CepCI/IHI/IH CMOTPEJIa Ha HeTOo, II0Ka OH IIPOAO0JIZKaJl TOBOPUTH. bema B ero rimasax OblJla JIETKO 3aMeTHa
o0 HaXMypPEHHBEIMHA 6pOB5{MI/I, KallJId BOOHI ITaJa/Ik C €Tr0 TOJIBKO YTO BBEIMBITHIX BOJIOC.

«OH He IJIadeT, HO II0YeMy CTeKalolllasi Bofia I10X0xa Ha Ce3bl? MoxkeT ObITh 3TO U3-3a er0
TPEBOXKHBIX I'/1a3?»

- Tpu roma Ha3af, B TOT AeHb, KOTAa s Hcue3 03 equHOT0 CJIOBA, KO MHE IIPUIIIEN YeJIOBEK,
paboTaromuii Ha BEJIMKOT'0 KHS3S.

Ben mpopomkan paccka3 MeIeHHO, TIIaTelbHo mogoupas cioBa. OH pacckasar e Bce, HO OMyCTHUI
yKaCHBIE MOMEHTEHI, He JKejlasi, YTOOBl OHA BOJTHOBAIACh. BCSIKMI pa3, KOrma OH TOBOPUII O CBOUX
CTapBIX BOCIIOMUHAHUSIX, €My OBIJIO TPYIHO: CIIMHA BCE BpeMs IyJIbCUPOBasa, CJIOBHO BCIIOMUHAS
00JIb.

TeM He MeHee OH He TTOKa3bIBajl CBoero GecmokoicTBa nepen Cepcunuei. Ecnu oHa y3HaeT 060
BCEM, TO CHOBa IIPOHUKHETCS K HeMy cuMmaTtuei. [103ToMy OH mepxai Bce B cebe U HeC TAXKECTh
CBOHUX PaH U TEMHOTEL.

BricnyiaB paccka3 bena, Cepcunus Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMs 3aMonydaia. MTak, 9To Oblja HCTOPUs
Bena.

Tpu ropma Hasap mogu U3 Benukoro KHsxkecTBa yramunyd beHa, T09TOMY OH He MOT IIpeAynpeauTh
Cepcunuto. OH paccKasajl, YTo MPoxkui B Benukom KHsKecTBe TPH rofia U MOTYYUIT KIacc, YTOOh
cTaTh HacimemgHUKOM. Ero orternl, Benukuit KHs3b, ymep, 1 BeH 3aHS 3TOT IIOCT.

- 91 gomxken Obln HaWTH TeOS paHbIle... Bo BceM BUHOBAT 4.

CepCI/IHI/IH 3agyMaJlaCh Ha MTHOBEHHE.

«4T0 cTamno HpH‘-IHHOﬁ CMEPTHU BEJIUKOT'O KHSI3?»

B pomane o0bsicHsIETCS, YTO beH yOum cBoero oTiia 1 3aHsy ero MecTo. Eif 0510 04eHb UHTEPECHO,
IIPaBUJIBHO JIM 9TO, HO OHA He Morja cupocuTh. OOHAKO OHA 3a/ilaBajia APYTHe BOIIPOCHL.

- Pa3Be THI He MOr XOTS OBl HAIKUCaTh MUCHEMO?

ITo ero cioBaM, OH He MOT TOBOPHTh O CUTYalldH C TeX IOP, KaK ero 3aTallluiu B Bemukoe
KusxectBo. Ho moueMy 3a Tpu rofa OH He CMOT' COOOIIUTE HU OOHOM HOBOCTH? Kak OBl OH HHU OB
3amepT B Benrkom KHsiKecTBe, OH HOKEH OBII UMEeTh BO3MOXKHOCTD XOTh KAaK-TO OTIIPABUTh XOTS OB
OJIHO IIKCHMO.



- Pa3Be TH He II0JIy4dHJia IMChMO?

