— CepcuHus.

PaspaBimuiicst ronoc opyKen00HO Ha3Basl ee 1Mo uMeHu. CepcuHus MOOHSIA I1a3a U YBUela
TOBOPHUBIIETO.

910 OB MYyKYHMHA B popMe, yBEPEHHO UAOYLIUHN K Hel. YepHEBIe BOJIOCH CTPEMUTETHHO
IpUOIHKABIIETOCS IOHOIIH Pa3BeBaJIMCh IO BETEPKOM. ['J1a3a 3TOro YyenoBeka ¢ OJIeCTsINei, CJIOBHO
13 KPUCTAJIJIOB, KOXeH, Oy SpKUMHU. OCTPHIN B3I 9TUX TEMHO-(PHOJIETOBLIX I'JIa3, Ka3ajloCh,
CHUSJ KaK HOYHOe He6o. MieambHO MPSIMOM HOC U TOYEHHIN MO00ponoK. OYeHb KpacUBBIM MyKUYKUHa.

[Toka 4esoBeK Iar 3a IaroM MpuOIUKascsa K Hel, MBIIIIE Ha ero HIMPOKUX MTedax
IepeKaThIBAIUCh MMof ofexaon. OH mesa AJWHHEIE IIard ¥ 0YeHb XXUBOIHUCHO BRITJISIEN.

«OTKyma Thl 3HaEIIb MOEe UMI?»

CepcuHus TpeBOXKHO 3aKycuia ryoy.

«4TO II0X0T0 B TOM, YTO OH 3HAET MOE MMS, XOTh I U BHUXY €ro BHepBBIe?».

Ona 6ecmokounIach, YTO CIyXH yKe PacIpOCTPAHUIIUCh B IPYTUX paiioHax.

Eff oueHb XOTEeI0Ch XXKUTH CIIOKOMHOM KU3HBIO, HO OHA He 3Hajla, C Yero HavaTh.

Myx4rHa 0CTaHOBUJICA IIepe[ BCTPeBOXKEeHHOM CepCuHUEN C CEPbe3HEIM BhIpaxkeHueM nula. v
TIOKJIOHUIICS el, 6e3 KoneOaHWii ONyCTUBIINCH Ha OJHO KOJIEHO.

— Yt0? B uem memno?

CepcuHUS 3aCThIa OT €r0 HEOKUOAHHOT0 MTOCTYTIKa. MeXay HUMHU OYJI IeTKUI BeTEPOK, TOHECIIuN
[0 Hee CTPAHHEBIN, HO 3HAKOMEIH 3allax.

Ot aTOro yenoBeKa ucxomui Oymopaxalluii BOCIOMUHAHMS apoMaT. Ee cepalle efiBa 3aMeTHO
TpemeTano.

MyxX4rHa IOAHS FOJI0OBY U YCTABUIICSA Ha €€ 3allsiCThs, KpaCHBIE OT BePeBOK. ET0 HAaCTOMYUBBIN
B3IJISIT HA 3aMSICThIX ObT TAKUM Ke TOPSYMM, KaK oroHb. OH 00peMeHsIIT ee, T0O3TOMY OHAa Pelluiia
CIpsTaTh PyKU 3a cuuHOM. Ho OH oTpearupoBasn OeICTpee, CXBaTUB PyKy CEepCUHUU U OCTOPOKHO
CXKaB.

MyxXuuHa, Ka3anoch, 6ecrokouscs, 4To CepcuHus MOXKeT IOCTPafaTh. OH IOOHEC ee TOPSIIYIO
JIaloHb K CBOMM ry0aM. YyTb BIaKHEIE OT CJie3 I'JIa3a IIOCMOTPENH Ha ee 3aIsiCThs, a IOCye TyOsl



CJIETKa KOCHYJIUCh €€ KOXKM.

— B uem geno?

COuTas c TOJIKy, OHA He MOTJIa KOHTPOJIUPOBATh I'0JIOC, ¥ TOT 3aAP0KaJ, KOTfa BCe ee TeJI0 OXBATHUIIO
cmyeHue. OHa Oblyia CMyIIleHa MSTKOCThIO IIPUKOCHOBEHHUH, TIOBEIEHUS U ero KOXH, HO He
BEI[EPHYJIA 3aXBaUeHHYI0 PYKY ¥ He OTTOJKHYya ero. Cama He 3Has no4emy... HaBepHoe, u3-3a
3HAKOMOT'O 3alaxa.

