B sTOoT MOMEHT nepeq AH TSHeM IOsIBUIIOCH ONyIpo3pauHoe Teso 2KacMmuH. Ha ee nutie Gbita
HaCMeIIKa, KOTfla OHa II0OCMOTpeJla BHU3 Ha 9TH SI3BIKM IJIAMEHH, IIPeXe YeM IOTHSITh PYKY.

TauHCTBeHHas SHEPTUs CBepKajla Ha KOHYMKAX ee TajblleB. M oHa omycTuia pyKy....

du TsHb 3HaN o cuse KacMuH 1 He OBUI IIOKUPOBaH, YBUAEB, KaK OHa pa3pe3aeT ajoe IjiaMs, Kak
OyOTo OHO OBITIO HUYEM.

Anoe nnamMs YOapHUIIO O CTEHEI IT€IEP, XU PACIIIIABUJIO CKAJIHI.

2KacMuH B3rifHyJa Ha uno fAH TaHsa. BHyTpeHHe OHa Bcerpa XoTejla 3allUTUTL CBOEr0 CTapIIero
OpaTa. MBIC/IE O TOM, UYTO OHA MOXKET 3TO HeJlaTh... Jaxe ecjIi 3To OyHeT IPOCTO 3allliTa ero Teja, Ho
BCe XKe... 3T0 0YeHb pagoBaso ee.

- KTo 1ol Takasg? Kak Tl MOXKelllb OTKJIOHUTH IIJIaMsI 3TOTO KOPOJisA, MaJIEHbKaA meBoYKa?!.

- XM... HeyXKeJIu 9TO IJIaMs TaKoe YOUBUTENIbHOe? Bcero MUk KpOXOTHasA MCKOPKA... BOT U BCe OJIs
arou npuHiecch! - Cka3zana 2KacMuH ¥ B3TJISHYJIa Ha TUTAaHTCKOro Asoro JIpakoHa.

- {1 He 3HaI0, KaKyi0 XUTPOCTh THI UCIIOIb30BalIa, HO HA 3TOT pa3 KOPOIb He OymeT caepxkuBaThcsa. Ha
3TOT pa3 Bbl 00a TOYHO yMpeTe! - Anblii [[pakoH cKa3asl ITO TOHOM, KOTOPHIH 06elnan MHOTO GOmH.

AH TsHD c/leTKa HaXMyPHJICS, YYBCTBYS, UTO APaKOH COOKMpaeTCs MCII0Ih30BaTh elre 60jee MOITHYI0
araky. OH ycraBuics Ha 2KacMuH U cKasas el: "He IIyTH C HUM... YOel ero Kak MOXKHO cKopee!"

- Ja ... ma ... 1 moHUMar. - [10oBoIbHO HEOpekKHO cKa3ana KacMmuH. [ToToMy 4TO yOUNCTBO 3TOTO
aznoro [IpakoHa Ha caMOM fiele He ObLIO AJ11 Hee 4YeM-TO 0COOEHHBIM.

B ee rma3ax mosiBUIOCh CEPhE3HOE BHIpaXkKeHMe, KOrga OHa CMOTpeJia Ha anoro [IpakoHa.
- YMpu... OnucTaTenbHEN AHXUTAPYIOMKY yaap 3Be3gHoro bora!"

B 3TOT MUT BCe CTUXUM B MUPE, Ka3al0Ch, IepecTany Bpamarbcsa. OrpoMHOe TeNo anoro IIpakoHa
3aCTBIJIO Ha MECTe, U Ha ero Tejie MOSBUJICS KPOBaBbIM KPECT.

- M...BO3MOXKHO...H ... ...
OH pa3Banuics Ha 4 JacTH.

Opuako AH TsgHE HE CMOTPEN Ha Tejo anoro [IpakoHa. OH He COMHEBAJCs, 4TO ecinu 2KaCMUH HadyHET
IeNCTBOBATh, albii [IpakoH yMpeT. Bompoc OB B TOM... KakK 9TO IMOBIUIO Ha 2KacMUH?

OH MOT 4yBCTBOBaTh CMePTEJIbHYIO aypy OT Tejla 2KacMuH!

MrHoBeHHO BhIpaxeHue nuna 98 TaHg U3MEHUIIOCh, U OH KPUKHYI: "HEMe[JIEHHO 3ajie3al B
HeOeCHYIO AOBUTYIO XKeMuyxXKuHy! TBOH 51 BCIBIXHET!"

Y XKacmuH 61710 MepTBEHHO-6/1eqHOE U0, ¥ OHA 6e3 KoebGaHui BepHYIach B HEOECHYIO SIOBUTYIO

KeMUyXKuHY, 4To0B ogaBuTh 1. OHa HefmooleHuNa "abconmtoTHOro bora, youBaromero s,
C nomoursio HebecHot simoButoi 2KeMuykuHbl 2KaCMUH BCKOpE CMOTJIA ITOaBUTh Sf.

