- JTO JIUIIL BpeMeHHas Mepa, TaK YTO IIOMOUTECh KaK CIeAyeT Imepef YXOmoM.

CepCI/IHI/IH 3allaHMKOBaJla, CTOJIKHYBIIKUCE C €TI0 HEOXHUIAaHHOU HCKPEHHOCTBIO, HO OHa He IIOKa3aJla
5TOT0, HAaCKOJIBKO MOrJia. Korma oH ¢ TpeBOTOfI IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee, OHa CIIOKOMHO OTBETHUJIA eMy:

- {l HUKy[a He TIOUAY.

- Ha. Torga npory npowmeHus... ...

BeH, ka3anocs, 60sicst, uTo CepCUHUST CHOBA €ro OTBEPrHEeT ¥ BRITOHUT. OH He coOMpPancs YXOOUTh,
W, YCIILIIIIAB ee TTOATBEPKAeHNE, OHa YBUIENa, YTO €0 TeJI0 ABUKETCS. 3HAUUT, IPeqdyBCTBUE
Cepcunuu OBIIO BEPHBIM.

Ona y0emunach, YTO OH HAIIPAaBUJICS B BaHHYIO, a 3aTeM HaIlpaBUIacCh Ha KyXHIO. [IpOTMBHOM HOXKIb
He coOupascs mpeKpamaTbCs U JIUI Bce cuiibHee. CepcuHust co0upaach pacCIpPOCUTh ero 0
CIY4YMBILIEMCS 3a YAIIKOM 4asi, YTOOhl COTPEThCs, KOoraa BhIkeT beH.

CxBaTHB YalHUK U IMHITASICh 3aXKe4h OTOHb, OHA 00EpHYyIach Ha 3BYK Yero-To ymnaaiuero. Ilepeq
IBEPBIO BAHHOM KOMHATHI, MPSIMO HAMIPOTUB KyXHHU, yrasna yHudopma. [Toxoxe, BeH cHsm ee, 4TOOBI
OMBITECA. CepCcuHUS MoAHsna GopMy, IPONUTAHHYIO BOAOW. EC/iM OHa ITOBECUT ee Nepeq KaMUHOM,
OHa OBICTPO BBICOXHET.

Korpa oHa pa3BepHYyJa TEMHO-KpacHy0 (HopMy, C KOTOpPO#i Kamaja Bofa, el OPOCHIICS B Tla3a
BEJIMKOJIEIIHEIH Y30, BHIIUTEIA 30JI0TOM. Y30p, COeUHEHHbIH 3MeeBUIHON KPHUBOH, TPEICTABIISII
co00¥ TPH CUMBOJIA. [[Be 3MEH CTOSIJIM BePTUKAJILHO IO 00 CTOPOHEI OT JIbBUHOM MOPIEI C OTKPHITOM
IIaCThI0, CJIOBHO phIYaleii. OHa II0YyBCTBOBAJA YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE B 3TOM y30pe.

-4 BHXKY €ro BIIEPBEBIE, HO ITIOYEMY OH KaXKeTCAd TaKUM 3HAKOMBIM?

9T0 OB YHUKAJIBHBIM Y30, KOTOPHIM HEBO3MOXKHO 3a0bITh, YBUAEB €T0 OOHAXKAH. 3a0bITOE
BOCIIOMHMHAHME BCKOPE BCIINIBIIO Ha ITOBEPXHOCT.

- [Toyemy 3To0...!?

Pot Cepcuruu cam 1o cebe OTKPHUICS OT YOUBJIEHUS.

«IToueMy 3TOT y30p BHILIUT Ha popme bena?»

Ee Kynak, cxBaTUBIINM MYHOUD, 3agpoxKall.

- Cepcunus.



Kak pa3 BoBpeMs. OHa pe3ko 00epHyach Ha TOJIOC, Pa3[aBIIUICS U3-3a e CIIMHEL.