MyX4muHa [0Jro 1eaoBal pykKy CepcuHun. ITo OBIIO HEXKHO, KaK eclii Obl OHa Oblna JAparolueHHbIM
COKPOBUINEM, KOTOPO€E OH XPaHUJI JOJITOEe BPEMSI.

CepcuHuSs TOCMOTpPeETIa Ha HETO CBEPXY BHU3. YeI0BEK, KOTOPOT0 OHA BIIEPBLEIE CETOgHS YBUMEa,
OBLT CTPAHHBIM, HO B TO XK€ BpeMs ¥ HeT. M 3T0 cMyTHIIO ee.

[Tpomyo MHOTO BpeMeHY, II0Ka OH HaKOHeI] He OTIIPSHYJ OT Hee. MecTo, ITie ero ryObl Kacayluch ee
PYKH, IbLTano. [opecTHO-Ccaikoe YyBCTBO 3aCTaBUIIO €€ TeJI0 B3LPOrHyTh. MyX4KHa C TOCKOU
TIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee CBOMMHU OOJIBIIMMY IITMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU TEMHO-()HUOIETOBEIMHU T'Ta3aMH.
Cepcunus 3arfisgHysa B HUX U YBUEa CBOE OTPaxKeHue.

— Hu 3a 4t0, — 3pauku CepCuHUYU 3aApOoxKali.

Ona Onlta YBE€pPEHA, YTO OH — COBEPIIEHHO npyroﬁ YeJIoBeK, YTO 9TO HOHCeHC. OfHAaKO OHa BCe XKe
IIPUOTKPLIJIA YCTA U3-3d €0 3HAKOMOT'O B3TJIdOa.

— Ben?

OH ycrbliIan ronoc — IMpeKpacHbi Kak nenre ntutl. ¥ GBI SBHO TOBOJIEH TEM, KaK €ro UMs CJIeTes0
C ee KpaCHBIX I'y0, IOTOMY YTO HEXHO YILIOHYIICS.

— Mos CepcuHus, g cKydar 1o tebe.

Ero ceprioBugHbIe T71a3a yibI0anuch, nuiasi CepCUHUIO IbIXaHUS.

)%k

Tpu roma Ha3af.

Cka3ka 0 30/IyIIKe — 3TO UCTOPHS, B KOTOPOX repONHSA-IIPOCTOIIOANHKA OpocaeTcs B Tla3a IpUHIY
¥ CTAHOBUTCS ero mpuHieccoi. Ho CepcruHus Oblna MO30PHOM 37I00eWKOM, TPHYEM HEeBEPOSITHO
CUNbHOM. PoxkIeHHas KakK eqUHCTBeHHAas BefibMa uMiepuu bendap, Cepcunus Oblyia BCEMOTYIIEH



}KeHlHHHOfI, KOTOPad MOT'JIa CBOGO)IHO YIIPaBJIATH CHJIOH OTHSI.

OHa — MOHCTP, CIIOCOOHBIN pa3KUTaTh U 3a[lyBaTh OTOHb, & TaKXkKe BRICBOOOXKOATDH U MOTJIOIIATh
Terio. HUKTO B ©MIlepuu He MOT T00eouTh ee. ICTUHHOE BOIJIOIIEHe BeObMEl, OHa COXKIJIa MaMy
TJIaBHOW IePOMHMU, @ TaKXKe IOJIOBUHY CTpaHHl. UM 910 eine He Bce! OHA Haxe MBITanach IOXUTUTD U
yOuThb MPHHIIA. B pe3ynbTaTe MPUHI] - TTIaBHEIN Tepoii - cOekasl ¥ IMPefoTBPATHII ee MOMLITKY. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHa OblJla HEYECTUBBEIM YEJIOBEKOM U COBEpIIIaja CaMble pa3Hbe MIPECTYIIeHuUS.

Korpa ee motimany, B Hee 6€33KaIOCTHO BHIITYCTUIH 15 KeJIe3HBIX CTPeJ, KOTOPEIE HEBO3MOXKHO
cXKeyb OrHeM. JToro ObIJI0 Maso, ¥ Ha I'la3aX y Bcex oHa Oblyia 00e3riiaBieHa npuHieM. IToTekna
KPOBb, ¥ OHa 3aKphllla CBOM KPOBaBO-KpacCHEIE I'MTa3a. Tosna pafoBalach ee CMepPTH, U IPUHIL
1I04yBCTBOBaJ obneryenue. Ee cMepTh OblTa TIIaTeNbHO CliTaHUpOoBaHa. OHU JaBHO FOTOBUIIUCEH
youTb CepCcuHHUIO.

