I'maBa 9.

— Tl'ocnopuu I'éco!

Taliku pa3nuyun BaaneKke Meplaloui 1 KoneOmouuics oroHéEK dhakena, HEYKIIOHHO
npuOIuKaBIINICS K HUM — Pucaii BMecTe ¢ XMEéHOM BO3Bpalllaiach ¢ pa3Benku. He60 Ha BOCTOKe
CTaHOBUJIOCH BCE CBETJIee U CBeTIIee.

— locnoguu ['éco, s OTHICKaa HeIOOaEKy IIOO03PUTENbHYIO Tellepy, — cooburuna Pucait, momoias
mobnuxe.

— a?

— OHa He[laIeKo 0TCIofia, PSOoM Cc 60JI0TOM. BOKpyT HEé MHOXKECTBO CIIefiOB, HO 51 He YBepeHa, UTo
OHU TIPUHAMJIEekKAT CyTy.

— 9TO UX JIOTOBO?

— Bo3MmoxHo.

— 3HAYUT, HaM CTOUT CXOOUTh U MMPOBEPUTH, — C ITUMHU cjioBaMu ['€éco B3oOpascs Ha KeiiTo, a Pucait
nopHsna TallKu ¥ ycafiiia ero Ha X#ueHa.

oOpaBIIuCh 0 HYKHOT'O0 MECTa, OHU YBUJIE/IH PacCIlenHy B CKaJle, CTOSIBIIIEN Y CAMOT0 Kpas
6onora, roe MyTHas 00JI0THas BOfa IJIaBHO IIepexofua B JUIKYI0 Irpsa3b. «beper» 6omoTa Bech
TIOPOC KaMBIIIIOM, B KOTOPOM BUHEJACh YETKAs Mpopexa, 0603HavaBIas 3BePUHYIO TPOILY.

XueH u KelTo Me[jIeHHO OBUHYINCH B CTOPOHY Ielepsl. BCKOpe cTanu BUOHEL ClIebl ZKUBOTHBIX,
pasnuyuuMble Jaxe B gpoxalneM cBete pakesoB. Crieibl YXOOUIN BriTyOb IEeIePHL.

['éco ocranoBun KeiTo, ¥ BHUMATEIFHO OCMOTPETN ciiefibl. CpaBHUB UX €O cregamu Keiito, o
IIPUIIIEN K BEIBOJY, UTO CYILIECTBO, OCTaBUBILEE UX, OBIIIO SBHO KPYIIHEE CYTY.

— IomxHO OBITH, 9TO He CYTY, — 3alyM4YuBO NIpou3Hecia Prcali, cennBasich U 3arisigbiBas BHYTPb
neniepbl. — Ho Torga, 4To 3To 3a CyIecTBo?

Bxop B metepy ObIJT OCTATOYHO BHICOKUM, YTOOH Pucail Moria mpoiTH BHYTPb He HAKIOHSSICh. ITO



MeiCTBUTELHO OBITIa CKOpee pacleNrHa, HeXenu meliepa — €€ 00pa30BhEIBaIM CKaJlkl, COUIENIHECs
BMECTE B XOJIe KaKOTO-TO TeKTOHMYECKOT0 IIPOIECCa, ¥ 9TOT eCTECTBEHHEIN TOHHEIIb YXOIU JaJIeKO B
TOJIIY CKaJIbHOW IOPOMAHL. BpoueM, pa3o0paTh, YTO HAXOOUIIOCh BHYTPH, HE MIPEACTABIISIIOCH
BO3MOXKHBIM — CITyCTS IIapy JE€CSITKOB IIIar0B TOHHEJb I0BOPAYHBall.

— 41 6bi1 OB He TIPOYH 3aTJITHYTh BHYTPh M OCMOTPETHCS, — C JII0OOMBITCTBOM IIPOU3HEC ['Eéco. —
Kaxertcs, 9Ta memepa f0BOJIbHO Iy0okas. YTo ckaxere?

— YT0 ecnu MBI HAPBEMCS Ha OpPakKoOHa? — crpocuiia Pucaii.

— Ax ma, — ycmexnyncst I'éco. — Baiiku mpo [IpakoHbio TBepOLIHIO, ITIOKOSIIYIOCS TTTy00KO MOf
KENTEIM MOPEM...

— Hy, 1oy Tak roBopAar...

— Jra meriepa He BHITJISIUT HACTOJILKO OOJBINON. Bpsi 1 OHa TSHETCS HAaCTOJIbKO TITy00KO BHU3.

— Hy, TOTr'dad... KakK HaM CJIeayeT HOCTYHI/ITL? — HEJOYMEHHO IIepeCIIPOCHUIIa Pucaii.

— [Touemy OBl HaM He 3aUTU? — C 3TUMHU CJIOBaMu ['€co moBepHYJCS K TaliKu, SBHO 0XKUasl €T0
OTBeTa.

— OM... 4 3Haw...

— Torma maBaiiTe 3aigéM U OCMOTPUMCS?

— Xopoturo, — Pucail yBepeHHO IarHysa B paciienuny. — f noiigy nepsoi. 'ociogus I'éco,
[I0XKaJIyUCTa, IPUCMOTPUTE 3a TalKu.

— Koneuwno.

Taiiku, He 0co00 TOBOIBHEIN TaKUM IIOBOPOTOM CHUTYAIIUH, ITOMHSJI T'OJIOBY U ITOCMOTPes Ha ['éco.

— OM-M-M...

— YTto Takoe? bourincs?

Taiku yYXe coﬁnpanca IIOKa4yaTh I'0JIOBOM, HO BHE3AITHO pennii OTBETUTh 9YE€CTHO:

— HewmHoro...



— YTo-TO He Tak? — OKJIUKHYJIA UX Pucaii, yke yCeBIas JOKTH [0 IIOBOPOTA.

— M= yxe ugem, — orBetun ['eco. — Hy xe, mougem.

— Ara...

CKasbl CMBEIKANIUCh Y HUX Haj TOJI0BaMu, 00pa3ys mogobue CBOAYATOTO MOTONKA. TOHHENb YXOIHUI
BHU3 TI07] HEOOJIBIINM yIIJIOM, OECIIPeCTaHHO U3TubasiCh U IMOBOpaurBas. HecMOTpPsI Ha OTCYTCTBHE
SIBHOT'O BeTPa, OTHM MX (paKeJIoB IOAparuBaIy, YTO 03HAYAJIO HaIM4Ke TI0TOKa Bo3myxa. MaTu mo
CTOJIb U3BUIKCTOMY TOHHEITIO OBIZIO TPYIHO, HO 3aTO UM B KOH-TO BEKH He MellaJy HU BeTKY, HU WHAs
PaCTUTEIBHOCTb.

— A 95TOT TOHHEJb OOBOJIBHO OJIMHHBINA, — TOJI0C ['€CO 9X0M 0Tpa3uscs oT ckan. OgHOBPEMEHHO C
9THUM, IledInas Blepeau Pucaii 0CTaHOBUIIACE.

— ITanbille HaM He TPOUTH, — OOBSIBUIIA OHA.

[TpocnenuB 3a B3rIsiAOM Pucaii, oHU yBUIeIN HEOOJIBIIYIO IENepy, B KOTOPYIO BEIXOAUIT TOHHETTD.
YpoBeHs 1o7ia nelieps ObT HUKe, YeM B TOHHETe — ecyii Obl TalK{ CIIPHITHYJI BHU3, BEIXOJ
HAXOMOUJICS OBl IPUMEPHO HA YPOBHE €T0 T'OJIOBHI.

