‘Iapnb3y IM04YeMy-TO CTaJi0 2KapPKo. HOI[YM&B, 4YTO 3TO TOJIBKO M3-3a <1)aKena, OH cHeJan mar 0Juxe K
CepCI/IHI/II/I " CKJIOHHII T'OJIOBY.

- TBOe Teno MOXKEeT UCIENUTHCS C TOMOIIBI0 TBOEN Maruu, HO He 3Ta CyKa.

-Yto?

- Ecnu THI coambces, g OTOYITY 3Ty CYKY.

Cepcunus nmocMoTpena Ha Mau, KoTopyio Aepxkanu. OHa U30 BCeX CUJI IIbITarach BEHIPBAThCS, HO
3TOT0 OBIIO HETOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! BEIPBATHCS M3 PYK ABYX MyXK4uH. OT Tena CepCUHUYU OTHUMAJICS
cnabuiit xkap. Eit 3ax0Tenoch HeMe[JIEHHO CXKeYb UX BCeX, HO OHAa He CTajla 3TOTro [ieflaTh, Tak Kak
M3l Moriia mocTpafarh.

Cepcunus chenasna HeOOobIIOoN TTy00KUH BIOX, KOHTPOIUPYS CBOM pa3yM. Yapib3 yCMeXHYICS,
risas Ha CepcHHMIO, KOTOpasi CMOTPesia Ha Hero Tak, CJIOBHO coOMpasachk pacTep3aTh ero a0
cMmepTd. Kak OH M 0Xufasl, XKeHIIMHA 110 UMeHN Mol Ovla ee citaOkiM MecToM. T1oka mmoau He
3aMETHIIH, OH [IOJIKeH OBINT JefcTBOBATL OBICTPO.

- 41 3abuparo 3Ty BeObMY.

[Tpu cnoBax Yapsb3a KuTeIu nepeBHH cxBaTuiu CepcuHuIo 3a pyku. OHa OCTOPOXKHO OTHaa CBOIO
PYKY.

- Cepcunus! - May 3amnakana, Korga yBuaesna, 4To CepCUHUI0 CXBaTUIIN.

<<1'queMy OHH TaK IIOCTYIIAIOT C HaMmu? Kakoe OTHOIIIeHNE K HaM UMEET IIOKap Ha
IIPOAOBOJILCTBEHHOM CKJame?»

Mbsii yyBCTBOBala HeCclipaBeAInBOCTh. OHa CXOAMIIa C yMa OT TOCKHU U 3710CTH. OJHAKO ee epBOU
3aboToi O6bta Cepcunms, KOTOPYIO BeIH TI0AX 0e3 KaKoro-11ubo CONPOTUBIIEHHS C ee CTOPOHHL. Kapn
mprKa3sal oTBecTu CEPCUHUIO B TIOPHMY U BeJIeN fepkKaTh Mol B KoHoIIHe. OH TOPXKECTBYIOIIE
yNbIOAIICS CITOKUBIIEUCS CUTYALUK, TyMasi, YTO CMOXKEeT II0JIOKHUTh ee cebe Mo HOTY U CXBATHUTh.

X X x

3anepras B PeIKO UCII0/Ib3yeMOU TIOpbMe B fepeBHe, CepCHUHMS IPUCTAJIbHO CMOTpeia Ha Yapib3a.
OH cTosn nepeq Hel 3a pelneTkoit. Yapib3 yasi0ancs, Kak OyATO TOILKO YTO IOTYUUIT XOPOIIue
HOBOCTH.

- 9 mam Tebe manc.



Ona OTBEPHYIACh, HUYEro HEe OTBETHB. ITOro He CTOUJIO CJIBIIIATh. CepCI/IHI/IH CéJla Ha II0JI, TaK KakK
CTaJio ICHO, YTO el BCe PaBHO IIPUAOETCA IIPOBECTH 30€Ch HOYE.

- Ecnu TH BcTaHeNIb Ha KOJIeHH U OyIellb yMOJSATh MeHs IIPOCTUTh Te0s 3a TO, YTO TH CHelala
IJI0X0, 5 CKaXy 0TIy, 4TOOH OH crac Teds.

- OTKyna goHocuTCsl cobauunii naii?

CepcuHHUS OTTOIBIPUIIA YIIK MuU3UHIEM. Ero yait 6bI71 HACTONBKO TPOMKHUM, UTO y Hee 3BeHelo B
yirax. Kymaku Yapib3a gpoxkanu. [laxke mpofenaB Bech 3TOT myTh, CepcuHus He cuaBanach. Ho 3To
Oblta Obl Gecronie3Has xpabpocTh. Yapib3 cunTal ee HaCTOIbKO CyMacIledlnel, 9T0 OHA He MOXKET
IIPABUIILHO MOHSTh CUTYALUIO, B KOTOPOU OKa3alach.

