I'maBa 8.

He60 6b110 3a/11TO XOJIOODHBIM 3Bé3I[HbIM CBeTOM. Braneke Ha 3eMiie, CJIOBHO HNCKYCCTBEHHEIE
CO3Be30usd, OTHU O4YePYHBaAJIM I'PAHUIIEI TOPOOa.

[TanTepa Bocmapsiyia Haf MPUYaioM, CIOBHO ObI IIJTBIBS B BO3Ayxe. M3-3a CKOPOCTH, C KOTOPOH 3eMJIsSt
OTHansAnach oT HUX, y Exo nepexsaruno grixanue. Ho, Ha yIuBleHue, oHa He YyBCTBOBasa
BCTPEYHOT'0 BETPA, KOTOPHIH, OIIPEHeIEHHO, MOJIKeH OblT OBITH CUITBHEIM. M3-3a 3TOTO pa3BUTast UMHU
CKOPOCTH TIOYUTH He oinyuianack. OHa MOTjia MOHSTh, HACKOJIBKO OBICTPO OHM JBUXKYTCS TOJIBKO TI0
CKOPOCTH, C KOTOPO# YMEHBINIAJICS TOPO MT03adu Hee.

Y He BaXXHO, CKOJIbKO OBl OHa He yMoJisdjia, HUKTO He OTBeYal ell.

TTockoneKy EKO He MMenia BO3MOXKHOCTH OIeHHTh, KaKylo YacTh IyTH OHU YK€ IIPeofofielt, eé CTpax
nepeq YymOBUIlaMK CMECTHUJICS Ha HEM3BECTHOCTh, Masgdalllylo BIIepedy, B UX TOUKe Ha3HaYeHHUs.

IlaHTepa HampaB/AIach IPAMO B OTKPEITOe Mope. Exo Gonbine He Bufena Kaitku BepxoM Ha ero
netatomeM 3Bepe. OH obelan, 4To 3T0 6yIeT JOJTUM IIyTEIIECTBUEM.

Ho BMecTe C yCTasoCThIO €10 OBNIAAENI0 ¥ YYBCTBO IOJIHOTO 0e3pa3nuyus K mpoucxogsaiemy. OHa
CHanach ¥ IpeKpaTuiia mporecToBaTh. Korga oHa Hayasa CIIOKOMHO Pa3MBIIUISITE O CBOEM
TI0JI0KEHUU U TI0IIpo0oBaia MoIIeBeTUTh PyKaMu, OHa 0CO3Hasla, YTO He OIIyIaeT HYU MaJjleHiIero
HeynoOcTBa. Ténsble pyKy XKEeHIIUHEL, CUASIIEN T03aayu Heé, TOKOUIUCh Ha €€ Tajuu.

TToxone6aBmuch HeKoTopoe BpeMs, Exo 3agana Bompoc:

- OHU BCE eIIl€ TOHSTCS 3a HaMHU? - OHa 00epHYy/ach, YTOOH! B3rISHYTh HA XKEHIIUHY.

- VM HeT 4ucla, - 0TBeTUIa OHa. OMHAKO €€ ToJI0C OBIJT MSATKUM U faXke 00Ha[EKUBAIOIIUM.

- KTo THI?

- MuI - cniyru Taixo. A Tellepb CMOTPH BIiepéer, noxanyicta. OH OygeT HeLOBOJIEH, €CIIU S YPOHIO
Te0SI.

Exo HeoxoTHO moBepHyach 06paTHO. OHa MOrfa pa3risafeTh UL TEMHOE He6o 1 TEMHEI OKeaH,
OCBeIllaeMbIe TYCKJIBIM CBETOM 3BE3[I U CTOJIb K€ TYCKJIBIMU 0TOIecKaMu BojH. M myHy. BEICOKYIO,
3UMHIOI0 JIyHY. boJsiblie HUuYero.



- [lepxu Mey kpernde. Tebe HU B KOEM CIIydae HEJb3s MMOTEPSTH €T0.

970 npenynpexnerue pa3dymuio B EKo 0Tronocku cTpaxa. TO MOTJIO 03HA4YaTh JIMIIb TO, YTO UX
oxXwupanu emre 0ojee yxacaroye OUTBHL.

