Korpa comnHIle Havyano nogHUMAaThHCS Ha Hebe, oTOpachiBas JIETKYI0 TE€HB OT IIJIBIBYIINX 00J1aK0B,
KpenocTh bepr cHOBa 0XKWUIIA.

"“Yymy..."

[TpoBomuB Xupo, Tpuc okasancs B opuilepckou cTonoBou. [1ycTh 0H U GBI CTaPEIM COIATOM, HO
reporvyeckas aypa, UCXOOslas OT ero HaTPeHUPOBAHHOTO Tena, Oblyla CUIbHA, KaK Y MOJIOLOT0
yeJioBeKa.

Tot, Koro 60ANKCh Kak IeMOHa-HaCTaBHUKA, Telephb CUAeT Ha TelleoHe U ero JIUI0 BEIpaXaso
CJI0KHYIO0 TaMMy YyBCTB.

"--ITo-ye-my-y!"

Barnsmbl conpaT OBUIM TPUKOBAHE K TPUCY, KOT{Ia KTO-TO BHE3amHO 3akpudain. OgHako Tpuc
HACTOJIBKO OTBJIEKCS YEM-TO IPYTHM, YTO 3TO eT0 He 6ecroKomo. [IeByIiKa, KoTopasi Oblia CTOJIb
TIOfIaBJIeHa, YTO €€ MOXKHO OBUIO MPUHSATH 3a IPU3paKa, -- Iectas NpuHIecca JIu3, Boma B
CTOJIOBYIO.

"Mens Opocun... Xupo Opocuia MeHs".

BopMmoua cebe nox Hoc, JIu3 cefa 3a AJIMHHLIM CTOJI HAIPOTUB Tpuca, MTULOM K nully. JIu3, KoTopas
OblsIa HACTOJIBKO 0O4YapoBaTeIbHa, UTO CMOTPETH el B I'1a3a OO HaclaXkAeHueM, BHTIIAfeNa Tak,
O6ynTo OHa BOT-BOT YMPET.

HeypusutenbHo, 4yTo Tpuc He CMOT yaepkKaThCs U OKJIUKHYII ee.
"MM, 4TO-TO He TaK?"

"4 He Mory HauTu Xupo".

"...IloHumarw".

"Ilymaro, OH, HaBepHOe, MOIIEJI K MOEMY Asfe. XUPO He YMeeT e30UTh BEPXOoM, [I03TOMY AyMalo, OH
BOCIIOJIb3YETCA OUIUXKaHCOM".

Jlomanay o4eHb X0pPOoIIO CYUTHEIBAIOT YE€JIOBEYECKHUE IMOLINH. Ecnu BB UM He HpPaBUTECH, OHN GYJIYT
Hal BaMH CMEATHhCsA, a €CIIM Hae3OHUK 6OI/ITCH, OHH IIOCTAPAIOTCsA OTTOBOPUTH BAC OT €3[HI. Ho ecnu
BEI 01aJUTE UM 7I000Bb U JIaCKy, OHH 6YJIYT OejlaTb TO, 9YTO BBl XOTHUTE, U CTAHYT HaJdEe2KHBIMHA
IIapTHEpPaMHu.

B cnyyae ¢ Xupo HUKAaKUX TeXHUYECKUX MTP0oOieM He BO3HKKIO0. OH e3[u/I BePXOM HACTOIbKO
€CTeCTBEHHO, YTO ObIIO OUEBHUOHO, YTO MHOTO IIPAKTHKOBAJCS. [IpOCTO JIomIaab He Ciyllajia KOMaH].
Ecnu Gvl 0Ha ero cOpocuia, oH Obl yOexKaln oT Hee.

"Ox, KCTaTH, O JIoImagax..."
Tpuc pewLusn nNoaeaIuTsCs C HUM CBOMMU TpeBoraMu. Pedr I11y1a He TOJIBKO O JIOIIAAAX, HO ¥ 0 XUPO.
"TIpuHIlecca, BB KOTHa-HUOYOb €30UIN BEPXOM Ha "OBICTPOM ApakoHe"?"

