B otnuuune ot IIepBOT0O OHS, OHA IMOYYBCTBOBAJIa CTPAHHOCTE B €Ir0 HECKOJIBKO U3MEHHUBIIEMCS
obyuKe. Iemno OBIIIO HE B €T0 JINITe UM noBemenun. OHa He MOrjIa OIIpenesInTh, B 4eM OeJIo.

HpOCTO Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH HEMHOI'O U3MEHHNIICA.

«Xaa...»

BeH nomnoxusn nekapcrsa 00paTHO B AMUK U TTTy00KO0 B3HoXHYJ. OH ITOCTOSI Ilepef SIUKOM
HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, THITasICh YCIOKOUTHCS. [Ipuns B cebs, oH moporren Kk Cepcunuu. OHa yCTaBUIACh
Ha Hero.

«4T0, 4epT BO3bMU, U3MEHUIOCL?» CepCUHUS MOJHSIACh CO CTyJla ¥ HEJJOBEPYHBO IIOCMOTpeIa Ha
Bena. OHa BCTpeTHUJIa ero B3TJIA[ U MOHSIA, YTO 9TO 3@ CTPAaHHOE YYBCTBO.

— TwI cTan BuIIIIE?

B nepBHIY meHb, KOTOA OHa IIPHMBE3JIa ero CI0fa, ero rojoBa OOXO0aulIa e o mmeda. Ho Teneps oHU
OBLITY ITOYTH OOHOTO POCTA.

— HaBepnoe. Horu 6014T Kaxkaytoo HOYb. Ho MOXKET /i KTO-TO TaK OBICTPO BRIPACTH 3a TPU OHS?

Ona CpaBHHUIIa POCT BeHna co cBouM. Kak 1 0XKuganoch, OHU OBLIH IIPUMEPHO OJHOI'0 POCTa.

— 4 crnmltana, 4To MYZKYHUHEI PACTyT 6]:>ICTpee KEHIIIWH.

HaBepH0e, 9TO IIpaBAa. On BEIPOC TOJIBKO B BEICOTY. Ero mMmsoe nmuiio ¥ BRICOKHM T'OJIOC HHUYYTh HE
n3MeHuInCh. OH OBIT OOJIBIIE TOX0XK Ha MaJIb9H¥Kad, YeEM Ha MYXKYHUHY. OH He 04YeHb XOPOIIIOo IIUTAJICH,
HO Tpexpa30BO€ IIUTaHHe IIOMOI'JIO.

E#t Ob1710 TPUSTHO BUOETH, KaK OH PacTeT. ITO OBIJIO II0X0XKe Ha TO, KakK OHa 3aboTunack o Tamarouw,
Korma Owla MoJtoxke. KopMuiia, Mella ¥ BHIBOOUIA Ha IPOryKy. OHa YyBCTBOBAJjIA TOPAOCTh U
YIOBJIeTBOPEHUeE, IS Ha pacTyiuero bena.

YneiOKa yoOBIETBOPEHUS OsIBUTIACh Ha nulle CepcuHuu. ['nans Ha ee ynelOKy, beH yneiOHYICS B
OTBET, He TI0I03peBasi 0 ee MHICIAX. [IpOCTO eMy HPaBUJIOCh, KaK OHA yJIEIOaeTCs.

— CepcuHus, maBal ucrnedeM xjed Ha CErOqHS.

CepCI/IHI/IH YCMEXHYJIaCh, CXBATUB bena 3a CIINHY, KOT'Ta OH IIOIIBITAJICA YGG}KBTL Ha KYXHIO.

— Jla, TONMBKO He IIEeBEJINCh.



X X x

— Yro? 310 maxke He UMeeT cMhbicia! — PaBkHYT BukoHT MoHTeHe Ha aOCypaHBIN Hoknan JIpouca.
JIpIonC coxarnerole OmyCTHUI rasa.

— Cap, noBepbTe MHe! HUKTO 0 Hel He 3HaerT.