- Bparu?

- OHU mpecliefyloT Hac, HO He BOIMHYUCS 0 HUX. XbEKU OBICTD.

- Torma...

- HoxHEI TOXKE He ITOTEePsu.

- HoxHEI?

- Med4 ¥ eT0o HOXKHBI COCTaBIAOT Mapy. OHM Bceraa OOJIKHBI XPAaHUTHCS BMECTE. A CaMOIIBETHI,
IPUKPEIIEHHBIe K HOXKHAM, 3aIlUTAT Tebs.

Exo mocMoTpena Ha Med, KOTOPHI OHa CXKKMMaja B pyKax. CrHe-3e/IéHble Mapk, Pa3MepoM C MSUYKK
[IJIST IAHT-TIOHTa, BUCEJIHM Ha KOHIIe IeKOPATUBHOTO IIHYPKa, 0OBUBABILIETOCS BOKPYT HOXKEH.

- 9Ttn?

- Ila. Bo3pbMu uX B PyKH ¥ caMa Io#meIns. Ceiyac [OCTAaTOYHO IIPOXJIafiHO, YTOOH! THl 3aMETHIIA.

Exo npukocHynack K cepam. Eé 1afoHu MefTeHHO HAMOIHUIACh IPUSTHEIM OIyIIeHHEM.

- OHH TEmLie.

- Onu nmomoryT Tebe B 11000 MOMEHT: HEBaXKHO paHeHa Thl, 60JIbHA UK ycTaja. ITOT Med U eTo
HOXKHBI - OUYeHb [[EHHOE COKPOBHILE. TH [OJIKHA BCET/Ia 3HATh, THEe OHU HAXOMSITCS.

EKO KWBHYIIA. Ona Pa3nyMruiBalla Hal CBOUM CJI€OYIOIINM BOIIPOCOM, HO BHE3AITHO OHU PE3KO
C6p0CI/IJ'II/I CKODPOCTE.

JIyHa, oTpaxaromasics B TEMHOW ITOBEPXHOCTU OKeaHa, CHsiia OeIkiM CBETOM. IPKOCTb 3TOT0
CBETOBOTO ISTHA, IJIellyIlerocs Ha BOJIHAX, pociia II0 Mepe TOT0, KaK OHU CIIYCKaJKiCh. BEIIO
II0X02Ke, CJIOBHO 3TO JIVHHBIM CBET IIpeBpalliaia rpeOHu BOJIH B IeHy. Korga oHM CITyCTUIUCE elé
HUXKe, OHa CMOTJIa Pa3rIsigeTh, KaK TOBEPXHOCTh OKeaHa B3[IEIMAETCS B BOIOBOPOTE.



Exo ocosHaa, 4To MaHTepa Co6MpaeTCs HEIPHYTH IPSIMO B KOJIBIIO CBETA B IIEHTPE 3TOT0
CBEPKAIOIIEeTO BUXPSI.

- { He yMero nyiaBaTh!

- He BOHHYIZCﬂ, - KEeHIIIMHa Kpelrde COellnIIa PYKH BOKPYT TaJINK EKO

- Ho!..

E# He XBaTUI0 BpeMeHHU, YTOOH YCIIeTh TPOU3HECTH YTO-Mu60 erne. OHM HEIPHYIIU MIPSMO B
BOJOBOPOT. EKO 3a:KMypuiach, IPUTOTOBUBIINCE K KECTKOMY CTOIKHOBEHHIO C BOTHOM TIafibio, HO
BMecCTO 3T0ro... OHa He IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa IIpaKTUYeCckKu HU4ero. Hu Hamopa Oyprisiiux BOJIH, HU Jaxe
XOJIOOHOTO IIPUKOCHOBEHUS BOMHI.

Ona omrymrana ce6st OYOTO MOrPYyKEHHOM B CepeOPUCTHIM CBET, KOTOPHIY TPOHUKAJ [aXKe CKBO3b
YTOJIKK €€ 3aKPHITHIX I'71a3. YTO-TO [M0X0xKee Ha TOHKYIO Byalb, CKOJIB3HYJIO II0 €€ JIHIIY.