B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATe Pa3faliCs XOJOMHBIN r00C. M3 ero MpayHBIX Ila3 HCXOIUIIa XOIOgHASs
SHEeprus.

-Yto?

- Huuero. [IpocTu MeHs. TO MOs BUHA, 51 He 00BSICHUII BCe IIPABUJIbHO, KOTMIa YBUIEI Tebs.

CepCI/IHI/IH He CJIMIIKOM 3adyMEBIBAJIaCh HAll €0 OTHOIIEHHEM, KOTOPO€ HEHAOO0JII'O U3MEHHUJIOCE.

«f1 He mory noBepuTs, 4TO beH gencTBuTenbHO AnekcneMukal [lloposapce...»

Ona He MorJ1a He YyBCTBOBaTh pa3odyapoBanus. OHa U30 BCeX CUJI CTapasiach He XKUTh, Kak CepcuHus
B OpurnHanabHOM poMaHe. Ho oHa BcTpeTuna beHa, 4eoBeKa, KOTOPBIM ITOMOT IIokMMaTk CEepCUHUIO B
OpUTHHAIBHOM poMaHe. [Jaxe ecnu oHa OblJla eQUHCTBEHHOM, KTO JIEYUJI ¥ yXaKuUBajl 3a beHoM.

CepcuHHUS TOCMOTpeJIa BHU3 Ha PyKy BeHa, KoTopas Bce elle Kpemnko gepxana ee. Korga o
0OBSICHSITT CBOIO CUTYALIMIO, OH TaK ¥ He OTIIYCTHII €€ PYKY.

- Xopot1o. { moHsIa TBOK CUTyalui0. Torga mo4eMy Thl BEPHYJICS KO MHE?

T'onoc Cepcunuu ObIT HEMHOTO PE3KUM. beH OblI MPUOIMKEeHHBIM KPOHIIPUHIIA, ¥ OH B KAKOU-TO
CTeTleHHu 3Hal o ee cune. E#f xoueTcs BepUTh, UTO BCe He TakK, KaK OHa JiyMasia, MOXKeT ObITh,
KPOHIIPKHII Ha4aJl ee TIOUCKU paHbllle, YEM B ITIePBOHAYAIbHON UCTOPUM?

OHa HUKOTZA He COBepIllajla HUYero AypHOro, HO OH MOT IIOIBITAThCST U30ABUTHCS OT Hee pagu
6e30I1aCcHOCTY U IIPOLIBETAHUS UMIIEPUH.

«Moxet ObITh, ben IIPUIIE]I HABECTUTh MEH I10 IIPHKA3y HAaCJI€eTHOT' O HpI/IHI_Ia?»

MarneHbKOe COMHEHHUE, KOTOPOe Hellb3s ObIII0 UTHOPUPOBATh, 3aPOOUIIOCH B HEH.

- YTO THI UMEEIIb B BUOY...

- KTo-TO cka3asn Tebe moiMaTh MeHSA?

- Ko GBI MOT 9TO cHienaTh? ITO OIMpeeeHHO He TaK.

CepcuHus yCcTaBUIACh MIPSIMO Ha beHa HaCTOPOXKEHHBIMU TJIa3aMu.



- Tebe JIy4Ill€ He IIBITAaThCAd HU4YEeTr0 OT MEHA CKPEIBATH, ben. Torga IM04YeMy ThI BEPHYJICA KO MHe?

- HOTOMy YTO MBI PEIInIIn OBITH BMECTE.

-Yto?

- Tpu roma Ha3ag MbI moo0elany OLITH BMECTe Ha ITpuYarie.

Ero ropsiuue riia3a CMOTpEJH MPSIMO Ha Hee.

«JTO JeXaBl0?»

