-Crex II0P, KaK 4 IMMO3HAKOMMUIIACE C CepCI/IHI/IefI, YZXKe Ha IIPOTAXKEHUU OBYX JIET A IIEePUOONIECKHU
BHXY, KdK OHa XOOUT BO CHE. B nocnenuee BpeMsi 3TO CTAJIO IIPOUCXOOUTE Hallle.

- BBl cKa3amu, 9YTO 9TO MPOUCXOMHUT yXKe 2 rofa...

-4 OyMalO, OHa [eJlajla 3TO elle OO0 TOro, Kak g ee BCTPEeTHIIa.

Ben mocmotpen Ha Cepcunuio, KoTopas Bce erlle Obla B ero 00bsATHsAX. Teno CepcuHuu OBIII0 TAKUM
CTPOMHBIM, YTO OH MOT [IepKaTh ee OJHOM pyKoi. OHa TaKas JieTKasi, YTO OH e[IBa YyBCTBOBAJI, Kak
OHa onupaeTcs Ha Hero. OHa Oblila Xyfiee, Y4eM TPU rofia Ha3af.

- OHa cTaja HaMHOT'O TOHBIIE, YEM paHBbIIIe.

I'maza bena crnerka OPOXKaJlkd OT 0eCITOKOMCTBA, KOI'la OH HAITPAaBHUJI UX HaA CepCI/IHI/IIO.

- OHa He MOXET CheCThb HOPMAJIBHYIO ITOPITUIO €[0EI.

- [Touemy...

- 41 He 3Ha10. Ho BCE mocTeneHHO HOPMaIu3yeTcs.

Ton Maii 6BLT HEMHOTO PE3KKUM BO BpeMs pa3roBopa. OHa Oruta 00MKeHa Ha HETO.

«Ecmu o cobuparncs BepHyThCs B CepCHUHUIO, OH IOIKEH OB TpHeXaTh paHbllle.»

Ecnu 61 ben nmpuexan panbiie, CepcuHUs He CTOJIKHYIACh OBl CO BYEPAIIHUM HHITUIEHTOM. JTO
OBLIIO HEXKeJlaTeNIbHO, HO COBEPIIEHHO BePHO, 4TO beH crmac xku3Hb CepcuHuu, ¥ 3a 9T0 Mai Oblna
eMy GraromapHa.

Ho Cepcunus moxoxe He X0TeJla, YTOOB OHa BMEIIMBaIacCh B UX OTHOIIEHUS, II09TOMY OHA
npegocTaBuiia CepcuHUM CaMOM pelraTh 3Ty nmpobiemy. Mait pemmiia mognepkaTh BeI0op CepcuHuy,
KaKyuM OBl OH HY OBLII.

- {l noruMaro. { BepHy ee B ee KOMHATY.

Ben cpa3y xke o0Hs1 CepcuHUI0, KOTOPas KPeIKo MpujbHya K HeMy. Ee pyku 6eCIoMOIIHO yIIanu B
Bo3xyxe. Kazamoch, 4To ee Gelble U CTPOMHBIE PYKH MOTYT CJIOMAaThCs B JIto00K MoMeHT. Cepplie
BeHa 3aHbII0, KOTHAa OH BCIIOMHWII, YTO OHA [OJIXKHO OBITH CTPajiajia B OMMHOYECTBE B €T0 OTCYTCTBHUE.
EMy moka3asnock, 4TO cepfille MPOH3UJIa CTpesa. YTOJIKK ero rjia3 cjierka MogparuBaii.

Mboii Monya Habmogana 3a gercteusimu bena. Kazanoch, oHa Ha MrHOBEHHE 3aflyMasiach O TOM,



BBITOZIHO /11 e noBepuTh eMy Cepcunuio. Ho ee 0eCIIOKOUCTBO OIMI0Ch Hemonro. [ToToMy 4To
nackoBhlit B3rnsg bena Ha CepcuHuio OblT UCKPeHHUM. Ero yyBcTBa K CepCHHUYU OBUIM HaCTOIBKO
OYEeBUIHEl, YTO OHA HEe MOIJla IPUHATH UX 3@ JIOXKb.

- Ila, Torma, moxanyucra, 103aboThCs 0 Hell.