BeH, KOTOPHIY TONNBKO YTO YMBIICS, IIPUOIIHKAICS, ITPOMaKKUBasi CBOM MOKPEIE BOJIOCH! IIOJIOTEHIIEM.
OH He MOT Kak CJIelyeT BLICYIIUTh BOJIOCH], IIOTOMY YTO TOPONHUJICS BeITH. Omexkaa, KOTOPYIO OHa
nepenasna eMy, BHTTIsIeNa TaK, OyATO XOPOLIO CHAENa, XOTS OHA BCE ellle MOTJla PaCCMOTPETH €ro
MYCKYJHCTBIN CUITy9T. BeH Hu4Yero He MOT pas3risigeTh B riaa3ax CepCuHUH.

- Tebe x0s100HO?

Kazanocs, oH He MTOHSJ, YTO OHA CTOUT Ilepef KAMUHOM, IIOTOMY 4TO e¥ XononHo. OHa IONTONIKHY A
MYHOUD B pyKe K BeHy, npubnuxasch ¢ 06eCTIOKOEHHBIM JIULIOM. B 0OfHO MI'HOBEHUE €€ JIUII0
0KEeCTOYUIIOCH.

- Kto THI?!

Ha ee BHe3amHbI# Bonpoc beH mocMoTpesn Ha Hee, Kak Oy[TO He TOHUMAs ee BOIIpoca.

- Cepcunuga?

- Kto THI!?

- YTO THI UMeelb B BUAY?

- [louemy 3TOT y30p Ha TBOeu omexpe!?

B aToT MoMeHT nuno BeHa oxecTouyuniocs. IIpu Tako# peaknuu ria3a CepcuHuu cy3umnuch. Ee
6ecroKoMCTBO pocio Bce Goblie u 6oblie U3-3a OTHOIIEHUST beHa, KOTOphIY OBUT TOX0XK Ha
YeJioBeKa, IIOMMAHHOT0 3a YeM-To I1oxuM. OHa HUKOTTIA PaHbllle He BUENa 9TOT Y30pP, HO XOPOIIO
3HaJIa ero 110 ONKUCAHUIO.

IIBe 3Meu CTOSAT BEPTUKAJILHO 110 00€ CTOPOHHI OT PEBYILETO JibBa. ITO GBI Y30p CEMbU OJHOTO U3
OMM3KUX Opy3ed KPOHIPHUHIA, KOTOpast BHeC/a MePBHIH BKIa B TOUMKY CepCUHUHU, 3TTOIeHKH B
OpUTMHAIbHOM POMaHe.

- [Touemy Ha TBOEM MyHOUpe y30p Benukoro KuA3s [lloposapce!?

I'na3a BeHa, ITOTHOCTHIO 3aCTHIBLINE, TOTEPSIIN HOPOTY U OIyKIaIu, BOSMOXKHO, 3aCTUTHYTHIE
Bpaciuiox. CepCcuHMs BCIIOMHMIIa BYEPAIIHIO ClIeHY Ha IUIoaau. beH B TeMHO-KpaCHOM MYHKpe
HETOPOIIJINBO IIPOTY/IUBAJICS CPeOu Jiofiel B cuHel ¢popMe. B pomaHe BEJTUKOTO KHS35

Ha3bIBaJId TEMHO-KPACHBIM JIbBOM UMIIEpUHU. 37100Has GuUrypa, He 3HaBIIAS MOMIA/b], JTUIIUBIIAST
JKM3HU COOCTBEHHOTO OTIIa ¥ 3aXBaTHUBIIAs BIaCTh. PUTrypa 9TOr0 Yej0BeKa, KOTOPHIN ObLT U3BECTEH
CBOEU XKeCTOKOCThIO U XJIaJHOKPOBUEM, IIOCTOSHHO IepeceKanach ¢ beHOM, KOTOPHIU CTOSI IIepex



HeH.

