLIEHHbBIe MBICIIA, OT KOTOPHIX TallK¥ UCIIYTaHHO CTIOTHYII.

«O TakKOM Be[ib... 3HAET TONBKO KupuH.»

Taiiku PacCIIaxXHyJI I'lia3a, II0CJIe 9ero B CTPpaxe 3a2KMYPHUII UX. Ero cepaue OeleHO KOJIOTHUIIOC.

«Hy nmouemy Bc€ 00epHYIOCE UMEHHO TaK?»

Taliku nHTEpecoBaso, oueMy paccTaBanue ¢ [€co IpUHOCUIIO eMy TaKyo 0071b. I3Ha4aIbHO eMy
HpaBusiach Pucaii, u oH xoTen Obl, YTOOBI KOPOJIEBOY CTana UMeHHO oHa. Ho celtuac, korpma Pucait
rotoBa Oblyia TOXKe yiTH C Tophl X0y, 3TO TOYEMY-TO He BEI3BIBAJIO V TallKu TAaKOTO XK€ BCIIJIeCKa
TPYCTH.

OH TUXOHBKO BBIﬁpaJ'ICH 13 nocTtenu. Bcé PaBHO TO THeTYyIIee 9yBCTBO, KOTOPO€ OH HCIIBITHIBAJI,
HHUCKOJIBKO Heé OTCTYIIAJIO, II0OKa OH JIEZKaAJl U IIBITAJICA 3daCHYTh.

— Tauku...

—4d IIPOCTO X04y MPOTryIAThECSA, — He IIepeoJeBasaCh U3 ITN2KaMbI, OH BHIIIE]I U3 OBOPIa U IIOHYPO
HaIlpaBUJICA BHU3 110 KAMEHHBIM CTYII€HbBKaM.

Brina nuink ogHa [opora, Bedylras K MomHOoXKuI0 ropkl Xoy. Ho Ha Bxome B 2KEnToe Mope OHa
pasmensiack Ha 6ecYnCIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO TPOIIMHOK U 0TBeTBNIeHuH. K ToMy ke, I'éco coOupancs
OXOTHUTBHCS, TAK YTO BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, YTO OH MOT CBEPHYTh Ha KaKyloo-HUOYOb U3 HUX. HaliTu ero B
2KéntoM Mope OBbIJIO MPAaKTUYECKH HEBO3MOXKHO.



ITpeonomes omacHOCTH 2KEITOr0 MOpPSsI, OH HOOEPETCS MO OOHUX K3 YETHIPEX BOPOT, ITOCIIE Yero
nokuHeT ropsl KoHro B geHb AHKOy. Korma 910 cinyuutcs, Taiiku 00ybIlle He CMOXKET C HUM
BCTPETHUTHCS.

Bepnysmuch B Tali, [€co 0TKaxkeTCs OT 3BaHUS U JOKHOCTH B KOPOJIEBCKOW apMUH, II0CJIe YeTro
ITOKKMHET KOPOJIeBCTBO. B utore Taliku faxke He CMOXKET Y3HaTh, TAe OH, ¥ YTO C HUM.

ITOro yxe He U3MEHUTb.

Tatiku He BrIOpan ['€co, m03TOMy OH cOOUpaeTCs IOKUHYTh CBOE KOPOJIEBCTBO. BIIOJIHE BEPOSITHO, YTO
B ry1a3ax ['éco Tatiku OvUT Bcero nuilh 6eCrone3HEIM fecaTuneTHUM pe6eénkoM. HYemosek Bpofe ['éco,
He OOSIIHMICS TOTO, YTO XKAET €Tr0 BIepeny, HUKOTa CHU30HMIET 0 KOT0-TO Bpome Taliku, U He
CTaHeT TPATUTh Ha HEro CBOE BPeMSI.

C teMm Xxe YCIIeXOM MO2KHO OBIITO CHUTATh, YTO CMEPTH PA3JIyUHUJIa UX.