[Tpomisio Tpu OHS C TeX IIOpP, Kak OH IprKa3as JIboucy HauTH 3Ty KeHmuHy. Ho JIblouc BepHycs ¢
IIYCTHIMU PyKaMu ¥ ObILJT BHIHYKIEH TepIeTh THeB BukoHTa. BUKOHT MoHTeHe OPOCHUII CBOY MU[KAK
Ha [uBaH. JIbIOUC ITOKavas rojI0BOM U IIPOAOJIKUIL.

— 2KuTenu mepeBHU FOBOPST, YTO BUAEH €€ BCET0 HECKOJIbKO Pa3, ¥ HUKTO He 3HAeT, ITie OHa
KUBET.

BukoHT MoHTeHe CYy3HIJl I'la3a IIPHU 3THUX CJIOBaAX. KeHIWHA, Ybs TMYHOCTD Oblyla HEM3BECTHA.
IomxHO 6BITb, OHa CKpPLIBaJla 4YTO-TO O4YEHb BazKHOE.

BukoHT MOHTEHe CUeN CO CKpellleHHBIMU HOraMH Ha [uBaHe, IITy00K0 3aiyMaBIIuCh. «4TO, 4epT
BO3bMH, OHA CKphIBaeT? [1efCTBUTENILHO I OHA 00/IafaeT CTPAHHOM CUJION, KaK PacCKa3bIBall
JIntouc?»

BukoHT MOHTEHE HaXMYPHIICS, MacCUPYs IalbllaMi BUCKH, Kak G6yOTO y Hero 6ojiesa ToloBa.
OcTaBaI0Ch BCETO YeTHIpe MHS, YTOOH oTHaTh paba I'pady SumTHO. Kak u ckasas JIbIOKC, XKeHIIHHa
00s13aTeIbHO IPHUIET 3a 00MeHOM meHer. Ho oH He X0Tesl HUUero ei IIaTUTh ¥ He XOTell, YTOOH Y
Hero 3abpanu paba.

[Tpexme 4eM 3TO MPOU30UIET, €My HYKHO OBIJIO y3HATH, TOE OHA HAXOOUTCS, ¥ pa306paThCs C HEl.
Ho He Bcerga Bce upeT 1o mjIaHy. BukKoHT MoHTeHe B THEBe KycaJsl I'yObl, BEHHI IIyJIbCHPOBAJIU B ET'0
CKaToM KyJake.

— HaiiguTe ee, gaxe eciu g 3TOT0 oTpebyeTcs 6obllle Moae.

— Ia, cap.

JIpIOUC TIOKJIOHUIICS U, OTHaB PpaliopT, BEIIIE N3 KOMHATHI. OcTaBHIKCh oguH, BukoHT MOHTEHEe
BCIIOMHMHII PEIZKKE BOJIOCEI, KdK IIJIaMs COJIHIIQ, 1 d)HOHeTOBBIe, KdK 3aKarT, I'lia3a.

«3aragoyHas XKeHIIMWHA C CEKPETOM».

Kakoii OBl CTpaHHOM CHJIOH HU 00JIafiajia 9Ta KEHITHHA, OH MOKJISJICS HUKOITA He CIaBaThCs.
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— 9-9-3... [Iomorute MHe, — pa3gaJicsd B ee ylllaxX 3BYK YbMX-TO ycunuu. — [loxkamyucra...

CepcuHUS OTKpPHIIA TJ1a3a, YCIkIIaB yMossomuii roioc. OHa criana u 6bICTPO mpocHynack. OHa
IPUIIONHAIIACH, IBITASICh IPUTTIAMUTL CBOM B3BEPOIIeHHEIe BOIOCH. OHa cejla Ha Kpal KpOoBaTH U
yBHUEa JIeKallero Ha o1y beHa, KOTOPEIM CTOHA ¥ BOPOYAJICS U3-3a TOTO, YTO ero 6eCIIOKOHUIIO.