Exo oTkphina rnasa. OHKM HAXONUIIKCh B 3aJIMTOM CBETOM TyHHene. He 6b110 607IbIe HA TEMHOTHI, HY
BeTpa. TONIbKO MyTEBOAHEIM CBET, 00BOJIAKUBAIOIINM UX C TOJIOBH 0 ISAT. OPeosi IyHHOTO CBETa,
IIPOPE3aloIINiCs CKBO3b YEPHOTY BOJIH.

- Y10 3TO TaKoe? - IIOMHTEepecoBanach Exo.

ITog HOTamMu 3BEPSI HAXOOUIIOCH KOJIBIIO CBETa. TOYHO TaKoe Ke HaXOOUJIOCh Hafl ero ronopou. OHa He
MOTJIa ITOHSTh UET JIU CBET 10 HaIlPaBJIEHWIO OT TOJIOBEI K HOTaM MU e Hao0opoT. Ho B mobom
Clydae, BCKOpe OHHU IPeO0oJIel0T 3aIUThIi 9TUM CBETOM y4aCTOK IIyTH.

Korga oHu HBIDHY/IM B 9TOT ITIOTOK CBETA, OHA BHOBb ITOYYBCTBOBAJIa KaK YTO-TO, IT0X0XKee Ha TOHKYIO
TKaHb, CKOJIb3UT T10 e€ nuily. HaKoHel], OrPOMHBEIM CKauYKOM, OHU BHIHBIPHYJIM Ha IIOBEPXHOCTh. Mup
BHOBB HAITOJTHUJICS 3BYKaMU OKeaHa

OKMHYB OKpy2Kaollee IPOCTPaHCTBO B3rIAA0M, KO yBHUIeNna Kb IyCTHHHEEE MOPCKHE IIPOCTOPEL.
OHY OKOHYATEJILHO BLIHBIPHYJIU U3 KOJIblla JIYHHOTO cBeTa. OHa He MOTJIa OIPefeNiuTh, HAaCKOJIbKO
[laJIeKo OT IIOBEPXHOCTHU BOOHI OHM Haxoaunuch. OHa BU[eJa JIUIIh BePXYIIKY BOJIH, KyTlaBIIAECS B
JIYHHOM CBeTe.

[ToBepxHOCTH OblyTa B30UTa B CHUSIOIIYIO CBETOM ITeHY, CJIOBHO OBUKMMAasi CBUPEIBIM BeTPOM. BoJHE
TONHMMAJIICh BOKPYT HUX KpyraMy, pa3buBasich Ha MenKue Kamnd. Ho cups BepxoM Ha maHTepe, Exo
He OolIyIrana OyIIyoInero BOKpPyr HUX yparaa. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa BCETO JIMINb MSATKUH BETEPOK,
oOnyBaBIuii e€. B HeOe Hay HUMM KITyOuIuch Tyuu. IlogoOpaBInuick, 3Bepb B3MbLI BhIIIEe B Hebeca.
Bckope oHUM OBITH CIUIIKOM BBICOKO ¥ HE MOTJIM Pas3TysfeTh HaXKe OTpaXkKeHue JIYHHOT'0 CBeTa B
OKeaHe.



- Xp€Ku! - mpokpuyana XKeHIMHa.

TpeBora B eé ronoce 3acTaBuia Exo ornsayTscs. IIpocnenus 3a B3rIaq0M XKeHIUHE, OHA yBUAeNa
MHOKECTBO YEPHHIX TeHEH, BHIIPHITUBAIOIINX U3 SPKOT0 Opeojia JIYHHOTO CBeTa. EMMHCTBEHHBIM
MUCTOYHHUKOM CBeTa Oblyla JTyHa U €€ oTpaxkeHue B Mope mof HuM. OHM HECIIUCh MPSIMO B
KJTIyOUBILIKECS TTepe HUMU TyYH.

OHY IOTPY3UTUCEH B TEMHOTY.