Cepcunusi Ha MTHOBeHUe Oblla oIlesioMneHa. Tpu rofa Ha3afl, B TOT leHb, KOTJla Cropesa XUKUHa,
OHa He MorJa 3a0BITh PA3TrOBOP, KOTOPEIM OHU BeJIM Ha IIpuYase. ITO KakK COH, KOTOPHIHM OHa BHAeNa
ceropmHs yrpoM. beH mompocus ee moGLITH C HUM IIOJ] ITPOJIMBHEIM [0XKaeM. Ho moueMy 3Ta UCTOPHS
BCIUILIBAET CHOBa? Benb 310 OLLI0 OYEHBb MaBHO.

- Kakoe OTHOIIIeHHEe 3TO UMEET K HaCTOodAIeMy BpeMeHI/I?

- /1 Hu Ha ceKyHAYy He 3a0nBan 06 aToM. Hukorna.

Ero rnaza cusinu spkum 61eckoM. CepCcrHUS 3aKphlyia POT, He MIOHKMast, YTO OH BOOOIIEe OB OTKPHIT.
OH cmotpen Ha CepCHHUIO TaK, CIIOBHO COOMPAJICS IIPOTJIOTUTh €€ OMHUM KYCKOM.

- 4 xouy ObITH € TOOOU, CepcUHUS.

- Uk! - CepcuHus UKHYyJa OT YOUBJIEHUS.

3T10 CIIY4YHUJIOCE ITIOTOMY 4YTO Ha JIUIE Bbena BAPYT IIOABUIIOCH TAKOE€ YyBCTBEHHOE BhIPDAZKEHHUE. Ona
OblJla HEMHOTO, HET, OYeHb YOUBJIEHA €0 HEO2XKUOAdHHBIMHA CJIIOBAMH.

- Tel B mopsake?

Ero pyka ocTaHOBUIACh B BO3[yXe, HAMPaBAAsACh K cnuHe CepcuHun. OH HE MOT MOJOUTH K Her
OmuKe, MOTOMY 4TO OHA Oblya OB elre GOblIle YOUBIEHa ero MpUKoCHOBeHuEeM. OH He XOTeJI IIyraTh
ee, HO II0X0XKe ee MKOTa TakK IIPOCTO He IPEeKPaTUTCS.

BeH 6eCIIOKOMIICS 3a Hee ¥ XOTeJI ellle Pa3 MOTEPETh ei CIKHY, T0Ka MKOTA HE IIPEKPATUTCS, HO
ceiyac OH OBbLT yOOBJIETBOPEH TeM, YTO ITOJIOKHUI HA HEE PYKHU.



CepCI/IHI/IH YyBCTBOBaJla cebst CTPaHHO. Ona He 3Hasna, OBIJIO IM 3TO U3-3a I“J'IYGOKI/IX T'JIa3 UJIX U3-3a
TOT'O, 4YTO €ro Cepre3H0€e MU0 U3MEHMNIIOCH, HO B €€ I'PYyOu IMOABUIIACE €dBa 3aMeTHasa OPOXKb.
OH.IYH.[GHI/IG OBLIO ITOX0XKE Ha TO, YTO OBIIO TPU rofa Ha3a[d, HO HEMHOI'O OTJIIN4YaJIOCh.

Tpu roga Ha3ap 3T0 ObIJI He TOT MaJIb4MK, KOTOPBIM MIPSITal CBOX CTPOMHBEIE PYKH M XOTEJN CTaTh
IIJIOTHUKOM, He TOT I0HOIIA, KOTOPHEIYA CTECHSJICSA U KpacHesl, a MyK4YrWHa ¢ O0IbIIMMYA PyKaMU U
kucTsaMu. Korma oHa oco3Hasna 3TOT GakT, el CTajlo KaK-TO HEeJIOBKO, X OHa He MOrJjla CMOTPeTh eMy B
T'1a3a.

- CepCI/IHI/IH, 30€eCh CIIMIIKOM OIIaCHO.

