OHu yxke mpuOIHUKAIUCh K OMYIIKe jleca, Korga MaliH, HaKOHell, 3aMeTHJIa TO, YTO MCKaJla - CBEXKYIO
TIOJISIHY B JIECY, BRHIPBAHHEIE C KOPHEM [IepPeBbs U CTBOJIEI, 00JIOMaHHBEIe, KaK BETKH, pa30pOCaHHEBIE Y
ero ceBepHoro kpas. K cuacThio, OHM B 3HAQUHUTEILHON CTEIIeHH JIETEJIH 110 MPSIMOM, ¥ XOTS He OBIIO0
HUKAKUX NTPU3HAKOB BcafiHWKa U 3HaKOMOTI0, 3TO ObIJIO Xopoliee Hadyajo. CKONb3HYIa BHU3,
HEeXHO, ¢ Ben'Haca, Ha MOMNSAHY, CIEIIXIIACh, YTOOB OCMOTPEThCS. Pa3pyllneHre 0T BHE3AIMHOT0
mpu3eMJIeHus ObIJI0 OYeBHUOHBIM, HO OHA He BHeJla HUKAKUX IIPHU3HAKOB TOTO, YTO OH CHOBA B3JIETEI.
[Tpaiim OBITT OTPOMEH, U, YUUTHIBAST OECIIOPSIOK, KOTOPHIM OH YCTPOHUJ B XPAaMOBOM KOMIIJIEKCe, KOT/ia
IIOKHUHYJI ero, OHa 3aIlog03puiia, YTO YBUAUT YTO-TO IOJ00HOE 3[eCh, HO 9TOT0 He OblI0. MaiiH
ry00KO B3[IOXHYJIA, laBasi CBOEMY HapaCTaloIlleMy THeBY YCIIOKOUThCS. BCcE G110 HETTPaBUILHO BO
BCel 3TOM CUTyaluu, Kak OyaTo 9TO OBLI IJIOX0M COH, TaK YTO C €€ CTOPOHBI OBIIO TJIYTIO OXKHUAATH,
YTO BCE MPOUIET IIafiKO0, Jaxke KOT{a YTO-TO IIIJI0 TaK, KaK OHA XOTeJa. Y CIIOKOUBIINCH, OHA THXO0
HaleBaJla, U3y4yas Maruio OKpyxKarolnei MecTHOCTH. OHa He 0XKHOajla HaUTH YTO-HUOYOb TI0JIe3HOe,
TaK Kak fceHeBas Hae3mHuila Oblyla y2Ke HaleKko OT He€, HO Ha BCSIKHH CIy4Yal CTOMIIO IOMPOoO0OBaTh.
OHa 4yyBCTBOBaJla HECKOJIbKMX PHIMIYIIUX HOYHHIX 3BEpeH, TepMUH, 0OBIYHO ITPHUCBanuBaeMElil Oojiee
OTIaCHBLIM CYIIIeCTBaM, KOTOPhIE MOTJIH JIN00 KaKUM-TO 06pa3oM BlafieTh CBOUM OCKOJIKOM, JTU0O0 OBITH
MYTHUPOBaHBI UM; YTO-TO elle 6oyee MOIIHOe OPOIUIIO Ha CeBEPeE, a TaKXkKe Ha CeBepe, y Kpas Jieca,
ObLTH CTedbl OUTBEL, TIe KTO-TO BBITYCTHII JOCTATOYHO Maruu, 4YToObI OHa BCE ellé ocTanack. OHa
yCcTaja OT CyLIeCTBa PSIOM CO ClieflaMi, KOTOPBIe OHA HUKOT{la He YyBCTBOBAJIA PaHbIIe, HO
TIOCKOJIBKY OHM Ka3aJuCh 3HAKOMBIMHU, e¥ HY2KHO OBIJIO B3TJISHYTh Ha HUX, ITPEXe 4eM OHU
¥Cc4Ye3HyT. Teneps ey NPUAETCS YUTU U HafesAThCS, YTO OHA He CTOJIKHETCS C BUHOBHUKaMU. Ben'Hac
OBLT CIIMIIKOM BEJIMK, UTOOB UATH C HEW Yepe3 JIec, TI03TOMY OHa II0CJiaja ero JIeTeTh Hafl TOJI0BOH, a
caMma ImpoOupasnach MeX[y [epeBbIMU K MeCTy OUTBHI.