C Kaxmo¥ ceKyHmo# ['€co yxomui oT ropsl X0y BCE HajIbllle U [ajbllle, ¥ BOCIIOMUHaHUSI 0 Taliku
yIIeTy4HUBaIuCh U3 ero TonoBh. CBsA3b MeXAy HUMU CTaHOBUJIAch BCE crabee. [Tocre Toro, Kak
BOpoTa PeliCOH OTKPOIOTCS M 3aKPOIOTCS, 9Ta CBsA3b, 6€3 COMHeHUs, OyoeT pa3opBaHa.

TalK1 0CTaHOBUJICS.

— Taviku!

CaHcH yBufena, Kak TaliKu, 0o 9TOT0 MOI4a CHAEBIINI C OMYIIeHHOM r0JI0BOM, BHE3AITHO IOTHSIIICS.
OHa MOCIIENTHO PACKUHYTIa PYKU U 0OHSIIa ero.

— He yxogu! Hous...

Houb meiicTBUTENbHO Obl/Ta HECPaBHUMA C JHeM. He roBops y2Ke 0 TOM, 4TO cefiyac OBIJIO yKe OUYeHb
IIO3MHO — HACTYIaJIo KaK pa3 TO BpeMs, KOTfla paCIpoCTpaHsaiach SHeprus muku. U3-3a aToro, éMa
CTAHOBUJINCE elé 001ee akKTUBHLIMH.

— Hert! Tanxku!..



Tatiku cTpsixHyn ¢ cebs pyku Cancu. OH IPOCTO HE MOT 3TOTO BEIHECTH. [Ipy MBICIH, YTO y HETO
HUKOTHA He OymeT Apyroi BO3MOXKHOCTH CHOBA YBUIETh I'€CO, B ero Ayle HaYWHAJIO MyJIbCHPOBATh
HeOOBSICHUMOE BOJIHEHUE.

— Yro cnyuunocs, Cancu? — Exka BHITJISIHYJIa U3 ABopLa PoCoH, XKenas yBUAETh, YTO IPOUCXOTUT
cHapyxu. [To3agu EKu CTOSITO HECKOJIbKO HEECIH, ¥ BCE OHU C COMHEHMEM CMOTPENH Ha HUX B
0XKUNAHUN UX OaJIbHEHIINX OeHCTBUH.

Taliku mpeKpacHO IIOHUMaJI, YTO Kyfa Okl OH HU y0exaJs, Hbe€CcaH, CaHcu u ['opaH HaBepHSIKa
TIOTTHITAIOTCST OCTAHOBUTH €r0. OIHAKO eMy BCE pPaBHO HYKHO OBIJIO CHENATh 3TO.

CaHcu IIPHITHYJIa ¥ IPU3EeMIIATIACh Ieper yOoeratomuM pebeHkoM. OHa HU B KOEM CJIydyae He Morja
1103BOJIUTD Taliku yiuTH B 2KENITOE MOpEe HOYBIO.

M3-3a TpaBM Pucail, a TakKe 13-3a KpOBOXKAAHOM HAaTypH ['opaHa, Taliku KaKoe-TO BPeMs IIPOBEN B
riy6okoM cHe. OH C TPYZOM BOCCTAHOBUJI CBOU CHUJIBI, HO B IIOCTIEJHEE BPEMS y2Ke MOT YBEPEHHO
XO[IUTh ¥ 3aHUMAThCA Pa3IMYHBIME feflamMu. Ho cum eMy BCE paBHO HefjocTaBajo. BCTpeTs OH €éMa
cerdyac — ¥ OH HaBepHsSKa He CyMeeT ITONYUHUTD €To0.

Korpma KupuH cnab, ero mupeu Toxe cnabeior. CBs3b u Cancu, u ['opana ¢ Taliku yxe Oblna
Hepa3peBHOM. Ecniu Tallku CTONKHETCS C MEJIKMM €Ma, BCE OyHeT B MOPsIIKe, HO eCId 3TO OymeT KTo-
TO, IOX0XKHUY Ha ['OpaHa — CIacTUCh OT HEro He yHacTCH.