Tem He MeHee OHa He MOTJIa He OeCITOKOUTHCS 00 3TOM. [103TOMYy, TpOBEpPUB COCTOsSTHNE CepCUHUN
HECKOJIBKO pa3 Ha IIPOTSIXKEeHUU BCEero IyTH K ee KOMHaTe, M1 Bolllla B CBOIO KOMHAaTy. beH
IBUTAJICS OUYeHb OCTOPOKHO, OTmacasch, 4To CepCuHus, IOTPY3UBIIASCS B IIIyOOKUN COH, MOXKET
IPOCHYThCS. Ero mar ObIJT OCTOPOXKHBEIM, KaK y YeJ0BeKa, AepKalllero B PyKax XpyIKul IpegMeT.

Boups B ee KOMHATY, OH Ccpa3y XkKe M00XuI CepCuHuI0 Ha KpoBaTh. Ee IIMHHBIE PBIXKKE BOJIOCH
pa3MeTanuch 1o 06esoii MPOCThIHE, CTIOBHO OCHIIAHHEBIE JleiecTKaMu. Bce B CepcruHUM GBINIO
HepeaJibHO KpacuBBEIM, KakK OyATO OHa He HacTosmasa. beH 9HEPTUYHO MOTPSC TOJI0OBOM, YTOOH
MIOATBEPAUTH, YTO 3TOT MOMEHT He ObIII CHOM. Korfla OH OTJITHYJICSI Ha KpOBaTh, OHA BCE ellle CIaa.

«3JTO HE COH. ITO PeanbHOCTb.»

- CepCI/IHI/IH, - eT0 T0JIOC, HAlOJIHEHHLIN TOCKOK M OXKUaHNEM, 3By4aJl B HOYH, KdK KOJIbIOeIbHas.
w4, KOTOpPO€ OH Ha3bkIBAJl JECATKH TBICAY Pa3. MI/Ipa}K, KOTOpI:IfI pacceunBaliCAa KaK ObIMKad KaXKObIl
Ppa3, Korga ero 3Bajit, Tellephb CTajll PE€aJIbHOCTEIO, U OHa Onlna Iiepen HUuM.

- He Goneii. [ToxamyiicTa...

OH cen Ha XOJIOOHBIN TTOJI ¥ TIOCMOTPET Ha Hee. Ee KoXka mepeuBanach B CKyJHOM JIYHHOM CBETE,
3acyioHeHHOM TeMHBIMU obrtakamu. Cepaile beHa y4alieHHO 3a6uiiock TP BUAE €€ MaHSIIen
BHeIIHOCTH. OH OCTOPOKHO IIPOTSHYJ PYKY K ee CBepKaloleMy Nuily. Ero giuHHbIE, TBepObe
TIAJIBITHI IIPOBEJTU TI0 BO3AYXY V €€ JIUIla ¥ CIYCTUINCH BHU3 I10 TJIa3aM, Hocy u pTy. OHu
OCTAHOBHUJIUCH Ha ee KPaCHBIX U TOJICTHIX T'yOax.

- YMMM...

Ha mMrHoBeHue ry0sl CepCUHMY ClIerka OPOrHyiu. B To ke BpeMs: beH nepecTtain gbimaTth. CepcuHus
u3Maja HerpOMKUM 3BYK, HO [7i1 BeHa oH OB CUIBHEIM pa3gpakKuTeleM.

Ero co3nanue OBIIO OLIETIOMIIEHO, KAaK GyTO €T0 YAApHUIO TOKOM OT I'TyOOKOTO KeJTaHUs MOLeI0BaTh
ee. CTyK ero cepptia, Obromierocst ObICTpee, 4eM Ipexkae, OTYETIUBO pa3faBalics B yxe. ben
IOTPOHYJICS 10 CBOEH IMOKpacHeBiIe mekyu. OHa Oblla TaKOM Topsdeil, 4YTO KTO-HUOYIb JIeTKO MOT OBl
IIOJyMaThb, YTO y Hero xkap. OH U3MEHUII 1103y, YTOOH YCIIOKOUTDH KOJIOTSIIEeecs cepalle, IOTOMY 4TO
He xoTell ee pa3dynuthk. OH chenan ry00Kuit BIOX U MO0k OAN, II0Ka ero pa3yM YCIIOKOUTCSI.