HouHoii 3Bepb, KOTOPHIH, KaK OHa MIPEeIoJIoXKuIa, IpeciiefioBal NenelIbHoro Bcagauka, BCTPETHI
KOHeIl OT Irpu3nu. Korga-To oH, BeposaTHO, ObIJT 60IBIIUM KOTOM U TIePEeKUI HEMAJIO CTOIKHOBEHUH, O
YEM CBHUETENbCTBYIOT MHOTOYHUCIIEHHEBIE IITPAMbl, HO TETePh OH JieXKaJsl, Pa30PBaHHEIM II0TI0JIaM
OTPOMHO¥M cusod. 'uraHTCcKue cierl KOrTel Takxke Myrajd CBOMM HaludueM Ha O/u37exkaliux
IepeBbsX, U, OTJIAAEBIINCEH, OHa CMOTJIa pa3rIsaifgeTh cliensl BcagHuKa, KOTOPHIM JOBOJIBHO OO
IIeTJISJI II0 OKPEeCTHOCTAM. TpynHO cKas3aTh, Oblla 1 TaM KpoBb Hae3mHUIlE, yYuTEBas 6eCIopsIoK
OT HOYHOTI'O 3BepPs, HO, HACKOJIbKO OHA MOTJIa Cy[JUTh, OHA HepaKasiach JOBOJIBHO XOPOIIO, II0Ka He OBLI
HaHeCEH nocnefHuii ynap. O mpucyTcTBUU (paMunbsapa He ObIJI0 U HaMéKa. Haxonsich B TOYKe
pas3psOKu, OHa MOrJla CKasaTh, YTO Marus OnpefesieHHO IpUHa/jiexkaa neneabHoMy BcagHuKy, HO
3TO CPOLCTBO OBLIO HE TeM, YTO OHA MOTJIa OIPefeuTh BooOIe. ITo He ObITT HU ONUH U3 3JIEMEHTOB,
Y OH He COBIafiall HU C ONHUM U3 U3BECTHBIX OPAroleHHBIX KaMHe.

E€ uccnemoBaHue ObIIO IPEPBAHO MOSBIEHUEM CYIIECTBA, KOTOPOE OHA IePBOHAYAIBHO
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJIa OOIN30CTH, KOTIa OHO BEICKOUMIIO M3-3a IePEBLEB U OPOCHUIIOCH ITPSIMO Ha Hee. OH
OB BHIIIE €€ POCTOM M IIOXOAWI Ha Oyporo MenBens, CTOSINEro Ha 3afHUX jalaX, 3a HCKITI0YeHUeM
TOTO, YTO y HETr0 TakxkKe OBl KPOBaBO-KpacHBIE IIUIIACTHIE IIJIACTHHE IPSIMO Ha CIIMHE, C KOTTel
Karaja OecTsias GuoeToBas X KUAKOCTh, a I'Jla3a TOPeJId MCTUTEIbHLIM KpacHBIM. [leMoH! O HUX
XOMIUIIK JIETEHOHl ¥ KOIIIMaphl, ¥ 3@ BCIO €€ XKU3Hb He ObIJT0 HUKAKUX COOOIIEHUHM 0 TOM, YTO UX
BUIEJH B KOPOJIeBCTBe. [0 CUX IIOpP TaK OHO ¥ OblsI0. MaiiH yBepHYIach, MPU3bIBast Maruio CBOET0
IparoleHHOr0 KaMHs, YTOOBl YKPENUTh KyJTaKu ¥ HOTH, a TaK¥kKe BCE TeJlo, KOTOpoe He ObIIo
3aluIIeHo KocTsaHou OpoHeli. OHa 6osinack. C jeMOHaMU IIYTKY IIJIOXU, U 9Ta TBaph OKa3aiach
ollacHee, YeM OHa OXKMHfasa, ero UCIopYeHHas IPUPOoa CKphljia CBOI0 UCTUHHYIO CUITy OT €€
YYBCTBUTENIBHOW Maruu. B TO BpeMs KakK e€ 3aKOJIJOBAHHBIM CKEOH MOT OTPa3UTh HECKOJIBKO YOApOB
KOT'Tel IeMOHOB, ST Ha HUX ObII COBEPILIEHHO OIPYT'UM [EJIOM, eTo IIUIeHre Ha 3eMJIie IIpenosiarao,
YTO OH, BEPOSITHO, ITPOTJIOTUT OfeXKAY Yepe3 KOPOTKUM ITPOMEKYTOK BpeMeHU. OHa MOria 000UTHCH
1 6e3 paH. [[eMOH Bpe3asics B epeBo, Ha KOTOPOM OHa CTOsIjIa, U CHOBa IIOBEPHYJICS K HEU JTUIOM,
KaK pa3 Korfa MaliH IpeITHYJIa C iepeBa eMy B TOJIOBY, efiBa 130ekaB AUKOT0 B3Maxa KOI'Ted. 3aTeM
OHa TPOMKO OTCKOYHIIa OT €r0 TOJIOBEI, UYTOOLI B3MIETETh Ha OnuxKaliliee IepeBo, HAIIPaBisd B yaap