"KoneuHo, HeT. OHU XKe U3 POfia IPAKOHOB. Y HUX OUEHb CITOXKHBIN XapaKTep, U 5 He JyMalo, YTO OHU
TI03BOJISIT YEJIOBEKY CECTh Ha cels. & cibllana, 4To TOJIbKO HEKOTOPHIE U3 3BEPOJIIOfiel, KOTOPhIe
MOTYT 00IIaThCS C ApaKOHaMHU, MOTYT €3OUTh Ha HUX BEPXOM".



Ila, BepHO, HO X¥PO mMoKa3a Tpucy, 4To yMeeT e30UTh Ha HEM IIPSMO Yy HEro Ha riasax.
Bornee Toro, noxoxe, "ObICTPHIYA APAKOH" OMyCTUII ['OJIOBY HAOOK, YTOOK! OBLIO YHOOHEE CECTh BEPXOM.

"KcTaTH, pa3Be B 3TOM KPEIOCTH He OBIJI0O OMHOTO TaKoro? Tuia TOro, KOTOPOIr'0 MBI 3aXBaTUIIH
paHbllle B lepeBHe, Korfa oH OymieBan".

"BBIJI, HO 3TOT MaJIbYUIIKaA YCKaKal Ha HeM".
"Xa, maxe Tpuc Tenepb MOXET WIYTUTL".

"JT10 He mwyTKa! { BU#eEs 9TO CBOMMM Ijla3aMu. f BUAEN, KaK 3TOT MaJIb4yHUIlKa ye3xkKaj 0TClofa
BEpPXOM Ha OBICTPOM ApaKOHE [I0 BOCXOoda ConHIa. I He myqy!"

CkasaB 9T0, PEIpKHYB, TpHUC, IOX0XKe, TOHSJI, YTO OILJIOLIAII.

"¢1 OBI XOTEN YCIIBIIIATh 3Ty UCTOPUIO LIeTHKOM" .

KpoBb oTx/IBIHY A OT Nulla Tprca OT 3ByKa ronoca JIu3, HexKHOT0 110 TOHY, HO IIOJTHOTO THEBA.
"Xauu... moxasyucTa, IPOCTUTE MeHs "

Yepe3 HECKOIPKO MTHOBEHUY IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK U3 yCT Tprca BeIpBasicss HEOOIBIION KPUK, B
0(uIlepCKOM CTOJIOBOM pa3macs rPOMKUMN KPUK.

aoa

14 nions 1023 roma mo umnepckomy KajaeHmapio. ConHIle, IIBBYIIee 10 6€306/1a9YHOMY YHUCTOMY
HeOy, 0e3:kal0CTHO MTOIUBAJIO 3eJIEHYI0 PAaCTUTENNbHOCTh. [0 BO3OYyXy /Iyra, HAalloJIHEHHOMY 3allaXoM
3TUX PAaCTEHUM, HOCUJIOCh KaKOe-TO CYIIECTBO.

XoTs 0HO OBIIIO MEHBIIIE JIOIIAAH, ET'0 CKOPOCTh OblIa HECPABHEHHO BHIIIE. TOT, KTO CHEN HAa HEM
BEPXOM, -- MaJIbYUK, OfETHIN B YEPHYIO GopMYy, -- XUPO.

([Taxke s MOTY €30UTh Ha HEM... U OH TAKO¥ OLICTPHIN!)

BeTep Oun eMy B IIeKH, 3aCTaBIIsIs JIENIECTKU LIBETOB OTJIeTaTh Ha3af. CIIOBHO OH CTasl OMHUM IIeJTbIM
C TIPUPOMOH.

Cy1iecTBo, Ha KOTOPOM exXan Xupo, -- "ObICTPHIM ApaKoH", TOfapeHHbIN eMy TpucoM. 9TO HEMECTHBIH
BU, KOTOPHIM U3Ha4anbHO 06uTan Ha ocTpoBax lllaliTaH, pacmoioXKeHHBIX Ha BOCTOKE LIeHTPaIbHOTO
KOHTUHEHTA.