«39T0 OECCMEBICIIUIIA. .. »

OH 6bIn pa60M, KOTOpPOT'0 OHa 3a6pana B Ka49eCTBeE 3aJi0ra TPHU Ioga Ha3ap. ToT, KTO BCcerga APKO
YJ'IBI6aJ'[C5{ 1 OeCIIOKOHUJICS O ee Tesle, a He 0 cBoeM co6cTBeHHOM. OH - Benukuit KHs3b I.HopOBapce...

OHa He MoOrJia TOBEPHUTD, YTO BeH ObII TeM Ke 4esToBeKOM, 4uTo U Benukuii KHs3b, KOTOPHIH yOUI
CBOET0 COOCTBEHHOTO OTIIA. DTO HE UMEJIO CMBICTIA.

OpHako KakK 0OHa MOXKET OTPUIaTh 9TO, KOTga BUepa Ha Iiomanu ben cMoTpen Ha Yapib3a 371bIMU
rna3amu? OH BHIXBATHUJI MeY U OMKO 3aphbldajl, CJIOBHO eMy HYKHO OBITI0O HEMEJJIEHHO Ilepepe3aTh
Yapsib3y ropio.

«MozxkeT OBITh, OH OeUCTBUTENILHO YOI CBOETO OTIIA...»

Cepcunust cMoTpena Ha beHa, CHIsSICh OITPOBEPTHYTh CBOU MIPEATIONIOXKEHUs 0 HeM. ['yOrl beHa He
Pa3MBIKAJIUCh, CIIOBHO MIPUKIIeeHHEIE KieeM. OH XOTeN YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO TONBKO €T0 KyJlaKu ObLIn
CKaThl, a TOJI0BA CKJIIOHEHA, KaK Y OlLleTIeHEBIIET0 YeloBeKa. MeXay HUMU BOLAPUIIOCh MOJTYaHUE,
TaK KaK OH HEKOTOPOe BpeMs He OTKPHIBAJI PTa.

«[ToueMy OH HUUeEro He cka3ain? [[eMCTBUTENIBHO JIX 3TO O3HA4aeT, 4YTO beH - TeMHO-KpPaCHBIU JIeB?»

CepCI/IHI/IH HapyUinjlia MOJIYaHHue, YTOOBI IIOATBEPOUTE 3TO.

- BeH. Kakue y Te0s1 OTHOIIEHUS C 9TOU CeMben?

Ona 6osJ1ach €ro 0TBeTa, HO OHA [JOJXKHa Obla cpocuTsh. ['Ty6oKas ThMa OMyCTHIIACh Ha ero JIUIIO.

- Cepcunus... I 00BSICHIO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT ee COMHEHHUS IPEBPATUIIUCh B YBepeHHOCTh. CepcuHus Obla OIIeioMIeHa
TIOKaJTHIBAOLIMM YYBCTBOM, CJIOBHO €€ OMJIM 110 3aTHIJIKY.

- [Touemy THI...

I'naps Ha Hee, 6OPMOYYIIYIO, CJIOBHO OHA COIIIJIa C YMa, OH MCKa3HUJI CBOE JIUI[0 HEPBO3HOCTHIO.

«OTKyma, 4epT Bo3bMu, Cepcunus y3Hana 00 9ToM? M Kak MHOTO OHa 3HAET?»



IToT Kanam Ha ero CxkaThle KyJlaKH.

- CepcuHud...

BeHn octopoxHo npubnusuncs Kk CepcuHuu.

- TBoe umMs. Kak TBoe HacTosIlee UMs?

CepCI/IHI/IH IIOMAaTHYJIACh, KOT'Oa OH IIOAOIIEJI, U OTCTYIIMJIa Ha3a[l.