OTH CILIEHH CeJIaHBl TOIBKO [IJISI TOTO, YTOOH TIaBHbLIE repou OaucTamu. CepCUHUS CTala XKEePTBOH
aBTopa. C ee CMePTHIO B UMIIEPHIO IIPHUIIeNT MUp. [IprHIlecca ¥ HaCAeOHEIN IIPUHIT MOAIHACHIBAIOT
CTOJIETHHUH 3aBeT CO BceoOImero 6;1arocioBeHus, 1 pOMaH 3akaH4unBaeTcs. Kak 60IpHO. 9TO BCETO
JIUIIE TI000BHAS UCTOPHS, B KOTOPOI XXKMBOTO YEII0BEKA, IIYCTh U 37I0MiesT, IPUHOCST B XKEPTBY.

Cups 3a CTOIOM, OHa OyMaila, 94TO BCe€ 3TO YYyIIb cobaubsi. OHa BOJTHOBAIaCh 1 HEepBHHYAJIa, €€ HOTU
AOPO2KaJlu.

— THI 3aKOHYHIIL BOT TaK?

OHa u37aja 3ByK CapKaCTUYECKOT0 ypuaHus, Kak OyaTo UMeJla CTaJbHEIE HEPBEI, U 9TO OO
e@OUHCTBEHHBIM, YTO ee paccTpauBaso. OHa B3BOJHOBAHHO CHejaja ITy00KU BOOX.

— llecTHapuaTh YepHoe.

E# ymamoch MPOM3HECTH 3TO KPACUBEIM TOHOM, KOTfIa OHA IOoCTaBuia Bce ¢pumku. C Opyroit CTOPOHEI
BCe 3PUTENH arofupoBany. CUas B IIEHTPe TOJIL UTPOKOB, OHA Obljia TJIaBHOM reporHel.

OHa pUBETCTBOBAJIA CBET JTI0OBIX OOTOB, CyMEBIINX ITIePEBEPHYTH ee XKu3Hb. 2KuBeM nuilb pa3! OHa
BJIOKMJIA BCE CBOE COCTOSTHHE B a3apPTHhIE UT'PHI, HO 4TO 9T0? Ka3anock, 60T Tak 071arOBOMHII €M, YTO
OHa copBaa MXKeKIoT. [IprueM gBakKIbl OAPSL,.

«Boxe, moxanyiicra. Bynga, moxanyiicrta. KakuM 651 60roM TH HU OBLIT».

910 onpenenenHo 6e3ymue. Ho oHa chenana 3TO ABaXKIEL...

Ona Monuachk BceM 00KbUM UMEHaM, 0O KOTOPERIX KOI"I[a-J'II/IGO CJIBIIIAJIa. H.IapI/IK MEOJIEHHO yIIaJl U3
PYKH OuIIiepa. Kak B 3aMe[iIeHHOM CheMKE, OH Hadall BPAIIaThCA I10 IIOBEPXHOCTU JHUCKa PYJIETKH,
3aMensasiace.



3 CEeKYH[IEI. HpOI.T.U'IO BCEro JUIb 3 CEKYHIEI, HO Ka3aJloCh, GYJITO IIpoJieTell MUJIJInapa JieT. Ona =He
MOT'JIa CKPBITE CBOETO 0ecIoKOMCTBa U CXKaJla PYKH 1104 CTOJIOM. B 9Ty OECATYIO OOJII0 CEKYHIbL
IIapuK OCTaHOBHUIICA.

— llecTHapaTh 4epHOE.

— Oro-0-0!

[To 3BOHKY Auiepa 3pUTENM Pa3pas3uiiuch PafOCTHEIMU KprKaMu. Ee HOT'M 3afpoxkKaiy, ¥ OHa BCTala.
Ee BHe3aIHas TpeBOTra IPeBpaTHIach B TPEIET PAagoCTH.

«f cmenana ato! Coenamna! 9TO MOBOPOTHREIA MOMEHT B MOEM KU3HU!».