Oxkomo TPEXCOT JIET Ha3ad[ dBAaHTIOPUCTHI 3aXBATHUJIN HECKOJIBKO 3K3EMIIIIAPOB C OCTPOBOB [laf#iTan, u
OHHU C6e}KaJ'II/I, YTO IIPUBEJIO K UX PACIIPOCTPAHEHHWIO Hd HEHTPAJIbBHOM KOHTUHEHTE.

"IlaBaiiTe IpopBeMcs K 0COOHIKY rocrnoauHa Kropka!”

OkpenHyB, X¥po BeJjiesl IPOBOPHOMY APaKoHy 6exkaTh 1o yiuile Pricu. LleHTpanbHas ynula Oba
3all0JIHEeHA JTII0bMHU, U JIaBKU BBICTPAUBAIUCh B PSAJI C PaHHETO yTpa.

BoiiHa 3aKoHYMUNACH, U Tropom, IMoXoxe, 06péJ’[ JaCTh CBOETO IIPEXKHEeTr0 O2KUBJIECHU .

Korga Xupo npuObI K 0COOHSIKY, OH CIPHITHYJI C TPOBOPHOTO ApaKOHa U nof0eskan K CTOSBIIEMY B



IBEPHOM IIPOEME YEJIOBEKY.
— Xupo-cama, 6marogapio 3a Bally TAKKYI0 pabOTy B 3TOM [IOJITOM ITyTEIIECTBUH.
— JlaBHEHBKO He BUOEeNUChk. ['M... BB Ke KypT-caH, BepHO?

KypT don Tepmbe, nomoimHuK KbopKa-caHa, KOTOPHIM IIOMOTAJI BO BpeMSs IIPOILIIOT0 Bu3uTa Xupo. OH
TaK¥XKe YIpaBisoInui, KOTOPEY HabJIiogaeT 3a CIyraMu B 0COOHSIKE.

— [Ia. ITpor1io MHOTO BpeMeHU. XOTsS MHE eCTh MHOTO 4ero 06CYAuTh, IIPOIIy, IPOUAUTE CIofia.
TocmomuH ¢ HETEPIEHUEM XKOET BacC.

Kyprt npoBén Xupo B 0COOHSIK U OTBEJI €T0 B TOCTEBYI0 KOMHATY Ha ITIePBOM 9Taxke.

OCOOHSIK CO BCEX CTOPOH OBIIT OKPYKEH OENTBIMU CTeHaMU 0e3 eUHOTO ISITHHIIIKA, a OKHA Ha
3alaHOM CTOPOHE BHIXOMUIIU B CEBEPHYIO YaCTh JOMa, THe XKUJTU CTaPUKK. XMPO PACIIOJIOKMIICT Ha
HU3KOM MSTKOM JuBaHe B (popme OYKBEI «I'» B KOMHATe.

KbOpK cupen HallpoTHB HEro 3a CTOJIOM Ha APYroM KOHIIE KOMHATHI.

— JranHag KapeTa 10 Benukoro MMmepckoro ropoma, ma?..

YcnpimaB mpock6y Xupo, OH OTIIHII TJIOTOK Yasi, KOTOPHIM IIPUHECIIa CIyXKaHKa, U YIHIOHYIICS.
— 4 TyT XKe ycTpolo 9TO Oy Bac. Korpa Bh IaHUPYETE yeXxaTh?

— ITo BO3MOKHOCTH 5 XOTeJ OBl yeXaTb CErOfHS... 3TO IOIXOOUT?

— BrI B Takoi cnemke? 4 He fymaio, YTO B TOM, YTOOBI OTOOXHYTh AEHEK, €CTh YTO-TO IIJIOXO0E.

— XOTd B IACbME HMIIEPATOPa He OBLITO YKa3aHO KOHKPETHRIX CPOKOB, s AyMall, 4TO JIy4Ile
IIOTOPOIIUTECSA HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BO3MO2KHO.