Cepaue beHa 3aHb10, Korma CepcrHUS OTCTYINIIA Ha3afl, CJIOBHO yoeras oT Hero. OH 0CTaHOBUIICS
Ha PaCCTOSTHUY, KOTOPOE HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO COKPATUTh P MpubIuKeHuu. beH, rnsaas Ha ee
HeJJOyMeHHOe JIU1IO0, ObIJI B OTYaSTHUH.

- CKaxu MHe CBOe HacTosIlee uMs!

HeCMOTpH Ha ero CKOp6HO€ JIAIIO, €€ TOJI0C OBIN peninuTeIbHBIM.

- MeHs Bcerpa 30ByT beH u...

BeH Ha MrHoBeHue 3amnHyscs. Kak OynTo B ero ropie GBI MK, TOPJIO XKIJI0, MeIlas eMy TOBOPHUTE.
[Tocne MUHYTHOTO MOJTYAHUS OH CHOBA 3aTOBOPHII C TPYAOM.

- 4 Takxke Anekcpnemukas [llopoBapce, - €ro TOJ0C JPOTHYJ B KOHIIE, TOTOMY 4YTO eMy ObLiI0 O0JIBHO
TOBOPHUTb.

«Jla, Tak 3BaJIX TOT'O YeJIOBEKA.»

AnekcpemukaHt IllopoBapce. YenoBek, KOTOPHIH yOUI CBOETO OTI[@ ¥ 3aHSJI IIOCT BEJIUKOTO KHS3S.
Bru3kuii Ipyr KPOHIPUHIA, KOTOPHIH cxBaTuil CepCHHUIO U MPOTAIIXTI ee TIepef KPOHIIpUHIeM. B
pe3yinbTaTe mesi Cepcunuu Oblna epepe3aHa PyKOM KPOHIIPHUHIIA.

«3JTOT 4yernoBek - beH. Kak Takoe MOryio cny4uThcs? B poMaHe HUKOTHA He TOBOPUJIOCH, YTO BEJIUKUMI
KH$13b ObIJT paboM. BhIJTO TOMBKO OIMMCAHO, YTO OH IIPEBPATHUIICS B 0€3KaI0CTHYIO IMYHOCTH, TOTOMY
YTO y HEro OBIJIO TSKeJ0e IpoIIoe. MIHTepecHo, ero mpouuioe ObII0 CIUIIKOM BETMKO, YTOOH
O00BSICHUTE €T0 B OOHOM IIPEJIOKEeHHUH...»

Ona noHATHSA He UMeTa, Kak Bce mporcxoauso. Ee HOTM OpoXkKasy OT CTPAIIHOM MPaBhbl, C KOTOPOU
OHa BHE3aIlHO CTOJIKHYJack. Eif 3aX0Te0ch HEMeIJIEHHO OTePeThCs Ha YTO-HUOYIb, U OHAQ,
MOIIATHIBAsICh, HAIlpaBUIaCh K Kpeciy nepeq KaMUHOM.



- Cepcunus! Tel B nopsake?

OH ynuBuIICS 1 OBICTPO IOAOIIEN K Heli. Ero qnuHHas TBephaas pyka cxBaTumna pykKy CepcuHuu.
CepcuHUS B3OPOTHYJIa OT €ro HeOXKUAAHHOTO IPUKOCHOBEHUS. X0JIONHOE OIIyIlleHKe OT ero PyK
nepenanoch ee Koxe. Barnan CepcuHuu OBITT IPUKOBaH K €ro pyKaM, KOTOphle 3aCTaBUIIH €€
OpOoXKaTh 0 KOCTEH.

«OH yOuJ CBOETO0 OTIla 3TUMU PYKaMH...»

Y Hee 10X0710/IeNT TO3BOHOYHHUK. [10 ee pyke, KOTopylo Aepxkan beH, mobexanu Mmypauku. Ei 65110
CTPAIIHO ¥ HEMPUBLHIYHO. beH He ObIT TOX0XK HA Yej0BeKa, KOTOPOro OHa 3Hasa.