KaK MOXKHO 00JbIlle cuiibl. Ha MTHOBEHUE OIIeJIOMIEHHBIN, OH OTCTYIHUII Ha3afl, Korga MalH
BCKapabkasnachk Ha 0ojiee BEICOKHE BETBU [IePEBa, a 3aTeM IIePenpHIrHyIT Ha 60/ee BHICOKY0. Ei
HY2KHO OBIJIO TIOAHSATHCS HOCTATOYHO BEICOKO, YTOOBI OKA3aThCs B IpefiesiaX oCsIraeMocTH Ben'Haca,
TakK Kak mmo0er 1o Bo3ayXy ObLIT €€ ydIIuM BapuaHToOM. "[Ipu yCIIOBHH, YTO OH He COPOCUT MEHS C
mepeBa', - mogymMasa oHa Ipo cebs, Korfa flepeBo, Ha KOTOPOe OHa CHavasia BCKapabKasach, CUIbHO
3ampoxkaino. OHa CMeHUIa IepeBbs eIl [IBa pa3a, Mpexk[e YeM IpopBajiachk CKBO3b IOJIOT, IEMOH
BHM3Y CUCTEMaTU4Y€CKM aTaKOBaJl JePEeBbs, Ha KOTOPHIX OHA TOJBKO YTO OBblNIa, CIOBHO MHCTUHKTHBHO
YyBCTBYS €€ IIPUCYTCTBUE. YBUEB, KaK Ben'Hac 6pocusics 3a Hel, OHa KPENKO yXBaTUIach 3a
IepeBo, KOTOPOe CHUJIbHO pacKauuBaioCh, a 3aTEM B3MbLJIa B BO3[YX, YXBAaTUBIINUCE 3a €TI0 KOT'TH,
KOTZla OH TIOOHSIJI e€ TofiajibIlle OT jIeca, K JIyraM Ha ceBepe, 4TOOH! eii Okl ymoOHee cecTb. MaliH
CuMTasa, 4YTO ey IOBe3JI0, YTO OHa CTOJIKHYJIaCh TOJIBKO C TPOMO3AKUM Ha3eMHBIM IEMOHOM, a He C
yeM-TO 60j1e€ TPOBOPHEIM, TIOCKOJIBKY 9TO MOTJIO CTaTh €€ KoHIIoM. OHa Obllla 0YeHb YBEPEHA B CBOUX
00€eBBIX CITOCOOHOCTSIX, HO UX YUHIHM 60SThCS JEMOHOB, ¥ 9TO OBIJIO MPABUJILHO. B IpPeBHUX JTereHmax
IEMOHOB BCerya YHUUTOXKAIHU Te, Y KOro Obltu PemneryaTsie [IyIny, oCcTaTKM BeIuKoN BOMHE,
KOTOPHIE BpeMsi OT BpeMEHH BCIIJILIBAJIA Ha IIOBEPXHOCTh. XOTs y Heé Oblia citabast Hafexkaa, 4YTo OHa
CMOXKeT HauTH fceHeByw BcagHuly, cienys 3a Hell, KaKk OHa peajbHO OXKHAajla, 9Ta HUTOYKa
OKa3aach TynuKoBou. OHa He 3Hajla TOYHO, KaK OHHU BHIILIIN U3 Jleca U B KAKOM HallpaBJIeHUN
Temnepb IBUTAUCh. E€ YyBCTBUTENIbHAS Marus uMea OrpaHUYeHHBIA PaguyC IeNUCTBUS, U cervac
OHa Obl/Ta CITUIIIKOM PacCTPOeHa, YTOOH! HCIIOIb30BaTh €€ B TII0O0OM CIIy4ae.