He Ov1m0 BupmHO HU Heba, Hu 3emMau. OT JIYHBI OCTAIOCh JIUIIh TYCKJIOe STHTapHOe CBeUeHue.
Vracaomuii OroHEK, ApoXKallyii Iofo6HO BCIoIoXaM OyIIyiolero miaMenu. Exo ysumena
OecumclieHHOe MHOXKECTBO TeHEeH U MOHsIa: OHM mpecenyioT eé. Ha Heé Hecmuch 00e3bsTHb, KPHICH,
IITUITH C IIEPCTHIO0 CAMBIX PA3JTUYHBIX I[BETOB: KPACHbLIE, YEPHEIE, TOMyOhIe... X ocBelana KpacHas
JIyHA, BUCSINAS T03aiX HUX.

EKo, CTOBHO 3a9apoBaHHAas, yCTaBUIach Ha mpoucxofsmee. OHa yx&e Bumena Bcé 910. OHa 3Hana
3TO.

- BricTpee! - 3akpuyana oHa. - OHU JOTOHSAT Hac!

- Ycmoxkotrics, - XKeHIMHA BCTPSXHYTIA e€. - MBI U TaK JIETUM TaK ObICTPO, KaK TOJIbKO MOXKEM.

- HerT!

XKenmuna npuxana EKo K CIiHe TaHTEpHL.

- [Tepxuck, - CKOMaH0OBaJIa OHA.

-YTto TH?..

- 4 momeITal0Ch MOMEIIATh M. Hep}KI/ICB Kperm4e, He BI::II'[y'CKaI;I Med U3 PYK.

V6enusmcs, uTo EXo BEIC/yIIana eé HacTaBleHHs, OHa OTIYCTHIA eé Talauio U OTKHHYIAach Ha3af,
PEe3K0 OTTONKHYBIINUCH OT HUX. Ha MrHoBeHue EKo ycresna 3aMeTUTh 0TOIECK 30JI0THIX ITOJIOC,
UOYIIUX BOOJIb €€ CIUHEI, ITOCJIe YeTr0 TEMHOTA MOTJIOTHIIA e€.

EKO HE BHEJIa HUYETo B OKYTBIBaIOlLIefI eé TeMHOTe. Mx 061:[&)'[0 BHE3AIITHBEIM IIOPBEIBOM BETPA. EKO
PacIiaCTalaCh Ha CIIMHE IIaHTEePhL



- X-XBEKHu-caH?.. - mo3Baia Exo.

- YTo Takoe?

- MEL CMOXKEM OTOPBATHCA OT HUX?

- CIoxHO CKa3arTs, - HEeBO3MYTHMO OTBETHUII OH, IIOCJI€ YE€T0 BHE3allTHO BEIKPDUKHYIT:

- beperucs, ceepxy!

TTocMoTpes HaBepx, Eko yBuena TyCKIIyi0 KpacHyI0 BCIILIIKY.

- 97O roiiio, - cKa3an XbEKH, Pe3K0 CBOpauMBast B CTOPOHY. YTO-TO Bpe3anoch B ero GOK U OTIETeNIO B
CTOPOHY.

- YTo 3TO OBITIO?

XBbEKM MPOMIOJIKUIL JIETETH BIIEPEN, IEPUOAUYECKY BUJISIS U3 CTOPOHLL B CTOPOHY. BHe3amnHo oH
3aTOPMO3HIL.

- ObHaxu cBOY Med, 3T0 3acafga. OHU OTpe3asiyd HaM IyTh K OTCTYIIJIEHUIO.

- YTo 3HAyUT 3acama’?

BrnsgeiBasich B TEMHOTY, EKO 3aM€eTHJIIa, KaK BCIIBIXUBAET eH.Ié OoIWH KpaCHBIfI OTOHEK U IIOHsJIa, 9TO
13 TeHel Ha HUX HeCETCs CTas YYyOOBHIII.

- O, uépr.