— CrpasHo... TyT HUYero Het, — coo0mmusa Pucai, CIpPETHYB U BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPEB
3aCHIIIaHHYI0 007I0MKaMy KaMHeH Telepy.

— BuITh TOTO HEe MOXKeT, — oTBeTus ['€co. — ITa BOHb... HyBCTByeTE?

Taliku 03aflaueHHO IPUIONHS OPOBL U IpUHIoOXancsa. Y neicTBUTENIbHO, B BO3AYXe BUTAJI IBCTBEHHO
Pas3NUYUMBIN HETIPUSATHHIN 3amaXx. Ero Henb3s OblI0 Ha3BaTh HEBEIHOCUMEBIM, HO OH OIIPENEeIEHHO
MOCTaBJISINT HEKOTOPHIN AUCKOMMOPT.

Pucait ocTopoxHO nmpobupanach MUMO 00JIOMKOB KaMHel. B Kako#i-To MOMEHT OHa IIporiaja U3 BUMY;
B 9TOT MOMEHT TalKH{ IIOYYyBCTBOBAJ Ype3BbYallHO CUIbHOE BOJIHeHKe. Ho BCKOpe OH BHOBBb CyMell
pasnuuuTh Qurypy Pucait cpemu KaMHel — OHa CHefla Ha KOPTOYKaX BO3/ie HeoObhYalHO TTIafKoTo,
OynTo ObI OTIIOTMPOBAHHOI'O KaMHS.

— Ara! — BOCKINIMKHYJa OHa. — TYT ecTs elne mpoxon! OH yxoouT riy6xke Mo 3eMITIO.

— I'me? — I'eco mopxBaTun Tallku Ha PYKU U CIIPHITHYI B nemepy. [lopoias K Pucaii, o
OCTaHOBUJICA ¥ BHUMATEJILHO BIIIAEJICA B TY CTOPOHY, Ky[a OHa yKa3blBajla MajbleM.



[TocMoTpeB B Ty ke CTOPOHY, Taliku yBUIEI IPOXOM B e11é OfHY Ielepy. Belio TeMHO, TaK 4To
PA3IUYUTh YTO-TH00 BHYTPHU HE MPEACTABIISIOCh BO3MOXKHEIM.

— Kaxercs... TaM 4TO-TO eCTh, — IIpobopMoTasn TauKu.

— M? — T'éco u Pucaii cuHXpOHHO 00epHYIUCH U TocMoTpenu Ha Taiiku. [To ero cnune npobexarn
HEeMPUATHHIHM X0000K. Cepplle 6elleHo CTy4aso B I'PYAH; YTO-TO HEOOBICHUMOE OUeHb CUJIBHO
BOJIHOBano Tauku.

— JlaBaiiTe... BepHEMCS. TaM... ommacHo.

— YTo0-TO HE TakK?

Taiiku cxBaTtun ['€co 3a PyKy, U MOMBITAJICSA JOTSHYThCS APYToi pyKoit oo Pucaii.

— MsHue 3mech He 110 cebe.

Pucait u I'éco mepernsHyIuch. 3aTeM Pucall ynbIOHyTach, ¥ ONEPIAch PYKOH Ha KaMeHb BO3JIe BXOMa
B TIEIEpY.

— 4 mpocTo X04y y3HaTh, €CTh JIU TaM YTO-HUOYyAb, — OTBETHIIA OHA.

— Her! Her, He xonu Tyma! — Taiiku yxKe xoTes 6110 mof0ekaTh K Pucail 1 0CTaHOBUTD €€, HO OH
CyMeJl CHenaTh JIUIIb IIar, I0CJie Yero HeKasl HeBeoMas Cujla OCTaHOBHUTIA €ToO.

— He xopu Tyma! — B ouepenHoOU pa3 BOCKIUKHYI Taliku. — CaHcu, momoru!

Bre3amnHoe nosiBleHNe €a3nHa 3aCTaBUIO ['€Co CXBaTUTHCS 3a PyKosaTh Meda. Ho Korma Tauiku
OTIIYCTHUJI €T0 PYKY, ¥ Opocumics B 00bSATUS OeBYIIKU-TIeonapya, OH 0CO3Hall, YTO OHa Oblla HhEKaeM
Tatiku, 1 0067IeTYEHHO BEIOOXHY.

Pucaii Toxe Ovlna youBiieHa cnyuuBImuMcsi. OHa pe3ko o0epHyIach B CTOPOHY HbEKAsI, He OTIyCKas
IIPY 3TOM CKaJIbl, Ha KOTOPYIO OIMpasiack PyKou. ITo cTasno eé omubkou. [Ioka oHa Oblyia OTBIIeYEHA
CaHCH, YTO-TO CXBATHUJIO €€ 3a PYKY.

Y Pucaii He 6blJI0 BpeMeHU KaK-Tu00 0TpearupoBaTh Ha 3T0. [TocegHuM, 4TO OHa yCiblmana, Obut
ITAaHNYEeCKUU KPUK TauKu:

— Pucaii!

Cy1ecTBo, BIleTIMBIIIEECS B PYKYy Pucail, ¢ He[lI0oXKMHHOM CUJION MOTSHYJIO e€ Ha ce0s. OHa



IIOIIBEITAJIaCh COIIPOTUBIIATECA 3TOMY, ynéleI/ICb B I10JI 000MMM HOTAMH, HO JIMIITh IIOCKOJIb3HYJIaCh Ha
rJIagkKoMm Kamue. ['éco efiBa yCIieJI 3aMeTUTh YOUBJIEHUE U IIOK Had eé u1e, mocue yero Pucan
CKpPHIJIaCh B TEMHOTE II€IePHI.

— Pucait! — cHoBa 3aBomnun Taiku. M, CJIOBHO B OTBET, U3 MEMIEPH JOHECCS MMPOH3UTENbHBINA KPHUK.

T'éco, He pa3myMbIBasi, OPOCHIICS B ITEIepy, B KOTOPOH eIlé HeJaBHO CKPhIIach Pucail.

[Tpoxon BEN BHU3, ITOCTEIIEHHO pacmupssach. Kazanochk, 4TO ¥ HETo HET KOHIIA.

— Tl'ocnopuu I'éco!

— Camncu, npoury, yBogu Tauku otciofa! — npokpudan ['éco. — Bepute KeiiTo u Bo3BpalanuTech Ha
ropy Xoy!

Cancu kuBHyna. Ho Taiiku, moMoTaB roi0Boii, Opocuscs cienom 3a ['éco.

— Taiiku, Tebe HeNMb3d Tyoa! — BockIKuKHYyMa CaHncu. OGHUM IPHIKKOM IIPEOMIONIEB pa3feisBlIee UX
paccTosiHWe, OHa MOXBATHIIA €T0 Ha PYKHU.

— Ho rocnoxa Pucai, oHa... — Ha4asn Ov10 Taliku, ThiYa manbiieM Brepén. OgHako, MoMMaB BTSN
['éco, oH oCeKcs Ha MOJTyClIOBeE.

— IoBeps criacenue Pucait MHe, — cKa3as oH. — Tebe ke HyKHO HeMeJIeHHO YXOOUTh 0TCIoma!

— 4 He Mmory!

Io Toro, kak ['éco ycmen Kak-nu6o Bo3pa3uTh, Tailku BEIBEPHYJICS U3 00bsaTHl CaHCU U PBaHY T
BIIEPET.

— Taviku!