«OHa [I0MKHa CMOTPETh B JIUI0 PEATBHOCTH, YTOOH! IIOHSTH CUTYALIAIO».

Yapnb3 OTKPRUI POT, COEPKUBasA HapaCTalOIIWi THEB:

- WHaye 3aBTpa Te0s COXKTYT HA KOCTPE.

Tonpko Torga B3rasaa CepcuHuM nepeMecTuncsa Ha Yapinb3a. [lles Yapnb3a mokpacHena, BO3MOXKHO,
OH OBIJT OUeHb B3BOJIHOBaH, fAyMasi, 4To CepCHHUS Teleph 0CO3Halla CBOE II0JI0KEeHNe.

- [laBai Ke, yMOJISIi MEHS CIIACTH Te0s.

- Tak Xxaiko.

- Y-yTo?

OpHaKO OTBET, KOTOPHIM OHA fana, OBIJT He TAaKUM, Kak OH X0Tel. JIuio Yapis3a pe3ko
02KEeCTOYHIIOCh.

- THI maxke He MOXKEIIb IIPUKOCHYTHCA K MOUM KOHYMKAM IIaJIBIIEB.

BYM

Yapib3 He cMOT 1T0O0POTH CBOM I'HEB U CHJIBHO Y@pUJl HOTOM I10 XKeJIe3HBIM MPYThsiM. CUIIbHBIN
(pUKaTHUBHBEIY 3BYK 9XOM pa3Heccs II0 IIofABay.

- CyKa, Thl HENUCTBUTENILHO X0YElllb YMEPETh!



CepcuHus He OTBETHIIA.

«JIeMCTBUTEIBHO JIU S X04y yMepeTh?»

CKOIBKO BpeMeHH MIPOIIJIO C TeX ITOp, KaK OHa Havaa AyMaThb, 4YTO XKU3Hb CKy4yHa? KaxkeTcs, oHa
JKUBET JeHb 3a JHeM. OHa He X0Tesla 3aKOHUMTH Tak ke, Kak CepCuHUs B pOMaHe, II09TOMY
CKpHIBajia CBOIO CUJIy, HO II0YeMy OHU IIPOJOJIKAJIM UCIBITEIBATh €€, KOra OHa IIPOCTO OCTaBajach
HernoaBuKHOU? OHa yxKe Obllla ©3MOTaHa. BO3M0XKHO, 3TO Ha4YaJioCh B TOT JeHb TPU rofia Ha3a[,
KOTJIa He 0CTaJI0Ch HUYET0, YTO MOTIJI0 OBl CMIesIaTh €€ CYACTINBOM, ¥ HUKOTO He OBbIJIO PSIOOM C Hel.

- 41 mopmoX Ay M IMOCMOTPIO, KaK AajeKo 3aifieT TBOSI BLICOKOMePHas TopaocTh. Ecnu Th Oymelb
IIPOMOKATh B TOM e [IyXe, 51 He OTIYIIY 3Ty Cy4Ky Maii.

Yapnb3 3aphvall ¥ OTBEPHYJICS OT TIOPbMBL. CepCHUHUS MPUCIIOHUIIACH K CBIPOM CTeHe TIOPHMEI, Ha
KOTOPYIO He IoMa/aj IyHHbIHA CBeT. Bee Obi1o 6eccmbicienHo. OHa MPOCTO 3aKphijia Ila3a ¥ OTKPHIIA
MX CHOBA, KOTHa HacTymuio yTpo. Kak oHa Bcerga menana.

X X X

- [TaBaiiTe yObeM 3Ty BembMy!

- IlaBatiTe yObeM ee!

Kpuku xKuTenel nepeBHY 3all0HIIIN IJIONIaAb. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, pyKU 1 HOT'Y CepCUHUY ObLIH
KPEInKO CBsI3aHbl BepeBKaMHU IOCpey Iyoiany. Bce Oy B spocTu. BegbMa, KOTOpasi COXKIIa UX
eny. YymoBuile, KOTOPOe UCIOJIb3yeT Maruio, YToObl IIOOBEPTHYTH X OMACHOCTH. B TO 3Ke BpeMs Bce
3nunuck Ha CepcuHMIO, KaK OyATO MM HYKHO OBIJIO Ha KOM-TO BRIMECTUTDb CBOM T'HeB. [locye monynHs,
KOT'7Ia COJIHIIe CBETUT CUJIbHEE BCero, Oaromapsi 0OCeHHEN NOTofe Ay IIPOXIafHbIM BETEPOK.
[InuHHLIE pBIXKUE BOJIOCH CepCUHUU pa3BeBa/IuCh Ha BeTpy. Ee MATrkue pa3BeBaollIrecs BOJIOCH
OB TPEKPaCHH U, Ka3aJ10Ch, ITaX/Iu I[BeTaMu. MHOTrMe MyKYWHBI BOCXUILAIUCH ee TPeKPacHOM
BHEIITHOCTBIO ¥ CUMTAJIM, YTO OHA 3PS YMpeET.