Tem BpemeHneM AH TsHL OTIIPaBUIICS 3a TEJIOM 3TOTO anoro [IpakoHa. ITo aapo MMmnepaTopcKoro
r1y60KOTO ITapcTBa ObLIO JOBOIBHO IIEHHEIM... KDOMe TOT0, BOKPYT Hero Oblyia Takxke TpaBa [lyxa



orHs. OH cobpan Bce U TOMECTHUI B HEOECHYIO IOOBUTYIO JKEMUYXKUHY.

TpaBa [lyxa orasi He ©Mea [jst Hero 6070l eHHocTH. OgHAKO OH 3HAJI, YTO €C/IH OH IIPOHAACT ero
Ha PHIHKE, OHa OymeT MpogaBaThCs MOBOJIBHO TOPOTO.

OTH COTHM 3peNBX TpaBs [lyxa OTHS HOJIKHEBI II03BOJIUTL eMy 3apaboTtath 1000 puomeTOBBIX MOHET.

Pasrpa6uB Bcio nemiepy, A1 TsHb, HAKOHEII, OTIIPABUIICS B caMyI0 I'Ty0OKyI0 ee 4yacTh. [Jaxke
u3fajaeKa OH YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK 3Ta TBapb 30BET €ro.

OH ycTaBUICA Ha KpacHYI0 cepy, JTexkalyo Ha KaMHe.
I'naps Ha KpacHyo chepy, AH TgHb 4yBCTBOBAJ, KAK BHYTPU HEE TOPUT OTOHb.
- 3HAYUT, 9TO OTHEHHOE CEMsI... - OH 0oJIbllle He Kojebasncs ¥ IPOTrJI0TUII KpacHyio chepy.

Adu TaHb He OTKPHIBaN I'Jla3, YYBCTBYS, KaK KpacHas chepa pacceuBaeTcsi, BXons B ero teso. Kakas-
TO TAWHCTBEHHAs SHEPTHS PACIPOCTPAHMIIACh B TITyOMHHEIX BEHAX €T0 3JI0T0 6ora.

OH mouyBCTBOBaJI, KakK OpIcTpo mopHuMaeTcs Ero LlapcTso.

He npouino u cekyHARl, Kak OH IIPOpPBaJiCAd Ha IepBHY ypoBeHs " [IpogBunyTOd cTyneHu". Ho 310
OBLT ellle He KOHEII,...

2-1 YPOBEHb.
3-1 YPOBEHb.
4-7 ypOBEHb.

Cpa3sy nocre npopsiBa Ha 4-i ypoBeHb " IIpOABUHYTOM CTyIeHK" 9HEPrus Oblia moraiieHa. 9To yxe
Ob110 mocTaTo4HO IS AH TAHS, ¥ OH He MOT He KUBHYTh B BOCTOPTE.

9TO0 U3MEHUJIO ero I'Iy00K1e BeHEl Ha OTHEHHBIN aTpulyT rimy0oKux BeH. [my0oKue BeHHI 3710T0 6ora
CTaJIu HaMHOTO 60Jiee YIPYTUMHU, YeM PaHbIIIE... ¥ Iy4LIed Cunon ObU10 To, 9To AH TIHB MOT
TIOTJIOTUTE OT'OHb.

Oronb HHUKOT'Td HE CMO2XKET IIPUINHUTE EMY Bpena!

2Kacmus OyoeT COBepUIEHHO MOTPSICeHa, Korfa mpocHeTcs. OHa HUKOra OBl HE mogyMaia, 4To AH
TsiHb TaK CKOPO 00HAPYKUT MECTOHAX0XKIeHWe OTHeHHOro ceMeHHu. Ho Bckope AH TsIHb MOKUHYJI 3TO
MECTO.

Brpouewm, et u He Hamo OBIJIO HUYEro roBopuTh. AH TsHB coOUpascs cKa3aTh eH, 4YTO OH XOYeT,
yTOOH! OHa y6una anmoro [IpakoHa pagu MMmepaTopCcKoro rinyOUHHOTO sigpa. A HalTH OTHEHHOE CeMs
OBLIIO ITPOCTO HEOXKUIAaHHEIM MPUOOPETEHUEM. .

dH TsgHP HaKOHEeI IOKOHYMJI CO BCEM, UTO MOJIZKEH OBLI COelaTh. 3a 9TU HEeCKOJIBKO MECSIeB OH Bell
IOBOJILHO OJMHOKKM 00pa3 XKHU3HH, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 9TO IIPHUHECJIO CBOU IIJIO[IHI.
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