Cnorteikasick, Taliku Oexkall BIIEPEN 110 KaMeHHOMY KOPUAOPY, YMYAPSISICh IPK 9TOM YBOPaYUBaThLCS
OT IIBITABIIENCS CXBAaTUTH ero CaHcu. [I04yBCTBOBaB, YTO 3eMJIs BHE3AIHO yIINla Y HET0 U3-TI0J HOT,



Taiiku pyxHyJ B TEMHOTY.

«He BazkHO KaKO¥M IIeHOM, HO 1 He MOry 6pocuTh ['€Co OIHOTO CIIPaBISATHCS C 9TOM MpobaeMo!» —
IIyJIbCUPOBaia MBICJIb Y HETO B TOJIOBE.

[Temepa oka3anack JOBOJIBLHO ITy00KOM. TOPOIINBO OCMOTPEBILINCH, CaHCH MOCIIeIINIa IPUKaTh
Taiiku K cebe, 6710KHUpys eMy 0630D.

— Ta#iku... — 00er4€HHO BEIJOXHYJIA OHA.

— Het! — Bocknukuyn Tavku, — 4 HUKyna He ouny!

YT0-TO HEYJIOBUMOE B €T0 TOHe 3acTaBujo CaHCH pa3xkKaTh 00BITHS, B KOTOPHIX OHA KPEIKO CXKUMaJlla
Tatiku. [ToueMy-TO OHa He MOTJIa IIOWTH IIPOTUB €T0 BOJIM, 0COOEHHO Korfa OHa Oblja HaCTOJIbKO
CUJILHOMH.

9T10 siBneHue o3agauuiio Cancu. Ha kakoe-To BpeMs oHa 3a0kblia, I'7ie OHM HaXOHATCS, U IOTPy3uIach
B Pa3MBIIIJIEHUS.

Tatiku 6T rocioguHoM [yt CaHcu. IIpsiMo ceridyac, CaMBIM BaXKHBIM JeHCTBUEM [Jis He€ OBITO
yb6emuThcst, uTO Tariku ObUT B 6e30macHOCTH. I103TOMY OHa HOJKHA Oblla BHITAIIUTL TalKu 0TCIOMA
KaK MOXHO CKOpee.

CaHcH OHSITHS He UMeJia, YTO 3a CYIIECTBO OHU BCTPETHUIIN B 9TOH Ielepe, HO OHO, TaK UJTM UHAYe,
yrpoxarno xu3uu Taiku. [loaToMy el He ClIe0Baso MPUCTYIIMBATECA K KOMaHgaM Taiku, pa3 yx
[IeJI0 Ka3asnock ero 6e3omnacHocTu. [103TOMy OHa MOTJIa BEIBECTH €T0 OTCIOfa CUJIOH, eCIIU IPUAETCS.

Mora 11 oHa?

[Ipups K 9TOM MBIC/TH, OHa CHOBa CXBaTu/la TallK¥ 3a PYKY, HO OH HEOXUIOAHHO JIETKO CTPSIXHYII C
cebs eé xBaTKy. HeoxupmanHuo mys camoit ce6s, CaHCH MTOCIYIITHO OTAEPHYTIA PYKY.

[Touemy?

Ho y Hux He OBIJI0 BpeMeHM pa3bupaThcs B 4yBcTBax CaHCH.

OHM HaXOIUIKCh B IIMPOKOM TEIepe, IOTOJIOK KOTOPOU OBIN yCessH cTanmakTuTamu. [lemepa Obinna
HACTOJIbKO OOJIBIION, YTO cBeT (hakesa ['éco He mocTaBas [0 CTEH, YTO He ITO3BOJISIIO TOYHO OLIEHUTh
€€ pa3MepHI.



OTKpHIB r71a3a, TalKu yBUAEN CTOSIBIIETO nepeq HUM ['éco. B ero pyke TyckKio mo6iecKuBasi Med.
Hemopmanéky oT ero HOT, Ha 3eMJie jiexkana Pucai.

B Heckonbkux Imarax nepeq ['éco B Bo3myxe KiayOuiaach OrpoMHasi YépHas TeHb. Ta camast TeHb,
KOTOpas Hamyraja TauKy, ¥ KOTopas MpuTaliuia ciona Pucaiu.

TeHb TOCTENEHHO CryInanach, oopertas Gpopmy. BHe3anHo, u3 Heé BEICYHYJIaCh TEMHAs 3a0CTPEHHAS
KOHEYHOCTh, HAalTOMKUHaBIIIas CBoel Gopmoii cepr. KOHEYHOCTh 3aMaxHyIach, SBHO LeNsICch B Pucai.

— OT0 TOTeny! — BOCKIUKHYJa CaHCH.

«Kak 3T0 MOT'JIO CIIyYUThCSA?» — TOAyMalla OHa, PEIIUTENIbHO BIIISIOLIBAsICh B CKPBHITOTO 3@ TEMHOM
ORIMKOM €éMa. BripoueM, 3To He ObIT OOBIYHBEIN €Ma — I10 CHJIe OH IIPEBOCXOMUIT TPAKTUYECKH JTI000e
JKHMBOE CYIIIECTBO, 0 KOTOPOM Ob1sT0 M3BeCTHO CaHcu. HeMHOr1e MOTJIM IT0XBaCTaThCs TEM, YTO
BUJIENTN €70, M CyMeJIM YUTH KUBBIMU. 3@ TOTELy AaBHEIM-IaBHO 3aKpenusiach CjlaBa JIereHgapHoro
4ynoBHUIIIA.

CaHcH He MOTJIa HU4YEero eMy IIPOTHBOIIOCTaBUTh. BBIIO I B MUPE XOTh YTO-HUOYIb, YTO MOTJIO
COUTHCH C HUM B CXBAaTKe Ha PaBHBIX?

Pucaii npura B ce0s1, ¥ KOe-Kak CyMeria IMOAHSATh TOJIOBY.

— Taiiku, 6eru! — BOCK/IMKHYJIa OHA.

— {1 He Mmory!

— KoponesctBo Tait HyxkpmaeTcs B Tebe! — nobasuin I'éco. — Tl He HOJKEH MOTUOHYTH 371€Ch!

— 4 He Gpomy Bac 3mech! — oTBeTus Taku. — MBI BepHEMCS BMecTe!

Pucait 3akpuyana 0T 60711 — KOHEYHOCTh TOTEIy C pa3MaxXy BOH3WIach B He€. OTIIBLHIPHYB €€ B
CTOPOHY, MOHCTp Nepekouuics Ha ['€co. EnBa cymMeB yBepHYThCS OT Iaphl B3MaxoB, ['€co yman Ha
3eMJTI0. YcTpalualee Jie3Bre-KJIeNIHs B3MBUIO Hafl ero TOJI0BOM.

«MHe Hago Kak-TO OCTAHOBUTH 3TO uynoBuile!» — nogyman Tauku. Ho Kak OH MOT 3TO chenaTh?

«ITeyats Meua» — BCIIBINIU CI0Ba K9¥Ku y HETO B T'OJIOBE.

— Pun, bre, Toy, llla, Kaii, [I3uHn, Peny, [13eH, Kve! — BocknukHyn Tauku.



«Hapietoch, 51 CMOTY €r0 OCTAHOBHUTB!»

YeépHas TeHb BHE3AIIHO 3aMepIia.

«H... yTo Teneps? Koymu?»

Ho Taiiku 61 CIUIIKOM OciabieH, eMy He yIanoch Obl IPABUJILHO BHIIOJHUTH TEXHUKY.

TeHb BHITSIHYIACh, CIIOBHO OBl 0Opalrasick K HeMy. B cBeTe (akerna Taliku cymen pa3TuyuTh ABa
ria3a, CPOpMUPOBABUINXCS U3 TEMHOM OBIMKU.