2KenToBaThIM TyHHBIA CBET MPOHMKAJI B KOMHATY Yepe3 OKHO. braromapst atomy cBety CepcuHuu
OBLIIO JIeTYe CMOTPeTh Ha Hero. Ha n0y BeHa BHICTYNMIM XOJI0MHbIe Kamyu moTa. OH CKPUBHIICS OT
6omu. Ogesino, MPUKPHIBABIIIEE €Tro I1elo, Jiexkaso y ero Hor. [Toxoxe, oH cOPOCHII ero 13-3a
KoImMapoB. CepcuHuSs CHUOesa Ha MOJy, B CTOPOHE OT KPOBAaTH, ¥ BHUMATeIbHO M3y4aJsa I[BeT JTUIla
Bena. OHa nmpubnu3unack, Habaogas 3a HUM.

«9-9-9...» OHa yBHUJeJA, 4TO ero I'y0sl, KOTOpble 00BIYHO U3rUGAICh B KPACUBOU YIIHIOKE,
no6nenHenu. Ero ry6Orl apoxkanu, Kak OyATO UM OBIJIO X0JIOMHO, a 3yObl TPOMKO CTyYalIu.

He pa3mymebiBasi, oHa OBICTPO MOJTOXKUIA PYKY Ha Ipyab Bena. OHa fernasa 9To MOCIeOHIE HECKOTBKO
IHeH, T03TOMY yKe IPUBHIKIIA K 9ToMy. Korfa ee pyka mpuzkasack K ero rpygu, OHa II04yBCTBOBAJIa
xo1op. ITo Obla He 00BIYHas TeMIepaTypa Tena. Ero Teno 651710 XONIOAHBIM, HOCTAaTOYHO XOJIOAHbBIM,
YyTOOBI OXJIAOUTE €€ TelJble PYKH. EC/IM 0CTaBUThL €r0 B TAKOM COCTOSTHUY, OH ITOJIYYUT T'UIIOTEPMHUIO,
II03TOMY OHa JI0/IKHa Oblsia OBICTPO COTPETH €ro.

CepCI/IHI/IH 3aKphIJIa I'lla3d, KOHOEHTPUPYA CBOIO CUJIY B KOHUYHMKAX IIaJIBIIEB. TeMmHas KOMHaTa
03apHuIIaCh APKO-KPACHBIM CBETOM, HCXOOAIIUM OT €€ JIaJOHH. IT0 OBIJIO TOYTH KaK COTHEUHEIe Jy4du,
HaITOJITHAIOIINE KOMHATY.

— ny — CepCI/IHI/IH BRIITYCTHUJIA TEIIJIO, KOTOPO€E OHa co6pana, Ha Tesno bena. Temno BEIPBAJIOCh U3
€€ PYK 1 BOIIJIO B €T0 TeJIO. Ero KpaCHBIfI d)nar MTHOBEHHO 1c4e3. B KOMHATY CHOBA BEPHYIIACh
TEMHOTa.

Ero nypnypHEle r'yObl CHOBa CTajld CBETIO-PO30BHIMU. Ero TeMIiepaTypa Tak:Ke IIPUIlJia B HOPMY.

— CnaBa Bory, — ob6ieruyenHno B3moxHyna Cepcunus Bced rpynbio. beH paccnabun 6poBw,
ycTpauBasich moymobHee. OmHaKO ero KOIIMap BCe ellle MPONOKaCs, ¥ OH OTIPSIHYI OT OOJIH.

— [Tomoru MHe...

— Bce B mopsigke. Bce B mopsake.

OHa moJI0KKJIa PYKy eMy Ha TPyQb, omyuias OueHue ero cepana. OHa ymesna 3a60TUTBCS O APYTHX.
9T0 OBIIO TO, YTO OHA fejIajia C TeX Mop, Kak beHa MpuUBe3/H Clofa.



«YT0, 4epT Bo3bMH, CHUIIOCh Beny? OH My4ucs oT 60711 KaXIyio HOYb».

OH maxke TOBOPHUJI Ha JHaNIeKTe, YMOJsAs KOTo-HuOyOb cuactu ero. OH HUKOTa He MOT HOPMaJIbHO
CIIaTh M3-3a CBOMX KOIIIMapOB.