- TwI 37124 BegbpMa! - pa3gaincs THEBHHIM TOJIOC Ha IJIOIIaIHu.

Opun yenoBek O6pocun B CepcuHuIo KaMeHb. OHa CMOTpesia Ha JIEeTSIUNA KaMeHb CIIOKOWHBIM
B3r/Isi0M. Ee pyku u HOTH OBLIM CBS3aHBI, II03TOMY OHA He MOTJIa YKJIIOHUTLCS OT KaMHs, HO OHa He
0osiace.

Yoap.

K coxaneHu1o Ud K CHaCThIO, MEXAY HEN U MYKUYKUHOM OBITIO HOBOJILHO 0OJIBIIOE PACCTOSIHUE,
II03TOMY KaMeHb He foJieTesl [0 Hee. CepCUHUS IIOCMOTpea Ha TYIOM KaMeHb. Y Hee OBLIO
Oe3pa3nuyHOe BEIpaxKeHue nuila 6e3 Kakux-nubo smonuii. OHa MaxHyJa Ha BCe PYKOH.



- HeyXenu TH AyMaellb, 4YTO CMOXKEIb YBEPHYTHCS OT BCETO C MOMOIILBI0 CBOE XUTPOU YEPHOU
Maruum?

«YTO 3HAUUT TEMHAS Marus?»

OHa He UCIOIb30BaIa CBOIO cuiy. IIpocTo paccTosHue OBIII0 HACTOIBKO BEJIMKO, YTO KaMeHb He MOT
o Hee nojeTeTh. Ho mony 00BUHSIN ee BO BCel 9TOM cuTyauuu. ITo Oblia OYKBAJIbHO 0XOTa Ha
BEIbM.

«Bce pa3ppaxaeT», - oyMana CepCruHUS, CTaJIKUBAsSCh C UX KpalHel BpaxXmeOHOCTEIO.

OHa X0Teja XHUTh CIIOKOMHO, HO JIIOAU ITOCTOSTHHO Melmanu ei. Kak OynTo yxke OBbIIO0 MpeqHaYepTaHo,
yTOORI OHA CTajia 3JI0NEeUKOH.

- Cepcunus! - nmakana May, KOTOPYIO OepzKajid APyrye JTIau.

OHa 130 BCex CHUJI ITLITanach BEIPBATBCA M3 UX 3aXBaTa.

«YTo, ecnu Maii mocTpagaet OT 3Toro?» - CepCuHUsI HaxXMypHUiach.

OHu Kpenko fepxKanu Mai. BelpaxkeHre ULl My>KUYUH OBIJIO YTPOKAIOMINM... flaxke yOUCTBEHHBIM,
Kak OyOTo OHM OBLIM TOTOBH yOapuTh Mal B mo0oit MoMeHT. OHa ¢ TpeBoroi Habmogana 3a Mai,
60siCh, 9TO M93¥ MOXKET IMOCTPAAaTh.

- Otnyctute MeHs! Cepcunus!

Mbsit cunbHO IIaKaia U 3Baja ee 1o uMeHu. Ee B3rmsan ObUT mpukoBaH K CepcuHuu. YOemUBIINCH, YTO
ee 3axBayeHHbIe PYKU He 00714T, CepCUHUS TOPHKO YXMBIIbHYIaCh CBOEH CMEJIOCTH.

«KT0 0 KOM 6€CTIOKOUTCS B 3TOU CUTYaIUu?»

OHa meCTBUTENIBHO OblJIa II0X0XKa Ha KOro-To. EcTecTBeHHO, muIlo Mal mepecekiioch ¢ nuijoM bexa,
KOTOPHIM OeCITOKOuIICS 0 Hel B moke. OHa xoTesa 3a0bITh 00 3TOM, HO HUYEro He MOTIJia IOoJesaTh,
KOTZla 9Ta MHBICJIb BHE3AIIHO IIPUIIIa el B rojioBy. OHa He cMorya Obl 3a0BITh 06 3TOM, laxKe eciu Obl
IOMEITaNack. Ero 00ecrnokKoeHHoe JINI0, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO OH ObI/T @IMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO CHJIBHO
IIOCTPafaJl, 3armevyarsiesioch B ee maMsTH.

Cepcunus cTucHysa 3yonl. beH He mocTpagan Ovl, ecyii OB OHa He Iocjala ero B Ty CTopoHy. Kak
r1y00KO OHA CoXKaJlesla O TOM, YTo Iocjiana beHa B TOT IeHb.