Taliku TOCMOTpPEN IPSMO B r'jla3a TOTeILy.

— Bocmone3yiTech 9TUM U YXOOUTE... — IIPOOOPMOTAJT OH.

Taiiku 6e3 MaJleHInero cTpaxa CMOTPeNl MOHCTPY B ra3a. [IpaBaa, OH MOHSITHS HE UMEJI, CKOJIBKO
elllé OH CMOXKET He MOPTarTh.

— Cascy, cniacu rocnoxy Pucau! — ckomaHngoBa OH.

— Tauku...

— 3abupait e€ u yxomu oTcoma!

CaHcHu HeoBOJIbHO CTUCHYA 3y0Onl. OnsiTh 3TO 4yBCcTBO! OHA He MOTJIa MIPOTUBUTHLCS CJIOBAM TalkH,
II09TOMY el HUYero He 0CTaBaJIoCh, KpOMe KaK IOJXBAaTHUTh Ha PYKM Pucaii, mexasiyio 6e3
OBUKEHUS B IyxKe KpoBU. 3aTeM CaHCH ellfé pa3 MOCMOTpea Ha TallKu, II0Cjie Yero Ha MOJTHON
CKOPOCTH PBaHya K BEIXOAY U3 IELIePHI.

— l'ocnomgus 'éco, BH TOXKEe MOIKHBI YXOOUTh!

Tariku He Bumen ['€co gaxxe O0KOBEIM 3peHUEM, U IIOHSITHS He uMeJI, Okl I OH paHeH. OH He MOT
ITO3BOJIUTDL Cce0e OTBECTH B3TJISA OT 3THUX HAJIUTHIX KPOBBIO I'JIa3, CMOTPEBIINX HA HETO U3 OBIMKH.

— Iloxanyiicra...

— 4 He Mory no3BoNMUTHL cebe momobHoe, — OTBeTUI ['€co.

K atomy momeHTy y Taliku y2Ke He 0CTaBaJIOCh CHUJI Ha TO, YTOOLI TOBOPUTb.



BriepBrie B xKu3HU TalKu OIIYTHUI, HACKOIBKO BaXKHBEIM IeNCTBUEM OBLIT B3I KOMY-THO0 B rj1a3a.
OH 4yBCTBOBAJ, YTO MOT IIOBIMATH Ha BOJIIO CYIIECTBa, B I'Nla3a KOTOPOro cMoTpes. Ho Takke OH
OIIyILIan U CUIY, C KOTOPOY CYIIEeCTBO COIIPOTUBIISANIOCH, IIBITASCh OOABUTH €T0 BOJIIO.

Kazanocs, 4To OT UX IPOTUBOCTOSIHUS B Ielnepe OyKBalbHO UCKPUICS BO3LyX. Bpems OyaTo Obl
OCTaHOBUJIOCH; BCE 3aMepJIo, 0XKKas UCxofa 0e3MOIBHOTO ToefXHKa KupuHa u ToTely.

[To nOy Taiiku cTekas moT. I'Ta3a TOTely BCE ellé CMOTPEeN Ha Hero, He Murasi. TalKu MOHSTUS He
¥MeJl, CKOJIbKO BpeMeHU yxKe Ipourio. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, KakK IIOT CTEKAEeT I10 ero MepeHoCculle 1
KallaeT Ha 3eMJII0 C KOHYMKA Hoca. Taiky ObII MAKCHMAaJIbHO COCPENOTOYeH, efiBa JId He 3a0hIBast
OBIIIATh.

OH He 3HaJI, KOT7ia 9TO HayaJioch, HO B KAKO#-TO MOMEHT 0671acTh 16a Mexknay ero 6poBsIMU Haydaa
omytuMo cafHUTh. Co BpeMeHeM 00J1b YCUIUBAJIACh, U celyac eMy yxKe Ka3anoch, 6yaro Ov eMy B
7100 BrOHSIJIM PACKaJIEHHBIN I'BO3Mb. KaxkeTcst, *MEHHO 13-3a 9TOTO ero J100 ceidyac GBI TOKPHIT
TIOTOM.

Bckope 3penne Taliku Havaio IOOBOAUTE €T0 — OH IIPOBEJ CIMIIKOM MHOI'0 BpeMEeHH, He Moprasi.
Temepb BCE BOKPYT OBIIIO PA3MBITO, ¥ €My IIPHUXOAMUIIOCH ITOJIAaraThCs MCKITIOYUTENIBHO Ha OIyIleHue
CHUJIBI ¥ IaBJIeHUS, KOTOPOE MCXOMUIIO OT TOTEIy, ¥ CTapaThCs He OTBOOUTD B3TJIA.

CKOJIBKO BpeMeHH yxke nporio? Taiku HaywHall BOJTHOBAThCSA. OH He 3HaJ, CKOJIBKO €II1€ OH CyMEEeT
TTPOTSIHYTE.

BHe3anHo OH TIIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO COIIPOTHUBIIEHNE TOTELY YCUIIUIIOCE. OHno IIpoaoJIZKajio HapacCTaTk, U’
Taiku Mrpe pacCllaXHyJI I'lla3d, 30 BCEeX CUJI IIBITAsACh YOEPZKAaTh KOHTPOJIE.

B 9TOT MOMEHT Ha HEero CJI0BHO CHM3OIIJIO 03apeHue. C MpUX0omoM IIOHUMaHus 00JIb YCUIUIACh —
Telepb eMy Ka3aJioCh, UTO r0 YepeIl BOT-BOT TPECHET B paiioHe n6a. [laxke BO3MyX, KOTOPHIN OH
BOBIXAJI, CJTOBHO OBl 00KUTAJl €r0 HOC ¥ TOPJIO.

TalKu Ka3aioch, YTO BOJISI TOTELY BOT-BOT APOTrHET. HO BHE3AIHO, CUJjla €ro CONPOTUBIIEHUS
yaBouiach. Temeps OH efjBa CIPABIIAJICS C IOTOKOM SHEPrUHU, UCXOOUBIINM OT €r0 ONIIOHEHTA.

Celikn, OQHEPIuyd XKM3HH, IIOCTEIIEHHO IIPEBPAIlla/iaCh B IMHWKH, SHEPTUIO CMEPTH.



— l'ociomuH I'éco... — Tafiku MOHATHS He uMell, OblI 11 '€co BCE ellé 371ech, HO, TaK WX MHAYe, OH
He CMOXKEeT IIPOoJepKaThCs HOJIbIIE, OH BOT-BOT OBLI TOTOB IMOTEPSITh KOHTPOIb. — Bam... Hamo
YXOOUTE...

— [Ipoctu mMeHs, — pa3gancs rojaoc no3agu Tauku. — Horu He CNyImarTCs MeHS.

['ma3a Tauky UCIIyraHHO pacCLIMPUIXUCh. MOIIHas BOJIHA 9HEPTUU CMEPTHU 3aTonuia ero. Ero
ObIXaHMe CTano COMBYMUBLHIM ¥ HEPOBHBIM.

— 41 paHeH, ¥ He MOT'Y IBUTATbCS, — mpomonxkui I'éco. — Kaxercs... MHe mpup€eTcs ynoBaTh Ha TO,
YTO THI CIIACEIIL MEeHS.

B TOT camBIii MOMEHT, Korfa Taliku Ka3ajloChk, YTO €T0 BOJISI BOT-BOT CJIOMAETCsI, OH CJIOBHO O0PE
BTOPOE JEIXaHUe.