- OM...



Korga oH mogHS IUI0 Ha 3BYK BOPOYaHMA, TO YBUAEII, YTO CepCI/IHI/IH JIEZKHUT Ha 60Ky Bnaronapﬂ
9TOMY PACCTOsIHHE MeXKOYy HUMH COKPATHUIIOCE. ben IIOCMOTPEII Ha €€ JINIO IIOXOTJIMBBIMHU I'JIa3daMH.
OH He MoOT OTOPBAThL OT HEe I'Jla3, CJIOBHO OHa Obl;Ia MAarHUTOM HJIH CJIOBHO OH ORI OKOJIOOBAH €10.

Her, gemo OBIJIO B TOM, YTO OH He 3HAJI, KaK OTBECTH B3rJjsAf. [IoToMy 4TO OH He coOUpancs yIuThCs
3aKphIBaTh Ha Hee T'J1a3a WK 0TBepraTh ee. Ero gpoxaiias pyka OCTOPOXKHO B347a ee
B3BLEPOIIIeHHEIEe BOJIOCH. OH X0TeJ MPUKOCHYTHCS K HE, HO IOTIakKMBAaHKE ee KOXKK 3aCTaBUI0 OBl
ero JeJaTh ee elle 60blile, I03TOMY OH KOCHYJICS TOJIBKO ee Boyioc. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ MSTKHE BOJIOCH
CepcuHuHU B CBOEU PYKE.

- 41 Gonbire He Oymy CKy4aTh.

OH U37UIT CBOIO MCKPEHHOCTD, KOTOPYIO He coOupascs CKphiBaTh. Ero ryOsl KOCHYIUCE €€ PHIKUX
BOJIOC. ITO OBITT Me[JIEHHBIN U HONTHH nouenyi. CI0BHO B 3HAK KJISATBE, YTOOH JOJIbIIIE COXPAHUTD
OlIyIIeHUe ee T'y0, OH IOILEI0BAJ €€ BOJIOCHI BO BTOPOM pas.

* % x

- YMMM... - XHBIKaHbe BEIPBAJIOCh U3 KPacHHIX Ty6 CepcuHum.

Ona Oblyla B O4€eHb CJIAJKOM CHe, ¥ 3BYK CHJIBHOTO [OXK[s, ITagalollero CHapyXKu, OKpyXKaJl ee, Kak
Mernonusi. CepCuHMS MeTalach ¥ BOPOYasachk, IEITAsCh 3aKPHITh YIIIN, HO 3TO HUYETO He U3MEHUJIO
Ob1, ecrii OBl OHA He HafieNla GepYIIH, TO3TOMY OHa OBICTPO CHaach ¥ JIera.

- MoxeT, MHe MTOBECUTh 3aHABECKY Ha OKHO?

OHa HeMHOT0 noayMaa, OyfeT 11 3BYK CHapyKH CJIbIIIEH MEeHBIIE, eCJIA OHa ITOBECUT 3aHaBECKH, HO
OHa CHajach, IOTOMY YTO V Hee He OBIJIO MPUYMH OCTABaThCS B 9TOM mepeBHe. OHa yKe MaBHO He
IIPOCHINAJach, HO MATKME MMPOCTHIHU U YIOTHOE Of€es1JI0 Ka3aJuCh TAKUMU IPUSITHEIMU, UTO €1 He
XOTEJIOCh ITPOCHITIaThCSI. Bo3ayx Bce elre OB XOJIOMHBIM M3-3a MOXK/S, HO OHAa YyBCTBOBasa cebs
IIOCBE3KEeBIIIEH.

«K cyacTrio, cerogHs g IIPOCHYJIACh B IIOCTEJIN. Hapetocs, s He 00oI111a BeCh oM l'IpOH.U'IOﬁ HOYBIO
13-3a CBOEU IIPUBBIYKU XOOUTHL BO CHE.»

Ecnu beH, KOTOprfI CIlajl B TOCTUHOMH, YBUIEII €€ B TAKOM BUIE, TO Y HETO HABEPHAKA BOSHUKIIA
HeTaTUBHBLIE MBICTIA O HEH.