3puTenu Bocmapuiu oT pagoctu. OHa IOMbITaNach COXPAHUTh 6eCcCTPaCcTHOE BHIPaXKeHUe JINLIA,
HaMepeBasCh CKPHITh CBOM MOAJEIN cMeX. OgHAKO chesasa rimyb0oKuil BOOX, TaK KaK yaepXkaTh BCe
BHYTPHU el OblI0 He 1of cuiy. [Jaxke 3TO He UCIIOPTHUIIO ee ITPeKPaCHbIM BHEUTHUY BUl, & 3PUTENH
JIALIb TONIHUJIACH BOKPYT ¥ IIYMHO OBILIAJIH.

— Hy BOT u Bce.

[umep TOPpKO YCMEXHYJICS U IIOATONKHYII K HEU CTONKYU QUIIEK, ey TPyay.

OHa OBICTPO CMaXHYyJIa UX B paHee MOATOTOBJIEHHEIH MelIoK. OHa He 3Halla, 4YTO Tak 0ymeT, HO
IIPUHECTH MeIIOoK OBIJI0 OUeHb HazKe XOpoIlel uneei. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHA HE CMOTJIa H300pa3uTh
BEXKJIMBYIO (DaNbIIMBYIO YIBIOKY U aTYHO PACCMesIach.

«JIagHO, CKONIBKO 9TO CTOUT? 4 OEeUCTBUTENIBHO X0Uy HadaTh HOBYIO XKU3HbY.

OHa B3si71a (HUIIKY U TIOIUIa B IyHKT 00MeHa. Terneps Bce NeHCTBUTEILHO KOHYeHO. OHAa MOXeT
IIOTEPSATH BCe NEHBI'M, KOTOPHIE BEIUIPAsla, €C/IM He HayHeT ABUrathcsa nansiie. OHa 4yBCTBOBAIA,
YTO BOT-BOT B30pBETCS. MeIlloK Ha ee 1iede OB TAKEIBIM, HO 9TO Oblila IpUsATHaS Holla. HakoHen-
TO OHA CTaJjla Ha Iar 6/uXke K IIPeKpPacHO! ¥ CTIOKOMHOM XKU3HHU.

Ona — CepcuHUs, 9be CTpeMJIeHNe K 00raTCTBY OCyLIeCTBUIIOCH UMeHHO ceronHs. lllen gecaTriit
IIeHb C TeX 1op, KakK oOHa Oblyla ogapeHa TenoM Cepcunuu. CepcrHUs Oblna XKEHITUHON C PHIKKAMHU,
KaK IJ1laMs, BojlocaMu u 0eJoi, Ipo3padHoi Kak dhapdop, KoxKel.

P030Bo-KpacHbIe T71a3a, TOHKKUHM, U3BICKAHHO YIJIMHEHHBIN HOC ¥ TPaHATOBO-KpacHbe T'yOnl. Ha
TIePBHIM B3I/, €e BHEITHOCTh HEe Ta, KOTOPYIO JIIOOYM MOTYT JIETKO 3a0BITh, ¥ €e TEJI0 COBCEM He
Xyxke. 3aMeTHO Tiy0oKas BIagyuHa Ha KII0UuIle, TOHKHE 3aMsCThd U MMKONOTKHA. O4eHb IpKas
¢urypa. OHa [IelCTBUTENHHO TPEKPACHO BBITTISIOUT.



OpHako OHa TakXke Oblsla 0YeHb KPOBO2KAJHEIM YE€JIOBEKOM CO BCIIBIJIBYMBBIM XaPAKTEPOM. Y Hee
Jaxe He II0JIy4aJIOCh YIIPABJIATE CBOMM I'HEBOM W KOHTPOJIMPOBATE MAT'UIO BCSIKHU pa3, Korga OHa
3nunack. HUKTO He ocMenuBancs HpI/I6HI/I}KaTbCH K HeH, ¥ 3TO [IeJIaJi0 ee XKU3Hb OUEeHb OTUHOKOMH.

— Kaxkoii cMBICTT IMeTh BHEIITHOCTE BeKa? 1 BCIO JKU3HE Obl/Ia OMMHOYKOH.