Wx cubl OBITH paBHEL. Temepsb UCXO0H MX IIPOTUBOCTOSTHUS ObLI elrfe 6onee HesscHBIM. Ka3anock, 4To
OHY 3allUTH B TYTIUK.

[ToT mpopmomKan cTeKath 1o ero Jioy.

«$1 He 3Haw... ECTh nmu gpyrue crocoosI?»

Teneps Taiiku MOT 4yBCTBOBaThL IPUCYTCTBUE ['€co. OH He OBUTAJICS, ¥ He CBOOUNI ¢ TallKy B3TJIAa.

«f Mory nmuuisb... [IogYUHUTE €ro...»

Kaszanoch, 4To Crt0COOHOCTH IBUTAThCS TIOJTHOCTHIO IOKKHYMa TalKu.

«[logYnHATE...»

Tatiku npuHsics 0yOHUTEL cebe oM HOC YTO-TO HedeHOpa3eabHoe.

«ITOOYMHUCS, LIUPEH...»

BHes3amHo, TEMHas [IbIMKa IPOTHYyIa. ETo BOMIsI, KOTOpasi, Ka3aloch, 3aMOIHUIA CO60M BCIO MENepy,
IIOTHXOHBKY Hadajla OTCTYIaTh. BliepBhie ¢ Hayaja UX MPOTUBOCTOSIHUS, TalKy TOUYyBCTBOBAJI
HeOoIblIoe 00/IeryeHue.



«TTomunHUCE, MUpen!»

Kenanue TOTENY COIIPOTUBJIATHCA YTHUXAIIO.

Taiikyi OCMeNuICsS MOPTHYTh. ITO [aioch eMy 0e3 0coObix ycumui. ETo 3peHue Havajio TPUXOOUTh B
HOpMy. [IpoMoprasiuucs, Tallku cyMen yBUOETh YEPHYIO TE€Hb, 3aHECIIYIO HaJ] HUM CBOE
CMEPTOHOCHOE OopyXkue. TeHb Oblyla COBEPIIEHHO HETOBUKHA.

CoOpaBuIuch ¢ cuiamy, TalkKyd CHOBA IIOIBITAJICA HagaBUTh Ha BOJIIO TOTELy CBOel Bojnel. K ero
YOUBJIEHUIO, TEHb IIepef HUM CTYCTUIIaCh, U Hadajla MEHSTh GOpMY.

Bue3amnHo, 00/1aK0 YEPHOM OBIMKM CJIOBHO B30pBajIOChk. [IFIMKa PaCIIOjI3jiack II0 BCEH Ielepe, u
nepeq B3opoM Taliku IpefcTaso yxKacalllee I0IyIpo3padHoe IpUBUAeHNE, KOTOPOe
yBEeIMYMUBaNIO0Ch, HaBUCasa Hafd HUM.

Taliky HUCKOJIBKO He HaIlyTajo 3TO IpencrtasnerHue. OH JUIIb YyBCTBOBAJ 00IeTYeHIE, CTOb
cunbHOe, 6ynTo OBl C ero mued 6yKBaJIbHO CHSIJIK ropy. Ero pyKu u HOTH, KOTOPHIE 0 3TOT0 Ka3aluCh
CJIOBHO OT/IMTHIMHU M3 MeTaJjllla, HaYMHAJIKA BO3BPAIIATh CBOIO IMOIBUXKHOCTD.

— IToguUHUCE...

TeHb CHOBa CTYCTHIIACh, IPUHSB 06/IMK GOIBIION KOPOBEL. B ClemyoIyo CeKyHIy OHa
TIePEeBOIITIOTUIACh B TUTPA. 3aTeM TUTP CTall OTPOMHEIM OpPJIOM. 3aTeM — I'POMafHOU 3Meéil. ToTelry
MeHsT 00NTUKY OJUH 3a APYTMM — TaK OH ITOKa3kIBasl Taliku CBOI cuiy. HakoHel, ToTely
TIPEBPATHIICS B MAJIEHBKYI0 CO0aKy, KOTOpas MOAOuUTa K TallKy U Cejla epef] HIM.

— TTomgYuHKCH, IMUPEH... — C STUMHU CJI0BaMu TalKu MOOHST PYKY ¥ KOCHYICs 116a. B To xe
MT'HOBEHUeE OH ycrian Bomo Hebec, KoTopast 6YKBagbHO TPOH3UIIA €T0 MO3T.

Cwua, KOTOPYIO OH U3/Iy4al 0 9Toro, 6ecciemHo ucuesna. Tallku MOTEPSIIT BCIO CBOIO BOJIIO K
COTPOTUBIIeHNI0. EMy GBIITO TOIIPOCTY HE 0 TOTO — Yepe3 Hero IPOXOau MOIITHEHIIHUY TOTOK
sHepruu. Bcé ero Teno mpoxano. Tailku 9yBCTBOBAJI, KakK Bce OaphepHl U OrPaHUYEHHUS,
HaXOMMBIINECS B HEM, PYIIUINCH U UCYe3anu 0e3 ciefa.

— Kumu Kob6yky! OuMbE Baroy! — BocknukHyn TallkKd, BeIOMBEIY He TO HHTYUIMEH, HE TO CaMOH
Boreii Hebec.

«I'O!' To, To, T'o, T'0...» — 3TOT COT NyILCAPOBAI ¥ HETO B TOJIOBE, U3MEHSSICh, MEHSS CBOIO GOPMY U
HamucaHue. BMecTe ¢ HUM IPUIIIA BOCIIOMUHAHUS, IIOTOK KOTOPHIX OKyTasl TallKu U YBIIEK €T0 3a
co6oii. ClieHBI MeNTbKalu Iepef ero riia3aMy OfiHa 3a Opyroii: YesoBeK, UTPalolKii BO ABOPE.
YenoBek, yXoOsAIuy Ipo4s. BeTep, Tpemmomuii ¢paar He3HaKOMOUM CTpaHHI. [11eTh, MHOKECTBO
yIapoB IJIEThI0. 3BYK TEKYIIEH BOJIHI.



ITH BOCIIOMUHAHUS IepeIoIHAIN Taniku. CoenaB Haf coboit yCuiine, OH BEIHBIPHYII U3 HUX, U
IIPOKpHYAJl IIOCJIEOHKNE CII0BA MAHTPHI:

— Krioknio Hré Putnypeii! ITokopuch MHe, ['opas!

Co6aka IOCTyIIHO BCTaJIa ¥ HallpaBUIaCh K HEMY.

Kpaemkom cBoero co3Hanus TallKu OTMETHUJI, YTO OHA BHITJIANUT TOUb-B-TOYb KakK I1ba-uHy,
KOTOPHIX OH 4acTo BuAen B Anonuu. C KaxkabM 1aroM cobaka yMeHbIlIalack ¥ TeMHesa. Bckope, eé
IIEePCTh CTajla KOpUYHEBOU.

Taiiku o0pafoBasicsi TaKOM IepeMeHe, eMy HpaBUJIMCh MajleHbKre co0aku. Ho oH npenmoydén Obl,
yTOOHRI €€ Jalkl OB OEITBIMH.

CIIOBHO YCITHIIIIAB €T0 MBICITH, JTanbl ['opaHa mobesnenu. Temeps OH BHITISOEN KaK MEHOK MIuba-uHy ¢
HEOOBIYHBIM KOPHYHEBHIM OKPACOM.

— T'opaH...

Taliku CKJIOHUJICS Hag co0aKoM, ¥ Ta 3aBUJISNIa XBOCTOM, TJIsiAd Ha Hero. TalKu MPOTSHYT K HEH
PYKy, u cobaka nu3Hyna e€. OH IOUyBCTBOBAJI €€ TEIIHIM M HEMHOTO LIEPINaBhii S3bIK KOHYMKaMHU
IasbleB.