I'IYBCTBy'F{ PeunMoOCTE, CaHcu cxBaTHIa GGTYH.IGI"O Tauku 3a PYKY, 4 IIOIIBITAJIaCh €r0 OCTAHOBUTL.

— Tauiku! — BOCKNKMKHYya OHa. Ho Ha ynuBIeHue, OH JIETKO IIPEOf0JieNl BCe €€ MOMbITKH.

CaHcH TIPBHITHYJIA BCJIEN 3a HUM, 03aflaueHHO T Ha cBou pyku. OHa Oblla yBepeHa, 4To moiMarna
ero.

HecMoTpst Ha HEKOTOPYIO 03ala4€HHOCTD, OHA Cpa3y XkKe NPeANpUHsIa elle OfHY IONLITKY CXBAaTUTh
Tatiku. Ho 3Ta mombiTKa TakKe He yBeHYanach yCexoM. TalkKy BCEero JUIIb 0eCIOpAm0YHO yoeran u
IIBITAJICS CIPATATHCA OT Hee. [IoueMy OHa He MOTJIa CXBaTUTh €0, Jaxe Ipujaras K 3ToMy BCe
ycumnus?

«[IpsiMO KaK B PO pa3!» — BHe3amHO BCrioMHMIa CaHCH, IIUPOKO PacClaxHyB Tias3a.

OmrymieHre GBIJIO TOYHO TAKOe XKe, KaK ¥ Toraa, Korma Tadiku npupydan ['opana. Kak 6yaTo KTO-TO
ee MPOKJISIL.

OHa He MoOrJa ygep¥XaTb €T0, CKOJIbKO OBl HU IIBITa/Iach.



[Touemy?

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO €Tr0 CIIOCOOHOCTH IIOCTEIIEHHO OTKPHIBAIUCh eMy, TallKu BCE el ObIn
MaJIeHbKUM U cl1abriM KupuroMm.

— lopan! — BocknukHyna CaHCHU. YCTIbIIIIaB €€ rojIoC, YyAOBUINE BEICKOUMIIO U3 TEHU CKaJlbl
Iperpaguio nyTe Tauku.

HuKTO He TOHSJI, YTO 3a Marui0 UCI0Ib30Bajl TaK¥, HO OH BHE3AITHO ITOMEHSIJICS MECTAMHU C
['opaHoM, MelaBIIUM eMy MpoiTu. CaHCH CHOBA MPHITHYJIA U IPU3EMINIIach epes MaJlbuyuKoM, HO
KaK TOJIbKO OHa IIPUTOTOBUJIACH OCTAHOBUTH €T0, OH YBEPHYJICA. Eif mOUTH yoamoch CXBaTUTh €T0 3a
3amsCThe, HO OH TYT Xe CTPSAXHYI e€ pyKy. OnHako Bckope CaHCH yOoanoch YXBaTUTHCS 3@ BOPOT €0
IMKaMEHl.

— IMoxanyi#icra, Tatiku! Hous... — He ycrnena CaHCH 3aKOHYHUTD, KaK HbECOH, MpubexkaBIirie Ha
IIIyM, CHHXPOHHO axHYJIU.

[TukaMma, 3a KOTOPYIO fepxkasack CaHCH, BHE3AITHO CTaja JIETKOM, U CBOOOOHO TOBKCIIa B €€ PYyKe.

— Ax... — CaHcu HEeBOJIbHO BCKPUKHYJIA OT YIUBJIEHUS U YCIIbIIIAJIA, KaK HhECIH MT03agu U3hajlu
TI0X0KMe 3BYKHU. [IpocienuBs, Kyma OHU CMOTPST, OHA IIOJHSIA TOJIOBY.