Cuauasa 39T0 pa3gpaxa’o ee, HO OHa He MOTJla CIIOKOMHO CMOTpeTh Ha ero 6o1b. OHa IBITanach
pa30ynuTh ero, Ho beH He MOT OTKPHITH I'1a3a. BMECTo 9TOT0 OH BCXJIUIIBIBAJ U IPOXKaJ, CIIOBHO
TIOTPyKasich Bce Iybxe B Oe30HY.

Kaxppii pa3, Korga 3TO IIPOMCXO0OUIIO, OHA OAEeJINJIaCh CBOMM TEIIJIOM C €ro JIEOAHBIM TE€JIOM. Ho maxe
3TOTO OBIIO HEJOCTATOYHO.

OHa ycIToOKauBaloIIle MMoXJIoNaia ero mo rpyay, KOToa OH 3aipoKall OT cTpaxa. Ilocye 9Toro oH OymeT
cIiaTh KakK MJIafeHell, Kak ceduac.

Ero POBHOE ObIXaHNE 3BYy4aJIO B €€ yIllaX, KakK KoJeOenbHas. OH cra ¢ YMUPOTBOPEHHEIM JIUIIOM,
CJIOBHO B IIOKOE€.

BEIIO y2Ke 3a MOIHOYE. DTO OLIJIO BpeMs, KOT/Ia BCe CIajii. XUXKKWHA HaXOJUIach B JIECY, TIO9TOMY
TeMHeJIo paHsIine. Ho B oMuke He OBIIIO CBeTa 1 OBLJIO TEMHO.

Ecnu Obl oHa OBINIa OfHA B IIPOIIIOM, OHa OBl He criajia BCIO HOYb, pa3roBapuBasd 1o Tenedony. Ho B
3TOM poMaHe He OBIJIO HU TeJIeBU30pa, HU TenedoHa, HU Jaxe MIUTH. [IpuXogunock pa3kuraTh
oroHb. Houbio HeueM OBITIO 3aHATHCS, KPOMe Kak craTh. COH OB TyYIIUM CII0COO0M OBICTPO
IIPOBECTH HOYb.

Ona Bcerma OblIa COBOH, a IOCie perHKapHaluu B Teno CepCUHUM ClaTh [0 HoYyaM OBIII0 TPYIHO
TIepBble HECKOJIBKO mHel. OHa MeTajach ¥ Bopodasnack. Ho, MPpUBHIKHYB K 3TOMY, OHa CMOTJIa
3aCHYTh, KaK TOJIBKO 3alyio conHie. Ho BeH HapyLIuI 9TOT PacIopsIoK.

— Kakoro uepTa THI...

OHa He 37TMJIach, IOTOMY YTO He MOTJIa 3acHyTh. OHa IIPOCTO BOJIHOBAJIACk. YTO 3a IpoIIoe OO y
Bena, u3-3a KOTOPOT0 €My KaXAyI0 HOUYb CHUIMCH KOIIMapkl? ITO Oblyia 601b, KOTOPYI0 OOBIYHEIE
JIIOY HEe MOTJIX TTOCTHYb.

Omna B3s71a €ro B Ka4eCTBe 3aj10ra, HO, BUAd, KaK OH My4aeTcs KaXayl HOYb, KaK OHa MOXKET
3aCTaBUTh €r0 BEPHYTHCS K MPEKHEN KU3HU?...

910 OBIN0 KeCcTOKO. Ho eli HyKHEI ObUIH IeHbIu. YTOOH n30ekaTh Tparudyeckoro GpuHamna, el HyKHO
OBLIO COEeaTh YTO-TO OTJIMYHOE OT OPUTHMHAIBHOT0 poMaHa. Ho 1jist 9Toro eyl HyKHEI OBUIN IeHBIH,
II09TOMY OHa He MOIJIa 0TKa3aTbCs OT HUX.



Bce ere mornaxusasd beHa, oHa 3aKphIJIa I'lla3ad, YyBCTBO BUHEI 3AIIOJIHUIIO €€ CEPAIie.