Ipyroii e€ 3alemKo, KOTOpasi, Kak OHa cyuTasa, Oblta Ok 60ee pa3yMHBIM ITE€PBHIM BapHaHTOM, HO
PHUCKOBaJa CTOJNIKHYThCS C HEKOTOPLIMU CECTPaMU paHbllle, YeM €l XOTeJI0Ch, ObIJI0 BO3BPallleHNe B
IlepeBHIO NenenbHEIX BcagHukoB. flceHeBasi Hae3nHulla BIIOJIHE MOTJIa BEPHYTHLCS TyHa, UJTH, €CIH
3TO He yHACTCs, OHA CMOXKET ITOYEPIHYTh HAMEK U3 €€ IIPOILJIOr0, KOTOPHIM IIOMOXKET el HalTu e€.
Maiin monmXHa Oblyia BEIOpaTh O0Jee ATMHHBIN MapIIpyT, IpojieTas IMKUPOKO, YTOO n30exKaTh
BO3MYIITHOTO ITPOCTPAHCTBA XPaMOBOTO KOMILJIEKCa MOcyie GbICTPOH a3podhOTOCHEMKY XOIMOB K
CEeBepy OT Jieca, HO HAYEero He Halula. Tak YTo K TOMy BpeMeHH, KOTja OHa OKa3aslach B IIpefesax
[OCATaeMOCTU NEPEBHY, Y2Ke HaCTyNnuIa HacTosas Houb. BEIIO y2Ke CIUIIKOM IIO3[HO [T TOTO,
4yTOOR! 3alaBaTh BOIIPOCH!, ¥ YCTAJIOCTh Hadasla HOTOHATH €€, II03TOMY OHA CeJla IIOCPenu
3a0pOoIIIeHHbBIX IIaXTHBIX COOPYKEeHUM 1, 00HAPYKUB, UTO HeTelepepabaThBAOIINI 3aBO BCE eIlle
IOCTATOYHO ITPOYEH U MOCTATOYHO BENTUK, YTOOH YKPHITh Ben’'Haca, OHM YCTPOUIUCH BHYTPU HETO Ha
HOYb. MaiiH mpuxKanach K CBOeMy haMUIbIPy, HaclIaXkaasicCh ero TEMIoM U KOMGOPTOM, 3aCHYB.

[TpocuyBuIMCH Ha Clepyollee yTpo, MaliH yBuaena XyLeHbKY0 MOJIOLYIO IeBYLIKY, OOETYIO B
JIOXMOTBSI, KOTOpasi CMOTpeJla Ha Heé, KOrfla YTPEeHHUE JIy4YU COJIHI[A CTPYUIIUCH MUMO €€ CIIUHBI U
oMbiBanu u Hae3pHuiy, U haMuibsipa CBOUM TETJIBIM CUSHUEM.

- 910 TH 3a0pasna M3eHa, - mpsiMo 0OBUHUIA €€ [eBYIIKA.

MaiiH pacTepsiHHO IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Heé, Ipex/e YeM IIOHIIA, YTO, IT0 €€ MHEHUIO, UMeJI B BHIY
pPebGEHOK.

- Tol ©MeelTs B BUIy MOJIOOOTO Ye0BeKa, KOTOPOTO MBI B3sI/IM C COO0M, KOTIa 3aXBaTUIX BeAbMY [IBa
oHS Ha3an? Ero 3Banu U3en?

[leByllIKa KUBHYIIA.

- f momxHa 6]31)'[8, - TUXO0 OTBeTHI MaliH mocie KOpOTKOI7I IIay3Hl. - Ona, U3BUHUTE, OH OLIT TSIKEJI0
PaHEeH U HYyXKO4JICA B MeJIHHHHCKOfI IIOMOIITH.

- Ho Pa3Be HE THI HaHECJId EMY paHH? - CIIPOCHJIa JEBYIIKa.



Matin Konebanach. YTo TOBOPUIN MeXIY CO00M KPECThSIHE O COOBITHSIX IBYXOHEBHON NABHOCTH?

- TonpkO HEKOTOpPEIE U3 HUX, - OTBETHIIA OHaA. - MHe oyeHs kKanbk. OH IIPOCTO OKa3aJiICd HE B TOM
MecCTe.

- Ho emy cranoBuTCA nydyiie. - fob6aBuaa oHa MOIyIpaBay.

- 3HAYHUT, BBl IPUBE3JIK €T0 00pPaTHO? - C HafeXKIoM CIIpoCHia AeByIIKa. - ETo HeT C 0CTalbHBIMH.
MaliH BcTpeneHyack, Ben'Hac Toxke BHE3alTHO HACTOPOXKUIICS.

- KakuMu ocTanmbHBIMU? - CIIPOCHTIA OHA C HOTKO#M 0€CIIOKO#CTBA B TOJIOCe.

- Bcaguutia u emé mBoe. - JeBYIIIKa COCPeIOTOYeHHO CMOpIIHIa IuIlo. - OHa Ovlia omeTa B 6oratoe
3e7I6HOe ¥ YEPHOe, KaK OyIOTO MEITalach MMOKPACOBAThCS UM YTO-TO B 3TOM pome. OCTalbHEIE
IPSITAIMCh B IJIAIIaX.