YyBCTBYS MTePEMOHSAIONUINHN eT0 BocTOPT, Taliku 00HsI co0aKy U mpuxkai eé K cebe. Ero Horu
BHE3aIHO IIOJKOCHUJIACh, ¥ OH, HE CYMeB YCTOSITh, OCEJI Ha 3eMIIIO.

— IloBepuTth HE MOTY...

B ronoge y Taiiku [0 CUX IIOP He YKJIafbIBAIOCh TO, YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO COBEPIIIHIL.

B rny0OuHe Oyl OH YyBCTBOBAJI, UTO He SIBIISIETCS HU YeJI0BEeKOM, HU 3BepeM. Teleps OH OIIyIiasl
ce0sT 4aCThi0 Yero-To GOJBIIET0 — YEr0-TO BEJIMKOTO ¥ OMHOBPEMEHHO ITyTaloIIero.

«4] He JyesIoBEK».



B aToT MoMeHT Taliky, HaKOHEII, ITIOBEPHUJI B TO, YTO ABJIAECTCA KI/IpI/IHOM

«3HAYUT, I BCE-TAKU HE YEJIOBEK».

HaxkoHeI-To OH CyMeJ 0CO3HAaTh, UTO 3a CYIECTBOM OblT KupuH.

Kupuntbl 6pimu yacThio Hebec. [ToaToMy oHM OBITM CIIOCOOHE! CribiIaTh Bomo Hebec, u maxe
PacIpoCTPaHATh e€ OelCTBUE Ha APYTUX CYIIECTB.

Panpmie oH He noHUMan. OH He BEPUJ, YTO B €r0 TeJle, IOMUMO €T0 4eJI0BeYeCKOro Hadarna,
CYyIIECTBYET YTO-TO eIIIE.

Temeps OH HAKOHEI-TO BCE TOHSIL.

CJ'Iy‘-II/IBI.T.IeeCH 3aCTaBHJIO €TI0 OCO3HATh, YTO €ero CITOCOOHOCTH 3HAYUTEIHLHO IIPpeBOCXOOUIIN Te
OrpaHUYEeHHNdA, KOTOPhIE OBLITH BEICTPOEHEI B €TI0 T'OJIOBE.

OH uMen npsiMyIo cBsi3b ¢ 6oramu. M 6oKecTBeHHAs CUla, IPOBOTHUKOM KOTOPOi OH HEaBHO CTall,
OblIa OILIEIOMIISIONIE BeIUKa.

— IloBepurts HE MOTY...

PaspmaBmuiicst mo6IM30CTH TojioC BepHYI Taliku 00paTHO K peanbHOCTH. OH BCIIOMHUII, YTO
HaxoOucs 37ech He ofuH. [TocmenrHo 06epHYBUINCh, OH OThICKA B3TJIsiAoM ['€éco, CUeBIIero B
IIPOCTPalNy CPeOy KaMHEH.

— 4 6osinICA... 4TO BB HE MEPEXKUIN CXBAaTKU C TOTelly, — npobopmoTan Taliku. YcunmueM Boju
TIOOHSIBIINCEH Ha HOTH, KOTOPEIE IO CHX ITOP MOJKAIINBAINCh, OH CHeJlall HECKOJIbKO HeyBEePEHHBIX
I1aroB B CTOPOHY ['€Co, U IIIOXHYJICS Ha 3€MJII0 PSIIOM C HUM.

— Bceé B nopsimke? Trl He paHeH? — cupocun ero ['éco.

— Her... — nomotar ronoBoit Tatiku. [0paH BCE eIl€ cumen y Hero Ha pyKax. ®akes, ocBellaBIInii
UM Iy Th, JaBHEIM-J@BHO IIOTaC, OHAKO Teleph CKBO3b TPEIIUHH B IIOTOJIKE ITPOCAYMBAJICS TYCKIIBIH
CBET, ITO3BOJISIBIINY XOTS OBl PA3IMYUTh OYEePTAaHUS ITPEIMETOB BOKPYT.

Taliky HaKJIOHUIICS K ['€CO U MPUHSIICS BHUMATEIbHO OCMAaTPUBATh ero. BCKope OH mpuiien K
BBIBOAY, YTO V ['€CO, KaK MUHUMYM, He OBIJI0 OTKPHITHIX PaH.

— I'me y Bac 60mut? ¥V Bac 4TO-HUOYOb CIIOMAaHO? — IIOMHSIB T'OJIOBY, CIIPOCUTT TalKu.



— Het, — mokauan ronosoi ['éco. Ero KkpoBaBo-KpacHbIe T1a3a 671eCHYIH B TEeMHOTE. — [IpOCTH. ..
YTO He pacckas3as Tebe 06 3TOM paHbIIIe.

Taliku HelmoHMMalOIlle YCTaBUIICS Ha HETo, HO BCKOope coobpa3ui, uTo ['€éco UMeeT B BUTY.

— T'ocmonuu I'éco...

Korpa Taliku yroBapuBa ero yiuTh, I'éco OBICTPO IOHSI — eMy HU IIPYU KaKuX 00CTOATEeIbCTBaX
HeJb3s OBLIO IeBeuThCs. Eciiu Obl OH TIOOHSJICS Ha HOTH — HampsikeHue Taliku crao Okl ¥ TOrma
MCXOJ] eT'0 TPOTUBOCTOSIHUS C TOTeILy OblT OBl Tpenpeines. Hemb3st 66110 faBaTh TallKu HU €IUHOTO
II0BOJa pacciabuThCs.

[ToaTomy I'€co He mpuAoyMan HUYEro JIydille, YeM 3aMepeTh HenofaBuKHO0. OH IpeKpacHO MOHUMAT,
YTO eMy He CTOUT OTBJIeKaTh cocpefoToueHHOro KruprHa. Tak 4TO Ha IPOTSXKEHUU BCcel O€3MOIBHOU
CXBATKH{ OH CHJIeJI MO/I4a, CTapasCh JUIIHKM pa3 He BblaBaTh CBOETO IIPUCYTCTBHUS, U BHUMATEIIBHO
CIemuil 3a JeUCTBUIMHU TalKHu.

Cuauana ['éco HEBOJIBHO OTMETHJI, YTO C110Cc00, KOTOpPEIM Taliku 3apUKCHUPOBAJ TOTELY, He 3PS
obnapaeT cBoel penyrauuei. Takxke, 3a IpoIIelIee BpeMsl OH YCIIeNl 0CO3HATh, HACKOJIbKO MHOT'0
YIIOPCTBa U IleeyCTPEeMIIEHHOCTH Oblio B Taiiku. Temeps ero moBefeHne B MOMEHT UCUE3HOBEHUS
Pucait He Ka3ayoch My TaKUM YK CTPaAHHBIM. [[0mKHO OBITh, Tallku ¥ K HEMY OTHOCHUJICSI TEM XKe
obpa3omM.

Ho, HEeCMOTpPA Ha BCE YBHOEHHOE, I'éco OO0 CHUX IIOp HEe MOT IIOBEPHUTH, YTO C HUM IIPOM3OIIIIO. On
moiiMan cebs Ha MEICJIM, YTO HAYMHAET BOCXUIIATLECA CUOEBIIMM II€ePe] HUM pe6eHKOM

— Cmacu60, 4TO cIlac MO0 XXUM3Hb, — IIPOU3HEC 'éco.