«[la, He GymeM menaTh HUYETro TAKOro, 0 UeM 51 Oymy XKajeTb.»



II71s1 Hee 9TO Takas MOTEPS - yMepeTh BOT Tak. OHa TaK¥ke OeCIIOKOUIACh, YTO ECIIM OHA YMPET, TO
Mbaii octaHeTcs omHa. CKOIBKO BpeMeHH IIPOLII0, YTOOH OHA [OIIjIA J0 TAKOr'0 COCTOsSTHUSA? HeT
HUKAKOTO CMBICJIa B TOM, 4TOOHI OHA yMepJia elrle 10 Hadana poMaHa. OHa cXkajla KyJaaKu, CJIOBHO
JKejasi 0XKeCTOYUThb cBoe cepplie. OHa Bcepbe3 3afiyMaliack O TOM, KaK el BHIOPAThCs U3 9TOU
OOCaJHOU IIepepsrH.

«Mo3KeT, CTepETh UX BCEX C JIAIA 3eMJTH ?»

[TpocToii u 6e3:Ka0CTHHIM Ccr10co0 ObIJT CaMbIM 3aMaHUMBHEIM. BepeBKHU, CBSI3bIBAIOIINE €€ PYKU U
HOTH, OBIJTH JIETKOBOCIIJIAMEHSIIOIIMMUCS, ¥ UX MOXKHO OBITIO ITepepes3aTh OOHUM OBUXKEHHUEM Iajlblia.

«MoxerT, mogxeus, YTOOE cOeKaTh?»

OHa 3apiymManach, CTOUT JIM el MCII0Ib30BaTh CBOIO CUITy. Bce paBHO OHU yKe Ha3HIBAJIU €€ BeIbMOM.
W oHu HaBepHSKa yXKe CIIBIIIAJHU O ee CUJie. BhIIo sICHO, YTO Jake eCM OHA BHIOEPETCS U3 3TOTr0, OHA
OombIlle HE CMOXKET XKHUTh B 9ToM fnepeBHe. Ho Bckope CepcuHus mokKadasa roioBoit. OHa xoTelna
c6exaTh 6oee TUXUM CIIOCOOOM, He TIOKa3kIBasi CBOIO CUiy. [lake eC/TM OHa HCIIOIb3YeT CBOIO CHUILY,
4yTOOBI BEIOPATHCS U3 3TOTO0 MECTa, OHa OblJla YBepeHa, UTO CJI0Ba BCIJILIBYT B 110601 MOMeHT. TOUHO
TakK ke, Kak Yapiab3 n300pa3uil ee BegbMOM, y3HaB 00 UHIMEHTE B xukKuHe ApeH. [ToaToMy el
HY2KHO ObIJT0 6e3KaTh, He MOKa3kIBasi CBOIO CUJTY OTKPHITO, YTOOHI BIIOCTIEICTBUY HE UMETD ITPOOIIEM.
Tuxuyl u onpeneneHHbIN IyTh.

«Heyxkenu 3T0 eAUHCTBEHHBIN CIIO0CO0?»

OHa elle HEMHOT0 ITogyMasa 00 9TOM, HO, II0X0Xe, APYToro crnocoba, KpoMe 3Toro, He Ovio. Ecnu
OHa CHejlaeT 3TO YCIEeUIHOo, To Maii u oHa BEIOEPYTCS U3 3TOM mepeBHU. CepcUHUS 3aKphljia rasa.
[ToCcKOIBKY OHU CKOPO COXKTYT €e TeJlo, OHa pa3BefieT KocTep mobosbiile u yoepeTcs oTciofa. Jliogu
IIOyMaloOT, YTO OHA Cropesia A0 CMEPTH.

- Ora 37as BegbMa IPU3HAET CBOI0 HENIPABOTY U MOJHUMET Oesbii ¢iar!

Yapnb3, KOTOPHIH OB B aBaHTapAe, KpUyan Tak, CJIOBHO JAaBHO XKOajl 3Toro aHs. OH HETOPOIIIUBO
nmopotren K Cepcunuu ¢ pakenoM. CepcuHusi, KOTopas CTaja BceoOmuM 3penuiiieM, Obla oxoxa Ha
JXKMBOTHOE B KieTke. OHa Bcerma Bejla ce0st BEICOKOMEPHO, HO B 9TOT [IeHb, KOTa ee CMepTh Obla
npenpelneHa, Kapn OblT yBepeH, 4To oHa Oy[eT AepKaTh ero 3a IITaHbl ¥ YMOJISITh CIIACTH ey XKU3Hb.
OH mopJ1o paccMesisicsl, OUeHb AOBOJIbHBIM CO3MaHHOU UM CUTyaluel.
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