- [TonxkHO OBITE, S My IIPOTHBHA.

Eit 651710 TPOTHUBHO MPOCTO IPEACTaBAATh cebe 3T0. [Ipolio MHOrO BpEMEHHU C TeX 1op, Kak OHa
XOpo1IIo Bricanack. Cnabas ynbi0ka HaprcoBalach BOKPYT ee pTa B 0CBeXKaloleM COCTOSHUY.
BriepBrie ¢ TeX IOp, Kak TPY rofja Ha3aJ OHa 3aCHYJIa, He IPOCHYBIIKNCH BHE3AITHO.



3BYK [0XK[s, OPBI3KYIIIETO B OKHO, MOHOCHUIICS HEPeTYNSIPHO, HO KaKMM-TO 06pa30M OH OKa3hIBall
yCIIOKauBaIlee BO3AEUCTBUE Ha ee pa3yM. CiyIasi myM HOXKAsi, OHa BRITSHYNMA pyku. OHa myMmara,
YTO MOXKIb CETOMHS MPEKPATUTCS, HO OH YCUIUBAJICS. [T0XK/Ib IIIesT yKe [Ba JHS.

- YTto MHe menaTh ¢ bexnom...?

OHa BCIIOMHHJIA, YTO IIYCTHJIA €T0 B 3TOT JOM, IT0Ka HOXK/Ib He IpeKpaTutcs. [Ioxoxe, 4TO OHA
3aCTPSHET C HUM elle Ha OWH NeHb.

- Ax... 4 He 3Ha.

Cnauasa oHa rpy6o ynoxusia cBou 0eClopsifoYHble BOJIOCH PyKaMU U OITyCTHUJIa HOTH. BApyT 4To-TO
3al[elIUJIOCh 3a ee Iasbllbl. Y IUBUBIINCE, OHA OBICTPO IIOCMOTPeJia BHU3 U YBUeNa cusinero bexa,
CBEPHYBLIET0CS KaJTaYUKOM Ha XOJIOIHOM IIOJY.

- XM...

Ee B3rnsg B CMYIIEHUH YIIePCHd B IIOJI. 3Has, 4TO Y HEro TeMiiepaTypa Tejla HuXKe, 4eM Y IPYyTux, U OH
O4Y€eHb YYBCTBUTEJIEH K X0JIOAY, OHA IIOJIOZKHUJIda MHOT'O IPOB B KAMUWH U OfesJIa.

- YTo genatsh, €Cu OH IPOCTYOUTCA... beH. ITpoCHUCS.

OHa He MOTJIa IOBEPUTH, YTO OH BOIIIEJ B e KOMHATY, He CKa3aB HU cyioBa. OCOGEHHO B TO, YTO OH
CTaj Ha KecTKoM mmoJjty. Korjja oHa cxBaTuja ero 3a PyKy, YToObl pa30yauTh, TIEASTHON XOJION OXBATHUII
ee JlafloHb. B 9TOT MOMEHT OHa Hayasia TPSCTH €ro.

Cepcunus nony4yusna yaap no n0y. Bmecte ¢ nokansiBalei 6071610 X0I0gHas SHePTrus
pacmpocTpaHusacsk o ee Teny. beH, IIMPOKO pacKpPHIB Ijla3a, CXBATUII €€ 3a PYKY U IPUTSIHYI
onuxe. B pesynbraTe Cepcunus ynasa Ha ero Tefo. Teno beHa ObI0 HACTOIBKO TBEPHABIM, UTO e
II0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO ITO KaMEeHb.

- YTo TH genaelb?

CepcuHUS TONHSIIA TOJIOBY U TOXjI0maja cebs 1mo n0y. 3aTeM OHa BCTPETHUIACH C TTIa3aMu, OCTPHIMH,
KaK y YePHOH ITaHTePhl, TOTOBOM HAOPOCUTHCS Ha CBOIO JoObYy. OT ero B3TJIAAa el CTajao CTPAIIHO.

- Ax, Cepcunus...