— Her... — nokayarn ronoso# Tatiku. Ecnu 6v1 ['€co He oAepKuBal ero, He IPUCMaTPUBAJ 3a HUM
13-3a CIIUHEL, cua Boju ['opaHa OBICTPO IOfaBuIa U ciioMana Obl ero.

[Tpourpaii Taliku B TOM cxBaTKe — U ['€CO, BEPOSTHO, HEUCTBUTEILHO JIULIUICSA Obl KU3HU. OTHAKO
TO, 4YTO OH CyMeJl He IyMaTh 0 1obere 1 He COBUTAThCS C MeCcTa BCE 3TO BPeMs, TOBOPHUJIO O €T0
HEeMI0XKUHHOU CMEJIOCTH U CO00pa3uTeIbHOCTH.

— JT0 MHe CTOUT Oyarogaputs... [ocrogus ['€co... Bel Tako# 3aMedYaTeNbHBIN. ..

— OcTaBb 3Ty IOXBaJy, €€ 3aCiyKHUJI Thl, a He 1, — YALI0HYIICS ['€Co, 0CTOPOXKHO MPUTTIAUB
IIPONIUTaHHbBIE TOTOM BOOCH Talku. — HeBeposiTHO... KoponescTBo Tait GymeT 3aluinaTh CTOJb
Mory4yuii Kupus...

TalKky BHUMATENBHO BIISAOENICS B YEJIOBEKA, CMOTPEBIIIETO Ha HETO C TEIJIOTOH.



«Temeps 51 yBepeH B TOM, UTO 51 HE YEJIOBEK...»

Pyka, rmapuiias Taiiku 1o rojioBe, Oblna TEIION U CJIOBHO OBl M3ydana noopoty. Ho, HecMoTps Ha
370, Tallky He 4YyBCTBOBAJI HU KaIlJIl PagOCTH.

«Ho Takxke 51 yBepeH U B TOM... YTO IOCIIOAXUH ['€CO — HEe KOPOb».

— Ox! Yto y Bac npousonuio?! — BOCKNIUKHYyIa Talell, HepBHO Kycasl HOT'TU. briegHas Kak cCMepTh
Exa momnua cTosiza 4yTh IOOAATIE.

— locniozka Pucait mpuiiia B ce0s? — pa3mancs 4ei-To BOIpoc.

Bce 3HaKoMEbIe U COMIPOBOXKAalome Prucali npeOriBaniy B KpaliHe pacCTPOEeHHBIX YyBCTBaX. Bckope
II0CJIe pacCcBeTa HhEKal MpHHeCa B jlareph paHeHHyIo Pucaii. OHa Obiyia 6e3 CO3HaHUS, a Ha €€ pPaHbl
OBLIO CTpaIIHO flaXke CMOTpeTh. [lepenas uMm Pucaii, Hb€Kal OecciiefHO McYe3lia, He MOTPYAUBIINUCE
HHUYET0 UM O0BSICHUTE.

Curtyarus Obljla HETIPHUSTHOM faxe 6e3 y4éTa TOTO IIyMa, KOTOPHIM MOJHSIN HbECOH. Pucaii, KoTopoi
Onlna moBepeHa OObINasi 0TBETCTBEHHOCTD, HEIHE ITpeOhiBalia B MPAaKTHYECKH KOMAaTO3HOM
coctosuuu. CONHIlE yKe Cafiiioch, HO OHA OO CUX IIOp He MpHuIllna B cebs.

— MEI cornacunuch OTIYCTUTL TakKu II0TOMY, YTO BepuiIu B rocrioxy Pucai. Ho B utore ona
BEepHYJIaCh OfHA, a O MECTOHAX0XAeHUX TalKu HU4ero He u3BecTHO! YTo npousomo?! —
HerofoBaiu HbE€C3H. Ho, HeCMOTPS Ha BCIO UX [TAaHUKY U BO3MYylIeHUs, Pucail 0o cux mop He
OBUTAlaCh U He OTBeYasa Ha UX pacCIpPOCHI.

— Ecu cy4Yunock 4To-TO HEIOpaBuMoe, TO HU Pucaif, Hu MBI, HbECOH, HE CMOXKEM XKHUTh MaJlblIle,
Hecs Ha ceOe OpeMst TaKOro CThAa!

[ToTok caMoOMYeBaHUN HHECOH BHE3AHO IIpepBajiCd YbMM-TO TDOMKHM BO3I'JIaCOM:

— YTo0 3T0 TaM?!

Tatieit o6epHynack. OnHa U3 HHECIH YKa3bIBala MAJIbleM Kyna-To B HE0O.



— Tauer! CMOTpPH, CYyTy Bo3BpalaeTcs!

— T'ocmomuu I'éco!

B JIYy4aX 3aKAaTHOT'O COJIHIIa OHM €IBa CyMeJIM PA3JINYUTh MEOJIEHHO JIETEBIIETO CYTY. Korpga o
oaeTesN modnuxke, OHU YBHUOEIIN, 9YTO 3a CyT'y CJIefoBall TaHOa.

— XuéH! — BOCKJIMKHYJI KTO-TO U3 COIIPOBOKAIIINX Pucai.

[TponeTeB Hap narepeM, Cyry u TaHOa THX0 IPU3EMIIMIIMCH BO3Jle cobpaBuielics Tonmnkl. Korpma monu
yBugenu Tailku Ha pyKax y ['€co, B TOJIlle Havyaiu pa3gaBaThCs PagOCTHLIE BO3TIACHL.

— I'éco! — Tatielt 6pocunack K CyTy cpa3y Xke, KaK TOJIBKO €ro Jiallbl KOCHYJIUCh 3eMJIA. — YTO y Bac
IPOU301LI0?!

['éco MoT4ya ITOCMOTPEIT Ha Heé.

— Tauku... — Hayana 0b1o Taneln.

— On crut. C HUM BCE B IOPSIIKe, OH He IoCTpamall.

YcnbimaB 3TH €oBa, Taiielt 0CTOPOXKHO mofoiia mobnuxe. M nefcTBUTENbHO, ManeHbKuY Kupun
KPEIKO CIIajl, Ha HEM He OBIJI0 HUKAKWX BUIWMBIX IIOBPEXIEHUM, a BEIPaXKeHHe ero JInia He OBII0
O0bHEIM UTM U3MY4YEHHBIM. YIOCTOBEPHUBIINCH B 3TOM, Taiiel, HaKOHell, CMOrjia 00JIeT4EHHO
BHITOXHYTb.

— Hy, pa3 Bcé B mopsimke...

['éco ocTopoxkHO ciycTun Taliku ¢ cepia.

— Ecnu Bac He 3aTPYOHUT, g XOTeJl OBl OTHECTH €T0 BO OBOpeL, YTOOBI OH MOT XOPOIIEeHBbKO
OTOOXHYTBH, — CKa3all OH.

— Hepe,u 9THM § X0TeJjia OBl YCIIBIIIATh BaIlln 00bsICHeHHUS CIIy4YHUBILIETOCA. Moii 0TBET 3aBUCHUT OT
TOI'O, 9TO BEI CKaXKeTe.

— Taiiku o4eHb ycTal, — yneibHyncs 'éco. — OH yCHYT 0 Jopore 00paTHO B Jlarephb.

— B®I 3aepKanuch TaK CUIBHO... 1 Mpocuia, 4ToOw BBl BePHYIHU ero K 06eny. [Iymaro, Bhl
IIOHMMaeTe Hallle HeJJOBOJIbCTBO?