B oTBeT Ha ero Cepbe?:HbII;I TOH OHA ITOMEITANIaCh U30aBUTHCS OT CBOMX TOHKHUX YYBCTB.

- [Touemy OnI TeOe He OeXaTh CO MHOU B CTOJIHUILY?

- Yrto? B cTonuuy? - youBieHHas HEOXKUIAHHBIMU CJI0BaMy, cipocuiia CepCuHuUs.

- Pa3Be oHU He OHITANINCH HaBPEeOUTh CepCI/IHI/II/I?

[ToxxeBaB ry0aMu ¥ HETPOMKO ITPOTOBOPUB, BeH MBICIIEHHO Mepeles K TOMY, YTO ITPOU30IIIIO PaHee.
OHa HEHaMOJITo MOTePsiia MEIC/Ib, YBUAEB €T0 C HE3HAKOMBIM BHIpaKEHUEM JIHIIa.

«Mory nu s GbITh YBepeHa, YTO OH JeUCTBUTENILHO He COOMPAETCS IIPUBECTU MEHS K HACJIETHOMY
IIPUHITY ?»

OHa He 3Hana. beH ObUT 6IM3KUM IPYTOM HACJIETHOTO MPUHIA B OPUTMHAIBHOM poMaHe. He To
4yTOOH OHA He HoBepsiia beHy Tpu roma Ha3am, HO ceidac Bce GBII0 HEMHOTO MHAYE.

Tpu roga, KOTOPEIE OH 00BSICHUI, OBLIN JTUIIL TPUOIU3UTEILHEIMI PacCKa3aMu, M B HUX ORIIO
CJTUIIIKOM MHOTO IIP00EJI0B, YTOORI IIOJTHOCTHIO IMOHSATH, UTO IIPOU3O0IIIIO TP TOfa Ha3af,.

«Kpowme Toro, cronuua...»

Cronuiia Oblyia aTbTEPHATHUBOM, KOTOPYIO OHa HUKOTIa He paccMaTpuBaja. HacnegHbl MpUHI OBIT B
CTOJIHIIE, TJIaBHAS repouHs Toxke. CepCUHUS HUKOTIa He X0Tesla CBSI3BIBAThCS C HUMH, TI09TOMY
BCEeT[Ia Xuja BOAIu OT CTONUIE. OHA MPUIIOKUIIA CTOJIBKO YCUINHM, YTOOB UMETh KHU3Hb, OTITUYHYIO
OT OPUTHMHAJILHOTO POMaHa...

Ho Ben BOpyr 3axoTes, 4TOOH OHa IIPOIIia BeCh IIyTh B OTHEHHYIO iMy? CepCHHUS IToKadasia
ronoBoli. Kak OBl OHa HU paccyXkpaia, OHa He MOIJia 9TOTr0 CHeaTh.



- Eciu Xxo4elb UATH, UOKM OOUH. MHe He3aueM UOTH C TOOOH.

OHa He MOrJIa 3aCTaBUTh CeOsT HOBEPSITh MYy HACTOJIKO, YTOOB! OTIIPABUTLCS B CTOJIMITY CO BCEMU
BBITEKAIOIIUMU OTCIofla puckaMu. OHa CYMTasa, YTO OHU BEePHYJIUCH K Hayally, KOTrfa [ejo OOIII0 [0
IOBEpHS APYT K APYTY, IOCKOIBKY OHa MOTePsijia BCIKOE MOBEpHEe K HEMY TPH TOfla Ha3aj.

- Torga s Oyny KUTb B 3TOU NEPEBHE, - Cpa3y ke OTBeTUN beH, oXkumas oTBeTa.

-Yto?

«YT0 3TO 3HAYUUT?»