XJTafHOKPOBHAA SHEPTrUs Yijla, ¥ OHa yCJbllllajia MATKKY ronoc bena. beH y3Has roiaoc u Iuio



CepcuHUH, a 3aTEM CIIPSTaNl CBOKW YOUUCTBEHHYIO 9HEPTHUI0, KaK OyATO ee y Hero HUKOTIa U He OBIIIO.

- IIpocTu MeHs.

BeH MOHSII CBOIO OIMKMOKY ¥ OBICTPO OTIIYCTHII €€.

- Pa3Be s yrpoxana tebe?

B npoTtuBHOM ciy4ae y beHa He Ob110 OBl IPUYMH TSIHYTH €€, CIIOBHO IJISI TOT'O, YTOOH! YOUTH.

- HeT. 310 cTano Mmoei NpuBLIYKOM... [TpocTH.

Ero Mpa4Hoe NHII0 OeHCTBUTENIbHO BEIpaXkaso coxaneHue. CepcuHus CMOTpesa Ha beHa
IPUINYPEHHBIMY T71a3aMu. HecMOTpS Ha TO, YTO OH SIBHO CIIAJl, HHCTHHKT IIPO0JI2Ka 00OPCTBOBATS.

«4ro, YepT BO3bEMH, IIPOUIOIIIIO 3a IIOCIIEJHHE 3 rofia, YTO TaKoe MOBEJleHNE BOIIIIO B HpI/IBbIT-IKY?»

CepCI/IHI/IH MHCTUHKTHBHO 3aMeTHIa, YTo beH 4To-To CKPEIBAET OT HEeE.

«YTO CIIy4YHUInocCs...»

OHa momBITaNach BCIIOMHUTL POMaH, KOTOPHIM YUTalla JaBHLIM-IaBHO. [IpOIII0 TpU rofia ¢ TeX mop,
KaK OHa Bcenuiach B Tes10 CepcuHuH, 03TOMY €ii moTpedoBaoch BpeMs, YTOOR BCIIOMHHUTD
copiepXKaHue.

OHa TImaTenbHO 00MyMbIBasa, €CTh JIX TaM omucaHue BeHa, HO HUYEro 0CO6EHHOTO He OBII0, CKOIBKO
Obl OHa HU myMasa o0 3ToM. Yem Gosbllle OHA yY3HaBasla 0 HeM, TeM 6ojiee 3arafOYHbIM OH
CTaHOBHUJICS.

«KaxeTcs, 4To ero xXU3Hb HEJb3S5I OIIMCATh BCETO B HECKOJIBKUX CTPOYKaX. Tak ImoyeMy XKe aBTop
3aKOHYUJI €€ KOPOTKUM O00BSICHEHUEM?»

- XM, Cepcunus.

Ben octopoxHo 1mo3Ban CepcuHuio, KoTopas Oblla IOTPyKeHa B Pa3MHBIIIIEHUs. BUguMo, OH BCIO
HOYb IIPOCUIEN PSOOM C Hel, a TOTOM Ha MIHOBEHME 3aKphUJI I'la3a, ¥ eMy [T0Ka3aloCk, 4YTO OH
YCHYJI. 3aTeM OH II0YYBCTBOBAJ Ybe-TO IPUCYTCTBUE U HEBOJIbHO BCTaJl B 000POHUTEIBHYIO 1103Y,
mocye 4yero cxsaTuil CepcuHuUIo.



Cepcunus He oTBeTuna. Kazanock, oHa GblIa MOrpykeHa B CBOM MBIC/IH OOJIbIIE, YeM OH OKHUIAJI.
BeH nobnensen. 3To OBUT €r0 IIOCTYIIOK, HO OH X0TeJN, YTo6s CepcuHUS nepecTtana 06 9TOM LyMarts.
[TockonBKY OH YyBCTBOBAJ €e KOXKY, ero JIUIo ObICTPO moKpacHeso. Ero Meiciu 6rmyKpany, a riiasa
KPY2KHUITUCH.

- Cepcunusd...

Ben mo3Bar ee elle pa3s, CJI0BHO yMoygd. OH He MOT IPUKOCHYThCA K Cepcunuu HanpsaMmyo. Ecinu o
IIPUKOCHETCS K Hell ellle HEMHOTO0, eT0 I'0JI0Ba B30PBETCS.
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