OT MEICTIH, YTO eii IPUAETCS BHOBb IOJHUMATh Med, EKo mepeépHy o oT oTBpamerus. B To xe
BpEMsI OHaA OIIyTHIa IPUCYTCTBUE XOJOMHLIX IIIyTIajiell B CBOMX HoraxX. E€ Horu mpuxanuch K 60Kam
TIaHTepHl C TAaKOi CHUJION, 4To y EKO maxe XpyCTHYNIM KoleHH. BBepX, B0/ eé M03BOHOYHUKA,
CJT0OBHO Ol B30UpaJsics nensiHo# 4epBb. OHa HEBOJIBHO BHIIIPSIMUIIACH, OTPHIBASICh OT CIIUHEI XbEKH. Eé
TaNbIbl Pa3XalKuch, OTIYCKas ero mepcTh, ¥ OHa IpHHsANa 60eByio CTolKy. EKo BLITammIa Med 13
HOXKEH ¥ 3aCyHYJla HOXHBI 3a M0SIC CBOEH 100KMU.

- IIpekpatu!

Eé IIpaBad PYKa C ME€49O0M BEITAHYJIACh, TOTdd KdK JieBas CXBATHUIIACh 3a I'PHUBY.



- [Toxkanyiicra!

OHM HEOTBpPaTUMO CONMMUKAIIKUCH ITOKA, HAKOHEIl, He CTOJIKHYJIUCh APYT C APYTOM, CJIOBHO [Ba IITOPMA.
XbEKM BOpBaJICs B CaMBIii IIEHTP CTal ¥ Med EKo cBepKasl TO clieBa, TO CIIpaBa, CO3[jaBas BOMOIaMIE!
13 KpPoBU. BCé 4TO OHa MOTJIa cHienaTh, 9TO 3aKPUYaTh U 3aKPHITh ri1a3a. OHa He MOTjIa CMOTPETh Ha
yOuiCcTBa XKUBBIX CymIecTB. OHa He MOTJIa [aXKe BEIHECTH BCKPBITHS JIATYIIKY HA 3aHSITUSX 110
ouomnoruu. E€ XKM3Hb HE CTOMJIA TAKOT'0 KOJIMYEeCTBa YOUMICTB.

Meu BHe3alIHO OCTaHOBUJICS.

- OTKpo# rna3a, nHaye [I3KOHI0 He CMOXKeT Te0s 3alUTUTh, - 00paTUICS K Hell XbEKH.

- HeT!

ITaHTepa BcTaja Ha ABIOH U 3aPOKUHYJIA FOJIOBY BBEPX. KKO MpofokKana fepKarh r1a3a Kpemnko
3axkMypeHHEIMU. OHa He X0Tesia OBITh IPUYMHOM elrlé 60bIIero KoJuyecTBa cMepTeit. Ecmu
3aKpHITHE TJ1a3 IOMOIJI0 OCTaHOBUTH MeY, TOTa OHA IIPOJOJIKUT [AePKaTh UX 3aKPHITHIMH.

XbEKM PE3KO0 BUJIbHYI BIEBO. 3aTEM IOCIENOBaNl XKECTKUH yaap, MOX0XUK Ha CTOJIKHOBEHHUE CO
cTeHou. EXO ycIblana 94To-To IT0X0XKee Ha BOM paHeHoM cobaku. OTKPHIB I'Ta3a, OHA YBUAETA
TOJIbKO TEMHOTY. He ycmerna oHa MOHSTh, YTO MIPOU30IIIJI0, KaK BOPYT XbEKKU BHE3AITHO ITEPEBEPHYJICS.

Eé Horu pa3xkanuck. OHa nagana.

OHa cMOoTpena OCTeKJIeHeBIIUMY I'Jla3aMU Ha HECYIIEerocs Ha He€ 3Bepsi, I0X0XKero Ha AUKOTO0
kabaHa. [IpaBoii pyKol OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJa CTOJIKHOBEHHE, OILIyTHIA, KaK CTajlb BOH3a€TCS B MBIIIITEL
M KOCTH 9TOT0 y2KacHoro MoHCTpa. OHa CJIBIlIana ero PEB U CBOM COOCTBEHHbBIE KPUKH.

U 3arem Huyero. OHa HUYEro He BUIeNa, He CHbIIIaja U He YyBCTBOBaa. B eé ronose He OBIIO
HUKAKUX MbIC/Ied. Brino muinbs 6eCKOHEUHOe TafileHre CKBO3b 0ECKOHEYHYI0 TEMHOTY.
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