— HpOCTI/ITe, HO MHE KaXKeTCs, YTO CTOUT CHayaJjla OTHEeCTH TallKu BO OBODPeEIT. He OyMalO, 9YTO BEL
XOTHUTEe pa36YI[I/ITI:> ero. Kak TOIbKO MH YJI02KKUM €TI0 B KPOBATh, 4 PACCKAaXy BaM BCE.

Taiiell moKa3asoch, 4TO B cjIoBax ['éco OB KaKou-TO mopaTeKCT. OGepHYBIIKNCH, OHA YBUENa, YTO
OorblIast YaCTh TOJIIIHL BEITJISIAEA PASOCTHOM U HOBONIbHOM. CMUPHUBIIKCH, OHA KUBHYIIA.

— Xopomuro... [Tougemre, — Talielr MaxHyIa PYKOU OCTaIbHEIM HBECIH, ¥ BO3TJIaBHUIa IPOLIECCHUIO,
HaNPaBUBIIYIOCA K TTTaBHEIM BOpOTaM KoMiiekca Xoypo. Ilogoinsa Kk HUM, OHa KeCTOM IIPUTIacuiia
['éco BOUTH IIEPBBIM.

— W Bcé-Taky, 4TO y BaC CIy4UIoCh? — crpocuia Taiiel, oKa OHU LIIIN 10 U3BUJIKCTHIM TPOIMHKAM.

— IIpouiecc npupydeHuss HECKOJBKO... 3aTSIHYJICS.

— Tpupy4eHus? — IMUPOKO PacIaxHyB Ia3a OT yOuBIeHus, Talell nepernauynack ¢ Ekoi u
OPYTUMU HbEC3H. — Bl mMeete B Buny Tauiku?..

— MHe u3BecTHO, 4TO ¥ Taliku He ObLIO IINPEEB.

— Ara... mousitHo. Ho aTo...

— He GecmnokoiTecs, s He CTaHy pacpoCTPaHATh 3Ty HHpopManuio. K Tomy ke, aTOT hakT Gojee He
CMOKET CTaTh ISATHOM Ha UCTOpuM Tail, TOCKOIbKY CeromHs TallKu yKe 063aBENICS IIIUPEEM.
HampoTuB, HaM BCEM CTOUT TOPAUTHCS WM.

Toaiielt 6pocuna B3ryAn Ha yiaei0aBuierocs ['eéco, motoMm Ha TalKu.

— 3HAUMUT...

— OH BIOJIHE YCHEIIHO IPUPY4Yui cebe mumpest. ITO CYLUIeCTBO... COIPOTUBIISNIOCH, TaK YTO TalKu
TIOTPATHUI HA 9TO BECh I€Hb, OT PaCCBeTa 40 HeJaBHETO BPEMEHH.

Toaiielt 0071€TYEHHO BHIIOXHYIIA.

— BoT 0HO 4TO... { BUHMUIIA B 3aiePZXKKe BaC, HO TEIlePh s IOHKMMAK CUTyalluIo. HpOLT.Iy, IIPOCTUTE
MEH4.

— He usBunsiitecs, — ycMexuymncs I'éco. [TocMmoTpes Ha Tallku, OH OTMETHJI, YTO €T0 JIUIO OBLIO
HECKOJIBKO 0o0Jiee OJIeIHBIM, YeM O0OBIYHO.

«J103KHO OBITB, 3TO U3-3a YCTAJIOCTH», — MOAyMasl OH. — «EIIE ogHa MpuirHa TOCKOpee YII0XKHUTh



€ro OTObIXAaTh».

Pa3 yx Taliku y:Ke MOXKeT ITONUUHATH ce0e €éMa, IIpeBpallleHue He JOXKHO CTaTh IJIsT Hero O0IbIIoN
Ipo0IIEMOIA.

— Hy, pa3 yX BC€ K nmydmemy...

— Yépursle KuprHBI BOUCTUHY BEeJIUKKE CYIeCTBa, — ybIOHYICS [‘€co. — B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH CyMeIl
IPUPYYUTH TOTELLY.

YcnpimaB 310, Taoliel pe3Ko pa3BepHYJIach U OMIEIOMIEHHO IIOCMOTpesa Ha ['éco.

— YTo BB cKazanu?!

— Taliku IpUpy4us TOTeLy U COejal ero CBOMM LIKPEEM.

— Kak Takoe MOXeT OBITh?.. — pa3gainunuch YI[I/IBHéHHBIe IepemeInTeIBaiusa Cpegn HbECSH. U
HEYOUBUTEJIbHO — HOJIO6HO€ Ka3aJIOCh HEBO3MOXKHEIM, ITOCKOJIBKY TOTELY OTHOCHJICA K éMa YyYTh I
He MeHblle, 4eM CaMu KI/IpI/IHbI. I/ICTOpI/IH He€ 3Halla U3BECTHHIX CJIy4Ya€eB TOI'0, YTO TOTEIY
CTAaHOBHUJIMCH HINPEAMHU.

— 41 Toxe GBI YPE3BEIYAWHO YAUBIIEH, — MPOTSIHYT ['€co, pasrnsgriBas peOEHKa, CISIIEro Y HEro Ha
pykax. — B aTOT pa3 emy, ckopee, moBe3no. OnHako 6yabTe YBepeHHEl — CO BpEMEHEM €ro
Cr10COOHOCTH PacKpOIOTCS B IIOJIHOM Mepe.

— Yro, mpoctute?

— 4 MoTy IOKa3aThCs BaM CIIMIIKOM T'OJIOCJIOBHEIM, TaK 4YTO 3apaHee MPOCTUATe MeHs. Ho s momnarato,
yTo Taliku — maneko He oOwruHbIM KupuH. OH 00/1agaeT BeIUKOM CUJION, HO, K COXKAJIEHHUIO,
COBEPIIIEHHO He 0CO3HAET ITOTO.

Toalteli CKENTUYECKU MPUIIOAHSIA OPOBE.

— Bawm crtout TIOOUIPATE €TI0 YBEPEHHOCTh U CMEJIOCTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH PUCKHYII KU3HEIO,
IIBITAsACh CIIaCTH MEHS. BYJIB €My HEKOr'o CIiaCaTh, s1 YBEPEH, OH He CTall OBl BBIKJIaJBIBATECA Ha
IIOJIHYIO. Bo3M0XKHO, TOTHa OH HE CMOT OBl CIIPDABUTHCH.

— TloHATHO...

— OH o6napmaeT BenmuKoy cunoi. Ho y Hero HeT HU ManeHux amOuIuii. I3BeCTHHI I BaM IPUYUHEL
ero HeyBEPEHHOCTH B cebe? BripoueM, Tak uiu UHade, €ro Cujaa MOXKET IIPUHECTU eMY U CYaCThe, U



Irnevyajb.

— Cmacubo, 9To 6ECIIOKOUTECh 0 HEM, — KUBHYJa Talei.

— JT0 Bemb caMo co0o0i pasymeeTcs... BO3MOXHO, U3 BCEX TI0IeH KMEHHO MHE He CTOUT TOBOPHUTh
momo6HOr0, HO TOjIarar, 4To OwlIo OB TyuIle, ecniu Ol TallKu cyMenl MOKUTh Ha Tope X0y elre
KaKO0e-TO BpeMsi. ITO IPUHECET EMY IOJIb3Y.

Talteit moHMMaloIIe MocMoTpesna Ha I'éco. OH MpeKpacHO 0CO3HaBaJl CIIOXKHUBIITYIOCS CUTYAIIHIO.
XKarmb, uto Bonst HeGec He BriOpana ero.

— TalKu — [elCTBUTENbHO Beigawmuiica Kupus, — moBTopui ['€co. — 9TO... HEMHOT0 TPyCTHO.
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