Kaxpeiit pa3, korga beH 4To-To TOBOPHII, OH 3aCTaBall e BPaCIioX, HO 3TOT CIIy4al CTajl CaMbIM
HeOXUIAaHHBIM. CepCUHUS 0KM[ala, YTO OH IIOMBITAETCS 3aMaHUTh ee B cTonuiy. OOHAKO OT
TIOTPSICEHUS ee 0XKUIAHUS Pa3BesJIUCh, CJIOBHO IO yIapoM OYpPHBIX BOJH. EC/M OHa MpPaBUITBHO
TIOMHUT, BEJIUKUY KHSI3b HUKOTA He TOKUAAJ CTOJIUIIY.

«4to GYJIGT C I/ICTopI/IefI, €CJIU OH e CTBUTEIIbHO IIOCETIUTCSI B 9TOU nepeBHe?»

Tak KaK CepCI/IHI/IH Kojie0ajace B 3aMellaTeJIbCTBE, OH B3MOJIUJICSA.

- TToxanyticta, m03BOIL MHE OBITH C TOOOM, CepcuHuUs.

I'nsaps B ero Tockymouue ria3a, CepcrHUs cxKajla IMOH0JI CBOETO MIaThsl.

«ITocne CTONBKUX €T OH BO3Bpalla€TCsa U TOBOPHUT 3TO... YTo MHe genars...»

KoHeuHo, oH He coOupacs BOT Tak, 03 eqUHOr0 CJI0Ba, KCYe3aTh OT Hee, HO OHA XK/ajia ero Tak
MIOJITO, a OH BCe He Bo3Bpalnasics. Jla, oHa Oblyla paja BUAETh ero B 0e30IIaCHOCTH U B IOPSIAKE, HO
9TO He U30aBUJIO €e OT OOJIM ¥ Pa304apPOBAHMUS.

- Bo BceM BuHOBAT 1. MHe 04eHb XKaJlb.

BeH u3BMHUIICS C YIPIOMBIM BugoM. ET0 mupokue miueyu 6eCIIoMOIIHO COTHYINUCH, & PYKH,
mepxkasinre pyku CepCUHUH, CIerka OpoKaliu.

- CepcuHus, - pa3pgalcs ero HU3KU U OTYasSHHBINA T'OJI0C B TUXOM KOMHATe.

- 41 cuIIKOM XOPOIIo 3Halo, uTo 51 6eccTrineH. Ho, moxkanyiicTta, He ucyesal, HU4Yero He CKa3as...
[I0XKAJIyKCTa, He 0CTaBJsau MeHs, CepCuHuUs...



OH gpozxkarn Tak CUJIBHO, CJIOBHO OHA MCYE3HET, eCJIM OH OTIYCTUT ee UK Jake MopruaeT. OHa 3Haina,
YTO eCJTU OHA OTKaXkKeTCs, OH IOTPY3UTCS B TTTyOOKYIO ThMY, U3 KOTOPOU yKe HUKOIa He CMOXKEeT
BeIOpaThCs. [ToaToMy CepcrHUS He MOrjia HUu4ero ckasaTth. OHa He MOTJIa UTHOPHUPOBATh €T0
YyBCTBa, X He MOTJIa 3aKPHITh Ha 3TO Ijasa.

Ona IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa I'OJIOBOKPYXKEHHE... Bo3M0OXHO, 13-3a TOTO, YTO dapoOMaT MEIJIa JOCTUT KOHYHKaA
ee Hoca. Ho ona 6BICTpO OTMAXHYJIACh OT 3TOI'0 OIOYIIIEHU .

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa OTBEPHYJAchk OT Hero. OHa He MOrJla JaTh eMy OTBET, HO OH IT0XO0Xe JK[IaJl ero,
TI09TOMY OHa YyBCTBOBaJla ce0st 00peMeHeHHOH! 3TUM. A Tak KaK OHA ellle He MOTJIA PeIINTh, YTO
XOUeT [IeflaTh caMa, ed MPOCTO XOTEI0Ch HEMEMJIEHHO yOPaThCs U3 3TOT0 MECTa.
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