- He BomnHylicsl, OHM He 3HAIOT, YTO THI 37IeCh. TOJIBKO 5, - moOaBUIa OHA.
Maiin HeMHOT0 pacciabunachk.

- Tak ImoyeMy XKe TheI 30eCh, €CJIM HE BO3BPaAllla€Illb €Ir0 U HEe C OCTAJIbHEIMU ? CTpaHHO onsa HaesgHuka
CIIaTh B IIIaXTe.

IeBy1ka Oblla TPOHUIIATENIbHA. MaiiH M03BOJIUIa X 3TO.
- 9TO HEMHOTO CJI0XKHO. {1 Haflesiach MOTOBOPUTH C JePEBEHCKUM CTapeHIInHON. - OTBETHUIIA OHA.

- Hacuét U3eHa? Th yBEpeHa, YTO C HUM BCE B MOPSIAKe? - OBICTPO CIIPOCHUTIA HEBYIIKA, TOAXO0/MS
onxe.

- Ila, u emé pa3 ma. - «Hy, 1o KpaiiHe#l Mepe, ceryac,» - mogyMasa oHa mpo ce6s. - OH 0YeHb BaXKeH
71T MEHS.

- OH Tebe HpPaBUTCS? - MOAAPA3HUIA NEeBYIIKa.

- Hert, HeT, He B 3TOM CMEICIIE, - OHICTPO OTBETHIIa MaiiH, IOKpPacHEB, BOIIPEKU caMol cebe, 1
YIOUBIISISICh, TIOYEMY OHA TaK MOCTYIIHIA.

- Hy, Th monmkHa! - cKa3ana AeByIlIKa, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha I'PyOu U OpOCUB HeonoOPUTENIbHEIM B3I,
KOTOPBIM TOBOPHUJI, UTO €CJIM OHA 9TOTO He [IeJlaeT, TO ¥ He€, 0UYeBUIHO, YKAaCHBEIE BKYCHI. - OH
JIy4IIU# B fepEeBHE.

-OH IIPOCTO O4YEHb BaXKEH OJId MEHs, - IOBTOPHJIA MaiiH.

- Jlagno, magHo. CTapeiinmHa OygeT HEKOTOpoe BpeMs 3aHAaT. OHM X0TeIu 3HaTh KaXAylo feTalb
TOTO, UTO IIPOM30IINIO, KOTHa Thl Obljla 3[eCh B MOCIIEOHUY pa3, ¥ OHU OYeHb HacTou4uBH. O Tebe
TOXKe CIIpallXBai. - 601ITana geByIIKa.

- [Toxoze, THI MHOTO€ 3HAEIlb 0 TOM, YTO IIPOMUCXOOMT, - 3aMeTuIa MaliH.
- 9TO OTOMY, YTO 5 JTIOOOIBEITHAS, - TOPAO 3asBUIIA JEBYIIKA.

- 3HAYUT, THl MHOTO 3Haelb 00 Mi3eHe U ero MpoIoM? - CIIPOCHIIa OHa.



IeBylIKa MOOIIIIA ¥ Cejla PSmoM ¢ MaliH, IofKaB HOTM ¥ 00XBATHB UX PYKaMH, TJISAs Ha [IBEPb.

- Vi3eH yMHBIN, YMHBIN, HaXOOYUBHIM U CUNbHEINA. OH OBIJT OTIOPOH, IOOAEePKUBAIOIIEl BEIXKMBaHIE
[EePEeBHHU, CTapasiCh YBEJIMUUTL POCT PACTEHUU U 0XOTY 3a nuileil. Ho 3mech y HEro HeT CEMbH.
Jenymka ckasas, 4To ymMupaomui BcafHuK BbICAgul €ro 3[ech, Korga OH OblJI COBCEM MaJleHbKUM.
Ero BocnuTeIBala OfHA U3 IMaXTEPCKUX CeMel, HO Telephb BCe OHU MEPTBEH], €IIe 0 TOTO, KaK IIaxTa
OblyIa UCTOIIEHA. - JIUI[O NEBYLIKY BHTJIANEIIO Te4albHbIM.

- 3Ha4UT, 37eCh ero OOoJIbIlle HUYETo He OePXKUT? - CIIPOCUTIa OHA [JEBYIIKY.

- MEI Bce ero ceMbs. - yOeXKEHHO 3asBUIa eBYIIKa, HO TYT e II03BOJIAJIA IPYCTU BEPHYThHCA. - Ho
He coBceM. OH Be[b He BEPHETCS, IpaBaa? TaM eMy IPUOETCA MHOTOMY Hay4UTHCS, HO KTO €T0
Hay4uT?
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