Bce BOKpYT cUMTasHM, YTO OHA 3aCTyKUBAET CMePTH. UuTaTeIu JONITroe BpeMs: HafesIuch, 9YTO
IIepCOHAaX, KOTOPHIM COBepIIal HaCTOIbKO KEeCTOKHe 3JI0lesTHUs, HaKOHeIl-To ymMpeT. OHa Oblja 3TUM
HeJ0BOJIbHA. Ee mepcoHazxk, KOTOPOT0 MOXKHO ObIJI0 ObI HAPUCOBATh 04apOBaTeIbHBIM, UCII0Ih30BaJICs
ITPOCTO KAaK MHCTPYMEHT MJISI CO3MAHUS COOBITHIH.

B pomaHe He yTOuHSsIeTCS, UTO 3acTaBuyio CepCHHUIO HayaTh CBOU 3ofesiHus. OHa Oblna MpoCTo
OCBIO 3714, KOTOpas MosBsiiack 6e3 BCIKOI0 IOBOMla ¥ CO3[aBaja HEIPUATHOCTU. KakuM ke
HeCUaCTHHIM IIepCcoHaxKeM oHa Onlna, YTOOBI CTaTh MHCTPYMEHTOM 1Sl aBTopa? Ee cMepTh 3acTaBuiia
JIIOfle TOBOPUTE: «f 9yBCTBYIO 00JIerdyeHue, Beb OHA HAKOHEI-TO yMepa».

Kakas kankas XK13Hb.

— 3TO He 3HAYUT, YTO 5 OOJI2KHa 2KHTh TaK ZKeE.

T'omoc ee 3Byuyan cepputo. CHayasa OHa gyMalla, YTO 9TOT IIePCOHAaX IIpOCTo Xankui. Ho korga
OTKpBIJIa ee TjIa3a I10CJie IPOYTeHUs KHUTH, TO ¥ IPeNCcTaBUThL cebe He Morya, 4uTo 6ymeT CepcuHuel.
OHa mmosiBUIIACh ellle O0 Havyajla OMKMCHIBAEMBIX B pOMaHe COOBITUM — 3TO OBLJIO 3a TPH Ir'ofia [0 TOTO,
Kak CepCcHHUS CTalla U3BECTHOM 3noaeikor. CHavana OHa BO3MYyIllarach CBOeU Cyab00i Kak
cyMacleqias.

«4 He MOT'Y IIOBEPUTH, YTO MHE IIPUIOETCA IIEPEXKUThL KECTOKYIO CMEPTh», — €€ I'Jla3d IIOTEMHEeIIN.

OmHaKo, eciiy IoOyMaTh, Y Hee 0CTaBanoch Tpu roga. Kpome toro, Cepcunust Oblla YIHYEHA B TOM,
YTO OHA BEObMa, TOJIBKO B CEperHe POMaHa.

Kaxk HacueTt 3TOr0?

— Jlo 3TOro HUKTO He 3HaJI, YTO I BedbMa.

OHa myMaJia, 4YTO TaKoBa BOJIs 60&Kbsi. BoKbs BOJIST, YTOORI OHA XKuja. [I09TOMY peluia XUTh Tak,
KaK el 3a61aropacCcyIuTcs.

TouHO Tak Xke, Kak 0Ha 6e3pacCyqHO BHIMTPhHIBAJa IEHbTU B @3aPTHHIX UT'PaX. 3Has KOHeI] poMaHa,
OHa HHUKOTZA He XOTeJla IOBTOPSThH IIepBOHAYaIbHEIe ela CepCuHUH.

«4 Oymy XKuTh HOPMAJIbHOU XKU3HBIO, @ He KakK BefbMa. CIIOKOMHO U 6e3MsATeXKHO, He yMUpas



CTpaLIHOM cMepThio. Trxo, 6€3 UCIOTb30BAHKUS MAaTrWH, KOTOPAs MOXKET CTaTh HCTOYHHUKOM MOUX
npo6ieM. Ho MOCKOBKY $1 KUBY, S X0Teja OBl KUTh CBOeH XKU3HbI0. KOHEYHO, 71 3TOTO MHE HYKHEI
OBLIN JEHBIU».

3TO MECTO SIBJISIETCS €IVHCTBEHHBIM JIETaJIbHBIM UTOPHEIM JOMOM B MMIIEPHH. Bot Imo4YyeMy OHa
IIpHUIijia CI0ga CerogHd.

CepCI/IHI/IH YTO-TO IIPOMYDPIJIbIKAJIA U JIETKUMU IIaraMH BOIIIJIa B IIYHKT obMeHa (1)I/II.LIGK Ha OEeHBbI'H.
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