3anmuThie TYHHBIM CBETOM, CKAJlbl Ka3aiCh YePHBEIME, CJIOBHO COTKAHHBIMY U3 TeHU. Haj CKaTUCTHIM
xpe6ToM, YETKO pPa3TMYMMbIM BIalieKe, BUIHENACh cepebpuctas purypa. 3To ObLIO CHUSBILIEE
cepe6poM KUBOTHOE, CKaKaBIlee MIPSIMO 110 HOYHOMY HeOy.

— Tauku...

Ero kopoTkas rpuBa Oblyia IIBeTa CTaau. YepHas IIepCTh Ha €ro CIuHe IepesuBaiach IBeTaMu
cepebpa U CIIIOIbI, @ €ero roJIoBa U KOIILITa OBIIA YTONbHO-uepHEIMU. 3 ero n6a poc KOPOTKUiA
JKeMYYKHBIN POT.

«41 momKHa moTrHaTh ero».

CaHcu Kpenko CKuMasa B pyke nuxamy Tauku.

OmHako, B 9TOM Mupe ObIJIO He HAWTHU CYyIIeCTBa, CIOCOOHOTO MOrHATh KupuHa Ha IOJTHOM CKAaKy.



Bce muicnu Taliku ObLIYA 3aHATEL OETroM.

M306exkaB CTOMKHOBEHUS ¢ ['opaHOM, 1 CTPSIXHYB ¢ cebs pyKy CaHcH, oH mobexkaJsi, 1 BHE3AITHO
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €TI0 TeJIO CTao jierde. M3-3a 9Toro oH Havyan 6exaTh BCE GEICTpee u GHICTpE..
Korma oH 0co3Has, 4TO IPOUCXOOUT, OH yKe CKaKall IIPSIMO 110 BO3AYXY.

CrenaB HECKOJIBKO 1IaroB, TalKu 0Co3HaJ, 4TO mpeBpaTuics B Kupuna. OTNSHYBIIKUCH, OH YBUAET
nBopel] PocaH maneko BHU3Y.

Taiiku He yyBCTBOBaJ HU 0601, HU guckoMdopTa. OH AyMar JUllb 0 TOM, 4YTOOH 6exkaTh BIEPE].
Horu camu Hecnu ero HaBCTpeUy Iefu.

Bcero 3a HECKOJIBKO CKAYKOB OH foOpasics [o fABoplia X0To. B marepe naJoMHUKOB FOPeiy OTHHY,
BUIHEBIIKECS aXKe U3gajeka.

[IepBEIM €ro 3aMeTuI Cyry.

T'éco ¢ moOOIEITCTBOM ITPOCIIENU 3a B3TJIIIOM CBoero nutomiia. OH coOuparcs: BOCIOIb30BaThCS
SIPKOM JIYHOM, ¥ OTIIPABUTLCS HA O0XOTY, HO BAPYT 3aMep, He YCIeB Jaxe 3aKPenuTh Cefo.

— Yt0 9TO TaM?

Cyry mOmHSII TOJIOBY, Brismescs B He00 U M3[all HU3KUM, TOPJIOBOM 3BYK. [ToHavany ['éco pemu,
YTO Ha HUX Halald €Ma, OMHAKO CYTy BOBCE He BHITJISIAE 00€CIIOKOEHHBIM,

CormrypuBuce, I'€co mocmoTpen B He00, ¥ BCKOPe TOHSII, YTO YBUET €T0 MUTOMEL]. M3SIIHbIi 3Bepb,
03apPEHHBIN JIYHHBIM CBETOM, CKaKaJl 110 HeOy, SSBHO HAIIPaBIISIsCh B UX CTOPOHY.

«Yépunit Kupun!» — xoTen ObIJI0 BOCKIUKHYTH ['€CO, HO YYBCTBO, He IMOKUAABIIEE €TI0 BCE 3TO
BpeMsi, BHOBB J1asio 0 ce0e 3HaTh. OH MOKUHYI JTareph TaK PaHO M3-3a HETO — OH He MOT IT03BOJIUTh
CBOEM MPUBSI3aHHOCTH K Tallku PYKOBOOUTH €r0 OeWCTBUSIMHU.