— INTonumato, 370, 6€3yCIIOBHO, BEPHO.

KbopK KUBHYII, 3aTEM YIIBIOHYJICS U CJIeTKa XJIOMHYIT B JIQMIOIIHN.
— KypT, npuHecu MHe Iepo U JIUCT IIepraMeHTa.

— Ilousmn.

[MToxmonusmucsk, KypTt Tuxo 3akpsin aABeps u disappeared from the room. Yeunes sto, Kbopk Hauan
PBEITHCSI B KapMaHax IpsiMo nepepn Xupo.

— HTaxk... maxe eciy KCI0JIb30BaTh 9KCIIPECC-KapeTy, BCE paBHO MOTPeOdyeTCs MATh JHEH, YTOOH!
noOpaThcs mo Benukoi MMepaTopcKOyM CTOMMIIEL. S He myMalo, YTO BB CMOXKeTe 000UTHCH 6e3 elsl
IIATHS 3a 3TO BPEMSI.

KbOpK mocTaBuil Ha CTOJI CKPDOMHBIN MEIIOK.
— BoT, BO3bMUTE 3amackl efbl U BOAHL.
— Her, s He MOTy O3BOIUTH BaM AeNaTh A/ MeHS TaK MHOTO...

Hepen OTBhE3NOM XI/Ipo IMONMYy4YHUII HEMHOT'O IE€HET OT TpI/IC, YTOOKI (bPIHaHCI/IpOBaTL IIOEe3TOKY. Bcero



BOCEMb CepeOpSIHHIX IpaT — 9TO He MHOTO, HO JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOH moOpaThcs M0 Benukoi
HimmepaTopcko cronuiibl. OMHAKO B MeIlKe, KOTOPHIH BEIHYT KbOpK, ObII0 00JIBIIE, C KAKOW CTOPOHEI
HU ITIOCMOTPH.

Korga Xupo yxe coOuparncs BeKJIMBO 0TKa3aThCs, KbOPK MPOTSHYT PYKY.

— Her, HeT, He HYXKHO CTECHATHLCS. f B HOJNTY IIepeq BaMU 3a BCIO Ballly IIOMOIIb, ¥, UYTO BakKHeEe
BCETO, 3a CITaCeHMe XKU3HU MOoeH IIeMIHHULE. YTo XK, 1 He JyMalo, YTO KOTga-HuOymb CMOT'Y
OTIIJIaTUTH BaM 3a 3T0. Kak Bbl cunTaete? Bbl MOXeTe IPUHATH 3TO?

KpopK ynrI6aeTcsi, HO B €T0 IIa3aX TBEPAOe HaMepeHue He CHaBaThCs. ECiu BCE paBHO MPUAETCS
COTJIAaCHUThCSI, JIyYIlle BOCIIONIb30BATHCS JII00€3HOCTLIO MIPSIMO 37€Ch.

— ...Orpomuoe cracu6o.
— W yuuTHIBas Balll MOOBEM B 00IECTBE, HE OBPEIUT KO€ 0 UEM IM03a00TUTHCS.

Xupo roprko ycmexaetcs. Y KbopKa BrIpaXkKeHUe KOPHICTHEIX MOTHBOB, He mopobaroiiee
IKEHTIbMEHY.

— 4 cmernato BCé BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOBI OITPaBIATh BAIlK OKHUIAHUS.
— Xa-xa, 51 Oymy &KmaTh 9TOTO C HETEPIIEHUEM.

TyT KaK pa3 Bepuysncsa Kypt. On nonoxun nepen KbopkoM nepo, 4epHuna u nepraMenT. Kbopk
JIETKUM U IIPHUBHIYHEIM OBUKEHUEM Pa3BepPHYI IePO.

— OTpaiiTe 9TO ClyXKalleMy 3TallHOM KapeThl.
[TocKOMBbKY YepHHUTIA elll€ He BHICOXJIM, IepraMeHT nepegaeTcs Xupo 6e3 cBopaynBaHUs.