«IIycts eMy GymeT KoMGOPTHO, ITI0OKa OH 3[eCh».

Pe3YJ'IbTaT OCTaHEeTCs TEM XKe. CepCI/IHI/IH II0KauaJsia TOJIOBOH, OTKDPEIBAs I'JIa3a, YTOORI YCIIOKOUTECA.
Ona He MorJia u30aBUTHCS OT YYBCTBa BUHHEI.

«YMM...»

OH mpocrne3usncs oT TpuKocHoBeHus: Cepcunuu. beH npukycun rydy, pasroBapuBas BO CHe.

CeB B 3agyMmuuBoCTH, CepCHHUS YCTaBUIIaCch Ha U0 beHa. [IpuCcMOTpEBIINCE, OHA OCTAHOBUIIA CBOM
B3TJISAT Ha ero rias3ax. Ero rmasa Oty BaaXHEIMA. OHa OCTOPOKHO MPOTSHYIA PYKY Ha Clydai,
€CJI¥ OH MpoCcHeTCs. Ee TOHKKe MasnbIlkl KOCHYTUCH ero ria3. Cae3sl KCUe3id, Kak TONbKO OHA
ITPUKOCHYJIaCh K HeMy. OHa 3a00THIach 0 HEM IO IKaje OT OMHOTO [0 MECSTH, IIOYTH KaK HSHS.

Ona ycMexHynach Ipu 3ToX MeIciU. OHa IIpuBeJia ero Ciofa He [OJIs 9TOr0, HO XKUTh BMECTe TOXe
OBLII0 HEMI0X0. YTO XK, XOpolllee BCe PaBHO OCTAETCS XOPOIIHM.

Cepcunus nopobpasa ofesiyio y ero HOT ¥ HaKuHYJIa ero Ha beHa. beH mpunogHsin yronku ry6 u
CXBaTUJI 0fe1710 00eUMHU PyKaMHu.

«YMMM...»

JInno BeHa, KOTOpPOe Ka3aj0Ch 3aCHYBIIUM, NEePHYJIOCE.

Cepcunus 3aHepBHUYAsa, rafas, He IPUCHUJICS JIU eMy oYepefHoii kKommap. Ho ero nosenenue
OTJINYAJIOCh OT TOTO, KOT{la eMy CHUJICS KomMap. OH IofepruBa epeHoCullel ¥ BOKPYT TJas, nenas
BUJI, YTO T'Ee-TO YelleTCs.

«YTO C HUM HE Tak?»

OnHa BHHMAaTEJIBHO ITOCMOTPENa Ha nuno berna. [IoToM goramanack, 4TO IPUYMHA B €T0 YEIKeE,
KOTOpas 3aKphiBasa I'1a3a. beH TallkoM B3fparuBaj, Kak Oy[ATO BOJIOCH, 3aKphIBalOIIKe ero riasa,
YeCaJlucCh.

CepcuHusT CMaxXHYJa 4eJKY, 3aKpPhIBABIIYIO €T0 CIsIee JIUI0, Kak y pebeHKa. KoHunKamMu nasnbleB
OHa aKKypaTHO IIpHKaJja Bojock beHa. Ero 6ecrnopsmoyHbie BOJIOCH ObLIM YAUBUTENIBHO MATKAMHU B
ee pyKe. ITo OBIJIO TaK XkKe MATKO, KaK MPUKOCHOBEHME K IIeIKOBOM TKaHU. B ee pyKy IIPOHHUKIIO

3ymOsiiee OuyIeHue.



3aBTpa el mMpPHUAeTCs MOACTPUYD 3Ty AYIIHYIO 4eKy. Eciu oHa YerneTcss HaCTOJIbKO, YTO JePraeTcs
HOC, €e HYyXKHO NMOACTpuYb. Ero 6ecropsimoyHbe BOJIOCH pa3fpaKaiy ee, I03TOMY OHa pellusa, YTo
TI0pa UX MOACTPUYb.

— Cepcunus...?

ben CMOTpPEII Ha Hee MMYCThIMU I'lla3aMU, KOrga OTKPBIJI UX.
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