Te U3 ero CyTHUKOB, KTO €II€ He CIIajl, IIOTHSIN TOJI0BH K HeOy U C TI000IBITCTBOM Pa3TsbIBajIl
neTeBIIee 1Mo HeOy cymiecTBo. ONUH 3a APYTMM Hadalau pa3faBaThCs YOUBIEHHBIE BO3TIIACHL.

CusiBIIMHI B HOYU XBOCT KMpHHA HAallOMUHAJ CBOMM BUIOM 006J1aKO CBETIISTYKOB. [IpH3eMIUBIIKCE Ha
CKaJy, C KOTOPOH Jarephb XOPOII0 IPoCMaTpuBacs, Kupun 3amep.



Jlarepsb pacmonarascsi B HU3MHe, OKPyKeHHOU KaMHSIMM U KycTaMu. Cpefu majaToK U Jiollagen
CTOSINIY JIFOOM, 3aBOPOKEHO CMOTPEBIINE BBEPX, OCBeIllaeMble CBETOM JIYHH U (haKeJIioB.

— KupwuH... Kakoe BenuuecTBeHHOE 3penuiile, — ['€co MepBLIM HapyIIWI MOT4aHue. YIIbIOHYBIIKCS,
OH IIOJIOKUJI CedJI0 Ha 3eMio. — UYTo Takoe, Taiku? 2Kenaemrb TUYHO IPOBOAUTH HAC?

[TocoMHeBaBIINCh HEMHOTO, TalKu BCE XK€ PeIInsl CITyCTUThCS BHKU3. OH 4yBCTBOBA ce0sl Tak,
CJI0BHO OFHI 1lIeJT Ha IPECTYIIEHNUE.

— CMOTpIO, THl HAY4HUJICS IIPeBpaniaThCs. I103mpaBsio! ITo BeluKas YeCTh — YBUNETh CTOIb
mpekpacHoe 3penwuiie. Eciu Ovl 51 He 3HAJ 3apaHee — s ObI He y3HaI Te0s1 B TaKOM BUE.

Taliku He UMeJl BOSMOKHOCTH OTBETUTh eMy.

— Ilyckai y Te0s1 ecTh Mpel, HO MHE KaXeTcsi, 3To ObUI0 HeMHOTO Ge3paccynHo. Jlyurie O Tebe
IIOCKOpPee BEPHYTHCS BO OBOPEL], — C 3TUMHM CJI0BaMH ['€Co MoJoIien K CBOMM CyMKaM, [OCTajl OTTyha
XasaT ¥ HaKUHYNA ero Ha TaWku. — WK 3Ke TH MIPHUIIET KO MHE C KaKOK-TO I1eJIbI0?

BepHyBuImch B uenoBeyeckoe o6auybe, TalKu IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0 TEJIO CHOBA CTAJIO TSIXKEJIee.
Ha ynouBneHnue, oH CyMesl CMEHUTH 00JIMK 0e3 KaKuX-1u00 yCUIUH, IPOCTO 1oxkesas 93Toro. OH Tak [0
CHX TIOP ¥ He TIOHWMAJI, KaK OH 3TO fiefall. Y Hero mpocTo... IOIy4aioch.

Taliku MOOHSN B3T/IAA Ha ['€Cco ¥ yBUOET TEIJIOTY B €ro rila3ax. Temneps yKe HUUEro B o0nuke I'éco
He BHI3bIBa/IO B TallKy HU MaJleMIlIero cTpaxa.

Crpax ObIJT BHYTPU HET'0 caMoro. []efiCTBUTENIBHO 1M OH OTAaBas cebe OTUET B TOM, UTO cobupacs
chenarn?

— T'ocmogus I'éco... — npousnec TauKku.

«Ho Bemb 0TKpOBeHUS He ObLIO...» — IMYJILCUPOBaia MBICTH B €ro rojoBe. OOHaKO, OH He MOT
IPUAyMaTh HUYero ayyire. TalKy OmyCcTUICS Ha KojieHu nepefn ['€co, 1 TOT YAUBIEHHO PaCHaxHy
riasa.