- 41 Mory crmenaTh 9T0 caMa..., - CepcuHUs OTTOJIKHYJA ero PyKy B pa304yapoBaHUU U MOJOIIIA K
KpECIIy.

- Trl MEHST HeHaBUIUING? - mpoOopMoTas beH, rsdas Ha CBOU PYKU, OCTABIIEHHEIE B BO3YXeE.

OrHomeHre CepCHHMM, KOTOPas ObljIa IOpakeHa U 0TKA3hIBaJach OT €r0 MPHUKOCHOBEHHUH, 3aCTABUIIO
€ro cepfle pa3opBaThCs Ha YACTH.

-Yro?

Ona c TPYOOM CeJla B KPpeCJie U PACIINPHJIA I''Ta3d, IIOPaXeHHad €0 HEOXKNIAaHHBIMU CJIIOBAMH.

- Cepcunus.

BeH marayn Buepen u omycTwics neper CepcuHuel Ha OOHO KOJIEHO.

- 91 Tebe Gombllle HE HYKEH?

CepCI/IHI/IH Oblna YOuBJI€eHA BHE3AIIHBIM HpI/I6J'II/I}KeHI/IeM bena u OTKHHYJIaCh Ha3a[. Ero BimaxHtbIie
BOJIOCHI ITaXJIXu MATKHUM MEIJIOM. ApOMaT, IIIeKOTaBIINY KOHYHK €€ HOCa, OBLT TEM XKe 3allaXOM, 4TO B y
Hee. OHa OTKDEIIIa POT, IPOSACHASA CBOU 3aIllyTaHHBIE MBICIIH.

- [ToueMy THI TakK TOBOPHUIIH?

Iemno ObLIO He B TOM, XOPOIIO 3TO MK 110X0. OHa mpocTo Oblyia YOUBJIEHA, Y3HaB TMYHOCTh beHa, u
He MOTJIa ITIOBEPHUTH B TO, YTO OH C[eJIall.

- Iloxanyiicra, He OTBeprau MeHs.



BeH o4eHb OCTOPOXKHO 00XBATH KOHUMKAMH IaiblieB KoneHu Cepcunun. He OBIIO yrojiKa, Toe HU B
ero ToJIoce, HU B T7Ia3ax He OblI0 OBl TpeBoTH. Eif cTano He 1o cebe OT ero B3riisifa, Kak OyATO OHa
IPUYUHUIIA eMY OOJIb.

- 910 OBLIIO IOTOMY, YTO S YAUBUJIACH. ITO HUUETO HEe 3HAYUIIO.

- f1 Bce 00BsICHIO. f..., - €0 HU3KHUI TOJI0C IIPEPBasICs, He CO3MaB 3aKOHYEHHOTO IPeIJIOKEeHMS.

OH TONBKO IMEeBEJIbHYII meei, Ho 00JIbllle HUYero He CMOT CKa3aTh.

- Tsl Bce 3Han 00 3TOM? MoKeT ObITh, THl 0OMaHyT MEHS?

- HeT. A-aGCoOmIOTHO HET.

CpouHBHIH TOJ10C BEIpBasics Mexnay ry0 bena. ETo ria3a ObITH ITOTHBL PEITMMOCTH, KakK O0yaTo He ObLI0
HUKAKOU JIXKH.

- Torga mouemy TH He BEPHYJICS B TOT AeHb? [loyeMy Th ncue3 6e3 equHOr0 CIoBa?

CepcuHus 3aroBOpHUia O TOM, O YeM XOTeJla CIIPOCUTH OOJIbIIIe BCETO 3a 3TH TPH rofia. YKe MPOIII0
TPY TOfla, KaK OHa He 3Halla, mouyeMy beH Tak MOCTYIHIL.

- Tpu roga Ha3ap s y3Ha/I KTO 5 TaKOH.

OH c TpynoM BhIaBiIuBaj U3 ce0s CoBa.
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