— OHM IPefoCcTaBAT BaM CaMy0 OBICTPYIO M3 UMEIOIUXCS KapeT. X0Ts, BO3MOXKHO, 3T0 OymeT He
camas ynoOHas KaperTa.

[lopora, 10 KOTOPOU XOAUT 3TallHasd KapeTa, Ha3blBaeTCs UMIIEPCKOU, II0TOMY YTO B OCHOBHOM
YIIPaBISETCS roCynapcTBOM. IIoMUMO PeTyIsIpHOTo 00CIyKUBaHUS, Yepe3 ONpefieIEHHbIE
IIPOMEXKYTKH YCTPOEHHI CTOSTHKY, T'ie YIUUYHbBIe TOPTOBLEI IPOJAlOT ey U BOAY.

[Tomumo 3TOrO, COCEOHUE YKPEIIEeHNS [TIOCTOSHHO NaTPYIUPYIOTCS CTPaXkKHUKaMH, 3aIlUIa0IIMU
0T 0AHOWTOB ¥ MOHCTPOB, UMEHHO II03TOMY JIIOOY TakK 00T 3TO MeCTO KaK 6e30MacHbIM MapIIpyT
IJ1S1 Iy TeIleCTBU.

«0, 1 He BOIHYUTeCh HacueT OBICTPOTro ApakoHa. MHI XOpPOIIIo 0 HeM 103ab0TUMCSI».

Ha camom mene, oH Mor OvI 0OceyiaTh OLICTPOTO OPAaKOHA M [OJIeTeTh 0 Benmukoi MMmnepaTopckon
CTOJIMIIBI, HO, YUUTHIBAS PUCK 3a0MyOuThCS, XUPO PEIII, 4To OymeT Jydlne BOCIOIb30BaThCS
OUJINZKAHCOM.

«Cmacu6o. YTo k, TOTOa S MOUTY>.

[TpoBomuB Kuopka, Xupo MOKMHYJ 0COOHSK ¥ HaIlPaBUJICS K CTAHIUU. fApKUe CONMHEYHbIe Iy4YHd KN
€ro K0Xy, HO ITPOXJIafHbIN OpU3 JTacKas ero KoxXy, puHocs obnerdenue. [Iporagsa depes xKeJe3Hble
BOPOTa MexXay OebIMM CTEHAMH U CITYCTHUBIIKCH C AJTMHHOTO X0JIMa, OH 0KA3aJICs B CEBEPHOM
palioHe, e KUK [TOXKUJIbIE JIIOAMU.



CHayasa OH IIPOXOJUT MUMO TOCTHHHUIIE, @ 3aTeM II0BOPAUYMBAET 3a YroJI TABEPHEI, IIOJIHOH TOPOXKaH,
B3BOJIHOBAHHBIX HeJaBHeH mobemoi. 3aTeM OH YBUMEI OTKPHITYI0 MECTHOCTb — BBICOKYIO OTPAfy,
OKPYZXKAIOIIYIO TIOJISHY.

BHyTpu HaxomsATCS OEeCATKU KPENKUX JIolIafel, BRIBEJEHHBIX [AJIS IIOBO30K. [lablie 0T 3TOr0 MecTa
OH MOT BUAETb 00JIbIIyI0 OpeBEHYATYI0 CTAHIUIO C TOKPAIIEHHOW B KPACHBIN I[BET KPHBILIEH.

3alifs B KOHIOMIHIO «Pricu», XUpO mepenan gexkypHOMY nepraMeHT oT Kuopka. 3aTeM, BCKOpe, Iepen
HUM IIPeICTaeT CEMUMECTHBIN TUITUKAHC.

(Benukast IMnepaTopcKasi CTOJIHUI, a7 ... THICSYY JIET Ha3aj 9TO Ha3kBarIoch KopomeBCcKou
CTOJHIIEH, HO, [yMa0, MHOTO€ N3MEeHHJIOCH. )

Ha6mionas 3a TeM, KakK Bce MEHSIeTCsI, XUPO CeJl B KapeTy, ero cepale OUI0Ch OT IPEIBKYIIEHUS.
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