— Tanku?..

Taiiku omycTHII ToJTOBY K 3emiie. OH JTexXkaJl, pacIlacTaBIIMCh mepen ['éco, CIIoBHO cobuparcs
TIOIIPOCHUTH Y HETO MPOIIEeHHUS.

— 4 KnISHYCh HUKOTIa He OCTABJISITh MECTa Y TBOETO TPOHA... f 3aBepsiio Te0sT B BEYHOM BEPHOCTH. ..
— oH Hapyumn Bomio Hebec, oH npepan HbECIH, OyAYILIET0 IPaBUTENs, BCeX. — [IpUMU MOIO KJIATBY.



«Kaxk s MOT COBEPIIUTD YTO-TO MOAo0HOe?» — momyMast Tauku.

['éco momuan. YyBcTBys Ha cebe ero B3rjsy, Tallku 3aTaul JbIXaHUe.

[ToBopauuBaTh 0OpPaTHO OBINIO yKe 1Mo3aHO. Korma aTa MbIC/Ib IoceTuna Tallku, Haf HUM pa3dalics
CIIOKOMHEIH T'0JI0C:

—4d IIPpUHKUMAIO0 TBOIO KJISATBY.

Temneps ero crioBa ObLIO y2Ke He 0T03BaTh 06paTHO. Tallku JIUIIb OYCTUII TOJIOBY elle Huxe. Emy
OBLJIO TPYIHO MPOJOJIZKATh HAXOOUTHLCS B TAKOM II0JI0KEHUHU.

Bor sTo Hpe}IaTeHBCTBO! On Impenair BCeX, KTO 00U 1 3a00TUIICST 0 HEM BCE 3TO BpeMs, I1pegall CBOE
KOPOJIEBCTBO, €TI0 HAPOL. Haxe gns 'éco aTo OBLT BCETO JIUIIL 00MaH, OT KOTOpPOT'0 eMy Tellepb OBLITO
HUKYy[Oa HE OEeThCH.

Tatiku npuxarcs 16oM K canory ['éco. Bcé ero Teno mpoH3aso oulylieHre IPeCTyIHOCTI
npoucxopsmero. [lepen ero rimasamu Oblia UL TEMHOTA.

«41 xouy 3abpaTh CBOM CJI0Ba 00paTHO...»

«3TO BCE JTOXKB!» — 4yTh OBITIO He BHIKPUKHYN Taliku. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO BOT-BOT ITOTEPSIET
CO3HaHUeE, eMy C TPYIOM YAaBaloCh COEePKUBATE CJIE3HL.

I'éco momor Taiiku nMogHATHCSA. TallKu YOUBIEHHO ITOCMOTPEII Ha HeTo, ¥ ['éco yIeIOHYIICS eMy B
OTBeET.

— JlaBaii omycTUM (OPMabHOCTH... TauKu!

Taliku He 3HaJI, 4YTO €My CJIel0Bajo OTBeTUTh. OKpyKaBIlKe UX JIIOAU MPUILUIA B ABUXKEHNUE, OHU
CYETUIIUCH U YTO-TO BHIKPUKUBaNM. ['€co nmogusn Tallku Ha PYKU U MeIJIEHHO IIOBEPHYJICS Ha MECTE,
TI03BOJISISE BCeM yBUAETh uxX. OH BHITTISAEN TakK, 0yaTo KupuH y HEro Ha pyKax OBl IPeIMeTOM ero
BeNIMYaKuIe TOPaOCTH.

— Tlyckaii TH el MOJIOH, HO TH IPEKPACHO Pa30UpaeIlbCs B TIOAAX! — ¢ YIbIOKON CKa3all OH.

Taliku He MOT BEIHECTH €r0 B3TJIsAIa, II09TOMY OH OTBEJI I'/Ta3a B CTOPOHY, U 3aMETHUJI
npubnuxKaBiuIyocs K HuM CaHCH.
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